
Sun Prairie Youth Hockey Association 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

October 16, 2011 
 

Audience: Steve Traut, Kimberly Trent, Kellie Feiler, CM,  Tom Lee, Dan Smith, Darryl Chlebowski, Kelly Chlebowski, 
Luanne Kostelic, Robert (Bob) Houle, Shelly Smith 
 
President Jeff Thornton called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm and reminded the audience that they would have the 
opportunity to comment on various topics as they come up. 
 
1. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments 
 

2. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS 
a. Secretary –  Betsy McCrary 

• Registration Update  
ADM registration is continuing.  It will close Nov. 9th, to allow participants in Try Hockey for Free to register 
if interested.   There are over 50 players registered for ADM programs at this time: at least 10 are registered as 
new to SPYHA.  There was a question about “check marks” that were by some names.  Betsy explained that 
as information from the annotation of birth facts is processed by our registrar into USA Hockey’s system, it 
will show up on team rosters as verified.  Eventually, the hope is that team reps won’t have to carry the 
annotation forms with them, because the check marks on the USA Hockey official rosters would be sufficient.   

• Try Hockey for Free 
SPYHA had representatives at every public elementary school open house.  Over 30 kids are pre-registered.  
USA Hockey is having problems getting the online registration up and running, but as soon as it is, those who 
pre-registered will receive emails.  We have 40 free jerseys that arrived – Jeff showed one.  There is a practice 
plan that Betsy will share with the ACE Directors, and we will have a need for lots of coaches and helpers on 
Nov. 5. 

• Middle School Skate 
The first middle school skate, for 6/7 grades, was held last night (Oct. 15).  Admission receipts came to 
$627.51 (not sure where the 51¢ came from), and 101 kids attended.  Concession totals are unknown, but it 
seemed busy.  Betsy said there were no issues, the kids were good, and the only “injury” was someone 
needing a small band-aid for a finger (the injury didn’t appear to be skate-related).  Securing volunteers was a 
little challenging, so Aaron McCrary helped in the concession stand, Dylan Van Sykel ran the sucker tree, and 
Dale Ripp stepped in to help all over.  All registered volunteers showed up.  Jeff extended special thanks to 
Aaron, Dylan, and Dale.  Karen Welling has agreed to coordinate school skates going forward, so Betsy will 
be working with her on the transition.  There is a 4/5 skate next week, with plenty of volunteer opportunities 
there.  It will be important to have enough volunteers for this age group, because there are lots of skates to 
help with. 

 
b. Treasurer – Paula Walker  

Paula distributed financial information in advance.   

• Budget Update Report Status – The budget will be finalized after the audit, which is set for Dec. 1, 2011.  The 
bookkeeper has submitted all the necessary documents to the auditor, but it’s scheduled this far out because 
the auditor will be out for 5 weeks.   

• Invoicing Update – Invoices for U6/U8, and learn to skate/new to SPYHA hockey have been sent out  
Regarding delinquent (unpaid) accounts from last year, Paula called two agencies Troy provided, but they 
haven’t called back.  Marcie has one more contact to suggest.     

• Warm-ups – Suter’s has provided various sizes for warm-ups, but not adult small and medium.  Cost is 
$80/set, or $48 for jackets and $32 for pants.  That includes the logo and name on the back of the jacket.   
Team reps will collect/compile order forms.  Payment is at delivery. Those who wish to pay by credit card 
will have to pick up and pay for their warm-ups at Suter’s.   Those who want to pay by check will have to turn 
in checks before pickup.  If they’re ordered by the end of the week, they should be in by early November.  Jeff 
asked Kelly Chlebowski (team rep coordinator) to remind team reps that this is the official SPYHA warm-ups, 
and those who want warm-ups should be ordering these, not going outside to other options.  We are getting 
the warm-ups at an excellent discount.  It was noted that if HS2 players wanted to place orders later, after 
varsity tryouts, that would be possible, although the coach may request the players wear shirt and tie instead.   
On a related note, the last mockups from Ameriprint have been received, and will be given to the webmaster 
for posting as soon as they’re finalized. 

 
c. President Elect – Dave Batterman 

Dave’s topics are on the agenda below. 



 
d. Past President – James Trent 

• Jerseys – The jersey numbers/wording are being stitched, and they arrive in the next week or so.  James will 
work with the team or board reps or other contacts such as coaches to get them assigned to players.   

