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Page 1 A MESSAGE FROM OUR FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT

When I left Wall Street in 2007, I had a dream of dedicating myself to local youth
development work, sharing my own good fortune with those whom by their
birthright might not have been as blessed. Founding Stamford Peace Youth
Foundation as a vehicle through which to use basketball as a tool of positive
influence, I sought to combine my love of the game and deep belief that education
could unleash a brighter future for our City's youth.

What began in 2008 as mentoring young people through basketball, with the
creation of Stamford Peace's Beyond Limits Academic Program in 2013 has become
a full-service academic support operation serving hundreds of lower-income youth
within our community. Today while basketball remains an important component

Brian S. Kriftcher (Coach K)
Founder & President

of what Stamford Peace does, it is our Beyond Limits Academics arm that is most moving the needle in the fight to close the
opportunity and achievement gaps that continue to confront lower-income young people (including those of color and first-
generation Americans). In fact, in the aftermath of the nationwide pandemic, Beyond Limits' work has never been in greater need
or demand.

Initially, Beyond Limits was employed as a tool to support student-athletes participating in our PEACE Basketball programs.
However, in the ensuing seven years since its founding, we have grown Beyond Limits considerably and today support even more
non-athlete students locally than we do athletes. Through Beyond Limits, we provide high-quality, easily accessible, and
affordable academic support services primarily for middle and high school students from lower income families in our
community. Our cornerstone offerings include academic tutoring (in math and science), informal mentoring, academic advocacy,
and enrichment activities, during the year and throughout the summer months. In this respect, we seek to offset the educational
"arms race" that exists today, in which more affluent families have and take full advantage of any and all academic supports,
enrichment opportunities and community service avenues available to them in order to get and stay ahead of the pack.

At the same time, our basketball programs continue to lead and flourish. We continue to run Stamford's cornerstone youth
basketball leagues, including what used to be under the auspices and financially supported by our City. We also run a series of
outdoor leagues in the community which, especially during the pandemic, played a key role in keeping young people engaged and
healthy. All told, PEACE Basketball works with nearly 1,000 young people annually, in addition to the more than 200 young
people engaged academically through Beyond Limits. 

Needless to say, while challenges abound we will continue do our fair share – with your help – to make a difference in our City
and the lives of our young people across the socio-economic spectrum. Thank you for your ongoing support of all things "PEACE."

Wishing you a great year ahead,

Dear Friends,
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Stamford Peace Youth Foundation uses
high-level basketball instruction, training,
and competition, as well as academic
tutoring and related educational supports,
to positively influence local young people
and help them achieve their full potential,
both on and off the court. 
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Stamford Peace was founded by long-time Stamford community member, Brian Kriftcher, following a
successful 20-year career in financial services. At the age of 40, Brian retired from business with the
objective of devoting his full-time energies to his “calling” for coaching, teaching and community
development. In 2008, Brian and fellow coach and Stamford community member, Lenwood Latta,
developed Stamford Peace as a direct response to what they perceived was a systemic problem in which
relatively low academic priorities and inadequate support were preventing too many local student-athletes
from achieving their full potential. From a single team of 9-10 year-old boys in 2008, Stamford Peace has
grown to more than 1,200 young people today across a variety of basketball and academic support programs,
with lower income families receiving substantial financial assistance and subsidies in order to participate in
our programs. 

Stamford Peace is dedicated to the philosophy that “basketball is a privilege,” representing a reward for
consistent effort and achievement in children’s core responsibilities in the classroom, in the community, and
at home. We use a unique combination of sports, education and mentoring as our primary gateways to help
young people reach their full potential and create a more just and equitable world. Our year-round work is
supported by two key pillars: PEACE Basketball and our Beyond Limits Academic Program.

Sports, Academics & Citizenship
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Dear Friends,

As Co-Founder of the Beyond Limits
Academic Program, a venture that began over
seven years ago with my good friend and
Stamford Peace Founder, Brian Kriftcher, it is
truly my pleasure to draft this annual
message – a cathartic experience indeed after
a disconcerting and tragic year worldwide. 

