
NBAHA 
Board Meeting Minutes 

July 30, 2012 
 

 
Meeting called to order at:  7:28p.m. 
 
Board Members Present:  Scott Hannah, Kim LaValle, Tim Cashill, Cherie Turek, Janelle Olson, 
Keith Johnson, Tom Garin, Nikki Saleen 
 
Members Present:  Tim Hink 
 

Charitable Gambling Changes (Accountant) - Laura Jackson, association CPA, attended our 
meeting to talk about the changes in the tax structure as it relates to charitable gambling starting 
July 1, 2012.  Tim and Scott continue to meet with John Trudeau on the profitability per site for 
charitable gambling.  We need to continue to evaluate site profitability per site.  Changes in the tax 
code (all things being equal year over year) would cause a $4828.19 increase in taxes payable. 

Brandon Thyen - Brandon Thyen, 2011/2012 C Mite hockey coach for North Branch, has been in 
a terrible accident.  He was riding his bicycle on County Road 14 and Kost Trail when he was 
struck by a car.  He was transported by North Air and was treated at Hennepin County Medical 
Center until his release the end of last week.  Brandon's wife indicated they are hopeful that his 
recovery will be 6-8 weeks as indicated by the doctors.  Nikki Saleen will find something to send to 
Brandon Thyen and his family.  We are going to budget $50 towards a gift to Brandon and his 
family.   

Girls Co-Op Discussion with St. Francis: 
Bruce Anderson is working on By-Laws and code of conduct for the co-op with St. Francis.  We are 
looking at a 3 year deal with St. Francis.  This would include having two (2) North Branch coaches 
and two (2) St. Francis coaches on each team.  Agreement bylaws will be done in the next 3 weeks.  
Contest for names and jerseys are also being done now. Committee members include Tim Hink, 
Tom Garin, Ray Croal, Chris Boese, Chuck Saleen and Bruce Anderson. 
 
 
2012/2013 Registration: 
There have been three (3) email reminders that have been sent out to the membership.  The board 
continues to ask members to pay up front as the last payment is in October.  We are willing to work 
with members and may look at setting up a contract for payment.   
 
The board is going to look at an option that states if you are signed up by the end of August you will 
have until the end of December to pay the final bill.  We will look at extending the payment into 
December as the latest alternative.  Kim will contact NGIN to see if she can add additional payment 
options through December to give members another 4 months to by their registration fees.  Kim has 
a registrar meeting on August 1st and can discuss this with other associations as well and then bring 
back some recommendations to the board going forward. 



Apparel/Warm-ups 
We may look at an online order for apparel and warm-ups from Lees.  Janelle can contact Lees to 
find more information on this subject.   
 
 
Youth STP Program at North Branch: 
There will be no youth program this summer.  However, Tom Garin and Brian Kerchner are both 
putting together a youth skating program (clinics) for the PeeWee and Squirt level skaters. 
 
 
Open Board Positions (Ice Director, Treasurer, and Publicity): 
 
Publicity Director - Nikki Saleen has agreed to take on the publicity responsibilities on the board as 
it was recently vacated by Lisa Issacson.  She has a U10 and a mite in the hockey association for the 
last 3 years.  She has been working with Lisa over the last couple of years working on the website 
and has worked on DIBS as well.  She met with Lisa last Tuesday about Stacy Daze.  Motion to 
appoint Nikki Saleen as the publicity director made by Janelle Olson, seconded by Tom Garin.  
Motion carried. 
 
Ice Director – Tim Langevin has agreed to take on the role as the ice director on the board.  Tim 
Cashill will ask him to attend the next board meeting to appoint him for this position on the board.  
Tom Garin is willing to work with him through his first season of scheduling. 
 
Treasurer – This position is still open and we are still seeking candidates. 
 
 
Metrodome Centerplate Fundraising: 
Centerplate is one of the largest hospitality companies in the world, with 250 North American 
sports, entertainment and convention venues. We are the largest food service provider for the NFL, 
a major provider to professional baseball, and we partner with five of the top ten most active 
convention centers.  
 
