METRO SKATERS HOCKEY LEAGUE



Monthly Meeting Minutes for September, 1999

Location:  Farmington Hills Arena

Date and Time: September 23, 1999, 6:30 p.m.



Next Meeting: October 21, 1999, 6:30 p.m., at Farmington Hills Arena.



Attendees:

Stephanie Henkel	Nighthawks

Shelly Crundwell	Iron Maidens

Sue McDowell		MAHA

Shannon Walsh	GC Jets

Janine Martinez	GC Jets

Lynn Steiger		TM Herricanes

Sandy Young		Capital Crush

Michelle Mosier	Cheap Skates

Kristen Miller		FH Freeze

Sally Thomas		Metro Blades

Sandy Cann		Fury

Carolyn Dutot		County Blues

Sheila Van Baalen	Phantoms

Christy Back		Phantoms

Debbie Osborne	Flames

Sherry Briquet		Cyclones

Kate Pinhey		AA Domino's

Stacy Klupacs		Thunderblades

Angie Santoro		Penalty Box

Lisa Parsons		Arctic Storm

Pat Gross		Arctic Storm

Dave Chow		Thunderblades

Sherry Henderson	Ice Pack

George Tilli		Ice Breakers

Donna Hansen		Team Xtreme

Ed Cann		Fury

Dawn Letwin		Ice Dogs

Joanne Wiklund	Flash

Terry Mathews	Arctic Storm/V.P.

Ann Dobjia		President

Jan BenDor		Secretary

Torri Crummel	Michigan Devils



The meeting was brought to order at 6:45 p.m.



The August meeting minutes were accepted on a motion by Sandy Cann and second by Stephanie Henkel, with a unanimous vote to accept.



Address Information:

President Ann Dobija again passed out the team Address Directory for review and correction.



Team Openings:

Teams reported on current needs for goalies and skaters. 

	Goal Line:	Capital Crush - goalie

	Blue Line:	Nighthawks - offense, defense and subs

			Fury - offense and subs

			Flash - offense, defense and goalie

			Cheap Skates - offense and defense

	Red Line:	Domino's - 1 player and subs

			Phantoms - offense and defense

			Garden City Jets - offense, defense and goalie

			Metro Blades - offense and defense

			Tornados - offense and defense

			Lady Blues - offense, defense and goalie

			Penalty Box - offense



 It was announced that the Lady Rebels in the Blue Line Division have folded, and all of the team’s players are in the process of being placed on other teams.



MAHA/ USA Hockey Registration Material:

Reminder:  Registration Material is due by September 30th.  Sue McDowell emphasized that teams must be registered in order to be insured for their first game.  Teams must also be rostered before the team takes the ice even for a scrimmage.  Sue read a list of teams for which she has received material, and urged teams not to employ any referees until they have completed registration, or the refs will suffer sanctions.  Ann distributed copies of USA Hockey Rule Change Highlights.  



Goaltenders - Any alteration to the helmet (paint jobs) or the use of a special face mask (cat eyes) will require a special form to be signed by you and a notary public - you must present this form to the referee if requested at a game. 



Rule changes: 

Senior Women’s hockey will now follow the offsides rules that the men’s leagues use. Players no longer have to wait for the puck to the clear zone and can tag-up.

USA Rule Book will change - copies will be available in the fall.  Occasionally, teams may have to remind some referees of the rule changes. 

19 and Under Teams are now required to wear full face shields.  This would not be required for 19 year olds playing with a Senior Women’s Team.

All jewelry must be covered by equipment or taped to the body.  Strongly recommend to leave jewelry at home!

You can have 4 registered team officials on the bench but they must be rostered!

All on-ice personnel (coaches) must wear helmets.  This change is effective immediately.  Failure to do so could result in a 30 day suspension from the district.



League Structure and game scheduling:

A revised version of the structure was distributed, incorporating the loss of the Lady Rebels.  President Ann Dobija reiterated that the new structure this year will facilitate growth in the future, and reviewed actions taken by the Board to implement the new policy of dividing divisions into tiers.  More tiers will allow players to move more easily, without disrupting teams.



Initial schedules have been created and were distributed by division volunteers.  Further game schedule changes must be handled among the teams.



By-Laws:

The President plans to clean up the By-Laws to reflect changes already voted, as they affect language throughout references in the by-laws.