Over a tumultuous 12 months, we sought out
the silver lining and valuable lessons were
learned. Our core on-site peer-to-peer
tutoring had to cease somewhat abruptly and
by last April we successfully transitioned to a
new remote tutoring model with individual
and small group (called “Remote Teams”)
options. Since that time, one article after
another from leading publications
nationwide have touted the benefits of high-
dosage tutoring, including some remote
models. We learned how quickly we can pivot
and the benefits of a virtual option and will
continue to offer remote tutoring alongside
the resumption of our on-site model.
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Over the past year, we have also consistently witnessed the grit and perseverance displayed by our
tutees and tutors. While it is a most unfortunate way for these children and young adults to self-
assess their inner fortitude, it will likely be a foundational experience for them well beyond the fact
of the pandemic itself. 

As co-host on hundreds of Zoom sessions this past year, it was ever more apparent what a wonderful
job our tutors are doing supporting our informal mentoring model. While we pay our tutors, we
only hire students who genuinely grasp our mission and want to support other students by being
effective tutors and positive role models. Their stipends, for the most part, are merely their icing
on the cake.

Our nationwide roster of committed young adults – a BL alumni network – is growing. Some of our
tutors are now in the workforce after tutoring with us since high school and, in many cases,
throughout college. Tutors typically include their BL experience on their resumes, frequently
request recommendation letters or permission to use us as a job reference. Collectively, our tutees
and tutors give us great faith in our country’s future despite these challenging times. 

Beyond focusing only on the tip of the iceberg, we recognize and are as committed as ever to
addressing that which is below sea level. We appreciate the support of all our funders as we strive
with event greater determination and zeal to address the opportunity gap, which plagues so many.

Andrew Sklover
Co-Founder, Beyond Limits

Thank you,
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one-on-one academic tutoring in math and science, conducted
by local high school juniors, seniors and college students;
enrichment programming (including computer coding classes,
writing workshops; college planning workshops, time
management and organizational skills workshops, and more);
summer programming (including ongoing tutoring; 1-week
middle and high school preparatory academies designed to help
orient incoming 6th & 9th graders; and Summer Math
Academies); 
informal peer mentoring; and
educational advocacy.

Beyond Limits provides high-level, affordable academic supports
primarily for middle and high school students from lower income
families, with a goal of instilling academic confidence. Our
cornerstone offerings include:

More than 80% of our tutoring participants are from families
eligible to receive free or reduced-price school lunch, for whom
access to high-level academic support is otherwise severely limited.
Fees/expenses are highly subsidized by Stamford Peace.

Established in 2013 by Andrew Sklover and
Brian Kriftcher initially as a tool to support
student-athletes, our Beyond Limits Academic
Program has grown considerably and today
supports over 200 students, many of whom
are not involved with our basketball activities.
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Our original effort, PEACE

Basketball offers mission-

focused basketball

programming for boys and

girls ages 5–18 years old.

a boys winter house league in which approximately

600 players participate;

high-level boys' and girls' AAU travel teams;

summer and vacation day basketball camps;

summer and fall outdoor leagues;

a high school Varsity league; 

fall and spring skills clinics;

one-on-one and small group training; and

year-round open gym opportunities.

Among our PEACE Basketball offerings are:

Using high-level basketball instruction, training, and

competition, we emphasize the importance of

education and other essential life skills to local

student-athletes. Among the life lessons taught to

participants in are the value of teamwork, discipline, a

strong work ethic, personal integrity, sportsmanship

and resiliency. The broad pursuit of excellence — on

and off the court — is a cornerstone of all PEACE

Basketball activities.
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Stamford Peace Boys Basketball LeagueStamford Peace Boys Basketball League

PEACE Basketball Summer CampPEACE Basketball Summer CampSummer League @ ScalziSummer League @ Scalzi

PEACE AAU TravelPEACE AAU Travel
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For the seventh consecutive year, the Stamford Peace Boys Basketball League ("SPBBL") honored
one of its players with the Kyle A. Markes Humanitarian Award. This award celebrates the memory
of former Peace player, Kyle Anthony Walter Markes, who passed away in December 2013 after a
year-long battle with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. Each season the award is bestowed upon
an SPBBL 8th grader who is nominated by his/her coach for displaying the qualities for which Kyle
was known — a good teammate and student-athlete, with a love for life, friends and family.

