GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
FEBRUARY 26, 2010
MINUTES

RIVER CENTRE, ST. PAUL, MN
1. Call to order by Past-President Brano Stankovsky.
2. Member coaches in attendance from sign-in sheets: Steve Guider-Blaine, Jack Gravel-North Metro, Shane Krey-WBL, Lance Carlson-East Ridge, Tom Kulenkamp-SLP/STA, Tom Rodefeld-Irondale, Bill Mauricio-Irondale, Peter McKenzie-Blaine, Eric Johnson-Minnetonka, Andrea Nichols-Minnetonka, Dale Peterson-Minnetonka, Chris Albee-Park Rapids, Laura Slominski-Edina, Tom Mackelbergh-Andover, Jaime Grossman-Holy Angels, Dave Kunz-Eveleth/Gilbert, Angie Zeig-New Ulm, Stan Skelton-East Range, Duane Northagen-Hibbing, Peter Hyduke-Hibbing, Jeremy Gunderson-Dodge Cty, Perry Wilkinson-Lakeville S, Dave Siebenahler-Luverne, Denny Bray-Austin, Herb Harvey-Eastview, Jon Holmes-Farmington, Scott Haley-Red Wing, Mo Hardwick-Eastview, Vic Brodt-Roseville, John Maclean-Roseville, Bill Schafhauser-Hill Murray, John Wareham-Mpls Novas, Jeff Lanz-Tartan, Denny Malarkey-TG, Tom Peart-TG, Margaret Dorer-TG, Jerry Kwapick-WBL, Randy Kieger-WBL, Jim Koltes-Rogers, Chuck McQuillan-Andover, Stephanie Sustercich-Brainerd, Marty Anderson-Sartell/Sauk Rapids, Joel Heitkamp-St Cloud, Jake Lanz-St Cloud, Tom Johnston-St Cloud, Ray Dahlof-Buffalo, Joel Tornell-Owatonna, Amanda Reed-Owatonna, Tim Hunst-Owatonna, Dick Bartholdi-Cloquet, Brano Stankovsky-Blake, Tim Morris-EPHS, Matt Menne-Bemidji, Dale Sager-Elk River,
3. Selected/announced Section Head and Assistant Coaches of the Year

a. Sect 1A
Gretchen Dahl-Faribault

Jeff Salmonsen-Faribault

b. Sect 2A
Mitch Fabel-Hutchinson

n/a note i
c. Sect 3A
n/a note ii,



Nicole Williams-NewUlm

d. Sect 4A
Dave Palmquist-SSP


Denny Malarkey-Totino-Grace
e. Sect 5A
Bob Kuehl-Mound-Westonka

Laura Vanelli-Breck

f. Sect 6A
Mitch Loch-Alexandria

Blair Hovel-Alexandria

g. Sect 7A
Jason Mahlen-Chisago Lakes

Ron Rykken-East Range

h. Sect 8A
Chris Albee-Park Rapids

Derrick Comstock-Warroad

i. Sect 1AA
Perry Wilkinson-Lakeville South
Joel Tornell-Owatonna

j. Sect 2AA
Laura Slominski-Edina

Chris LaCombe-EPHS

k. Sect 3AA
Tracy Cassano-Rosemount

Greg Gamache-Rosemount

l. Sect 4AA
Vic Brodt-Roseville


John Maclean-Roseville

m. Sect 5AA
Tom Rodefeld-Irondale

Bill Mauricio-Irondale

n. Sect 6AA
Eric Johnson-Minnetonka

Dan Berner-Armstrong

o. Sect 7AA
Joe Heasley-Elk River


Bruce Bordson-PHM

p. Sect 8AA
Brian Bergstrom-Roseau

Jeff Olson-Roseau

i. Kyle Barnes from Mankato East was nominated but he is not a member.

ii. Scott Kuhl from Fairmont was nominated but he is not a member.

4. Election of Section Reps

a. Sect 4A – Tom Peart

b. Sect 8A – Chris Albee

c. Sect 4AA – Bill Schafhauser

d. Sect 6AA – Eric Johnson

e. Sect 8AA – Matt Menne

f. Sections 2A, 6A, and 2AA yet to be filled/verified.

