MSWHL MEETING MINUTES – April 5, 2011

Attendees:	President: Sarah Mason (Flyers)
	Treasurer: unexcused- JoAnn Lukasik (Polar Bears/Hammerheads)
	Secretary: Sarah Jacobsen (Flames)
	Vice President: Kerri Kelly (Puckin Chix)
	Vice President: Tammy Callahan (Polar Bears)
	Vice President: excused- Sally Callaghan (Black ice)
	Div 1: director/rep absent; Carrie Sirola (O’Leary Hawks)
	Div 2: director/rep absent; Birdie Ball (Detroit Revolution, Hammerheads)
	Div 3: Theresa Marsik - Director (Mag-A-Ritas)
	Div 4: Lisa Durand - Director (Goody 2 Shoes), Ginny Widger (Goody 2 Shoes)
	Div 5: Michelle Dastigar (Ice Pack-Website Admin)
	Div 6: director/rep absent

Meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by President Sarah Mason.

1. Review and approval of 3/8/11 minutes

2. Ruicci Cup update: 	Div 1					No Participants
Div 2		Champions:		Detroit Revolution	1-0 Shoot Out
						1st Finalist		Frozen Assets
				Div 3		Champions		Mag-A-Ritas		2-0
						1st Finalist		Foosa
				Div 4		Champions		Flyers			1-0 Shoot Out
						1st Finalist		Black Ice
				Div 5		Champions		Ice Picks		3-0
						1st Finalist		Ice Pack
				Div 6		Champions		Cyclones		1-0
						1st Finalist		Flames

A. Discussion about the even number seeding format of teams in Division 3.  Lady Blues and GP Chill expressed some dissatisfaction about the seeding format and the single elimination starting in the quarterfinals.  Other options for round-robin or single/double elimination were discussed, but probably will not be a likely option, as most teams like Ruicci Cup the way it is.  Carrie Sirola explained the history of the Ruicci Cup seeding rules and compared them to other tournament formats.  To include more games for a division or two divisions with even number of teams would require more ice time and more days to run the tournament as well as raise costs.
B. Roberta Ball, Detroit Revolution, expressed that she felt the fee was worth the $500 even though they played each team in their division twice.
C. Discussion held about Janine Martinez referring higher level games during this year’s Ruicci Cup.
D. Discussion held about major injuries sustained lately; Concerns expressed about certain players’ aggressive style of play.   Request for closer monitoring and accountability for aggressive players, as well as enforcement/consequences of the alcohol use policy.  
E. Penalty tracking for next year would be appreciated to assess frequency and severity of penalties accrued by individual players. 
F. Discussion held about having a coaches and/or managers meeting prior to next season to review rules, player eligibility/accountability, enforcement, consequences, etc.  Encourage better communication with teams, including more timely reporting of scores, penalty concerns, and complaints if necessary.
G. Raffle Baskets Earned $1,532.00 and 50/50 Raffle brought in $35.00 = Grand Total $1,567.00. Suggestion debated about going out into the stands to encourage spectators to come in and visit the raffle room to see the prizes.  Discussion and education about league status as a Social Club and the limits it places on non-members contributions to the league by IRS.
H. Hockey Weekly mailed league a check for 10% kick-back amounting to $239.50.

3. Nationals: 
A. Congratulations to our 7 teams that represented our league with honor this past weekend:
Div A	Honeybaked (Div 1)-Semi Finals-Bronze Medal
Div B	O’Leary Hawks (Div 1) 1st Finalist-Silver Medal
ICES (Div 1)-Quarterfinals
Div C	Detroit Revolution (Div 2) -Quarterfinals
Top Gun (Div 2)-Regulation
30 & Over	T Strong (league & non-league players) Champions-Gold Medal
Frozen Assets (Div 2)-Semi-Finals-Bronze Medal
B. Update on Danielle Byer’s condition (via Birdie Ball):  Her injuries are very severe, including a broken neck and concussion. Recap of the incident shared at the meeting.  Birdie will be following up with the National Tournament Director and USA Hockey to potentially ban this player from all future USA Hockey participation.  Discussion of even possible civil and criminal charges.  

4. Division Matters: 
A. Div 4:  Wildcats illegal player- Tabled until May meeting
B. Div 6:  Disparity among top two teams and remaining six- to be discussed at a later date. 

5. U.S. Women's National Team will play a pair of games against Canada on April 7 and 8, in Ann Arbor, prior to departing for the 2011 IIHF World Women's Championship in Switzerland. 

6. Insurance coverage:
A. Discussion held about importance of USA membership benefit and when it applies. 
B. Timely filing of report is paramount.  
C. USA Hockey Risk Management 1-800 number is on their website, but the information is a bit confusing and overwhelming as far as finding the proper steps to take and forms to complete.  League is creating a section on our website for easier access to the information.

7. Treasurer Report: $12,144.51 as of 4/1/11—after expenses for April- $3,024.57.

8.  Board Elections:  
A. Compliments given to current board members from members in attendance at meeting present for their overall work this year and a well-run Ruicci Cup.
B. Treasurer Joanne Lukasik-A majority vote was taken and passed (4-0) to remove her) per Article II, 
C. Section 5 of the by-laws.
D. Discussion held about whether or not to fill the vacant seat for the months of April, May, and part of June.  Theresa Marsik and Roberta Ball in attendance at the meeting expressed an interest to assist the league for this short time.  Since Theresa is already a division director and already assists the league greatly with her volunteer efforts, it was agreed Roberta Ball would be able to contribute her efforts as well thereby increasing participation of members with the league management duties.
E. Roberta Ball was elected (4-0) to fill the vacancy for Joanne Lukasik for the unexpired portion of her 2010-2011 term per Article II, Section 6 of the by-laws.
F. Discussion about improving voting and election procedures and turnout; last year approximately 80 people out of a possible 600 voted.  
G. Board voted (4-0) and approved a change to the bylaws to remove the requirement of nomination of a member by another member within the league to become a part of the ballot for the 2011-2012 season.  This year’s elections will require that a member who wishes to run for a board position email the secretary by a date to be announced and must indicate which office the member wishes to run for.  In prior years, members ran for the board but did not run for a specific position.  To eliminate surprise to our league members as to who their board members will be after the election—members will now vote for a candidate for a specific position such as president or secretary.

9. Other:
A. Detroit Revolution and O’Leary Hawks are planning a benefit game for Rhonda Horvath to go 
towards all of her medical bills. Time and rink to be determined.  Stay tuned.
B. “Screw Cancer” t-shirt fundraiser will continue for Rhonda.  Contact Kerri Kelly if interested.

10. Annual Meeting.  
	Per by-laws: An annual meeting of the Members shall be held on the 15th day in the month of May of each 	year, at such time as is established by the Board.  If the day fixed for the annual meeting shall be a 	Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday in the State of Michigan, then such meeting shall be held on the next 	succeeding day that is not a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.  If the annual meeting is not held at that 	time, the Board shall cause the meeting to be held as soon as thereafter is convenient.
		At each annual meeting of the Members, the following order of business shall be observed:
			(a)	Reports of officers;
			(b)	Election of the Board of Directors;
			(c)	Unfinished business; and
			(d)	New business.

Next League Meeting: Tuesday May 17, 2011 7:00 p.m.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Meeting Adjourned at 8:28 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Jacobsen, 
Secretary
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