• Equipment – James will check with the equipment managers and the volunteer committee to make sure 
equipment hand-out dates are set and then will pass the information to the webmaster for posting.   

 
e. President – Jeff Thornton 

• Unpaid dues – Jeff  reported that there are two ADM families from 2010-2011 with unpaid dues, and 21 
others who owe for volunteer credits.  Total due the organization is about $3,700, which is down from the 
$10,000 originally owed.  These are what we anticipate turning over to a collection agency 

• Evaluations – Jeff has found the past week to be the worst week he has experienced in SPYHA.  He reviewed 
history of Squirt evaluations, starting with the six 2003 players who were approved to try out for Squirt 
hockey. With that number, there were 36 Squirt-level players registered for hockey.  After evaluations, there 
was a subset of players who were identified by the evaluators as not being ready for travel hockey.  One of the 
players was a 2003 player, and this player was returned to the ADM program per the Board policy from the 
September meeting.  The others, who were Squirt-age eligible, received the suggestion to play in ADM 
program, but the decision was the parents’.  Some agreed to play in the ADM program, some decided to play 
Squirt travel hockey, and some were on the fence.  After teams were initially posted, there were a few shifts to 
ADM, and the numbers went to 29 skaters plus goalies: too few players to support three teams.    A parent 
meeting was called, and the decision shared with parents that there would be only two squirt travel teams.  
The posted teams were 13 skaters + a goalie for squirt A, and 16 skaters plus a goalie for squirt B.  Today, the 
squirt B team is at 15 skaters plus a goalie.  It has been a very trying process, and tempers flared with the 
decision to go from three teams to two.  Jeff shared a quote a friend passed to him: “There’s a difference 
between it’s not fair and I don’t like it.”  The evaluators took a lot of heat.  We kept parents from evaluating 
their own kids.  There were approximately 10 evaluators, with Troy and Chris there for pretty much every 
session.  Tom Lee, Bob Houle, Shad Kernen, Brian Sullivan, Steve Traut, and Steve Hanrahan also spent a lot 
of time evaluating players.  Jeff extended a heartfelt thank you to these men for their efforts.  Jeff also thanked 
Steve Traut for staying up and posting rosters.   

 
In summary, SPYHA has two squirt teams, three peewee teams, and two Bantam teams (plus a HS2 team).  
Jeff noted that evaluations get the most scrutiny and it’s been a trying week.  Some people have chosen to 
behave poorly based on the results of tryouts.  Jeff was at the Polar Caps’ arena, and they have all the 
windows covered – parents cannot watch evaluations.  He doesn’t foresee that happening here.  We’ve 
preached openness and honesty, and that includes allowing parents to watch tryouts.   
 
Jeff has learned unofficially that Waunakee has only one peewee goalie (SPYHA has six). 

 
3. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Volunteer Committee – Dan Smith noted that New Year’s Eve still doesn’t have a chair, but there are two 
possible helpers.  This year’s event will run from 4 to 8 pm.  Last year there was a special New Year’s Eve 
volunteer drawing for an iPad that served as an incentive for volunteering.  He also said that Kathy is still 
trying to fix the double listing in DIBS issue. 

b. Annual Fundraising Committee 
There is no chair, and it’s currently a two-person committee.  Cards will be given out to parents during team 
meetings.  They’ll sign for receipt.  The money for the cards was already included on invoices as fundraising. 

c. Communications Committee – The committee has not met recently. 
 