For the 2019-2020 season, we were pleased to bestow the award upon JAKSON GEISLER. Jakson
has played with Peace since he was in third grade. His coach described Jakson:  "On the basketball
court, Jakson is an all-out hustle kid, always putting his team first. No one works harder in practice,
and he is both courteous and respectful to his teammates, coaches, and referees alike." 

Congratulations, Jakson, and thank you for setting a great example for all our younger players!
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Very Helpful
93.8%

Somewhat Helpful
5.9%

Survey Results from Remote Student Tutoring
How helpful was your remoteHow helpful was your remote

tutoring session?tutoring session?
How would you rate your tutor onHow would you rate your tutor on

the remote session?the remote session?

Excellent
79.6%

Very Good
17%

Good
3.4%

Likely
96.3%

Maybe
3.1%

How likely are you to return for aHow likely are you to return for a
remote session?remote session?

I have developed the skill of trying.
I have gotten better at math -- I gained skills in math and BL

 has improved my math understanding.

Definitely is my star ⭐  because during the pandemic only they help me to support my little daughter thanks.

At the beginning of COVID, I was in need of extra help because my

teachers were remote and didn’t have time to help me after school,

This tutoring program was a life saver. Andy is very nice and helpful

to everyone’s needs. 10/10 recommend.

It has helped me keep a good grade in chemistry.

It helped me learn math and it made math kind of easier for me.

Beyond Limits is very important for us because my daughter likes how
much they help and I very appreciate the support.

Beyond Limits helped me before the pandemic and I'm
 so happy you kept it going during the pandemic too.

Thanks for your support, which made school easier.

Representative Student/Parent Feedback:Representative Student/Parent Feedback:



GIRLS

H.S. Class of ‘20
Kiera Fenske - Montclair State University
Summer Klein - Nichols College
Sophie Kriftcher - University of Wisconsin
Megan Landsiedel - Lenior Rhyne University
Adira Orbach - Washington University in St. Louis
Alexia Watson - Mitchell College

Leah Atkins - Tufts University
Kaitlyn Davis - Columbia University
Tamia Fulton - Brandeis University
Emma Garner - Villanova University
Iyanna Lops - Saint Boneventure University
Kyah Nowlin - Albertus Magnus College
Ashley Wilson - Concordia College

McKenna Frank - Wake Forest University
Claire Gulbin - Connecticut College
Alexa Kellner - Southern Connecticut State University
Maya Klein - Sacred Heart University
Caroline Thompson - Wofford University Soccer

Whitney Fulton - University of Massachusetts Boston
Marthe Guirand - Malloy College 
Asiah Knight - Western Connecticut State University
Sydney Lowery - Boston College

H.S. Class of ‘19

H.S. Class of ‘18

H.S. Class of ‘17

H.S. Class of ’16

H.S. Class of ‘13

H.S. Class of ‘14

H.S. Class of ‘15

Elizabeth Grosso - Sacred Heart University
Christina Holmgren - Swarthmore College
Ashley Polera - Muhlenberg College
Edona Thaqi - Fordham University
Natalie Wind - Wheaton College

Cory Cannavino - Hampshire College
Erin Cunningham - Trinity College
Haley English - Skidmore College

Tyler Evans - Albertus Magnus College
Anisa Fortt - University of Delaware Track & Field
Stephanie Roones - Monmouth University Track & Field
Kelsey Santagata - Eastern Connecticut State University

Paige Kriftcher - Colgate University
Allie Souza - Yale University Softball

We are incredibly proud of the PEACE alumni who  have realized their college-athletic
dreams that first began with their participation in Stamford Peace programs:
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BOYS

H.S. Class of ’21
Rassoul Abakar - Gettysburg College
Christopher Flynn - University of San Diego
Akim Joseph - Gettysburg College
Andrew Saint Louis - University of Connecticut
Matteo Sinon - Clarkson College



Max Samberg - Cornell University
Skylar Sinon - Ithaca College

Will Brady - Tufts University

Mustafa Heron - St. John’s University
Peace Ilegomah - University of Evansville
Rich Kelly - Quinnipiac University
Jalen Latta - North Carolina State University, Graduate Assistant
Sean Morris - University of North Carolina Lacrosse
Muna Nwana - Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Nacho Nwana - Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Malik Petteway - Robert Morris University
Jordan Pettway - Endicott College
Matt Redhead - Franklin & Marshall College
Jordan Sechan - Bucknell University
Jordan Tucker - Butler University
Matt Turner - Marist College
Aaron Wheeler - Purdue University

