THE CAPE OLD TIMERS’ SOFTBALL LEGUE
Minutes of the August 18, 2010 Board Meeting

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Rocco Annesi, Jack Carey, Dick Connolly, Jim

DeVoe,  Jim Harrington, Dave Noonan, Bill Prodgers, Rich Sullivan, Fred Tirrell

and Commissioner Van Khachadoorian
Meeting Called to order at 9:00 AM

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes of the 7/21/2010 Board Meeting and the 7/24/2010 Mid-Season Meeting were approved and accepted by unanimous vote
Treasurer’s Report: Jack Carey.  Members received a Statement of Cash Receipts & Disbursements August 15, 2010 Compared to Budget.  Motion made by Jim DeVoe to accept report. Seconded by Bill Prodgers.  Vote, unanimous to accept

League Business:

1.  Player Ejection (8/12/2010): Written Report by Umpire Dennis Redding was emailed to Board Members prior to Board Meeting.  Each Board Member had their say regarding the incident involving Steve Brescette of the Land HO team.
a) The Commissioner made the recommendation that Mr. Brescette be suspended for the remainder of the season (2 games) and the playoffs.  Board members were then allowed to put forth their recommendations.
b)  Rocco Annesi recommended that S. Brescette be suspended for the rest      of the regular season and be allowed to play in the playoffs. He needs to be faced by his peers.
c)   Bill Prodgers offered a compromise between the above recommendations:   Suspend S. Brescette for the rest of the regular season plus one (1) playoff game.
Jim Harringtion would like an amendment, to which ever recommendation is chosen, that a letter be sent to Steve Brescette (and kept on file)indicating that if any conduct rules are broken again, he will be suspended, for life, from the League.
Votes were cast for each recommendation:

Recommendation (a) 3Aye votes


Recommendation (b) 4 Aye Votes

Recommendation (c) 2 Aye Votes
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2. Cape Cod 70’s Travel Team playing in the Classic:
By way of misinformation a rumor was circulated indicating that the 70’s Travel Team would not be allowed to play in the Classic unless they break into 2 teams of lesser skill and ability.

Rich Sullivan and Bernie Powers, co-managers, were very upset.  Rich Sullivan addressed a letter to Tom Radziewicz (Chair of the Classic) voicing his dismay and outrage at such a proposal.

Dick Connolly, who is working with Tom and Dick Larned, clarified what actually transpired: While working on the schedule on how to set up the teams they noticed that there were few 70’s teams and all “AA”. Teams don’t want to compete against the “Major” Cape Cod team.

Basically, we are looking for a solution so that the 70’s division will be fair and equitable.  We talked about options; e.g. giving a 7 run handicap; break the CC Major team into 2 teams; Bring in “AAA” teams – 3 might be enough.  Our objective is to keep Cape Cod 70,s Travel team in the Classic, but we need to get competition.  No decision/solution has been made yet.
3.  “Red Bat” Issue:  Van Khachadoorian
· The bat is ASA approved, end of issue
4.  Rule 5: Jim DeVoe
Some concern in Div. II that one team may be entering the playoffs with the minimum number of players.  Can rule 5 be waived in this circumstance?  No, the rule states that a team will only be given Pool Players if they have less than 8 players because of injury or some other exceptional circumstance which cause loss of player(s).
Motion made by Jim DeVoe, Rule 5 to be left unchanged

Seconded by Bill Prodgers

Vote: 8 Ayes, 1 abstain (Jim Harrington)

5.  Baker Field: Installation of Protective Fences – Van Khachadoorian

· Historical Society Approved of Safety Fence
· No higher than 5 feet
· Landmark Fence – cost depends on gage of fence $23 to $27 per ft.
· Board decided to put the decision on hold
6.  Report: League Banquet – Rocco Annesi

· All systems go
· Response is very good
· Just have managers urge player to get money in soon
· We may have to cut it off at 220
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7.  Thanks

· The Commissioner wishes to thank Jim DeVoe for organizing the picnic.  Also thanks to all who helped.

