BLOOMINGTON FASTPITCH BOARD MEETING

MONDAY, February 12th, 2007

DAKOTA CONFERENCE ROOM, BLOOMINGTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS

1800 WEST OLD SHAKOPEE, BLOOMINGTON, MN

1.)
CALL TO ORDER AND OPENING COMMENTS:  The meeting was called to order at 7:01pm.  Member present:  Deb Whited, Dave Fritzlar, Brad Plaman, Laura Schmit, Bob Briesemeister, Steve Earl, Kathy Sweeney, Roxanne Maciej, Alan Smith, Dave Gustafson, Tom Murphy and Marles Rittmaster.  Non members present:  Rick Santiago.  

Opening Comments by Deb:  On behalf of BFA, Deb sent a letter to the family that had an outstanding balance from 2006.  The family did follow up with a payment.  The issue is resolved.

2.) 
SECRETARIES REPORT: 
Motion was made by Dave Gustafson to accept February minutes as submitted.  Second by Kathy Sweeney.

3.)
TREASURE’S REPORT:
Current balance is $19,781.15.  We will need to pay for clinics and an accountant to prepare taxes. 

4) Discussion took place regarding Suburban League Qualifier.  Alan Smith reviewed the controversy of the Suburban League holding its’ qualifier at the same time as MSF will be holding their State Tournament.  It was decided that Bloomington would like to be proactive in their approach to this situation vs. reactive.  Brad Plaman and Steve Earl will make phone calls to the various cities to see what their thoughts are before the Suburban League meeting. The best solution for BFA is to participate in a league that offers choices for our teams

5.)
FUNDRAISING:
The idea was submitted to collect ink cartridges and turn them in for cash.  A few teams have had success in the past with this fundraiser.  

It appears the Legion will be running the Dred Scott concession stand for the season.  It was mentioned that we start working on donations for our tournament.  One suggestion was to contact Chili’s for chips and salsa – as well as Herberger’s for donations.  

We are still in need of a score board.  Pepsi did sponsor the baseball score board.  It was suggested that we table contacting a sponsor until we have final plans for the fields.

6.)
PLAYER DEVELOPMENT REPORT:  
The Sunday evening clinics have been very successful.  Penny is doing an outstanding job coaching.  

Steve mentioned that we will need an additional hour for try-outs.  He will contact the school.

There is a need for additional communication to promote the catcher’s clinics.  Laura will create a flyer to hand out at the hitting clinics.   She will also submit information to the Sun Current.  

7.)      COMMISSIONER’S REPORT:
It was brought to our attention that the registration forms states that BFA is part of the TCFL League.  Kathy will correct the form and reprint.

We would also like to add an hour to open pitching nights to include 8:00pm – 9:00pm.  Steve will confirm that we can use the space and once we have approval he will announce the extended time at the Sunday evening clinics.

A community meeting was held with all leagues that use Bloomington fields.  Steve was able to secure the use of McAndrew’s field which is located east of Valley View for BFA.  It is a smaller field, therefore only 8U’s and 10U’s can play at that location.  We are also requesting use of Haag Field and would like one more day on Dred Scott #2.

8.)
BLOOMINGTON LOVES ITS KIDS:  We have confirmed that the High School Captains will assist, as well as 4 or 5 players.  Laura will distribute a flyer to the schools advertising the event along with placing an article in the Sun Current.  Laura will assist with the sign – in, but she is looking for an additional volunteer.  She will send out an e-mail requesting assistance.  

9.)
BLOOMINGTON TOURNAMENT UPDATE:  
Registrations are starting to come in.  It was decided that we will host 56 teams, 7 brackets with 8 teams per bracket.  We will guarantee 5 games.  Mike Rowekamp has been contacting teams in various cities to encourage them to participate in our tournament.

10.)
MARKETING UPDATE:
Laura will be working on both flyers and communication in the Sun Current for clinics and registration information.
  

11.)
SUMMER LEAGUE:  


a.)  Registration:  To date we have 18 players registered for the 14U teams and 13 players for the 16U teams.  


b.)  Try-Out Dates:  posted in the newsletter.


c.)  Parent’s Meeting:  Parent Meeting date will be set by the next board meeting.


d.)  Coaches Selection:  is in progress


e.)  8U:  So far there is a commitment from Shakopee to host an 8U team.   The season will be shorter and play only one night per week.  There will be no uniforms, T Shirts only.  More information will follow after the Suburban League meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:16pm.  The motion was made by Laura Schmit and second by Dave Gustafson.

Respectfully submitted by Marles Rittmaster 