4. LEVEL REP REPORTS 

a. ADM – Marcie Rauls and Angie Hadley 
Angie had nothing to report.  Marcie has received a few phone calls.  There are about 60 ADM/LTS participants 
registered at this time.    Bob Houle asked if ADM coaching was handled.  Jeff didn’t know.  Chad Schneider was 
not present.  He’ll follow up with Chad.  Bob suggested an email to parents to see if they’re interested in coaching.  
Troy has 14 names on the ADM coaching list. 

b. DC Diamonds – Nate Rosin 
Nate reported that the season has begun.  They have 13 U10, 10 U12 (1 goalie), and 12 U14 players, five of whom 
are actually U12 players, and two of those five are goalies.  Some players are double-rostered.  There is concern 
because 8 of 13 U10 players will age out next year.  James asked what percent of Diamonds players are SPYHA 
players.  Nate doesn’t have an exact number, but he thinks about half.  He also mentioned that there would be the 
possibility of negotiating lower ice costs in exchange for volunteer and fundraising commitments for Diamonds 
players. 
 



c. Squirt – Mike Weber  
Mike thought scheduling went well, and they filled a lot of their schedule.  It was recommended that the B team 
drop to level 4 for Region 4 competition.  There may need to be a bit of schedule tweaking for the third 
tournament.  Team meetings will be scheduled coming forward.  It was mentioned that the Cardinal Cup for Squirt 
B/C team would now not include a Sun Prairie team for the Squirt C portion.  Right now, there are plans for an 
eight-team tournament, four teams at each level. 

d. PeeWee – Jen Kurtz  
Jen indicated that team reps have been selected: Kelly Chlebowski for PeeWee C, Sandy Brendemuel for PeeWee 
B, and Jen Kurtz for PeeWee A.  PeeWee C is going to tournaments in Amery, Green Bay, and Onalaska; PeeWee 
B has a Cardinal Cup is going to Eagle River, and possibly Wausau, and PeeWee A is going to Chippewa Falls, 
Eau Claire, and Onalaska.   Mike Sanders recently sent information about Cardinal Cups out – reports will be 
forwarded as received.   

e. Bantam – Chris Gehrmann  
Bantam A team is in League 1 for Region 4, Bantam B’s are in League 3.  A’s are going to Green  
Bay and host a Cardinal Cup.  Their third tournament hasn’t been decided yet.   Bantam B’s are going to Black 
River Falls (they also host state) and Onalaska.  The third tournament hasn’t been confirmed, but likely will be 
Fond du Lac. 

f. High School – vacant.   
James has been serving as interim team rep for scheduling purposes.  He has eight slots to fill, three are home 
games.  He would love someone else to help with this.  We are waiting to hear additional details of the fine from 
last season for not attending the spring scheduling meeting and the end of year tournament.  In order to be back to 
the amount we need to be, we need to pay at least $625, which is basically the end of year tournament fee.   There 
have been two players who have left the team.    

g. Coaches rep.  – Troy Giesegh  
One request Troy had was not to have practices the day after evaluations end.  It’s too hard to have all the 
necessary pieces in place.  He also noted that the two-hour ice session is too aggressive.  Kids aren’t getting food, 
and there is conflict with other sports and homework.  He recommends keeping the number of hours the same, but 
breaking them into more sessions.  Historically, they were split by alphabet, but Troy doesn’t like to separate kids 
because it’s more difficult to evaluate abilities.  He thought six hours is probably enough for squirt evaluations: 
three times/week for two weeks.  For PeeWees, a two-hour session together would be fine, plus the six single hour 
sessions.   
 
Jeff explained the PeeWee scrimmage situation.  There was already a Bantam scrimmage scheduled, but we 
couldn’t get confirmation for the game at Middleton, so it was decided both games would be played in Sun Prairie, 
and they’d pay for one game.   Later, their scheduler called in a bind, and offered to host PeeWee’s instead for 
free.  They still paid for the Bantam ice.  Jeff understood it would be a little awkward.  He thanked Steve Traut for 
coordinating things.  Steve indicated that Middleton didn’t seem to be ready for Sun Prairie’s arrival – there 
weren’t locker rooms, the ice was soupy, etc.  This was an evaluation game for Middleton’s players.   
 
Troy thought that for Bantams, six one-hour sessions and two split squad games would be sufficient.  For HS2, it 
would depend on the situation.   
 
Jeff extended thanks again to all the evaluators.  It’s a thankless job, especially for non-parent evaluators, but this 
is as non-biased as it gets, and there were many years of hockey experience on the ice.  Marcie mentioned that she 
had heard positive comments about the evaluation process, and those she talked to thought it was fair.  Jeff was 
accused of forcing kids to ADM, but the evaluators really recommended what they felt was in the best interest of 
the kids. 