Proposal to change the first meeting month from September or October to August or September.  Sandy Cann moved, Donna Hansen seconded.  There were 25 votes in support, none against.



Kate Pinhey presented a proposal governing the Red Line teams, covering cancellations, forfeits, and weather exceptions to the 72 hour notice rule.  A friendly amendment was accepted to redefine "extreme weather" as a Traveler's Advisory in either team's area.  Kate Pinhey moved, Debbie Osborne seconded to accept the proposal as amended.  The vote was 27 to approve, none opposed or abstaining.



The complete text as approved follows:



Cancellations:

When a team cancels a game:

72 hours notice must be given (see exceptions below).

Both teams must make a reasonable attempt to reschedule.

The game must be rescheduled within 14 days of the time of cancellation.  (Note:  The game must be back on the schedule within 14 days, but this make-up date may be at any time within the league's schedule.)

If the rescheduled game can only be agreed upon at the canceling team's home ice, the canceling team assumes all costs of the game.



FORFEITS:

A game will be considered a forfeit if:

A team cannot ice 6 players at game time.  If a team can ice 6 players, it must play the game.

A team plays an ineligible, suspended, or non-registered player.

A team plays with an ineligible, suspended or non-registered coach or assistant coach performing in her/ his capacity at the players' bench.

Notification of cancellation/ rescheduling occurs less than 72 hours before the originally scheduled game time (see exceptions below).

The canceling team is given rescheduling options but cannot agree on a rescheduled date within 14 days.

A team cancels a game in the last 2 weeks of the season.

When a team forfeits:

Said team is liable to the non-canceling team for all expenses incurred (ice time, referees, and scorekeeper).  All moneys owed to a team for a forfeit shall be paid within 10 days.

Players on the forfeiting team serving suspensions may not count the game towards fulfilling her suspension.

Players on the non-forfeiting team who are serving suspensions MAY count the game towards fulfilling her suspension.

The forfeiting team will get a loss in the league standings.

The non-forfeiting team will get a win in the league standings.

After 3 forfeits, a team will be immediately suspended from the league.  Their remaining games will be canceled, and prior games will be omitted from the league statistics and standings.  League application fee will be forfeited.  Exception to this rule will only be made if the team in question can present evidence to the board that reasonable attempts had not been made by opposing teams to reschedule games.



Exceptions to the 72 hour rule:

Extreme weather:  a Travelers’ Advisory broadcast by the National Weather Bureau for either the home or visiting team's area

Arena closure:  mechanical breakdown or loss of power

Personal tragedy:  injury accident en route to the rink, or death of a team member within 72 hours

If an exception occurs, it is the responsibility of the team involved to contact the opposing team as soon as possible.  Responsibility for costs, and "canceling team" will be determined as follows:



Exception:�Responsibility for cost

of originally scheduled game�Team considered canceling

team��Extreme weather�split�visiting��Arena closure�home�home��Personal tragedy�home�team with tragedy��

Financial News (Michele):

All teams have paid their League membership fee.  The League’s bank balance is now $9,341.06



Kate Pinhey asked for an explanation of where the monies have come from, and what the budget would be for expenditure.  The web site is one budgeted item.  There was no banquet last year, but other wrap-up events could be held next spring.  Debbie Osborne suggested that money be spent to offer a clinic or coach training.  A donation to the Fall Fundraiser, pay for scorekeepers and timekeepers at the Ruicci Cup, were also suggested.



MSHL Web Site:

The League will soon purchase service on a web server and employ the services of a web programmer to present the following information, in a format intended to be fast-loading and useful to all members:



League News 

Alerts and notices posted by Board

Meeting minutes with download files in Word, Wordperfect, and text versions.

Division standings and stats

4.   Player openings

�B.  MSHL Organizational Info. 

For the First Time Visitor-- League mission statement and history, credits to early supporters (Gil and Ted) League sponsors, in-depth description of competition level and philosophy of divisions.

Board of Directors

Meeting schedule and location

By-Laws

Archived minutes of prior meetings

League forms and instructions

Links to obtain USA Hockey and MAHA forms



Team Directory 

Division / Tier Structure with cross-links to #2

Alpha team list with public contact info. 

Division/tier game schedules with link to stats (see above)

Optional links to team-owned web sites

Optional team rosters and photos

Optional team sponsor info.

