District 9 Fall Association Meeting

Monday, May 21, 2012
7:00 p.m.
Wicked Moose, Rochester, MN
CTO: 7:05 p.m.
Roll Call
_  X_
Albert Lea


  _X_
Mankato 

__X_
Red Wing

_  X_
Austin



___   
Montgomery

__X_
Rochester

__X_
Dodge County 

  _X_
New Ulm

_  X_
St. Peter
__X_
Faribault


__X_
Northfield

  _X_
Waseca
__X_
La Crescent


__X_
Owatonna

__X_
Winona
Minutes from Winter District 9 Association Meeting Minutes
Minutes are posted on the website.  No changes were requested to be made.
Treasurer Report
Mark Blaisdell reported that our current balance is $9,440.67 in checking and $2,302.98 in savings.  All associations have paid to date.  Two players were able to receive a scholarship into the Advanced 15s.  
Director’s Report
Redistricting: Redistricting will not take place.  The Directors are meeting in June and will look at it again.  Tom is meeting with New Ulm Thursday night.  New Ulm and Sleepy Eye are looking into going into District 4.  Tom will have more to report at the summer meeting.
AA Update:  This has passed.  This is a pilot program for one year.  We will have AA Bantams and PeeWees.  The 54 high school teams that are AA will be AA in MN Hockey at the Bantam and PeeWee levels.  Teams can opt up or down.  The AA schools affected in District 9 are Kasson, Winona, Rochester and Owatonna.  MN Hockey developed a form and it will be on our website if teams would like to opt up or down.  It then goes to the competition committee at MN Hockey and they will determine who can opt up or down.  This is for post season play only.  Tom is on the competition committee.  The committee is hoping for 36 AA teams.  This will help our A teams.  Regions will be easier to move through.  This does not impact the girls’ teams.
District 9 does not have a rule in the Operations Manual that the teams need to be consecutive (i.e. an association with 2 PeeWee teams, could have levels A and C or A and B).  Rochester as sent their Bantam C teams to District 8 as District 9 has not had a league.  They have not been very competitive in District 8 and they would like to see a Bantam C league in District 9.  Associations are asked to keep this in mind when creating teams.
Leagues:  More to come in summer meeting after Thursday night’s meeting.  Things are still pending at this point.
Game Counts:  Tom reported that this will be policed much more in the coming year.  Some Squirt teams have stretched their 35 game maximum number of games played.  Some Mite teams have stretched their 15 game maximum number as well.  It has been reported that some teams have no abided by the rules.  Associations are asked to relay this information back to their Associations so fines are not imposed.
New Business
Contact Sheet:  Kathy has been receiving updates from Associations with the current information.  If you have not turned in your Association’s information, please email Kathy with it.
Elections:  There are three positions up for election: Dave Swenson as President as he resigned; Jason Hart as First Vice President is up for re-election; and Mark Blaisdell as Treasurer is up for re-election.  Jason and Mark are interested in running again.  Jason would like to fill the President position and Mark would like to remain Treasurer.  If you have anyone interested in running, please email Kathy.  Jason Johannsen will post election information on the website.  Elections will take place at the summer meeting.
Operations Manual:  Tom has been reviewing the Operations Manual.  Changes will need to be made due to the AA league.  Associations are asked to review it and send suggestions/changes to Tom.  Tom is working on the rule for making Associations play their top team at the A level.  He has spoken with other Directors regarding this matter.  This will be reviewed further at the Fall meeting.
Tournament Report
Tournament Awards:  Associations were asked for suggestions as to what they would like to see for Awards.  It was agreed that trophies/plaques don’t need to end up in coaches’ houses or display cases as they are forgotten about.  The idea of banners to hang in the rink and hats or shirts given to the players was well received.  The league plaques are nice and could still be given.  M/S/P that banners be given to the winning team with hats being given to individual players (Red Wing/La Crescent).  During discussion it was recommended that each representative take the motion back to their Association and come back to the summer meeting for a vote.  The motion has been tabled and will be discussed at the summer meeting.  
Tournament Bids Due by July 15:  Tom needs five sites for Districts and the possibility of 5 Invitational Tournaments to host.   The dates for Districts is February 14-17, 2013, Regions March 1-3, 201, MN State PW A March 15-17, 2013.  District 9 will host Bantam A and B Regionals and the PeeWee A State Tournament.  Faribault has already expressed interest in the PeeWee A State Tournament.  Rochester has expressed interest in Bantam A and B Regionals.  If you are interested in hosting any of these, email Kathy your top three choices.  Bids are due by July 15, 2012.  
The question was raised as to reports received regarding tournaments this year.  Tom did report that he received two emails from Albert Lea parents as to why they had to travel to La Crescent.  Waseca reported that La Crescent did a great job for the PeeWee tournament.  Ryan Swafford did attend tournaments throughout the District this year and reported that he received all positive feedback.  Tom does not want to increase fees this year as he would like to look at the fees every two years.  
Coaching Coordinator Report

