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• Everyone pray and consider their fi nancial 
support of Trinity for 2008

• Sign up to automate your giving. Trinity 
spends thousands of dollars every year on 
interest while we are “at the cabin.”

• Return your pledge letter in the mail by 
December 2.

Trinity is growing in ministry – 
people and your generous support!

Now 
is the 
season to 
plan Your 
support

Gener  us
Hearts

support
Ministry

our

the
of Trinity



Sunday van schedule
Trinity’s van will be available during 
the Sunday 9 a.m. worship service. 
A van ride is available for members 
or non-members lacking other means 
of transportation. Please call the 
Church Offi ce (439-7400) between 
9 a.m. Wed. and 4 p.m. Thurs. to 
reserve your seat each week. Estimated 
pick-up times at senior residences if 
you have reserved a seat are:
8:15 a.m. – Boutwells Landing
8:25 a.m. – Raymie Johnson
8:35 a.m. – Croixdale
8:40 a.m. – Oakridge
8:45 a.m. – Rivertown  
      Commons 
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worship 
a t t e n d a n c e
November 10 & 11 
 5 p.m. 327 
 9 a.m. 358 
 10:30 a.m. 251

November 17 & 18
 5 p.m. 127 
 9 a.m. 358 
 10:30 a.m. 309

TODAY

worship o p p o r t u n i t i e s

remember in your prayers

November 21,24, & 25
 • Saturday, 5 p.m.: Worship, Communion
 • Sunday, 9 a.m.: Traditional Worship 
 • Sunday, 10:30 a.m.: the WALK Worship, Communion, Nursery
November 28, December 1 & 2
 • Wednesday, 7 p.m.: The River (Grades 9-12 youth worship)
 • Saturday, 5 p.m.: Worship, Communion
 • Sunday, 9 a.m.: Traditional Worship 
 • Sunday, 10:30 a.m.: the WALK Worship, Communion, Nursery

Please notify the Trinity offi ce at 439-7400 if you or anyone you know has 
a prayer need, or when you or a loved one is hospitalized (the hospitals do 

NOT notify us of admissions), has a baby or a death occurs in the family. Please contact 
Jane Backe at 439-6006 or Jan Most at 436-7264 for prayer team submissions.

Support in Prayer
• Jean Jacobson  • Ruth Hawkinson  •  Don Madsen  •  Evelyn Nordeen  • Ella Ramberg

Altar fl owers 
• Nov. 17 & 18 – In honor of our granddaughter Nora Yates’ baptism, given by 
 Willy & Carol Hendrickson and Uncle Dan Roesler
• Nov. 24 & 25 – In honor of David & Eda Samdahl’s 50th Wedding Anniversary 

on Nov. 23
• Dec. 1 & 2 – In honor of our families, given by Bob & Deb Eiselt
• Dec. 8 & 9 – In loving memory of Franklin & Deanna, given by 

Evelyn Peterson & family. 

Baptisms
•   Aliana Danielle Nordquist, daughter of Daniel Nordquist & Heidi McLaughlin

Sympathy to...
• The family & friends of Don Madsen, who passed away.
• The family & friends of Rick Minichillo whose mother passed away.
• The family & friends of Joyce Arones whose passed away on Nov. 16.

trinity
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n

Trinity’s Christmas Poinsettia Garden & 
Gift Opportunities
Form and payment must be turned in by Sun., Dec. 9, 2007.
Poinsettias may be picked up after the 10 a.m. service on Christmas Day. Donor 
names will be printed in the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day bulletins. Please 
fi ll out the form below and either bring it to the Church Offi ce, mail it, or place 
it in the offering plate.  

❒  Selian Hospital – Dr. Mark Jacobson $ ____________

❒  Nursery Furniture $ ____________

❒  Poinsettia(s) _____ @ $12 each = $ ___________

In memory of _____________________________________________________

In honor of _______________________________________________________

Given by _________________________________________________________

Phone #  (_______)____________________________

Total amount enclosed $ _______________________
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gratitude   
m i n i s t r yWith Pastor Kris Linner

care m i n i s t r i e s

praywhere you are
By Pastor 

Kris Linner

“God is good.  Our family is strong.  
The resurrection is true.  We will make 
it.”  Those were the moving words of  
Pastor Rolf Olson written in response 
to his 24 year old daughter’s murder.  
I found those words to be a powerful  
proclamation of faith and hope. It is the 
goodness of God that carries us through 
the difficult times in life.  Psalm 118 
states that promise clearly:  “God is 
good; God’s steadfast love endures 
forever.  Out of my distress I called on 
the Lord; the Lord answered me and set 
me in a broad place.  The Lord is on my 
side to help me.” (Ps 118:1,5,7)  It is the 
goodness of God’s presence that brings 
us through any and every situation in 
life.  It is good to know that we are 
never alone.  It is good to know that 
God is on our side.  It is good to know 
that there is nothing that can separate 
us from God’s love.  It is good to know 
the goodness of God, especially in the 
worst of times.