Kweshon Askew - Long Island University Brooklyn
Zach Baines - Occidental College
Claude Chandonnet - Denison University
Kevin Florio - Stevens Institute of Technology
Ryan Kriftcher - Rennsylear Polytechinic Institute 
Jeremiah Livingston - Saint Peter’s University
Patrick Racy - Tufts University
Will Rayman - Colgate University
Tyrell St. John - Fitchburg State University

Sean Cullinane - Grinnell College
Jaylen Jennings - Roger Williams University
Bryan Latoracca - Dickinson College Football
Evan Skoparantzos - University of Maryland

Kobi Agard - Villanova University
RJ Davis - University of North Carolina
Rahsen Fisher - Southern Connecticut State University
Alex Gibbens - Carleton College
Dylan Johnson - Tufts University Football
Quinn Kelly - Bucknell University
Ryan McAleer - Villanova University Baseball
Luke McGarrity - Union College
Matt Tepedino - Johns Hopkins University Football
Jake Thaw - University of Michigan Football

Deng Adiang - University of Vermont
Lewis Baer - Dickinson College Football
Ben Eke - Johns Hopkins University
Isiah Gaiter - Assumption College
Greg Lawrence - Emory University
LeVaughn Lewis - University of Delaware Football
T.J. Rountree - Adelphi University
Jackson Selvala - University of Michigan
Cameron Shockley - Columbia University

Mikael Alphonse - University of Maryland-Baltimore,
                                  Track & Field
Jasyn Andrews - Western New England University Football
Scott Cunningham – Colorado College
Luke Brown - Ithaca College
Ronan Doherty - U.S. Merchant Marine Academy
Cantavio Dutreil - Sacred Heart University
Petey Galgano - Manhattanville College
Jonas Harper - Boston University
Michael Manley - Union College
Dimitry Moise - Utica College
Brian Noone - Union College

BOYS (cont.)

H.S. Class of ’20

H.S. Class of ‘19

H.S. Class of ‘18

H.S. Class of ‘16

H.S. Class of ‘14
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H.S. Class of ‘15

H.S. Class of ‘17
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Meet Linda
Linda is in 5th grade at Hart Magnet Elementary School in Stamford.
She has been attending tutoring at Beyond Limits for almost two years.
She came to Beyond Limits through a referral from her mother's
friend.

"[She told my mom] about this amazing place where they
could help me with math, and that's how I ended up at
Beyond Limits." 

"Everyone [at Beyond Limits] is super nice and friendly."

Prior to the pandemic, Linda went to Beyond Limits twice a week for
tutoring in math and attended the Confidence Girl Club, which she
says helped her a lot because she is very shy. During the pandemic, she
has been attending math tutoring via Zoom, which she says has been
great, but she's looking forward to getting back to in-person lessons
soon.

linda Recommends
My favorite book is the The Giver by Lois Lowry.
I love everything about this book. 

The main character is 12-year-old Jonas, who is
given the life assignment of Receiver of Memory
and starts to learn the secrets of his community.

"Mr. Andy is always there when I need help,
and it is good to know that someone (outside
of my family) cares about me and my family. 

I would totally recommend that friends,
family, anyone, sign up and join the family
of Beyond Limits."
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Skyla is 15 years old and attends Stamford High School, where her favorite
subjects are Social Studies and Intro to Programming. Skyla came to Beyond
Limits as a student in the Early College Studies program. She was having
trouble with some of her classwork and homework when the pandemic struck:

For students considering Beyond Limits, Skyla has this advice:

"Beyond Limits was there to fill in those gaps; when I got tutored, the information
stuck with me and helped me achieve a higher grade in my tests, quizzes, and exams."

Meet Skyla

Skyla Recommends
I recommend the book,  Where You Go
Is Not Who You'll Be by Frank Bruni.
This book helps you realize how to
make your future out of nothing, I
recommend this book to high school
students who want to go to college. It’s
amazing especially if, like me, you are a
first-generation college student.  Shout

Skyla was discouraged by her experience with a prior tutoring agency, where
she found herself frustrated by tutors who were not familiar with the material
she was studying and so couldn’t help her. When she came to Beyond Limits,
she shared these struggles with Beyond Limits Co-founder, Andy Sklover.