Members-only directory version (password required) with detailed listings



Marketplace 

Ice for sale by member teams

Equipment for sale or trade by members

Services for sale by members

Recommended resources (books, clinics, training)

Fundraising opportunities



Tournaments

Ruicci Cup

In MSHL area

Outside MSHL area



Links

Rink finder

USA Hockey

Hockey publications (Hockey Weekly—puck@amateurhockey.com)

4.   Mlive, etc.



Ruicci Cup:

The tournament is scheduled for March 23-26, 2000, at the Detroit Skate Club.



1.	Volunteers are needed to organize the tournament.  Sally Thomas of the Metroblades offered to participate.  Debbie Osborne of the Flames offered to work on trophies.



2.	Discussion of competition format:  In the past the tournament was never related to the regular season standings.  Dawn Letwin moved, and Sandy Cann seconded, that the tournament become a true playoff for the season.  Discussion pointed out that this would make the League more competition-oriented at all levels.  Previous Cups were invitational; the 1999 event was League only due to the large number of teams.  Concern was expressed for a possible increase in penalties and dangerous play.  A suggestion was made to allow each division to decide.  The friendly amendment was accepted.



Dave Chow moved to table the motion until next month, seconded by Kate Pinhey.  24 voted to table, none opposed or abstained.



3.	Need for certified trainer or medical personnel at tournament rink:  Kate offered her professional  information that what is needed is an EMT.  Ambulance personnel can be invited to be present on a “Pull-out/ Standby” basis, which is free, but would not guarantee their constant presence.  Guaranteed presence could cost over $500 for the weekend.  A certified trainer costs $15 per hour.  At DSC, there is a fire department station close by.  Cost and  availability will be checked out and reported on at next month meeting.



4.	Pay score keepers and time keepers:  Lisa Parsons moved, seconded by Shelly Crundwell, to pay these personnel instead of using volunteers.  24 voted in favor, none opposed.



5.	Alternatives to trophies:  Terry Matthews expressed the concern that trophies are not popular.  Informal discussion determined that each division will decide on prizes.



6.	Status of the 10-game eligibility rule to participate:  a waiver can be filed to cover injured or pregnant players to allow reasonable exceptions.  (No change voted.)



Charity Fundraisers for League Members:

Update on Fund Raisers:  Pat Gross reported on the decision to support the National Women's Cancer Research Alliance, the Sisters of Mercy Education Fund (help young girls) and families of League members affected by tragedy.  The Fall Classic Challenge will target a different set of beneficiaries each year.  The volleyball tournament will be round robin to provide as many games and teams as possible.  Each team entry will be $100, and there will be a prize for the team that raises the most money.  The committee would like to accommodate co-ed teams also, but this will depend on the response and courts available. Volunteers are needed to referee and scorekeep, run the 50/50 raffle for Kim's family, run the concession stand, track down silent auction items.  Please contact: Pat.Gross@sherpa.com



A flier has been designed for the event, and copies were distributed.



Items of Interest:

1.   Hazel Park has a house league at their brand new rink.

Girls' Nationals will be in Troy, first weekend in April.  Do we want to be involved?  

Sue McDowell will drop off a list of volunteer duties for each team to recruit its members to help.

The Wide World Sports Center in Ann Arbor (Oak Valley Drive across from the Cube) is trying to start a women's roller hockey league.  734/913-4625.

Ice time available: Garden City, 8 p.m. Nov. 16 and Jan. 18.  Contact Jeanine

      Martinez at gusJ9@ibm.net

5.   Dawn Letwin asked again for videotape of Kim Springfield playing hockey.

The annual Friendship Tournament at Fraser Arena will be Nov. 19, 20,21. Contact

      Christine Cronin at 313/884-9329.  Team fee is $500.  Web site is 

      http://teammich.com for complete info.

For up to date news, go to �hyperlink http://www.maha.org; ��Error! Bookmark not defined.�  go to the Girls’/Women’s section, select

      Important Dates, and this will list tournaments across the state and midwest.



New Business

1.	Score Sheet Tips were distributed.

2.	Concern was expressed by Dawn about the reduced number of games due to only five teams being in the upper Blue Line tier.  The tier was encouraged to set up extra scrimmages.



Adjournment:  8:23 p.m., on a motion by multiple enthusiasts.



Next  Meeting:  October 21, 1999, 6:30 p.m., at Farmington Hills Arena.



Respectfully Submitted,



Jan BenDor,

Recording Secretary
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