Part of God’s goodness is giving 
us people who will stand with us.  
Sometimes it might be a family member.  
For others it is a close friend that God 

My relationship with God has an ebb 
and flow to it and so does my prayer 
life. I think that is why I love Thomas 
Merton’s prayer. It reminds me that 
as my faith and prayer life ebbs and 
flows yet, God remains steadfast.
“Dear Lord, today I thought of the 
words of Vincent van Gogh: “It is 
true there is an ebb and flow, but 
the sea remains the sea.” You are the 
sea. Although I experience many ups 
and downs in my emotions and often 
feel great shifts and changes in my 
inner life, you remain the same. Your 
sameness is not the sameness of a rock, 
but the sameness of a faithful lover. 
Out of your love I came to life, by 
your love I am sustained; and to your 

brings to their 
lives.  God 
might surround 
us with the 
caring presence 
of a small group.  
Strength does 
come when we 
are surrounded 
with the love of others.

Indeed, the resurrection is true and 
not just when we or our loved ones 
die.  Little resurrections can be 
experienced throughout our lives.  
It is a resurrection when a broken 
relationship is mended.  Recovering 
from a major illness can be seen as a 
resurrection.  Connecting with another 
person after a time of deep loneliness 
is a resurrection.  Finding new hope 
after a bout with depression can be a 
resurrection. Experiencing new life 
through sobriety is a resurrection.  The 
truth of the resurrection can be found 
throughout our lives and when we do 
see those resurrection moments we 
know that God is good and we will 
make it.

love I am always called back. There 
are days of sadness and days of joy; 
there are feelings of guilt and feelings 
of gratitude; there are moments of 
failure and moments of success; but 
all of them are embraced by your 
unwavering love. 
My only real temptation is to doubt 
your love, to think of myself as 
beyond the reach of your love, to 
remove myself from the healing 
radiance of your love. To do these 
things is to move into the darkness of 
despair.
O Lord, sea of love and goodness, let 
me not fear too much the storms and 
winds of my daily life, and let me 
know that there is ebb and flow but 
that the sea remains the sea. Amen.”

“...and let these gifts  
   to us be blessed.”

We thank God for our ministers. On 
Nov. 4, we welcomed two special 
guests to our first annual Gratitude and 
Dessert Event at the Lake Elmo Inn 
Event Center. We came with grateful 
hearts, anticipating the famous desserts 
as well as inspiring messages from 
Jeremy Johnson, first-year seminary 
student and Gary Langness, retired 
pastor who grew up in Trinity and 
“came home” bringing a grateful 
message from a generous heart.

Inspiring is an understatement. These 
two men flooded the room with God’s 
love, God’s light, God’s abundant 
goodness. Our hearts were bursting 
with gratitude 
for the gifts 
that these 
two precious 
children of 
God brought 
to us from 
their heart, from God.

We thank God for the four dedicated 
ministers who lead our church. We have 
been richly blessed with the heart-felt 
compassion of Pastor Kris Linner, 
the delightful zaniness of Pastor T.J. 
Anderson, the academic scholarship 
of Pastor Siri Erickson, and the strong 
leadership of Pastor Dan Poffenberger, 
whose three powerful sermons, “The 
Gift of a Generous Heart” filled us 
with gratitude and entreated us to live a 
generous life.

We thank God for technology. Do you 
know that you can hear sermons online 
(www.trinitylc.org) if you missed them 
or if you want to hear them again? If 
you missed the compelling Gratitude 
Event, it was videotaped so there will 
be opportunities to hear the powerful 
messages that were brought to us. We’ll 
let you know when this video will be 
shown again and you may certainly 
contact us with your requests.

The Gratitude Team 

If you have a message of gratitude that 
you would like to share, email us at 
gratitudeministry@trinitylc.org or put a 
note in the offering or in the mail.



serve the w o r l d
Trinity Welcomes Valley 
Outreach with $1000!
Wow, Trinity! Over $1000 was gathered 
and donated in our name to Valley 
Outreach in their capital campaign. The 
Food Shelf, The Closet, and the 
Emergency Fund will have a new home 
on Curve Crest Boulevard early in 
December and you helped bring it here. 
The amount of monetary support is 
astounding! Thank you for truly giving 
a Trinity welcome to this community 
asset which assists so many of our 
neighbors. What a wonderful new 
beginning for Valley Outreach.

Thanks for the 
embroidered towels
Thanks to all who embroidered dish 
towels that were sold the day of the 
Lutefisk and Meatball Dinner. We had 
109 towels and sold them all! This is 
very exciting and appreciated greatly. 
Towels are available in the Church 
Office to start embroidering again. It’s 
a good winter past time. Please contact 
Norma Swanson at 439-6377 with 
questions.

Open your home for  
Christmas
If you have room at your table and the 
call in your heart to invite individuals 
who would otherwise spend their 
Christmas meal alone, Trinity’s Mutual 
Care Ministries would like to hear from 
you. Please contact Diane Rollie at 439-
7400, ext. 141, or drollie@trinitylc.org 
Bless you!