5. Voted for Class “A” Head and Assistant COY

a. Head COY – Mitch Loch-Alexandria

b. Asst. COY – Denny Malarkey-Totino-Grace

6. Voted for Class “AA” Head and Asst, COY

a. Head COY – Vic Brodt-Roseville

b. Asst. COY – Jeff Olson-Roseau

7. Statement read by Brano Stankovsky from incoming President Bill Halbrehder

a. Greetings Coaches,
    I am currently out of town at a funeral of a dear family member on my wife's side, but I want to take this opportunity to tell you that I look forward to the next two years as president of our Coaches Association.  Girls hockey has made great progress in our relatively short existence, and so has our Coaches Association.  There is still much to do however, and more challenges to pursue!  I personally would like to see more women involved in coaching, and in our organization.  So coaches...hire your former players as they conclude their college experiences, and get them involved.  I hope that women currently in our organization will continue to be involved at the Section level, and 
consider seeking positions on the Board of our Association!
    Our coaches website is starting to 'come of age', and can be a great source of information and activity for girls hockey, not only during the season, but all year long...we will continue to seek its improvement!
Our level of development is second to none, and Minnesota continues to produce quality female hockey players that can play at a high level. We are not without some hills to climb and bumps in the road however, and while this list is incomplete, here are some concerns from my perspective:

* We need to strive for *all* our coaches to be active members of our association, and use our web site to promote our sport in their local areas!

* We need continued involvement in our off-season programs, to insure that they stay focused on what's best for our players and our sport! 

* We* must*address the problem which prevent the continued growth of our sport state wide!  There are some real 'hotbeds' for girls hockey, but there are also areas hurting for numbers, and having to combine with other communities, and schools just to field teams. 

* The executive directorship is a key position in our Association structure, and from my experience in the past, including the boy's organization, Executive Directors only get better, as they get more experienced.  Tim Morris is running again this year for that position, and each term that Tim has served, has given him more knowledge and a better 
perspective on what is needed to make the organization run smoothly. I support Tim in that role.  In addition, when we do need to make a change at that executive position, lets consider doing it over a two year time period, so that an out going director can mentor and assist his or her successor!

* Finally, I would like to have the association consider developing sort of a volunteer ad hoc committee of past association members, experienced long term coaches, and knowledgeable girls and women hockey people, to be available as a sounding board, for ideas, opinions, and guidance in the continued growth and development of our sport.

Congratulations to the teams in the tournament, and a big thanks to all the people who run our festivals and programs, and to all you coaches who devote a big part of your life making girls hockey better! Back in the mid 90's at Aldrich with only four teams, who ever thought that we'd be playing at a place like the X, on TV, with 16 teams, lots of fans, a great Coaches Association, and players of such a high caliber! 
Sincerely,
Bill Halbrehder

8. Nominations taken for President-Elect position. The following members were nominated for the President-Elect position.
a. Jaime Grossman – declined nomination

b. Duane Northagen – accepted nomination

c. Steve Guider – accepted nomination

d. Ray Dahlof – accepted nomination

9. Election results for President-Elect. Ray Dahlof was elected to two year term.

a. Ray Dahlof – 23 votes

b. Steve Guider – 21 votes

c. Duane Northagen – 6 votes

10. Nomination taken for Executive Director position

a. Tim Morris – accepted

b. Duane Northagen – accepted

c. Jeff Polski – accepted

11. Election results for Executive Director position. Tim Morris was elected to three year term.

a. Tim Morris – 42 votes

b. Jeff Polski – 4 votes

c. Duane Northagen – 2 votes

12. Discussion regarding adding a new board position to the Executive Council proposed by Peter Hyduke of Hibbing to elect someone now and have exec board to ratify/create position later in the spring and place that elected person to that position. The exec board would need to identify the position responsibilities, the title of the position, and the length of term of the position (modify MGHCA Bylaws) before this would be installed in the position and voting rights on the board. Motion seconded Tim Morris.
13. Nominations taken for new board position.

a. Duane Northagen – accepted

b. Jeff Polski – accepted

14. Voting results for new board position. Duane Northagen was elected.

a. Duane Northagen – 28 votes

b. Jeff Polski – 14 votes

15. Discussed attendance at the Patty Kazmaier Award Banquet. Vote was taken on 1-28-10 with 16 yes votes, 1 no vote, and 5 votes not returned. Membership suggested that the MGHCA buy a table of ten. Attendees would first be selected from the Executive Council and then from the Section Reps before opening up any remaining spots to genera membership. The Exec Director will send out email asking for volunteers to attend the banquet.
16. Special thank you to John Wareham for organizing the spring meeting at the River Center in St Paul. Great job!!

17. Meeting adjourned at 6:00 pm.

Prepared by Tim Morris