 
5. OLD BUSINESS 

 
a. New Rink / Building Committee – Jeff said the process continues to make progress. Jeff and Dave met with the 

city planning commission last week.  The developer has approached us about hiring someone to coordinate the 
campaign.  This just happened.  The target date is sliding to 2013, but we’re still working with the city.  Jeff is still 
cautiously optimistic.   SPYHA has submitted a non-binding letter of intent to the city to work with the developer 
on the project.   

  
b. Capital Fundraising – Capital Fundraising is still on hold until we have information we can go public with. 

 
c. Region 4 

The next meeting is this week.  Angie is scheduled to attend.  The team rep meeting should be coming up.  Jen will 
check in with Kelly Chlebowski on team rep codes.  There is no report at this time. 
 



d. Medical clearance policy/concussions 
Dr. Brian Reeder has a child in the association, and concussion education is his passion.  He is willing to trade 
volunteer hours for a coaching seminar on concussions.  EMS would also present information on what to do in 
potential concussion/head injury situations.  The volunteer committee would make a recommendation on the 
number of hours this would be equivalent to, but it is likely about 10.  Troy and Chris Finkler will work on 
scheduling this.  It has been suggested that SPYHA require concussion screening of players.   
Marcie, Angie, Mike, Chris, Nate, Jen, Troy, James, Dave, and Betsy voted yes.  Paula abstained.   Motion passed 
10-0-1. 
 

6. New Business 
     

a. Bantam goalie play up proposal 

Proposal: Troy explained that both Bantam goalies are of equal talent and deserving of playing at the “A” level.  

Jeff stated he would be bowing out of the discussion of this situation, since it is involved.  This would leave the 

Bantam B team without a goalie.  One proposal to Ecomm was to look at bringing a PeeWee goalie up to Bantams.  

Troy has spoken to both PeeWee A goalies and parents.  One would prefer to remain at the PeeWee level, and one 

would be willing to move to the Bantam level.   Therefore, the purpose of the discussion is to allow a PeeWee 

goalie to play up.  Per SPYHA policy, the Board must give permission for a player to move up. 

 

If this moves forward, other PeeWee goalies will remain the same.  The ACE directors (Troy and Chris Finkler) 

feel he would be qualified to move up.  He’s in seventh grade, and is a second year PeeWee.  Jen stated that she’s 

not sure how to go against the ACE Directors/evaluators recommendation.   

 

Public comments: 

Dan Smith asked about the tryout policy.  Jeff stated it has been observed.  Dan noted that how this is handled will 

affect the rest of the team.  He felt one goalie should go to the A team and one goalie should go to B team.  These 

are ambiguous situations. 

 

Betsy read the relevant sections of the policy.  It was asked if the skaters had the same score.  Troy said yes.  Kelly 

Chlebowski asked if this is in the best interest of the skaters?  Kimberly Trent indicated that her son was told who 

was going to be the Bantam B goalie at the middle school skate last night and he commented that “I guess I didn’t 

matter.”   She is very disappointed, and feels that the boys look up to these goalies.   

 

One individual felt that this decision taking away this chance to be a decent team.   

 

Troy felt that the two Bantam goalies earned a place on the A team.   

 

Shelly Smith stated that the third person hasn’t earned the right to play at the Bantam level.   

 

Overall, Troy felt the shot level at Bantams is little faster than at PeeWees, but the competition is close.  

 

Marcie asked is it is in the best interest to split time?  Troy indicated he had a discussion about the choice to split 

time or play a level lower, and the two goalies were fine with splitting times.  He also stated the goalies have two 

different styles. 

 

The last audience comment was what are you going to do about the kids?  They (Bantam B players) feel slighted. 

 

James commented that the Board is trying to be more receptive to situations and more transparent, so there is a lot 

more discussion to tell people where things are at. 

 

Tom Lee mentioned that there is a Bantam goalie in Waunakee – they have three goalies at the bantam level.   

 

Chris Gehrmann pointed out that both goalies could be taken in high school tryouts, or one could, and we’d be in 

the same scenario. 