You are invited to lead or 
host an Advent PAUSE 
gathering!
The special season of Advent is drawing 
near, and with it comes the Advent 
PAUSE gatherings for women. If you 
are interested in leading or hosting an 
Advent PAUSE gathering, or would 
like more information regarding 
being a leader or hostess, please 
contact Karen Gieseke at 439-0146 or 
mkgieseke@msn.com. Advent PAUSE 
gatherings will occur the week of  
Dec. 2-8. 
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Christmas Gift Dilemma? 
Hard to buy for loved ones?
This year you can show your love at 
home and spread great joy in Tanzania 
at the same time. 

We have a “gift list” of items needed 
at the Bomalang’ombe Secondary 
School. You may make a contribution 
on behalf of someone in your life 
and we’ll provide a color photo card 
acknowledging the gift for you to give 
to your loved one. Many options for 
gifts exist, including bricks, cement, 
seeds, fertilizer, electrical wire, bunk 
beds, shipping containers, and you can 
even help build a dormitory.

For more information, see the poster in 
the Commons when you’re at church, 
or contact Tom Thiets, Missions 
Director in the Church Office or  
Michele Hermansen at 612-868-2255.

Think winter with  
clothing donations
Trinity is blessed to have a small sorting 
team whose primary job is to sort 
through all the clothing dropped off in 
the bins upstairs. It is a wonderful job 
because we get to see all the generous 
donations that people make, like 
beautiful sweaters and sturdy shoes. 
Our plea now is to THINK WINTER! 
Think of the warm layers/jackets/socks/
hats and gloves the homeless will need 
at Jesus Delivers. Think of the jackets 
and snow pants that the young school 
children in both St. Paul and Stillwater 
will get through Kids’ Winter Wear. 
Think of the warm sweaters, sweatshirts 
and jackets people can get at the free 
store at Joseph’s Coat in St. Paul. Think 
of all the refugees who come with so 
little, who need so much. And think 
of all the pairs of feet which need to 
have winter boots! Go through your 
closets—who really needs 12 scarves 
and 9 pair of gloves? Weed out those 
warm clothes which just take up space 
in your drawers and closets. Or buy 
some brand new ones! There are so 
many cold-weather needs in Minnesota. 
Let’s all pull together and clothe those 
who need the warmth of Trinity hearts! 
Anyone can join the sorting team; 
contact Kristie Anderson at 439-9133 or 
jkjsa@hotmail.com to help.

Katrina Rebuild Support
In this glorious month of Thanksgiving, 
we are mindful of the many gifts we 
have received: family, friends, a home to 
live in, meaningful work, and service to 
others to name a few. Seventeen Trinity 
friends are making plans to travel to 
Mississippi in January to help build 
homes for Katrina survivors. Currently 
we are hearing in the news about how 
critical the need is for good homes 
instead of the deficient and possibly 
dangerous FEMA trailers. 

How can you help?

• Cash contributions to support the 
team. With rising gas costs, the trip 
can be costly. To support team travel, 
make a check out to Trinity ; in the 
memo line specify Katrina Team 
Support.

• Monetary contributions to support 
the homeowners. Make your check 
out to Trinity; in the memo line 
specify Katrina Rebuild. 100% 
of your donation will go to the 
rebuilding program in Ocean Springs, 
Mississippi.

• Home Depot or Lowes gift cards for 
building supplies for homeowners.

• Snack foods – granola bars, 
individual packs of cookies or 
crackers for the team on the road.

Mail or bring your checks/cards to the 
Church Office. Leave snack foods in 
the office, bagged and labeled for Kristie 
Anderson. 

Are you a techo-geek?
Audio/Visual Ministry seeks you! 
Looking for an exciting way to get 
involved at Trinity and its ministries? 
The Audio Visual Ministry is looking 
for youth and adults with good attitudes 
and an interest in technology to help 
out with Sunday morning worship 
operations. Interested? Please contact 
Jacob McBroom, Audio Visual Director 
at jake_mcbroom@hotmail.com or at 
507-271-5696. No experience 
necessary; we will train!
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serve the w o r l d
Reaching Out from the 
Valley . . . 
New “Home.” Valley Outreach is 
excited to announce that we will be 
celebrating our 25th anniversary in our 
new home. We are moving from our 
current location on Omaha Ave. in  
Oak Park Heights, to  
1911 Curve Crest Boulevard in 
Stillwater over the weekend of Dec. 1-2. 
We will be open to serve at our new 
home on Mon., Dec. 3. If you want to 
volunteer to help us with our move, 
please contact Lowell Saterbak at  
436-6252 or lsaterbak@aol.com.

Mission Tanzania  
continues...
Please remember Pastor Chuck and  
Flo Claus in your prayers as they con-
tinue their teaching at Tumaini Univer-
sity in Iringa, Tanzania, into January. 
Chuck is teaching seminary students 
while Flo is teaching some English 
classes. They’ll be gone during the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays, 
and it would be so nice to know they’re 
remembered. They have fairly regular 
access to email in Iringa so you can send 
them a note at: florenceclaus@yahoo.
com.

