
Sun Prairie Youth Hockey Association 
Board of Directors Minutes 

Special Board Meeting 
January 25, 2011 

 
President James Trent  LTPH Reps. Absent (Paula Walker and 

Jen Voge) 
President Elect Jeff Thornton  DC Diamonds Rep. Chris Herwig 
Past President Absent (Tony Rehm)  Mite Rep. Mike Weber 
Secretary Betsy McCrary  Squirt Rep. Dave Batterman 
Treasurer Tim Butcher  PeeWee Rep. Jen Kurtz 
   Bantam Rep. Gary Pfann 
   High School 2 Rep. Chris Gehrmann 
   Coaches Rep. Absent (Rob Wisniewski) 
 
President James Trent called the meeting to order at 6:05 pm.  Secretary Betsy McCrary confirmed that a quorum 
was present. 
 
1. Building Plans 

Dave and Jeff met with Stevens Construction today to discuss estimates on three proposals.  All are fully 
functional and built out (except varsity locker room).   

• 1 sheet and a studio rink, all fully functional and built out (except varsity locker room).  This meets the 
requirements of our agreement with the city.  Estimated cost: $6.1 million 

• 1 sheet, expandable to 2.  It would include the mechanicals for the second rink.  Estimated cost: $5.3 to 
$5.4 million. 

• 2 sheets.  Includes full bleachers.  Estimated cost: $6.8 million. 
 

There is just a $800k difference to put in the studio rink.  The hidden costs to phasing the project (i.e., adding the 
second rink later) would be about $300k.  A two sheet arena would be over 800,000 ft2.  Mike did some very rough 
calculations, and figures that we could borrow $3.3 million for a 2 sheet facility, $2.6 million for a 1 ½ sheet facility, 
and $1 million for a 1 sheet facility.  
 
There was extensive discussion about these options.  Jeff shared some rough drawings used for the estimates. 
Essentially, the same amount of money needs to be raised for a 1 or a 2 sheet facility.   User group feedback has 
been neutral to negative about the 1 ½ sheet proposal.  Most don’t see a use for programming on a studio rink, so 
SPYHA would be shifting our programs to the studio rink if we wanted to provide additional sellable ice.  There is 
much more enthusiasm for a full second sheet.  For example, it opens up the opportunity for figure skating groups to 
host regionals in April (about 1,000 participants), as well as Badger State Games and expanded tournament 
offerings. 
 
Gary made the following motion: Based on new information, we pursue the second sheet configuration for both 
fundraising and for building.  Tim seconded the motion 
 
In further discussion, Dave and Jeff stated that the building committee was in favor of moving in this direction.  
Mike noted the key stakeholders are PAC and the city.  James explained that the change doesn’t change the goal 
really, it changes the target and increasing the borrowing, but the same amount still needs to be raised. 
 
A roll call vote was taken: 
LTPH Reps. Absent   Coaches Rep. Absent  
Mite Rep. Mike Weber - yes  President Elect Jeff Thornton - yes 
Squirt Rep. Dave Batterman - yes  Past President Absent  
PeeWee Rep. Jen Kurtz – yes  Secretary Betsy McCrary - yes 
Bantam Rep. Gary Pfann – yes  Treasurer Tim Butcher - yes 
High School 2 Rep. Chris Gehrmann - yes  DC Diamonds Rep. Chris Herwig – yes 

   

MMMooottt iiiooonnn   pppaaasssssseeesss...    

   

AAAfffttteeerrr    ttthhheee   rrreeennndddeeerrr iiinnngggsss   hhhaaavvveee   bbbeeeeeennn   uuupppdddaaattteeeddd,,,    ttthhheeerrreee   wwwiii lll lll    bbbeee   aaa   cccooommmmmmuuunnniiicccaaattt iiiooonnn   tttooo   ttthhheee   mmmeeemmmbbbeeerrr ssshhhiiippp ...    

 


