MSWHL – MEETING MINUTES - January 22nd, 2008
Attendee’s:
Board members – Joanne Lukasik, Carrie Sirola, Lisa Mello, Ann Dobija, Johnna Rhone 

Sue McDowell (Iron Maidens), Cathie Coulter (Ice Pack), Carol Schwanger (The Other team), Angie Bernath (Stix), Robyn Elliot (Black Beauty), Lisa Parsons (Stingrays), Laura Williams (Metro Blades), Valerie Edgington (The Other Team), and Michele Vida (Polar Bears)
Meeting was called to order by President Joanne Lukasik at 7:55pm.
Treasurer’s Report:  Johnna Rhone reported that our balance is $8444.64. No checks received yet for Ruicci Cup.
Old Business:
Ruicci-cup discussion – One team entry has been received so far. Teams have until February 15, 2008 to register. 
Cost for team entry fee is $350.   Tournament is a 3 game guarantee.
There is NO ten game requirement for players to participate in the RC this season; however, all players MUST be on their respective team official USA roster by DEC. 31st, 2007, in order to participate in the RC.  

The league standings as of Mar. 1st, 2008 will be used to determine the placement of teams in the RC tournament brackets.

New Business:
Stix (Advanced team) penalty minutes – There was a discussion regarding the Stix team, in that they have averaged over 10 minutes in penalties per game and have accumulated over 160 penalty minutes (75 minor penalties & 5 major penalties) thus far. The next closest team in the division is at half that. Other teams in the advanced division have complained about playing Stix too.  Angie Bernath from Stix was there for the discussion. There are 4 players on the Stix that have accumulated the majority of the penalties: #18 Nicole Wisniewski-24 minutes, #10 Angie Bernath-22 minutes, #14 Dana Wisniewski-16 minutes, #19 Alicia Baron-16 minutes.  These penalties are not the typical hooking or tripping penalties but things as roughing and crosschecking and even a few major penalties. After lengthy discussion by all the Board has reiterated the zero tolerance policy for this type of play in our league. All teams are accountable for their actions on the ice and this type of play will not be tolerated. The decision by the Board is that these 4 Stix players are on probation for the rest of the season. If any of them incur ONE more major penalty or THREE minor penalties in any ONE game for the rest of the season they will be suspended. 

Howell/Kensington Officiating issues – No updates.
Updates from division directors/statisticians – There were no individual updates from directors; however there was a discussion about filling out score sheets properly. Please be sure that your scorekeepers fill them out correctly. They need to be signed by the referees and coaches/team manager as well as the penalties need to be recorded properly with the proper code and time of penalty. 
MAHA/USA Hockey Update- Carrie reported that the MAHA meeting is this Friday at 6pm for Girls/Women’s division.  Several rule changes and proposals are on the table. 

Other Issues- Discussion regarding the curfew clock at Hazel Park arena. Black Beauty has experienced a few games when they were kicked off the ice before their game was done. 

Recreation I and Recreation II need to have their division stats updated and posted to the website. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:51pm.

NOTE: Prior to this meeting, the Board met with the team managers from the Intermediate II division to discuss level of play in the division. Currently there are 5 teams in the division, 4 of which are very close in level of play and stats. The Phantoms have expressed a need to move down if the level of play continues. We will re-evaluate at the beginning of next season as we do with division adjustments pending the level of returning teams. 
Next meetings are scheduled for February 19th  and March 5th at 7PM, Eddie Edgar Arena.
Lisa Mello

MSWHL Secretary
