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It certainly has been a busy few weeks with lots of discussion around safety issues in youth and high school hockey. Everybody has an opinion about how to fix what is seen as a problem. Of course the problem is always someone else’s fault.  

 Consider where we have come from a couple years ago when we started the injury survey to see what we would learn. From the data we collected we learned about concussions and in conjunction with data from Canada, USA Hockey took action regarding body checking in pee wees. That was a great learning process.
 Unfortunately we discontinued the data collection process we had in place in favor of separate efforts in several districts. We will not be able to determine if the rule changes have improved the situation however the few individual reports that I see show concussions are mostly bantam, Jr Gold/U19 and squirts. Maybe we have made a difference at the pee wee level.
 RECCOMENDATION: Let the Safety Committee do the data collection, verification, and follow up so that we have good data to make sure we are doing the right things. 

Now we have moved back towards the “check from behind” issue which was a point of emphasis several years ago. 
Perhaps these are all symptoms of a culture shift that has snuck up on us like placing a frog in a pot of water and gradually raising the temperature until he is cooked. I believe the question we need to ask should be; “Is this the type of game we want for our kids?. Once we answer this question we can work backwards to solutions if we feel there is a need to change. Maybe the answer is yes, all is good. If the answer is no, then what does the game look like when we envision next year and beyond? 

I have a suggestion: The game we want is based on the following three values:

Respect

Sportsmanship

Fair Play

From there we can easily make decisions that embody these values. On ice actions that violate these three values should not be tolerated. If they occur they are penalized severely to restore balance. The rules are adequate. We simply need to apply them in the proper fashion. 
Safety is the responsibly of coaches, players and referees. 
It is the recommendation of this committee that we create an on going dialogue between coaches and referees. A good start would be to have a coach representative on the board of the referee association. Having coach perspectives at referee clinics would be a great addition to their clinics. We have referees at coaching clinics so why not in reverse?  Players also need to be educated. I would like to do a ten minute video aimed at players. It would help them understand why we have the rules we have and their responsibility to play within the rules. If the board thinks this is a good idea I will budget it for next season. 

Please advise in regards to the above recommendations. 
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