BLOOMINGTON FASTPITCH BOARD MEETING

SUNDAY, JUNE 24,2007

DAKOTA CONFERENCE ROOM, BLOOMINGTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS

1800 WEST OLD SHAKOPEE, BLOOMINGTON, MN

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 6:59pm. Members present: Deb Whited, Dave Fritzlar, Bob Briesmeister, Tom Murphy, Brad Plaman, Steve Earl, Roxanne Maciej, Dave Gustafson, Alan Smith, Laura Schmit, Kathy Sweeney, Kellie Manning. Non members present: Bill O'Connor, Kevin and Mary Olson, Bernie Dietzler, Kim and Tony Mach, Gail Cieszak.

SECRETARIES REPORT: Minutes from June 24th had a correction under the commissioner’s report on the school drags the "fields" instead of "power". Motion to accept by Laura Schmit and second by Steve Earl.

TREASURER'S REPORT: Current balance is 31,600.00. Still need to pay second half of coaches’ payments and summer umpire bill. This balance does reflect cash from tournament. Kathy Sweeney accepted and Tom Murphy second.

COMMISSIONER'S REPORT: Field 6 at Dred will be tom up for fall ball and some work on field 7 is being done. Bob advised that trailer was moved.

PLAYER DEVELOPMENT: Gym time for winter clinics at Jefferson again starting October thru March. No gym time scheduled for tryouts yet. Pitching clinics requested availability at Olson Middle School two nights a week and Southwood for a third night possible. Catching clinics possible nothing set for that yet.

BLOOMINGTON TOURNAMENT UPDAtE: Steve read tournament bracket winners.

lOA and 12A were qualifiers for ASA nationals.

lOA – 1st  place Shakopee Black         2nd place Eden Prairie
                   3rd place Lakeville Lightening

lOB - 18t place Minnetonka Magic       2nd place Minnetonka Torpedos       3rd place Burnsville

12A - 1st place Blmtg Heat
   2nd place Eagan
        3rd place Richfield Red

12B - 1st place Mnkt Twisters
   2nd place Blmtg Blast
        3rd place Warnsville IL

14A - lit place Blmtg Force
   2nd place OsseolMaple Grove          3rd place Shakopee

14B -1 st place Richfield
     2nd place Prior Lake
        3rd place Burnsville White

16U - 1st place Eau Claire
    2nd place Eden Prairie
          3rd place Blmtg Force

Steve talked about how he received a great response from out of town teams. They loved the tournament set up. The coaches stated that the umpire group Was one of the best that they have seen, Thanks to Claire, Alan Smiths wife, and Suzie Williams who did a wonderful job coordinating the volunteers. Roxanne spoke on concessions and they went smoothly. Dip n dots sold out right away and suggested more for next year. Meat went well also.

Dave Fritzlar talked about a parking permit for across the street on Yukon. We need to apply for one next year for parking on the residential side of Yukon street and the ball field side. Should be no problem asking for several things on one permit from the city and this will save us some

money.

Financial review of the tournament was given by Dave Gustafson .. A handout was presented and a review of estimated costs of the GrilVtransporting grill and donations given for the drawings. Net income from Tournament was $11,388.00. A donation for the American Legion was talked about. Steve asked that Tim Brolsman and Pete Bedzyk be given a wmdshirt and a pullover shirt for the use of the grill and the help during the tournament. Deb will also send thank you note to those that helped in the over all success of the tournament. The issue of the trash cans being emptied on the Saturday was addressed. The cost of emptying them on Saturday was costly and it was suggested that we talk to the city about a recycle bin for cans/plastics set out next to actual trash cans. We will talk to the city for next year.

Bob reported that Jason Hicks from the city was very pleased to have the park as clean as it was before the tournament. Thanks to all the girls from the Bloomington teams that were on clean up duty throughout the entire weekend. This showed Bloomington pride in our tournament.

FALL LEAGUE: Deb will follow up and have something added to website about sign ups and registration.

