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A message from the NYHA President - Bob DeSpirt . . . . .  
     Hopefully everyone enjoyed their season and is looking forward to some 
time away from the rink.  For those that still have not had enough hockey, 
there are some options available to you; see the NYHA website.  Please take 
the time to read your newsletter as it contains valuable information for next 
season; especially Registration which will hold a spot for you in next season’s 
House Program.   
     The NYHA is also in the process of conducting our annual reviews.  There 
are two separate surveys that are being taken.  The first survey is the 
coaches’ evaluation and the second is the Association specific survey.  
These surveys are being conducted electronically and are being e-mailed to 
your e-mail address that we have on file.  Please complete both surveys as 
the input we receive from our Association members will help guide the pro-
gramming and coaching personnel put in place for next season.   
     For those interested in becoming more involved in the Association, please 
consider running for the Board of Directors; nominations are now open.  
From the Board’s perspective, we have had a very successful season and, 
over the next months, will be planning for the 2011-2012 season.   
     The 2011-2012 Season could very well be a season of change.  USA 
Hockey is considering a rule change that will move the initiation of checking 
from Pee Wees to Bantams. This will be voted on at the USA Hockey Annual 
Meeting in June.  MAHA is also considering a rule change that will affect 8U 
(Mite players).  The rule would potentially have 2004 birth year players only 
allowed to play half/cross ice games (full ice games would be prohibited); as 
well as eliminate Mite A travel hockey.  MAHA will vote on these changes in 
early July at its Annual Meeting.  You can get more information by viewing 
the NYHA website.  We will address the ADM (American Development 
Model) and the impact of the MAHA proposed rule change at the NYHA An-
nual Association Meeting on March 9, 2011 7:00pm at the Novi Ice Arena. 

March  2011 

The 2010-11 Novi Youth Hockey Association season is coming to a close.  If 
you can believe it, it's already time to start thinking about 2011-12.  Registra-
tion for current players has already begun!!  Each team's manager has re-
ceived registration forms to distribute to parents.  These forms should be re-
turned directly to the NYHA Office at the Novi Ice Arena.  This early regis-
tration period will continue through March 31, 2011.  After that date, 
registration will be open to the public.   Be sure to act fast to secure a 
spot for your player for next season. 
Note:  If your player plans to tryout for a Novi Travel team in the spring and/or 
Fall, you can complete the form and pre-register.  This will hold a spot for 
your player in the House program if your player does not make the Travel 
team in the fall.  If your player does make the NYHA Travel team, you saved 
yourself $25 since both house and travel players register as members. 

Fall  2011-2012  Registration 

The  House  Playoffs  
are  again  in  full  swing.   

Visit  our  website  for  
the  latest  scores  at  

www.noviyouthhockey.org 

VISIT  THE  NYHA  
WEBSITE  FOR  
TRAVEL  TEAM  

TRYOUT   
INFORMATION 



PAGE  2 THE  FACTCAT 2010 -  2011 

ICE  CHIPS 

 
 

 

. 

 

Did  you  Know? 
April 1st, is when your player moves up to the next 
division!   So, as an example, players born in 2000 
will be Pee Wees.  If you plan to play in the spring 
or summer, take that into consideration. 

NYHA  Travel  Hockey 
As you may know, the NYHA supports one travel 
team per birth year for 1997 - 2004 birth years.  All 
eight of these teams are hosting tryouts this month 
for the spring season.  Then, again in the summer, 
tryouts for the Fall/Winter season will take place.  

NYHA  Mission  Statement 
The NYHA Organization is committed to cultivat-
ing and developing youths in the sport of Ice 
Hockey.  This is achieved through   dedicated 
volunteers teaching and improving hockey 
skills in an atmosphere that promotes good 
sportsmanship.  This model provides each 
and every person within the Novi Youth 
Hockey Association, the opportunity to learn, 
grow and enjoy the game of hockey. 

Update  on  Shopping  for  Dues 
Are you one of our hockey families who elected to 
take advantage of the Hiller's Scrip and Kroger 
Community Rewards programs?  If so, you can 
view an update on the NYHA website on the dollars 
you have banked toward hockey dues for the 2011-
12 season.  Is your report missing a card number 
or two?  In both of these programs there are card 
numbers not allocated to families and dollars look-
ing for their rightful owner.  In order to utilize the 
dollars you have earned, please contact Chris 
Mitchell at  cmitchell@noviyouthhockey.org 

SHOW  YOUR  SPIRIT 

The  NYHA  has  car  stickers  for  sale! 

