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Minnesota Hockey Board of Directors 
Sunday, June 24, 2012
Marriott Minneapolis West
Board Members Present
President Margenau                  
Vice President Gray 

 Vice President Bakke
Controller Bullard

      
Secretary-Treasurer DeMeo        
Director Mickus
Director Merth
         

Director Dornfeld

    
Director Jacobs
Director Kephart

         
Director Hewitt

    
Nick Nynas for Director Rakness
Director Christenson
         
Director Timm

             
Director Hill         
Director Oleheiser
        

Director Bushy 


Scott Riopelle for Director Elliott
Director Hayne

         
Director Swenson         

Director Wefler


Director Bittner
         
         
Director Morris 
Past President Green

Staff Present: 
Executive Director Snee

Administrative Assistant Hayes

Parliamentarian: 
Ginny Altman

Minnesota District Representatives:
Dave Margeneau, Director                     Steve Oleheiser, Director                        Risk Manager Bruce Kruger
Registrar Diane Yuarte

Ace Coordinator Terry Evavold

Guests: 
Greg Evenson-President, North Dakota Amateur Hockey Association;  Dan Mulder-President, Wisconsin Amateur Hockey  Association; John Hack-Vice President, Wisconsin Amateur Hockey Association.  
President Margenau called the Board meeting at 8:00am. The roll was taken, with 27 voting members present. The simple majority was 14; Two thirds majority was 18. 
Minutes for the Spring Meeting were distributed previously for consideration. Director Perry offered a correction under Old Business,  AA/A State Tournament Proposal.  Where it states “If a team is located in a City where the high school” should read “If a team is located in an affiliate/association where the high school”.  With no objections , the Minutes, as corrected, will stand as submitted. 
Agenda Changes – Secretary-Treasurer DeMeo requested that the Finance/Budget Committee report be moved to the top of the Committee Reports. There was no objection. 
Treasurer’s Report- Secretary-Treasurer DeMeo submitted the Balance sheet and P&L for May 31, 2012.  It was noted that we have $1,320,614.23 in our bank accounts.  Current liabilities are at $3,000.00, with no long term liabilities. Currently our net income for the year is $465,205.  On our P&L our revenue is $1,483.000 little behind budget. Corporate Partnerships still have $125,000 of revenue still to come in this last quarter. Minnesota Hockey expenses are down from predicted which will help the budget.  Under Grants received the USA Hockey Block Grant was deposited in June $114,000.00 which will show on the last quarter report.  Expense side we have yet to pay the commission for the Executive Director.  Invoices for the 15 summer camp still are coming in also some of the expenses for the Goalie Camp.    At the end of year we will have about $200,000, significantly most of the money coming from the unspent legal fees.  Referred to audit

President’s report – President Margeneau acknowledged the Board for the work completed the past two days and the respect shown for each other’s opinions. There is a high level of excitement with the new initiatives we have going, namely communications, education, tournaments, administration and High Performance programs.  All of these focused on our priorities of growing the game, developing our players and improved safety.   

 New Leader awards – Brandon Loughrey from North Metro for his activities toward growing the game and marketing position.  Andrew Shriver from Alexandria was being recognized in his work with Player Developemnt,  Promotion of the American Development model, and growing game of girls hockey in Alexandria. Both associations will receive 5 start sets.
Executive Director’s Report – Executive Director Snee referred to his written report which is attached hereto and incorporated into these Minutes as submitted. He reminded the Board of the golf outing and acknowledged the work of Kathy Hayes during the budget preparation process.   
Committee Reports: 
Finance/Budget  - Secretary-Treasurer DeMeo reported that the committee considered several requests for budget line item changes and recommended that the Board approved these requests as follows;
Women – reallocation of $1800 from Advertising & 1000 from Promotions to Awards. 
Coach-In-Chief – reallocation of $1750 from mileage to Air Fair & $500 from meeting room to miscellaneous expense.
 Recreational League – reallocate $1,000 trophies to Staff Wearing Apparel.
Hockey Education Program – reallocate $3500 from Copying to Video Productions. 
The committee’s recommendation was approved without objection. 
The Committee recommended the adoption of a  language change to the Financial Management Policy MH-FM-03 (Rev2) that eliminates any reference to the Controller, replacing that reference with Finance Administrator and empowers the Finance/Budget Committee  to authorize reasonable requests for the shift of funds between line items within a given program budget, provided that the total amount of that program budget not be exceeded, and inserts language that grants the Program Manager to bring any budget modification requests denied by the Finance/Budget Committee directly to the Board of Directors for final determination, with all such changes taking effect as of September 1, 2012.  The committee’s recommendation was approved without objection. 
The Committee submitted the stipend schedule for fiscal year 2013 and recommended that it be adopted as submitted, except that the stipend in the amount of $1,500 for the unapproved position of HP Finance Director be removed. President Margenau reminded the Board that those receiving stipends should recuse themselves from the voting. The recommendation to approve the Stipend Schedule was approved without objection. 