 



Darryl Chlebowski pointed out that, in the history of SPYHA, aside from goalie, this situation (moving a player up 

from one level to another) has happened.   

 

Bob Houle explained that his son is the PeeWee A goalie willing to move, and he has worked very hard over the 

summer with goalie coaches, and spent time playing with kids 14 and up at day camp for goaltenders.  He’s not 

Tony or Jake.  He’s an incredible kid, but worried about acceptance.   He would ask that parents be acceptable of a 

kid who has experience with older players shooting at him.  He feels his son can play at this level. 

 

CM is the parent of the other PeeWee A goalie.  She said she knows the kids know about the situation.  After 

being approached, and discussing it, their preference is to stay at the PeeWee level; however, she doesn’t feel the 

Bantam B team is being gypped either way.   

 

Kimberly explained that Nick played with Rob, and he felt blindsided by this news.   

 

Public discussion was closed for Board discussion. 

 

Marcie asked now what?  Jen said that this affects kids, so it is a hard decision.   

 

Paula confirmed that Troy talked to both families/players about splitting time.   

 

Nate asked if this has happened before.  Betsy indicated that historically there was another situation where a 

PeeWee A goalie was rostered on the Bantam B team 

  

Mike asked what the situation was at the high school/varsity.  Chris shared they have one returning goalie who is a 

junior and they will need to take one more. 

 

Dave asked a general question – do you go off of what is being recommended?   

 

Jeff explained it’s important to do what is right for the children.  This might benefit some, and maybe not others.    

He extended thanks to the Bantam parents for coming.   

 

Shelley Smith asked where the training has failed, to put us in this situation? 

 

Paula made a motion to allow one PeeWee A goalie to play up to the Bantam B team.  Nate seconded the motion 

 

The opportunity was given, but there was no further Board or audience discussion.  A role call vote was called: 

ADM1 – Marcie – yes 

ADM2 – Angie – no 

Squirt – Mike – yes 

PeeWee – Jen – yes 

Bantam – Chris – abstain 

DC Diamonds – Nate – no 

Coaches rep – Troy – yes 

Treasurer – Paula – yes 

Past-President – James – abstain 

President-elect – Dave – yes 

Secretary – Betsy – Abstain 

Motion passes 6-2 with 3 abstentions 



 

b. Coaching approvals 
Troy presented coaches recommended by himself and ACE Director Chris Finkler 
ADM level, including U6/U8/ Learn to Skate 
Mark Breyer  Suzanne Doody 
Bill Gilbertson  John Hadley 
Bob Houle  Jon Lambert 
Tom Mariani  Steven McCrary 
Jerry O’Gara  Dan Rauls 
Mark Sanderfoot  Steve Scherer 
Bill Welling 
 
Helpers, called student coaches, come from the Bantam and HS2 team, but must have instruction with the ACE 
Director.  Adults must have coaching certification.  It will be confirmed with Chad that these requirements have 
been conveyed.   
 
Dave made a motion to accept the list as presented, contingent on coaching credentials and satisfactory 
background check.  Jen seconded the motion.  Motion passed 11-0-1, with Betsy abstaining. 
 
Troy then presented the Squirt B coaches: 
Chad Schneider – head 
Dan Rauls – assistant 
Rick Smythe – assistant 
Betsy made a motion to accept the proposed Squirt B coaches, contingent on coaching credentials and satisfactory 
background check.  Paula seconded the motion.  Motion passed 11-0-1, with Marcie abstaining. 
 
Squirt A coaches will need to be revisited based on player changes when moving to two teams.  Decisions could 
be finalized by email votes.   
 

 PeeWee C coaches proposed: 
Jeff Witt – head 
Jeff Zarosley – assistant 
Sean Watters – assistant 
Nate made a motion to accept the proposed PeeWee C coaches, contingent on coaching credentials and 
satisfactory background check.  Paula seconded the motion.  Chris noted she doesn’t know anything about these 
people, so she’s trusting the ACE Director’s recommendation.  Motion passed 11-0-1, with James abstaining. 
 
PeeWee B coaches proposed: 
Ryan Burke  – head 
Steve Traut  – assistant 
The third assistant that is possible is also a DC Diamonds head coach.  Troy will ask Chris Finkler to confirm 
interest/availability.  James made a motion to accept the proposed PeeWee B coaches, contingent on coaching 
credentials and satisfactory background check.  Paula seconded the motion.  Motion passed 12-0. 
 