· Next year we will  just have the picnic without the morning meeting

· Also Congratulations to the 60’s Travel Team who won the “AA” Division in RI

8.  Memorandum of Agreement (MOU) – Memorial Field: report Jim Harrington

· Received a re-draft of MOU from the Town Counsel (8/3)
· It had everything we asked for:  No user fee and exclusive use of Memorial, but the times were wrong

· Need to get the times corrected and then, hopefully, we will be good to go

9.  Memorandum of Agreement (MOU) – Kelley #3: Report Van Kachadoorian

· Just waiting for the Director and Chairman of the Dennis Recreation Dept. to sign

· Then we will sign

· One thing they do not want is permanent foul poles, so we will use retractable ones (will store in a locked box)

10. Discussion: Player Evaluation and Assignment Committee (PEAC)

· Chairmen of the PEAC met with the Commissioner in order to establish guidelines and timelines.  They also discussed the importance of developing one uniform Evaluation tool for the entire league.
· Chairmen Mike Angelica (Div 1) and Ray Beaupre (Div.II) agreed that those two divisions would not be able to put teams together until after tryouts in April.

· Co-Chairs for Div. III & IV, Vin Scales, and Chris Sweeney have their committee members out evaluating players in those divisions.
· It is pre-mature to say that there will be a scramble in any division.  Each Division PEAC will make a recommendation regarding the need for a scramble or not.

· Managers have been sent their evaluation form and PEAC hopes to have received all of them by the end of the regular season.

· Richie Barber resigned from Division I PEAC for personal reasons.  Mike Angelica is in the process of asking players to replace him

11. Discussion: Upcoming Board Elections:
· Open – 2 year term: 4 Division Presidents

· Open – 2 year term: 1 At-Large

· Dick Connolly is going to run for Division IV President; he will resign his At-Large seat (1 year remaining – Board could appoint someone to finish term).
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· Dick Connolly is also Chair of the Nominating Committee.  The Commissioner appointed Jack Carey to take over this committee.
12.  Report:  Cape Cod Classic – Dick Connolly

· 50 teams expected
· Volunteers needed – Presidents will go to games with sign-up sheet
· Need to get more Div I & II players involved
· All field’s are reserved: Potter/Memorial, Kelley 1 (as a backup Fri. nite & Sat.), Baker – Sat. & Sun. and 4:00 PM weekday games, Townhouse & Sandy Pond 7 PM to dusk.
· Police and Fire Depts. have been notified
· Don Nolan will be back 8/24 for field maintenance
13.  Annual General Business Meeting/Elections: Sat. October 23, 2010 at the Harwich Community Center, 9:30 AM.  Coffee & donuts at 9:00 AM

12:00 Noon Secretary had to leave

Submitted by: Judy Kennedy, Recording Secretary

Zoepop2@comcast.net     508-224-4267

ADDENDUM:

Emergency Board Meeting called 8/21/2010

AGENDA:  Revisit player incident which was discussed in these minutes # 1

Gentlemen:

Let me thank each of you for your attendance at the early Saturday morning special meeting to revisit our earlier action regarding the player suspension issue.

Concluding the oral testimony of Dennis Redding, umpire involved in the August 13 incident at Sandy Pond between Land Ho and Birdwatchers, along with additional discussions by Board members, it was moved and seconded that the original suspension be rescinded. A revised motion and second was offered which includes the final two games of the regular season plus the entire playoff game schedule.

The revised motion carried with Jim Harrington voting "No" and Jack Carey recusing himself from the voting due to his position as team manager. Jim Devoe and Bill Prodgers were absent due to other work commitments.

Please be advised that Steve Brescette, Land Ho player, may participate in the Cape Cod Classic as a member of the 60+ Travel Team.

I telephoned Steve at 11:30AM, following the special meeting on Saturday morning, to inform him of the Board's revised suspension plan. I advised him to remain absent from his teammates as well as the parking areas at the fields during his suspension.

Steve accepted the revised suspension period without question.

Hopefully, this unfortunate situation has been resolved and that closure in this matter has been finalized.

 

Van