The Committee submitted the Budget for fiscal year 2013. This budget was previously adjusted during open forum among the Minnesota Hockey Board of Directors and was amended to show revenues of $2,053,450 and expenses of $2,067,008, with excess revenues of $17,197. The Committee recommended that the Budget be adopted, as amended. With no further discussion, the amended Budget was unanimously approved. 
After the Budget was submitted and approved by the Finance/Budget Committee, a late request was received from the district directors to add the sum of $1,600 in expenses for two district director meetings within the fiscal year. By accepting this late submission, the expenses for fiscal year 2013 will increase from $2,023,253 to $2,024,853, with excess revenues reduced from $17,197 to $15,597. There was no objection to receiving the late submission. The budget, with the inclusion of the District Directors Meetings , was unanimously approved. 
Administrative Management - The Committee recommended we approve a request from Executive Director Snee to hire a full time marketing intern from August 2012 to May 2013.  The recommendation was approved without objection. 
Adult – Director Swenson had no report

Adult Women – Director Wefler reported  that the Women’s Hockey Association of Minnesota (WHAM) has a new President, Vice President and Treasurer. WHAM n the process of producing promotional video for recruiting purposes. 
Disabled – Director O’Brien had no report

District Directors
District 1 – Director Mickus expressed concern for lack of C Bantam Tournaments throughout the state. He requested that all districts review this potential and let him know if any such tournaments will be held.
District 2 – Director Merth had no report.
District 3-  Director Dornfeld had no report.
District 4 - Director Jacobs had no report.  
District 5 – Director Kephart had no report
District 6 – Director Hewitt reported that there will be a meeting of District 6 presidents in July kicking off the season. The District will conduct elections in August. He plans to seek another term as director. 
District 8 – No report

District 9- Director Christenson had no report. 
District 10-Director Timm had no report

District 11- Director Hill reported that there will be district elections in July. He plans to seek reelection. 
District 12-Director Oleheiser had no report

District 15- Director Bushy had no report

District 16- No Report

Diversity- Director Mickus had no report

Executive Committee – President Margenau reported that the committee reviewed a request from the Wisconsin Wilderness Junior team to relocate from Spooner, WI to Cloquet, MN. This move was dictated by the future closing of the Spooner rink. A Memorandum Of Understanding has been executed with the Wildness Organization in which they agreed not to have players with High School or Youth eligibility on their roster without the approval from the MH VP Hockey Operations The committee recommended the Board approved this request. The USA Hockey Junior Council will require our written approval of the relocation..  The committee also requests that the Planning Committee review the current structure for standing committees to determine if it is efficient and effective to support our priorities of growth, player development and safety. They will report back at the winter meeting.  The Executive committee recommended an adoption of a Special Group letter of intent and Special Group agreement as approved by and reveiwed by the Executive committee, with this program to be managed  by Todd Elmer, with presidential oversight . The recommendations were was approved without objection. 
The Fall Meeting will be Sept 21-23 at the Sawmill in Grand Rapids.  

Girls League – Vice President Stigen had no report

Grievance – Secretary-Treasurer reported that he reviewed a grievance filed against Minnesota Hockey by a Mite coach in District 11 who was refused the opportunity to finish the season because of his willful failure to  take the USA Hockey required supplemental module required to maintain his certification. In his complaint, the coach alleged that USH Hockey had violated their “contract” with him because he held a coaching card that was validated through the 2012 season.  The action to remove him from coaching started with the Duluth Amateur Hockey Association and was upheld by the Director, District 11 and the Gold Region. Upon reviewing the facts in the matter, it was determined that the applicable rule was written by USA Hockey, taking preeminence over any Minnesota Hockey rules. Minnesota Hockey had no jurisdiction in the matter and the Grievant was referred to USA Hockey to seek relief.