Centerplate has been providing fundraising opportunities for non-profit groups for 25+ years at the 
Metrodome.  Our contract year runs from June 1, 2012 through April 30, 2012.  Opportunities exist 
for non-profit groups to fundraise during all the Vikings’ Games and other miscellaneous events 
such as Motor Sports, MSHL Prep Bowl and other large events at the Metrodome.  All new or 
returning non-profit groups must execute a completed contract (contained herein) before fundraising 
with Centerplate. 
 
The primary opportunity to fundraise in 2012 will center on all 10 regularly scheduled home 
Vikings’ Games and potential NFL Playoff games.  Groups that will commit to fundraising at 
all 10 games will receive priority stand placement for the full season.  
 
This fundraising opportunity is structured primarily around our Concessions Department.  We 
contract with non-profit groups to staff and run concession stands during Vikings’ Games and other 
events.  We provide all of the training, onsite at the Metrodome, for your group to be begin 
fundraising with us as well as the annual training required. 
 



Centerplate has several different ways in making a donation to your group based on which way is 
most beneficial to your group. 
 
These standard retail/concession stands have eight points of sales (cash registers), requiring eight 
people to run these registers (18 years and older).  We call these workers line workers (cash 
register adults).  Each stand also requires two managers – a Stand Manager who manages the 
inventory (18 years and older) and oversees the stand functioning, and a Money Manager (16 years 
and older) who manages the cash functions and assists the stand manager.  The stand also requires 
additional staff to provide support functions; we call these positions backups (16 years and older).  
So, in our eight-line stand the total staff would be fourteen workers (2 managers + 8 line workers + 
5-6 backups = 15-16 workers). 
 
Keith will inquire for more information on what is available and will then come back to the board 
for a decision on moving forward with this fundraising event this season. 

 
 
Ice Purchasing – Tom Garin met with Dave several times and has purchased 115 hours of all weekend 
ice.  By the end of August, we are hoping to have Cambridge Isanti release some of the ice they 
currently have scheduled.  Tom is also contacting Matt at East Bethel to look at available ice at this 
location. 
 
Coaching Selection/Interviews – The coaching selection interviews will take place next Wednesday 
night.  There are currently two (2) applying for the PeeWee head coach and two (2) applying for the 
Squirt head coaching positions.  The coaching selection committee includes Keith Johnson, Don 
Schmitt, Jim Axberg, Scott Jensen, Tom Garin, and Tim Langevin.  We are only selecting the top level 
Squirt and PeeWee coaches with a ranking for each group of coaches.  We will look to approve this 
through a conference call next week.  Tim will schedule the conference call. 
 
Pre-Skates – The Pre-skates and try-out times have been posted on the website.  Nikki will add a page 
element so it shows up on all pages of the website.  Pre-skates are to get the players ready for try-outs so 
they know what to expect in the try-outs.  These are basically a rehearsal of what it will be during the 
actual try-outs.  These pre-skates are for the kids and the coaches so everyone knows what to expect. 
 
We will need to discuss if it makes sense to have 3 on 3 hockey as requested by the evaluators as some 
do not feel that they see the positioning as well if we were to do a 5 on 5 scrimmage.  Tom has contacted 
Jess Richards and Lynda Chilstrom and they are both willing to help out during the evaluations again 
this season.  Brian is working with Tom and the White Bear Lake evaluators on the cost for evaluations 
this season.  Tom will look into adding one more evaluator as we have discussed the need for four (4) 
evaluators at these evaluations.  After some discussion, we are going to move forward and ask the High 
School hockey coach if he is available to fill this fourth evaluator position.  Tom will get in contact with 
the High School hockey coach and see if he is available to participate as an evaluator for our skaters. 

 
 

Motion to adjourn –  9:07pm.  Motion made by Janelle Olson, seconded by Scott Hannah.  Motion 
Carried. 