“[Andy] offered to go a little bit longer with the tutoring sessions, to allow me to
finish and understand the work that I was being tutored on. This shows not only
their level of professionalism but how much they truly care about their clients. After
this amazing tutoring session, I was also able to achieve a high grade on my test the
next day with only one day of tutoring.”

When she's not studying, Skyla enjoys drawing, reading, and
working on her coding skills for her future job.

“You couldn’t make a better decision. Beyond Limits is truly a
tutoring company of quality. It is one of the best tutoring places
that you could ever go to -- they are outstanding in helping you
achieve your highest potential.”

out to Future 5 for having this book; it is truly a hidden gem.
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Strength in Collaboration
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Community Partners 
City of Stamford
Grace Farms Foundation
Notre Dame-Fairfield Catholic High School
Stamford Boys & Girls Club / Yerwood
Center
Stamford Family YMCA 
Stamford Jewish Community Center
Stamford Public Schools
Stamford Youngtimers Basketball League

Affiliations
PeacePlayers International - uses the game of
basketball to bridge divides between young
people in conflict regions around the world.
PowerFORWARD - uses basketball to
develop educational opportunities for young
people in Haiti.
Team Up For 1 - enhances the quality of life
for children with disabilities by matching
them with athletic programs and teams. 
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If you would like to
volunteer with Stamford
Peace,  please email us at
info@peaceyouthct.org.

We apologize for
any errors or omissions.

Volunteers are worth their weight in gold. They
share their time and talents and ask for nothing in
return. 

Stamford Peace would like to gratefully
acknowledge the contributions of all of our
wonderful volunteers who make what we do
possible.

Volunteers:

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
COMMITMENT TO PEACE!

Paola Calvillo
Martine Curto
Nikki Hurse
Arlene Laungayan
Kevin O'Reilly
Del Shortliffe

 Jason Baker
 Jaeson Balcarcel
 Jake Balinsky
 Pam Bennett
 Matt Bologna*
 Sabrina Brown
 Jimmy Coffee
 John Curley Sr.
 Andrew Davis
 Alex Dixon
 Trey Donaghue
 Pete Doneit
 Jason Drexel
 Nolan Dunn*
 Joshua Esses
 Mike Faherty
 Craig Feinstein
 Julio Flores
 Sam Forfang*
 Aaron Foskey
 Stephon Garnett
 Stephon Grant
 Ron Guilhaume
 Matt Handlon
 Rich Hermousra

 Marcos Hidalgo
 John Ingram
 Miles Leslie*
 Michael Levine
 Rashidi Lewis
 Michael Lionetti
 Ryan Maloney*
 Michael McKeithen
 Oscar Moralez
 Tahjee Morgan
 Lenny P
 Dechen Parkal*
 Aaron Pettiford
 Jerrell Plowden
 Fulton Reid
 Owen Sandoval
 Juan Saquicela
 Jed Schweber*
 Johaun Steele
 Adam Steffens
 Billy Taylor
 Robert Werbesky
 Dan White
 Colin Witz*

Volunteer Coaches:

*Student Volunteers
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Volunteer Coaches Have a Big Impact!



RevenuesRevenues expensesexpenses

Athletics
49%

Academics
40%

Admin
7%

Fundraising
4%

Founder Contribution
54%

Earned Revenue
29%

Grants & Gifts
16.5%

Special Events
0.5%
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REVENUE and Expense by PROGRAM

      need to raiseneed to raise  
    - - Over $1350/Tutoring ParticipantOver $1350/Tutoring Participant
    - almost- almost $300/Basketball participant $300/Basketball participant



Foundation and Corporate Donors

May Ellen & Gerald Ritter Foundation
Gold Circle  $25,000-49,999

The Claire Helsing Foundation
John Patrick Flanagan Foundation

Contributors Circle  $1,000-2,499

State of Connecticut, Department of
   Economic & Community Development

Bronze Circle  $5,000-9,999

The Kriftcher Family Charitable Fund
Platinum Circle  $50,000 & up

First County Bank Foundation, Inc 
Stamford Rotary Trust Fund
William Casper Graustein Memorial Fund