PeeWee A coaches proposed: 
Shad Kernan – head 
Scott Halbleib – assistant, 
Third assistant will need to be evaluated.  Paula made a motion to accept the proposed PeeWee a coaches, 
contingent on coaching credentials and satisfactory background check.  Nate seconded the motion.  Motion passed 
12-0. 
 
Bantam B coach proposed: 
Brian Sullivan – head 
Tom Lee has helped out.  Jen asked if he can continue to help out as candidates are identified.  This was 
confirmed.  Jen made a motion to accept the proposed Bantam B coach contingent on coaching credentials and 
satisfactory background check.  Paula seconded the motion.  Bob Houle asked about goalie coaches coming to 
practice to coach.  Action is to review USA Hockey policy for bench coaches.  Motion passed 12-0. 

 
Bantam A coaches proposed: 
Troy Giesegh – head 
Pat Telford – assistant 



Jen made a motion to accept the proposed Bantam A coaches, contingent on coaching credentials and satisfactory 
background check.  Paula seconded the motion.  Motion passed 11-0-1, with Troy abstaining. 
 
HS2 coaches proposed: 
Mike Keegan – head 
Drew Dammen – assistant 
James made a motion to accept the proposed HS2 coaches, contingent on coaching credentials and satisfactory 
background check.  Paula seconded the motion.  Motion passed 12-0. 
 

c. Refund Requests 
Jeff reported that three families have requested refunds after the evaluations timeframe.   SPYHA policies indicate 
that the Ecomm makes recommendations to the Board in these situations.   The refund policy also states that there 
is a minimum refund of $165: $100 for tryouts plus the $65 donation to the capital fund and the scholarship fund. 
 
One HS2 player has not attended any sessions but had registered and paid dues.  They disagreed with the coach.  
As decisions were made, and jerseys ordered, based on registration, Ecomm’s recommendation is that they receive 
a refund of dues paid minus $165.  Mike made a motion to accept Ecomm’s recommendation, Chris seconded the 
motion.  Motion passed 10-1-0, with Marcie voting no.  Jeff asked Paula to process a check with a description of 
what was being refunded.  
 
In the second situation, a HS2 player registered and attended practices.  He had a verbal altercation with the coach 
that involved profanity.   His family then requested a refund.   Ecomm’s recommendation is that they receive a 
refund of dues paid minus $165.  Marcie made a motion to accept Ecomm’s recommendation, Paula seconded the 
motion.  Chris Gehrmann suggested they be allowed to go in peace.  Motion passed 10-0-1, with Troy abstaining.  
Jeff made the same request to Paula regarding the refund check. 
 
The third situation was at the Squirt level.  After tryouts, the family decided to place the skater with the Diamonds 
based on the Squirt situation.  Ecomm’s recommendation is that they receive a refund of dues paid minus $165.   
Mike made a motion to accept Ecomm’s recommendation, Nate seconded the motion.  Marcie commented that 
each situation is different, and that maybe something different should be done here.  Nate thought that the most 
important thing was the player was still skating.  Chris didn’t want to see us splitting hairs, but Nate pointed out 
this is a unique situation.  From the audience, Bob Houle pointed out that a product was offered, so while not a full 
refund would be in order, perhaps a credit should be extended for something next summer.  Kelly Chlebowski 
noted that we haven’t always had a C team at the Squirt level.  Motion passed on a 10-1 vote, with Marcie voting 
no. 
 

d. Release Request  
SPYHA has a situation where a player who has been skating with SPYHA for years is now enrolled in Verona 
schools.  Jeff wants to make sure we do due diligence to make sure this won’t become an issue.  Jen will check in 
with Region 4.   
 

James made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Angie seconded the motion.  All approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 
10:30 pm. 
  
Luanne Kostelic mentioned that the concealed carry law takes effect soon, and the arena policy should be determined.  
Ecomm has implemented a non concealed weapons policy and will have signs posted in time. 
 
Next meeting Sunday, November 20, 2011, at 6 pm. 


