2009 Boys Advanced 16 & 17 Festival and Final 54

The Minnesota Hockey Boys Advanced 16 & 17 Festival and the Final 54 program was a tremendous success again this year.  Both events were held at the Plymouth Ice Center, with the Festival running March 27th – 29, and the Final 54 occurring April 17th – 19th. 

Anyone who attended the Spring Festival was able to feel the atmosphere that was in that building that weekend. The level of talent, competitiveness and sportsmanship exhibited on the ice over the two weekends was without comparison. We heard nothing but compliments from parents, coaches and guests. This success is attributed to the hard work by many starting with the High School section GM’s, the coaches, evaluators, referees and all Minnesota Hockey officials that helped to run the events. The Wayzata Hockey volunteers and the arena staff make the event run smoothly. We had great crowds and we were well represented by college hockey coaches from around the country. We believe that the Spring Festival and Final 54 setting provides an excellent opportunity for our players to be seen by college coaches.

The Plymouth Ice Center continues to serve these events very well both from the three sheets of ice, and also from the amenities for the evaluators, coaches and spectators. Officials from the City of Plymouth and the staff at the Ice Center continue to make Minnesota Hockey a number one priority, ensuring the success of this program for all involved.

This was the second year that the 16 & 17 girl’s events were held simultaneously at the Plymouth Ice Center.  With another year of coordination and planning under our belts, both events ran smooth and met all of our expectations. The combined event is becoming one of Minnesota Hockey’s premier events.

In conjunction with the Minnesota Boys High School Hockey Coaches Association, Minnesota Hockey holds a sectional try-out format.  This format uses the 8 (A/AA) boundary sections of the Minnesota State High School League. The goal is that 40 players will try out in each section.  In both age groups, each section has a General Manager, a Head Coach, an Assistant Coach and 4 – 6 evaluators who will pick 20 players to play in the Spring Festival.  From the Festival, 54 players are selected to attend the “Final 54” try-out.  From this try-out, players are chosen to attend the USA Hockey National Select Camps in Rochester, NY. 

These two events offer players a tremendous amount of high quality ice time and exposure. For example, if a player made it all the way through to the “Final 54” try-out, he would have spent almost 18 hours on the ice in booth practice and game situations.  

As with every year, our goal was to have as many players, coaches and evaluators involved as possible. We reached our goal this year and had more than 320 players participate in each age category. One of the initiatives this year was getting more coaches involved in our Advanced Programs. We have implemented a policy that allows a coach to be involved in only one advanced program per year. This will open up more opportunities for coaches to get involved. We have struggled at times to get coaches to volunteer which has lead to some coaches being involved in more than one program.  This year we plan to start the recruitment process early on so that all coaches are aware of these opportunities.

It should be noted that the evaluation staffs worked diligently, tirelessly and with great sense of dedication to doing the right job. I was impressed by their attention to detail the entire time for both weekends. No parent could ever think that their child was not addressed at what ever level he or she played at during the games. 

The 2010 Spring Festival and Final 54 have been scheduled and will again be held at the   Plymouth Ice Center. The Festival dates are April, 16 – 18, 2010 and the Final 54 is booked for April 23 – 24, 2010. These dates will be posted on www.minnesotahockey.org under the Advanced Programs.

Respectively submitted,

John Petersen

Boys, Advanced 16 & 17 Director.