Knit for the Food Shelf
If you love to knit and keep children 
warm, why not start now on the 
hats and mittens for area children? 
The Valley Food Shelf collects and 
distributes to those in need. All shapes, 
sizes and colors are wanted. If you have 
questions, please contact Barb Bylander 
at 439-4364.

JESUS Delivers
Winter Serving Dates: Sign up Now!
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 26
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23
March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Meet at The Daily Grind coffee shop in 
Stillwater and carpool to St. Paul
Serve meals to homeless men and 
women in St. Paul. Contact Peter or 
Cary at peterbolstorff@scelimited.com 
or caryjbolstorff@comcast.net, or  
439-8342 to serve. For complete details 
about the JESUS Delivers ministry, visit 
www.jesusdelivers.info

JESUS Delivers Christmas 
backpack items
You can donate items or you can 
Adopt-A-Backpack. The goal is to fill 
each backpack with the same items to be 
fair to all recipients.
Items needed by Sun., Dec. 16:
• Backpacks • Socks
• Toothbrushes • Toothpaste
• Deodorant • Shampoo
• Soap • Lotion
• Chapstick
• Treats – snacks (nuts, beef jerky, gum, 

sunflower seeds, granola bars, etc.)
• Adult men’s or women’s hats or 

head-bands, gloves, scarves (new or 
gently used)

You can bring items on the list to the 
JESUS Delivers bin or  
Adopt-A-Backpack as a family, group, 
or with your co-workers or friends. Join 
the JESUS Delivers crew on Saturdays. 
Questions? Contact Peter or 
Cary Bolstorff at 439-8342.

Jonathan 
Nye 
the Psalms 

Guy 

Psalm 26:6-7 
I wash my hands, Lord, to 
show my innocence, and I 
worship at your altar, while 
gratefully singing about 
your wonders.

The assurance that I stand blameless 
in front of God is the essence of faith. 
It isn’t founded on any good I have 
done, but the goodness of Jesus. 

This is so comforting. My best efforts 
are often full of blunders and selfish 
motives, unbefitting a child of God. 
But I remind myself that I am God’s 
child, not because I know how to 
wash my own hands, but that God 
has washed them for me. 

This is not like Pontius Pilate who 
washed his hands to show his 
innocence in putting Jesus on the 
cross. Pilate was trying to make a 
point to the accusers of Jesus, that 
this wasn’t his battle, not his fault.  
I wash my hands in a figurative sense, 
trusting in God to forgive me. I don’t 
know whether my troubles are self 
induced or because of the sins of 
others, so I wash my hands to show 
my utter helplessness. I think I’m 
innocent, but God help me, for  
I don’t know for sure. 

I worship the God who forgives. The 
God who created the heavens and the 
earth, all of the cosmos, something 
I can’t begin to fathom how or 
why. I trust this God, and I know 
God’s love and forgivness makes me 
innocent by looking the other way 
– to Jesus. 

I am comforted by this assurance.  
It is too wonderful to comprehend. 
I worship gratefully acknowledging 
this wonder of wonders, miracle of 
miracles. God loves me!

Al’s Retiring!
After 23 years of service, our lead 
custodian 
Allen 
Oswald has 
announced 
that it is 
time for him 
to retire. 
Saturday, 
Dec. 8 will be 
Al’s last day 
“on-duty” at 
Trinity.

Al’s the guy behind the scenes who 
makes sure the building is open, 
clean, secure and inviting, rooms 
are set up, lights are on, etc., every 
day.

We want to thank him for his 
tireless service to the ministries 
of Trinity, stewarding our facility 
resources. 

At Al’s request, we are not holding 
a party for him, but if you see him, 
please stop and thank him for his 
dedication and hard work over the 
years.
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on-purpose m i n i s t r y
HE SAID....
Mark Peters Part 1
Looking back, I can point to the precise 
moment in my life when God called me to 
a path of transformation. The moment has 
stayed with me ever since. My daughter had 
just been diagnosed with cystic fibrosis.  
I was huddled with Maddy’s physician and 
my wife Mary, discussing treatment needs, 
and I began to explain why immediate 
hospital admittance just didn’t work for me. 
There was a year-end audit to complete, a 
board meeting to prepare for, a boat show in 
Ft. Lauderdale to attend, such a demanding 
time – could we push the timing out a few 
weeks, I asked. Silent stares of disbelief came 
back at me, time froze in that moment, and a 
realization flooded through my body. I was not in control.

Confronted with my daughter’s lengthy illness and her 
diagnosis, I did what a lifetime of socialization had taught 
me to do in the face of tremendous upset in my life. I ran 
from it. I turned a deaf ear to God’s call, and I ran. I ran into 
the world that I had created for myself; where I did not have 
to feel pain or care deeply; that provided the means for my 
external self-esteem props and isolated me from the very 
people who would have shared this sadness with me. I began 
to devote more and more time to my corporate climb, where 
my aloneness would be concealed, and where my grief would 
smolder unattended.