High School Boys– Director Bittner had no report. 
High School Girls- Director Morris had no report. 
Hockey Operations – Terry Evavold reporting for Vice President Ford referred to the reports of the various subcommittees. Those submitted in writing are attached herewith and incorporated into these Minutes.  

Handbook-  Committee Chair Halverson reminded the Board that any changes need to be emailed to by or before July 15, 2012. He will start working on it the Handbook so as to have it ready for review by August 1 and submitted for print by August 10.  

Junior Gold – Committee Chair Kruger had no report 

Juniors-  Director Hayne reported that elections for Minnesota Junior Hockey League were held.  Pat Zuric will take over the administrative activities as commissioner.  A 2nd commissioner will be in place to take care of operations. Recently, the Great Lakes Junior League chose to leave USA Hockey to join the AAU. 8 teams from that league have opted not to make the change, preferring to remain affiliated with USA Hockey. These 8 teams are now a part of the MJHL, allowing us to split into two divisions, each with 8 teams. The Owatonna Blades will join the Minnesota division for the 2012-13 season. There will be two show cases this season, one in Wisconsin Oct 4, and the other in Rochester the weekend of Sept 15.
Planning – Vice President Bakke had no report

Publicity and Promotion – Vice President Gray referred to his written report which is attached herewith and incorporated into these Minutes. 
Recreation League- Director Mickus offered the League’s appreciation to Executive Director Snee for attending the MIAMA meeting to help acquire some ice. The League’s next Meeting will be August. 
Referees- Referee-In-Chief Olson had no report. 
Gold Region – Vice President Stigen reminded the Gold Region Directors to get their  Region and State Tournament information to him as soon as possible. 
Rules - Committee Chair Halverson submitted two Bylaw changes, identified as B1 and B2, asking the Board to consider them together and recommended approval as submitted: 
Bylaw Change B1 referred to Article 7,  Board of Directors,  subsection “Vice Presidents” to be amended to delete the following language “Vice President responsibilities shall be assiged by the President” and insert “The five individuals serving as Vice Presidents shall be responsible for Hockey Operations, Planning, Publicity/Promotion, Gold Division Coordinator and Maroon Division Coordinator”.
Bylaw Change B2 referred to Article 8, insert the following language “The Committee shall also have the authority to add other part- or full time positions, as approved by the Board.  The Executive Director shall be responsible for hiring and compensation administration for any such additional positions (staff) under the direction and approval of the Committee.  Further, the Executive Director shall be responsible for day-to-day management of the staff, under the general direction and oversight of the Committee”. The proposed Bylaw changes were approved without objection.
Committee Chair Halverson submitted four Rules changes, identified as R1, R2, R3 and R4, asking the Board to consider R1 separately and R2, R3 and R4 together and recommended approval as submitted:
Rule Change R1 referred to Minnesota Hockey Handbook Section IV “Participation”, paragraph 5. “Changing  Schools” .
 Rules 5a. & 5b. were removed and replaced with the following language:

    
 5a. Players who change schools without a corresponding change of residence shall elect one of the    

            
following: 
 
 1.  Have full eligibility to compete at any classification in their Association of Residence; or

2.  Have full eligibility to compete at any classification in their Association of School Attendance  if they completed the grades offered in the school they were previously attending; or

3.  Be eligible at the “B” classification or lower in their new Association of School Attendance  for one (1) year beginning with the first day of attendance in the new school if they did not complete the grades offered in the school they were previously attending. 

5b. Players who have participated in their association of School Attendance and desire to return to their Association of Residence without a corresponding change of school shall elect one of the following:
1.   Have full eligibility to compete at any classification with their Association of School  Attendance for one (1) year beginning with the first day that they notify in writing both Involved associations of their intent to return to their association of Residence; or

2.  Be eligible at the “B” classification or lower in their Association of Residence for one (1) year beginning with the first day that they notify in writing both involved associations of their intent to return to their Association of Residence. 