Will Fish reported that the Advanced 15 had 36 skaters and 2 goalies.  The staff was great and is looking to do it again next year.  If others are interested in participating, they are welcome.  Progress was made and work ethic was good.  Players had to adjust to keeping up with the pace of having all 15 players at the same skill level.  Response from the players was well received and the coaches would like to see them respond sooner.  They are looking at scheduling games Sunday morning and evening and Wednesday evenings.
A level 3 clinic is scheduled in Northfield first weekend in Oct and one will be scheduled in Kasson as well.  Dates for the clinics will be out by the end of August.  Level 1 and 2 clinics will be at the Wicked Moose in Rochester and in Northfield.  A level 4 clinic was hosted this past weekend.  120 coaches attended.  Good feedback received.  Satellite programs for younger players was a suggestion out of the clinic.  Will would like to see players be multisport athletes and schedule this around other activities.  He would like to see players having more opportunities.  
District 9 Officials Report
Ryan Swafford handed out the draft of the executive summary of major penalties for District 9.  This report will only show major penalties received in District 9.  The Bantam B level holds the most penalties at 27.  There are 40 penalties total for the Bantam levels.  Five penalties were assigned to coaches.  The last page of the report shows the 9 match penalties.  We are on par for the number of penalties received compared to last year.  We were not the District with the highest number of match penalties being assessed.  We are average with game misconduct penalties.  Checking from behind was the number one penalty this year.  Fighting was the second reason for penalties.  We are still seeing kicking a problem at the younger ages.  Ryan is working with Will to emphasize this at the clinics.  There was no gray in the match penalties this year.  Tom reported that the players are learning as repeat offenders have not been seen.  
Waseca reported that they realize that they had a problem at the Bantam level and have assured the District that they will not have that same coach continue to coach and those players have moved on to other teams.  They wanted to assure the District that this matter is being handled so it does not happen in the future.

The arbiter system scheduled over 2,400 games this year.  Ryan would like to get feedback from the use of three man vs. two man system.  Ryan will email all of the Associations regarding the systems and we will discuss it at the Summer meeting.  Ryan feels that if you are not using the three man system, then you are missing the opportunity to train another official as they are not getting that experience.  Red Wing pointed out that the Official Camps are early in the season and we are missing out on refs.  It was requested that later seminars being offered.  Ryan moved them back this year so they are not as early this year.  They will be published August 1.  Ryan reported that it is a lot of work to spread them out.  The Southern half of the State is not holding them and then people have to travel further if they want to ref.  Ryan’s recommendation is that Associations get their refs looking earlier as it is easier to run then earlier and all on one weekend.
Girls Committee

None reported.
Statistician Report

Jason Johannsen reported that this year went well.  All scores went in timely and he was able to keep up with it pretty well.  If anyone has any issues with it, they can email Jason or Tom.  He would like to put up the Squirt and 10U B leagues.  Tom and Jason will look into this further.  

Player Development/ACE Report

Tom has named Chris Ratloff to help Doug Zmolek this year.
Old Business

None reported.
Open Discussion

Tom has received requests for the Invitational Tournaments for Squirt A and B, 10U, PW C and Bantam C to be moved back a couple weeks.  Tom would like to get feedback from the Associations on this matter.
Waseca pointed out the fact that District 9 Associations are competing with each other for tournament weekends and hosting tournaments on the same weekend.  It was asked that we work together to make the District Associations successful.  Tom has talked to Troy about this and they are working to see if something can be worked out.  

Next Meeting Dates:  The next meeting will take place Monday, July 23, 2012, at 7 p.m. at the Wicked Moose in Rochester.  It was suggested that future meetings take place in Rochester and possibly Faribault.
Adjourn Meeting
8:30 p.m.  