At home things were treacherous, and Mary and I were 
filled to overflowing with stress. Maddy was hospitalized 
or on the verge, countless times. We quickly came to believe 
that medicine was much more an art than a science, as there 
seemed to be no clarity in how to best stabilize the situation 
and keep Maddy out of danger. Hospitalizations and certain 
other events would pull me into the mix; but other times my 
focus was external, on what I had persuaded myself was my 
mission in all of this. In truth, I had conveniently selected 
a “mission” that would take me around and away from the 
heart of our situation, the burden of Maddy’s illness falling 
largely on Mary’s capable (thank God) shoulders.

And I began to feel like a stranger in my own home. My 
relationship with Mary became increasingly distant; I was in 
conflict with my adolescent sons; I knew little of my younger 
children and their lives. I had arrived in a place that I had 
somehow aspired to, a place of desolation that I believed 
would hold me hostage without end, the binds of financial 
need and obligation having been blown up beyond all truth in 
my mind. And I ran until I could run no further. Then God 
opened a door for me, and I found myself walking through 
that door. I resigned my corporate position about three years 
after Maddy’s diagnosis. Mary was diagnosed with breast 
cancer two days later. It was a low moment in life, a perfect 
storm of sorts, and I was beginning to heed the call.

I can tell you from 
experience, to be forgiven 
is a powerful thing. And 
for me, if ever I had been 
a witness to God’s grace 
in this world, it was when 
I felt Mary’s forgiveness 
wrap around me and pull 
me in from the cold. We 
would face this storm 
together, and we would 
heal each other, and our 
family, along the way. We 
would discover God’s 
call for us in dealing 
with these struggles. The 
transformation was well 
underway.

SHE SAID....
Mary Peters Part 1 
Mark and I had been married for 11 years, when our fourth 
child was born. We were so happy to have a daughter, after 
having three sons! I eagerly welcomed the words pink, lace, 
and tea parties back into my vocabulary! We named her 
Madeline Rose, and she was beautiful! (As I’m sure our over-
flowing exuberance showed.)

Maddy Rose slept a lot her first year of life. As that first year 
unfolded she was becoming sick more often than normal, 
with coughs, fevers, and a lot of vomiting. We knew her life 
was in danger when she progressively got worse and started 
losing weight along with learned abilities, like sitting up. She 
would not take to any food or liquid by the age of 12 months. 

At 15-months-old Maddy was diagnosed with cystic fibrosis. 

We were whisked into the University of Minnesota Hospitals 
for a lengthy stay. We learned about this terrible disease our 
precious little girl had. How C.F. is incurable. How there is 
no way to know how long a life-span she would have. We 
learned that all of the mucus-lined organs inside Maddy’s 
body were greatly affected. We learned her care would 
be very demanding (many, many medicines, four chest-
pounding treatments each day, watching all her food intake, 
counting breaths, and monitoring all organ functions). We 
learned all the boys would have to be tested (joyously none 
of them have C.F.). We learned the history of C.F., like how 
there are 30,000 children and young adults in the U.S. with 
cystic fibrosis. 

We brought Maddy home and ended up back in the hospital, 
on and off, for the next two years. She suffered from DIOS, 
a life-threatening complication of C.F., affecting a child’s GI 
track, causing great pain both day and night. I was living on 
absolutely zero sleep, mixed with extreme stress.

There came a point for me of 
complete desperation. I could not 
keep everything going. This relentless 
routine had taken its toll and I finally 
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nov.  24 - dec.  7 c a l e n d a r
Sat., Nov. 24
 5 p.m.  Singles Connection Worship/Dining
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION  

Sun., Nov. 25
  NO Sunday School
 9 a.m. Couples Small Group: Library Conference Room 
 9 a.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY 
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY 
 2 p.m. Trinity Rec League (TRL): Gym

Mon., Nov. 26 
 7:30 a.m.  AA Meeting: Living Library 
 9 a.m. Retired Men’s Planning Session: Living Room
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi (Session 2): Gym
 7 p.m.  Monday Night Bible Study: Living Library 
 8 p.m. Co-ed Adult Basketball: Gym

