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METRO SKATERS HOCKEY LEAGUE

Monthly Meeting Minutes for April 26, 2001

Location:  Farmington Hills Arena

Date and Time: April 26, 2001, 6:30 p.m.

Next Meeting: May 31, 2001, 6:30 p.m., at Farmington Hills Arena.

Attendees:

Ann Dobija


President

Jan BenDor


Recording Secretary

Terry Mathews

Vice President

Michele Monson

Treasurer/Polar Bears

Stephanie Henkel

Nighthawks

Therese Knickerbocker
Lady Blues

Kim Godfrey


Barracudas

Susan Butler


Capital Crush

Irene Blanchard

Capital Crush

Torri Crummel

Devils

Sarah Schoen


Ice Dogs

Cassandra Jaeckle

Bulldogs

Rick VanderHagen

Bulldogs

Lisa Johnson


Storm

The meeting came to order at 6:40 p.m.

The March meeting minutes were accepted on a motion by Susan Butler, seconded by Kim Godfrey, and passed unanimously.

Reports:

· President's Report:  the Web Site was fixed this past week.  Ann will be applying two months' worth of information.  Ann also revisited the proposed plan to rename the future divisions to correspond with national levels of play (Women's Senior A, B, etc.)  Susan Butler moved to support this renaming proposal, Kim Godfrey seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.

· Treasurer's Report:  Michele distributed a report of profit and loss for the Ruicci Cup Tournament, and a July-June fiscal year to date statement of League cash flow.  Team fees alone did not cover the costs, but thanks to printed program ad sales and donations, and the Silent Auction, the Tournament netted $2,839.76.  (Without the fundraising, the tournament would have lost $1,845.31.)  Discussion ensued about how to budget for next year, cutting some fixed expenses, anticipating the costs more accurately and charging fees that will better cover the true tournament cost.  League funds now stand at $7,803.62 in the bank.

· Ruicci Cup Committee Report:  The tournament coordinators were not present.  In the discussion that ensued, all members present appreciated the effort put out by Darlene, Steve, and others who organized the tournament.  Terry Mathews reported she had received many complaints concerning the tournament referees, for the second year in a row.  The double elimination game format, although voted for by each division, was not popular. Susan Butler pointed out that her division had not fully understood the game format.  Ann Dobjia recommended that a tournament guidebook be compiled for the benefit of the future R.C. committees.  Rick VanderHagen suggested the use of the Canadian format of a point per period, 2 points for a win, to keep teams more closely competitive.  Terry agreed that this would help more teams have a chance to win.  (Total of 5 points possible per game per the Brampton model.)  Michele Monson said that the opposing viewpoint holds that only real goals should count for a win, not "points."

All agreed that there needs to be a format that makes sense, is fair, and makes for good, balanced competition. Cassandra asked that the rules be better enforced for roster names.  Ann wants to be able to check the actual rosters filed with the League at the deadline.  Present and absent must also be recorded consistently on score sheets so teams do not carry ringers all season who do not play until the Tournament.  The 10 game minimum rule was not enforceable this year, largely due to the poor compliance with score sheet submission requirements.  Irene suggested that players should sign themselves in on each game's score sheet, and do away with stickers.  Stephanie suggested that coaches be held accountable for roster veracity.  Michele proposed a large penalty if a team is caught cheating.

· Officers' report:  Corporate and tax exempt status.  The proposed NonProfit Corporation ByLaws were distributed, and input invited.  (A few sections are still to be completed—the duties of Statistician need to be added, and some financial items.)  Team reps were urged to provide feedback on the proposed bylaws, which will be formally adopted by the new Board at its first postseason annual Board meeting.

Prior to or at the May 31 meeting, each team may nominate a list of candidates for the six new at-large Board of Directors positions.  The six Board members will be elected at the May 31 meeting.  This Board will then formally incorporate the League as a Michigan non-profit organization, and then file for federal 501 (c) 7 status.

Before nominating candidates, team reps are urged to talk to them and sound them out about their interest and commitment.

New Business:

Items of Interest:

· Reference Web Site for any updates with regards to the New Business Items

· Stephanie suggested that the officers send a personal note to Al Strasser to thank the Farmington Arena for not charging the MSHL for use of the meeting space all year long.

Next  Meeting:

· Scheduled for Thursday, May 31, 2001, 6:30 p.m.
· Next Meeting Items:
· Feedback on proposed corporate bylaws.

· Nomination and election of new six-member Board of Directors

Motion to adjourn by Kim Godfrey, seconded by Susan Butler, and approved and adjourned at 7:42 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jan BenDor, Recording Secretary