Supporters Circle  $2500-4,999

Citron Brothers Plumbing & Heating
Eleanor & Roy Nestor Family Foundation

Friends Circle  $500-999

Gartner Inc.
Google
Lenox Advisors
Mastercard Impact Fund
Soros Fund Charitable Foundation
Two Sigma

Matching Gifts
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Box Options Exchange, LLC
Charter Communications

Silver Circle  $10,000-24,999

First Bank of Greenwich
Wofsey Rosen Kweskin & Kuriansky, LLP

Fans



Supporters  Circle  $2,500-4,999
Paul Ernst
Jeffrey & Doreen Hendler
Jon & Jill Weiner

Contributors Circle  $1,000-2,499
Rob & Liz Ades
Irwin Ettinger
Greg & Jenny Fuchs
Alex & Cookie Goldblum
Michael & Candace Jemiolo 
Brian Large
Walter Markes & Jackque Mclean-Markes
James McQuade
Hence & Maria Orme

Bronze Circle  $5,000-9,999
Stewart & Susan Alpert
Joshua & Stephanie Bilenker
Brian & Karen Cohn
Geoffrey & Deborah Erickson

Kevin & Betsy O'Reilly
David Russekoff

Silver Circle  $10,000-24,999
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Individual Donors

Myrna & Herman Alswanger
Samantha Ashford
Kerrin & Stephne Behrend
Daniel & Lauren Botoff
Brian & Jennifer Erdlen
Carmen Failla
Steven & Gina Frederick
Ed & Donna Fuhrman
Jeff & Risa Goldblum
Judy Goodrich
Jim & Sue Kelly
Eric & Betsy Kriftcher
Marshall & Jackie Kurland
Dan & Arlene Laungayan
Stanley & Debbie Lee
Diana Lenkowsky
Victor & Harriet Liss
Nathalie Myara
Lawrence & Lori Palma
Howard & Gayle Rothman
Eileen Ryan

Friends Circle  $500-999

Jefry Rosmarin
Robert & Stephanie Sherman
Jatin & Raj Suryawanshi
Neil & Jane Yaris
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Fans
Michael Album
Caterina Alessio
John & Heather Alexander
Oliver & Gail Althoff
John Ashe
Jordan & Carla Bick
Dorothy Brill
Sharon Brown
David & Maryann Canfield
Suzanne Cohen
John & Mary Curley
Martine Curto
Theodora Di Sunno
Alelur Duran
Barbara Eigen
Josh Esses
Raul Feliciano
Bryan Fox
Paola Franco
Joseph Frattaroli
Robin Frederick &
   Michael Gold
Michael Friedman
Ewa Gadomska
Mark Gibbens &
   Amy Bradach

Andrew Gilbert
Irving & Marilyn Goldblum
Brad & Lira Goldman
Howard & Susan Goldman
Amanda Haney
Alyssa Harvey Dawson
Julie Hollenberg
Mike & Nina Holmgren
Corrin Jackson
Barbra Jacobs
Larry Jost & Andrea Kaminsky
Dena Kaplan
Jalen Latta
Peter & Hope Levensohn
David & Wendy Lewis
Andy Lustbader
 Jimmy & Ilyse Lyman
Michael & Jennifer Marchetti
Stan & Cynthia Miller
Brian & Lynn Murray
Amy Muslim
Christopher Nanos
Frank & Janet Oppel
Gil Orbach & Shani Cohen
Steve & Harley Osman
Oonagh Petrizzi

Patricia & Bob Phillips
Mitchell & Lisa Pomerance
Jeff & Lisa Popper
Ana Rabassa & Kevin McOsker
Rod & Jennifer Salvatore
Brett & Kim Schweber
Stephen & Leslie Schweber
Betsey & Arty Selkowitz
Richard & Kristin Selvala
Leon Shapiro & 
   Debbie Katz-Shapiro
Amy & Andy Silberfein
Rick Smeriglio
Allyson Souza
Nancy Souza
Juakeena Spencer
Helen & Chris Vlahakis
Mike & Carolyn Wind

Thank you to all of
our 2020 donors!
We couldn't do it
without you and
hope you will
support us again by
donating in 2021!

We apologize for any errors or omissions.



"PEACE on 3,
TOGETHER on 6!"