Tue., Nov. 27
 8:30 a.m.  Tuesday Morning Bible Study: Living Room 
 9 a.m. Moms Day Off: Lower Level 
 1:15 p.m.  Prayer Group: Office Conference Room 
 6 p.m. R.O.C.K. Basketball (Grade 3-4): Gym
 7 p.m.  The WALK rehearsal: Worship Center
 Wed., Nov. 28
 2 p.m. Trinity Today deadline
 9 a.m.  Pilates w/ Stability Ball: Narthex 
 10:30 a.m. Lutefisk Dinner Team meeting: Living Room
 4:30 p.m.  Confirmation Band Practice: Worship Center 
 5 p.m.  Allelulia Choir (Gr. 3-6): Choir Room 
 5 p.m.  Joyful Noise Choir (K-Gr. 2): Heritage Chapel 
 5:30 p.m.  Pizza Night: Gym 
 6 p.m. Leader Mtg Gr 7-8 Confirmation: Narthex 
 6 p.m. Club 56 (Gr. 5-6): Luther Hall 
 6 p.m.  Bible Explorers (Gr. 3-4): Gym 
 6 p.m.  Wed. Learning (3 yrs.-Gr. 2): Lower Level 
 6:30 p.m.  Gr. 7-8 Confirmation: Lower Level 
 6:30 p.m.  Leader Meeting Gr. 9 Confirmation: Narthex 
 7 p.m.  Gr. 9 Confirmation: Lower Level
 7 p.m. The River Youth Worship (Gr. 9-12):  
  Garden Room
 7 p.m. Temple Choir rehearsal: Choir Room
Thu., Nov. 29  
 7 a.m. AA meeting: Living Library
 9 a.m. Bible Study-Gospel of John: Living Room 
 9 a.m. Moms Day Off: Lower Level
 2 p.m. the WALK rehearsal: Worship Center
 2:30 p.m. Sr. High Open Gym
 3 p.m. Jam with Drew: Worship Center
 6 p.m. R.O.C.K. Basketball: (Gr. 3-4) Gym
 6:30 p.m. Adult Katrina Trip meeting: Living Room
 Fri., Nov. 30
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Living Library 
 10 a.m. Knitting Ministry: Living Room
 2 p.m. Angel Breakfast & Advent-ure set-up:  
  Garden Room
 5 p.m. Nelson/Kuykendall wedding rehearsal:  
  Worship Center
 Sat., Dec. 1
 8:30 a.m. Breakfast with Angels: Garden Room
 8:30 a.m. Advent-ure: Luther Hall
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION
 6:30 p.m. Nelson/Kuykendall wedding: Worship Center 
 8 p.m. Vocal Essence concert: Worship Center

Sun., Dec. 2 
 9 a.m.  Bible Explorers (Gr. 3-4)  Garden Room 
 9 a.m. Sunday School (3 yrs.-Gr.2): Lower Level 
 9 a.m. Club 56 (Gr. 5-6): Luther Hall  
 9 a.m. Couples Small Group: Library Conference Room 
 9 a.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY 
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY 
 10:30 a.m. Couples Small Group: Room 108
 10:30 a.m. Living Your Strengths 2: Living Room 
 10:30 a.m. Sunday School (3 yrs.-Gr.6): Lower Level
 10:30 a.m. Jesus 101: Garden Room 
` Noon Mexico Mission Info. meeting: Garden Room
 2 p.m. Trinity Rec League (TRL): GYm

Mon., Dec. 3
 7:30 a.m.  AA Meeting: Living Library
 9 a.m. Small Group Leader training: Room 108B
 6 p.m. R.O.C.K. Basketball (Gr. K-2): Gym 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi (Session 2): Gym 
 7 p.m. Monday Night Bible Study: Living Library 
 8 p.m. Co-Ed Basketball: Gym

Tue., Dec. 4
 8:30 a.m.  Tuesday Morning Bible Study: Living Room
 9 a.m. Moms Day Off: Lower Level
 1 p.m. Martha Circle: Home of Helen Orff
 1:15 p.m. Veteran’s Service Planning meeting: Room 108A 
 6 p.m. R.O.C.K. Basketball (Grade 3-4): Gym
 7 p.m. Dorcas Circle: Meet at restaurant
 7 p.m. Jesus 101: Garden Room
 7 p.m.  The WALK rehearsal: Worship Center
 Wed., Dec. 5
 9 a.m.  Pilates w/ Stability Ball: Narthex 
 9:15 a.m. Heart of the Home Moms: Lower Level
 11 a.m. Senior Communion and Lunch:  
  Worship Center, Garden Room
 4:30 p.m. Confirmation Band practice: Worship Center
 5 p.m.  Allelulia Choir (Gr. 3-6): Choir Room 
 5 p.m.  Joyful Noise Choir (K-Gr. 2): Heritage Chapel 
 5:30 p.m.  Pizza Night: Gym 
 6 p.m. Leader Mtg Gr 7-8 Confirmation: Narthex
 6 p.m. Couples Small Group (5 signs): Office Conf. Room 
 6 p.m. Club 56 (Gr. 5-6): Luther Hall 
 6 p.m.  Bible Explorers (Gr. 3-4): Gym 
 6 p.m.  Wed. Learning (3 yrs.-Gr. 2): Lower Level 
 6:30 p.m.  Gr. 7-8 Confirmation: Lower Level 
 6:30 p.m.  Leader Meeting Gr. 9 Confirmation: Narthex 
 7 p.m.  Gr. 9 Confirmation: Lower Level
 7 p.m. The River Youth Worship (Gr. 9-12):  
  Garden Room
 7 p.m. Temple Choir rehearsal: Choir Room
 7 p.m. Jubilate Bells: Heritage Chapel
 Thu., Dec. 6
 7 a.m. AA meeting: Living Library
 9 a.m. Bible Study-Gospel of John: Living Room 
 9 a.m. Moms Day Off: Lower Level
 2 p.m. Miriam Circle meeting: Living Room
 2 p.m. Caregiver Support Group: Joseph’s Restaurant
 2:30 p.m. Sr. High Open Gym
 3 p.m. Jam with Drew: Worship Center
 6 p.m. R.O.C.K. Basketball: (Gr. 3-4) Gym
 6:30 p.m. Small Group Leader training: Room 108B
Fri., Dec. 7
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Living Library 

had to “let go” of my little girl... 