NYHA  window  stickers  
are  $3.50 each. 

Visit  the  NYHA  Office 
during  business  hours. 

Little  tidbits  of  great  information! 
 

I’m stepping down….from a great experience!  
Often I have been asked, “Why have you joined the NYHA board?” Well that is a good ques-

tion, as many do not understand why anyone would want to volunteer so many hours to an association.  
Three years ago I was elected to join the NYHA Board and I accepted the position wanting to make a dif-
ference for our NYHA hockey players.  

But truthfully….it all started 12 years ago when our two boys asked if they could play hockey.  
Many hours at the rink watching our kids led me to appreciate and love the game more and more.  Next 
thing I knew, my passion had led me to managing both my son’s teams.  I could organize a tournament, 
collect my team’s ice dues, get the referees to our games, take care of our team’s finances and most im-
portantly, I was getting to know so many new families. 

My confidence in managing a hockey team allowed me to realize I did not have to know every-
thing about hockey to be one of NYHA’s treasurers, referee liaison committee members, an equipment 
manager, a grievance and discipline committee chair, and a game day chair.  

It takes all kinds of people to run the NYHA like coaches, managers, dads, moms, and someone 
like me who just wants to volunteer some time so the young hockey players of our association 
have the best experience of their life.    

In the end, I have loved every moment of being a hockey mom, manager, and board member for 
the NYHA and as I graciously step down, I want to thank our program administrator- Angela Petty, our 
President- Bob DeSpirt, our Vice-President- Mark Berke and the many other volunteers that I have had 
the privilege of serving on the Board with. 

I am fortune to have made so many hockey friendships and I continue to look forward to seeing 
you all at the rink. 

Sincerely, Jeannine Makowski; 2008-2011 NYHA Board Member 

March special 



COME  AND  WATCH  THE  COME  AND  WATCH  THE  NYHA  COACHES NYHA  COACHES  BATTLE  IT  OUT  FOR THE   BATTLE  IT  OUT  FOR THE  
COACHES CUPCOACHES CUP IN  THE  GAME  OF  THE  YEAR IN  THE  GAME  OF  THE  YEAR  

Day: Day: FridayFriday    Date:     Date: 3/253/25    Time:     Time: 7:7:--8:30pm    NOVI  ICE  ARENA8:30pm    NOVI  ICE  ARENA  
  

Players of all ages are welcomed and encouraged to come out and yell, scream,      
support, cheer, and jeer, the coaches as they display all the skills they taught   

throughout the season. 

Don’t miss this last curtain call on the 2010 – 2011 hockey season! 

Nominations  For  New  Board  Members 
Jeannine Makowski (3 seasons) and Dijana Trajkovski (1 season) have announced their intent 
to not run again for the NYHA Board at the conclusion of their current term.  Please join in 
thanking them for the time and effort they have devoted to the NYHA. 
     The NYHA is soliciting nominations for Board members for the upcoming elections.  You may 
nominate yourself or nominate someone who you think would make a good candidate for the Board.  
Serving on the NYHA Board is something that requires a commitment of your time as well as your ef-
fort.  The Board of Directors meets a minimum of once per month and Board members have other du-
ties throughout the season for which they are responsible depending on which committees and posi-
tions they are appointed. 
     If you or someone you know would like to run for the Board of Directors, please put the nomination 
in writing and return it before 7:00PM, Thursday, March 09, 2011.  Please put the nomination into the 
mailbox of Stacey Cerroni at the Novi Ice Arena.  You may also email your nomination to 
info@noviyouthhockey.org . 
     All nominations will be forwarded to the voting members of the NYHA.  Voting members include all 
families who are properly rostered on a NYHA team with each family receiving one ballot.  These bal-
lots will arrive and be processed electronically.  The newly elected Board members will be notified 
once the votes have been collected and tallied. 
Remember that our Association will not continue to exist or move forward without volunteers to help 
run it.  While the time required might be great, the rewards of volunteering your time are much 
greater.  With over 650 players currently involved in the NYHA, it becomes important that each and 
every one of us finds the time to help. 
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THE  NYHA  IS  ON  FACEBOOK - CHECK  US  OUT 


