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December 3, 2008
TO:  Michigan Senior Women’s Hockey League Teams All Divisions

FROM:  Ann Dobija, President, MSWHL
RE:  Modification to the “Mercy” Rule
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

Effective immediately, the Mercy Rule will now be as follows:  

Anytime during the LAST five (5) minutes of the game that the score becomes a six (6) goal differential, the clock will go to running time.  If the losing team scores causing the score to then become less than the six (6) goal differential, the clock then reverts back to stop time.  

The procedure applies as stated above, at any time during those last five (5) minutes of the game.  Therefore you may have a scenario where the clock can be going between run and stop time.  Please make sure that your scorekeepers are aware of this.  

Please have whoever is responsible for scheduling your officials inform them of this change.  

Also, when filling out the score sheet PRIOR to the start of the game, the home team will need to make this correction and initial it at the top of score sheet.  It is advised that a copy of the memorandum be kept in the scorekeepers area.  

The change was initiated by request and subsequent discussion at the December 2, 2008 Board Meeting.  The reason being that teams would like the opportunity to play the entire ice time allotted for each game and a four (4) goal differential was causing the clock to go to run time, thus shortening the playing time.  

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
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