In a moment of enlightenment, I knew 
the answer. I had to stop taking on the 
responsibility for every breath Maddy 
took, for every bite she ate, for all her 
meds and treatments, and ultimately for 
her life or death!

I put my daughter’s life back into God’s 
hands!

I still remember the heaviness that 
lifted from me that day. It suddenly all 
made sense, Maddy was never mine to 
begin with. She is God’s child... placed 
in my protective care. She has a call of 
her own, from God. God has plans for 
Maddy. I don’t know what they are. I 
am merely here to help her along her 
divine path.

I prayed with all of my might!

“Please God” I remember saying aloud, 
“Take this child home, if you MUST, or 
leave her here in our care... just help her 
one way or the other!”

I was begging for a decision.

Then came the miracle drug! That same 
week Maddy was started on a medicine 
newly developed for C.F. that put a 
stop to her DIOS! 

Our life got better! Maddy was staying 
out of the hospital and we had one year 
of respite. One year for Mark and I to 
try and reconnect with the rest of our 
children. One year to get some repairs 
done at home. One year to have some 
normalcy.

Out of that fire came new growth and 
change. Our oldest son was in junior 
high, the other two were in elementary 
school. I was trying my hand at C.F. 
awareness and fundraising. Maddy 
had stabilized. Mark was leaving his 
corporate job.

Then came the second hammer to fall. 
My doctor called Mark and I into his 
office, after a mammogram and multiple 
biopsies. He said it was bad. Stage 
III breast cancer...no clear margins...
greater than 8 cm...much lymph node 
involvement...

One of our sons, said it best when he 
cried out, pounding his fists,

“Why always our family, God?!”



New Children Youth & 
Family Ministry Offi ces in 
Luther Hall
The Children’s Ministry Staff has 
moved to new offi ces in Luther Hall. 
Stop in and visit with the staff about  
upcoming Children’s Ministry events or 
Sunday/ Wednesday Learning.  Check 
out the new registration window when 
you drop off registration forms for any 
Youth and Family Ministries event. 
Staff located in the new offi ces are:

• Rebecca Christiansen, Director of 
Early Childhood Ministries

• Mary Peters, 
Children’s Ministries Coordinator

• Karen Gieseke, Director of 
Middle Childhood Ministries

• Lindsay Stolen, 
Bible Explorers Coordinator

• Karen Elowson, Registration and 
Communications Coordinator

For questions regarding junior or 
senior high events or confi rmation, visit 
the staff located in the Youth Center 
offi ces. 

• Cindy Jones, 
Director of Youth Discipleship

• Cory Jones,  
Director of Youth Programs

• Denise Voran, Ministry Events 
Planning Coordinator

• Drew King, Youth Intern

ADVENT-ure!
Sat., Dec. 1, 8:30-10:30 a.m. 
Luther Hall, Students in Grades 3-6
Cost: suggested $10/person
An ADVENT-ure is a special event 
to celebrate the beginning of the 
Christmas season!
We will:

• Eat breakfast
• Play games
• Have fun activities
  ...and much more!

Please RSVP as soon as possible to 
Karen Elowson at 
kelowson@trinitylc.org 

Family Engaging 
Devotion (FED) ministry! 
Written by families and friends in our 
own faith community, these weekly 
family devotions will arrive at your 
home at the click of a mouse! Written 
to coincide with the learning theme 
and scriptures being used throughout 
Trinity learning opportunities 
that week, FED gives families an 
opportunity to begin and continue faith 
conversations, and nurture and grow 
in their faith together. Email Karen at 
kelowson@trinitylc.org to sign up.

Faith in Action Team
Senior high students – are you interested 
in making a difference in Stillwater 
and around the Twin Cities through a 
variety of different service projects?
Meet other senior high students one 
Saturday a month for great times 
serving God through serving others! 
Team members will help decide what 
service projects are chosen for each 
month. Contact Cindy Jones via email 
at cjones@trinitylc.org or at ext. 137 
if you are interested in being a part of 
the team  

Youth Jam Sessions
Thursdays 3-5 p.m.
Come jam with Drew King on 
Thursdays after school. Learn worship 
songs and jam. All instruments 
welcome. Let Drew know you are 
coming by leaving a message at ext. 134.

family m i n i s t r i e s
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Youth Worship 
  

The River is a worship service 
especially for senior high school 
students. It includes a student-led 
worship band, real-life talks on what 
youth are facing each day, powerful 
videos produced by youth and 
something new each week. 
The River is a great place to connect 
with God mid-week; bring your 
friends and be yourself.   

family m i n i s t r i e s

Wednesdays
7 p.m.