OTHER BUSINESS: Mary and Kevin Olson were present at the meeting to discuss their daughter Sammy Olson (coach is Bill O'Connor who was also present) The incident involved Sammy slapping a girl in Burnsville last week (June 13th) during the hand shake at the end of the game. The President of Burnsville Fastpitch brought it to the attention of the Bloomington board the next morning. He was very upset and wanted the board to know that it was brought to the attention of the assistant coach immediately following the game. The email was sent to the BFA board based on no action taken on the part of Bloomington coaches. Bill O'Connor admitted that he was approached after all the parents were gone by his assistant coach and he also admits that he did not pursue the issue with Sammy. Several different perspectives were given and a lot of time was spent on he said / she said. The board spent several hours between talking to the Olson's and Burnsville coaches.

Mary Olson wanted to know why Sammy was never asked about what actually happened instead she was asked to meet with the Burnsville player and the Burnsville coach and make a formal apology. She was also asked to write a letter of apology to the Burnsville association and the Bloomington board for her actions. Sammy failed to fulfill her agreement that she made in order to continue to play her games the following week however the Board (after a meeting on the June 21st) discussed that the Olson’s did drive to Burnsvielle, however no apology was made by Ms. Olson. 

Deb sent a letter to the Burnsville Fastpitch Association on behalf of Bloomington Fastpitch Association and she also sent a letter to Bill O'Connor advising that Sammy's obligations were not met, and she has missed several games due to her refusal to meet obligations.  The Board discussed and decided that her continued absence of play would not be beneficial to her teammates. In addition, it was requested that Mr. O’Connor remind his players of the Bloomington zero tolerance position. Bernie Dietzler was also present and spoke on behalf of the parents on the 12u age level about the issue of the Board not standing behind Sammy. Deb advised that this is NOT a board issue and should have been handled first by Ms. Olson’s parents and in the absence of that, at the coaches’ level. 

Alan Smith was involved as a 12u age group representative and made several calls on this issue. Bernie also requested the copy of the Bloomington Bylaws. Deb will make sure he gets that. Bernie also has some issues with the selection Itryout process.

Bernie requested clarification on the tryout and team selectin process. Brad and Steve provided a detailed discussion on BFA’s tryout and selection process. Bernie was advised that an outline is on the website and sent with registration forms in the fall. Bernie was challenged by Steve to partake in the tryout /selection process and asked to be a part of the team that puts all of that together in the fall. Bernie agreed to participate.

Kim and Tony Mach, also present at the meeting, requested a copy of the Boards Bylaws and will meet with the Board after they are read. Agreed. Kim asked how often the Mission Statement and the policies get revisited. Last one was done in 2006. She offered her time and input on helping revise that statement. She is concerned with the coaching level at 12u age group and the self-esteem being a big part of softball. Deb thanked Kim for her input

Coach Bill O'Connor's final statement with the discussion about Ms. Olson’s behavior was that he appreciated the comments on the issue and wishes he had more warning with the whole incident. He apologized for Bernie using so much of the Boards time this evening and for the time spent on trying to rectify the situation. The Board thanked all the parents with issues for coming and talking with the Board openly.

CONCESSIONS BATTING CAGES 2008: Gary Morgan issue and the concessions being run by BFA was also under discussion. We talked about the amount of tournaments we would have to run and it sounds like only 4 of them. We would profit trom the whole concession amount and would have the main building for the concessions ( in the wheel) Volunteers are a big issue and with the amount of girls in summer tournaments it would be difficult to round up parent volunteers. Maybe offer the Bloomington /Kennedy teams the option to work the concessions to earn money for their trip during the spring break season. It was brought up that we need to invite Gary Morgan to the next meeting to see what all this would entail and what he is looking for.

MISC ISSUES: Katie Murphy hurt on the 16u A team and Amanda Payne stepping in and playing. She filled out paper work and should be okay. Also an issue with the 16U B team player hurt and then two others didn't want to play. This was handled through the team and coaches.

14U parent issue during the Bloomington tournament was also handled within team.
...

Meeting was adjourned at 8:53pm. Dave Gustafson motioned and Tom Murphy second.

Respectfully submitted by Kellie Manning, Secretary
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