Garden Room

Kids pre-k thru grade 2
You are invited to the fi rst annual

      Breakfast with Angels
Sat., Dec. 1, 2007 
8:30-10:30 a.m.
Trinity’s Garden Room

Celebrate with crafts, songs and stories. 
Hear the Christmas story from special visitors!
Suggested donation of $3 per person.
Please RSVP by completing a postcard or emailing Karen Elowson 
at ext. 112, or kelowson@trinitylc.org as soon as possible. 
RSVP postcards are located in the Commons. 

Mexico Mission 2008
All 10-12 grade students are invited to 
apply for the Mexico Mission trip! This 
year’s trip will be March 14-21, 2008. 
In Mexico, students will be challenged 
physically as they mix concrete and 
build roofs and are encouraged to grow 
spiritually as they serve others for 
Jesus. Student and adult applications 
for the Mexico Mission trip are still 
available at The River and in the Youth 
Center. However, students now will be 
placed on a waiting list. If you have any 
questions contact Cory Jones at ext. 144. 
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An Advent P.A.U.S.E
Peace And Understanding—
a Season to Embrace
Enjoy the season with a time to pause 
and wonder about the gifts of Advent. 
Join other women in a relaxed time of 
fellowship and refl ection, hosted in 
women’s homes during the week of 
Dec. 2-8. Sign-up for Advent PAUSE 
gatherings will be on Sun., Nov. 18, 25 
and Dec. 2, or in the Church Offi ce 
during the week. For more information, 
contact Karen Gieseke at 439-0146 or 
mkgieseke@msn.com

Senior Communion & 
Worship Service
Wed., Dec. 5, 11 a.m.
All Seniors and Hilltoppers: Please 
mark your calendars now for the next 
Senior Worship Communion Service. 
Ater the service you are invited to 
the Garden Room, where you will be 
served a Christmas Dinner, prepared 
and served by Trinity’s CareGivers.  The 
Trinity Staff Bell Choir will provide 
entertainment.  

learning & growing  
Meeting Jesus in the 
Gospel of John 
Thursdays through Dec. 13, 9-10 a.m. 
Living Room
The poetic literary style of the Gospel 
of John is fi lled with rich imagery. 
Like the other gospels, the Gospel of 
John tells the story of Jesus’ life and 
teachings, but it does so in a unique and 
interesting way. Come when you can as 
we read and discuss the Gospel of John 
together. Led by Pastor Kris Linner.

Cultivating Spiritual 
Leadership retreat
Fri., Jan. 25 & Sat., Jan. 26
YMCA Camp St. Croix,
south of Hudson, WI
For more information contact 
Diane Rollie at 439-7400, ext. 141.

Retired Men:
Are you a CSI fan? Are 
you into reality programs?
Tour the Minnesota Bureau of 
Criminal Apprehension (BCA) 
facilities in St. Paul
Thu., Dec. 13 
Has Hollywood elevated the 
investigative capabilities beyond reason 
or are they showing the cutting edge of 
new technology? Are the investigators 
as attractive? Are they often on the 
fi ring line? You will be able to see, hear 
and ask about the scientifi c investigation 
processes that serve the state law 
enforcement agencies. Because of BCA 
space limitations, the tour group is 
limited to 25 people and they need 
the names (wanted felons should not 
apply.) Car pools will be available and 
a restaurant lunch is scheduled. Please 
sign up at the Information Center in the 
Commons or contact Lowell Saterbak 
at 436-6252 or Lsaterbak@aol.com. This 
will be a memorable experience.

upcoming  e v e n t s

young adult
m i n i s t r y

Reconnect through 
new ministry
Young Adult Ministry beginning
Trinity is beginning the process of 
creating a new 
ministry that 
aims to connect 
with people who 
have fallen away 
from the church 
community.  A 
large number of 
people fall away 
from the church 
after high school 
and a surprising 
number of them 
never get reconnected. Jeremy Johnson 
has joined the staff and is looking at 
ways to connect with these people.  The 
fi rst step will be connecting with those 
in the community who are between 
the ages of 20-40 or those people who 
know people between those ages that 
they want to reconnect with the church. 
Please contact Jeremy with an interest 
or insight into this new ministry. 
You can contact Jeremy via email at 
jjohnson@trinitylc.org or ext. 139.

Angel Tree 2007 
in the Commons Sun., Nov. 25

Angel Tree works by connecting parents 
in prison with their children through 
the delivery of Christmas gifts. Prison 
chaplains identify willing prisoners, and 
their information is forwarded to the 
National Prison Ministries offi ce. Trinity 
will get the information on 100 children 
who live in the east metro area. The 
committee then contacts the children’s 
caregivers for gift requests, completes 
forms for Trinity members, collects the 
gifts by family, and assures that they are 
delivered the week before Christmas. 
Each child receives two gifts – a need and 

a want, valued at about $20. Trinity members purchase gifts, 
wrap and label for delivery. Delivering the packages in person is 
very rewarding, but gifts also may be left in the Church Offi ce 
by Sun., Dec. 9. Donations can also be made toward $20 Target 
giftcards for the childrens’ caregivers. Watch for the angel cards 
on the Angel Tree on Sun., Nov. 25!