The proposed Rule changes were approved without objection.                                                                 
Rule Change R2 referred to Minnesota Hockey Handbook Section VI “Team Composition”, paragraph C.1 was removed and replaced with the following language:

C. 1.If a spare goalie is not available from within a team’s league or association, a spare may then be chosen first from among the teams in its district, then from its region. Failing the above, a spare goalie may be chosen from the vicinity in which the tournament is being played.
Rule Change R3 referred to Minnesota Hockey Handbook Section VIII.  “Playing Rules”, a new paragraph C was inserted with the following language:

C. Districts, leagues and Invitational tournaments may reduce the duration of minor penalities form 2 to 1 ½ minutes for games with periods of 15 minutes or less. 
a. The Fair Play penalty –minute thresholds by level as outlined in Playing Rule P-3 are in effect regardless of whether 2 minute or 1 ½ minute minor penalties are assessed.

b. For the purposes of Fair Play penalty “equivalency” minutes, minor penalties will be counted as 2 minutes as outlined in Playing Rule P-4, regardless of whether 2 minutes or 1 ½ minute minor penalties are assessed. 

c. The standard minor penalty duration of 2 minutes shall be assessed at MH Region and State Tournaments and in all District Tournaments that determine teams progressing to Region or State Tournaments. 

Original paragraph C was re-indentified as paragraph D.

Rule Change R4 referred to Minnesota Hockey Handbook Section VIII.  “Playing Rules”, paragraph J “Team Rest” was amended with the insertion of this sentence at the end of the paragraph: 

Exception – For Mites, the time between activities can be reduced to 1 ½ hours. 

The proposed Rule changes were approved without objection.
Scholarships – Vice President Gray had no report

Screening – Vice President Gray had no report

Tournaments –Director Timm reported that the committee recommends the approval of a 3 year contract with our tournament clothing vendors. The recommendation was approved without objection.
President Margenau announced that the USA Hockey reports would be deferred to the USA Hockey Minnesota District meeting.
President Margenau introduced two USA Hockey officials, Walter Bush, Chairman of the Board and Peter Lindberg, Vice President, Legal Counsel. The two guests addressed the Board and answered questions pertaining to USA Hockey matters. Mr. Bush was one of the original founders of the Minnesota Amateur Hockey Association (now Minnesota Hockey, Inc.) and served as its President between the years of 1961-63. Mr. Lindberg served as MAHA president from 1983-86. 
Old Business
Secretary-Treasurer DeMeo stated that by the previous approval of the budget and the Stipend schedule, which included the Hockey Operations reorganization plan, it was no longer necessary to take a separate action to approve the plan. Without objection, the Hockey Operations Reorganization Plan was removed from the agenda.

 New Business

Director Jacobs moved to relocate New Ulm/Sleepy Eye Association from District 9 to District 4.  2nd by Past President Green. Request for discussion. Motion carried unanimously. 
Ace Coordinator Terry Evavold provided the Board with a recommendation from the Ad Hoc committee to end the pilot penalty program for assessing major penalties for checking from behind and boarding and return to the penalty structure as outlined in the USA Hockey playing rules and that each District work closely with their Referee-In-Chief, Head Coach  and ACE Coordinator to ensure that the game is played within the existing rules  . Director Bushy moved that this recommendation be adopted as submitted.  2nd by Referee-In-Chief Olson. 
Director Oleheiser moved to amend the motion to continue the pilot program for the 2012-2013 season, which includes a major penalty for boarding and a major penalty plus 10 minute misconduct for checking from behind.  2nd by Director Hewitt. Rules Committee Chair Halverson reminded the Board that this amendment would require a 2/3 majority vote per our bylaws. 
Director Tim Timm has requested a roll call vote for the amendment. With no further discussion, Secretary-Treasurer DeMeo called the roll: 
District 1 yes


District 2 no


District 3 yes
District 4 yes


District 5 no


District 6 yes
District 8 yes


District 9 no


District 10 yes 
District 11 yes 


District 12 yes 


District 15 no 
District 16 no 


Past President  Green yes, 

Vice President Bakke yes, 
Vice President Gray yes,    

Controller Bullard yes, 

Vice President Stigen yes, 
Director Hayne yes, 

Director Bittner yes, 

Director Wefler, yes, 
Director Morris abstain, 

Director Swenson yes, 

Referee-In-Chief Olson no, 
Secretary- Treasurer  DeMeo yes. 
The Motion to amendment the proposal to add the provision that the Pilot Program for Penalties be extended to the 2012-2013 Season was adopted, with 18 voting yes and 6 voting no and one abstention.
The amended proposal was opened for discussion. Director Morris would like to see the specific responsibilities for coaches and players who continue to put players in jeopardy on the ice. Controller Bullard makes moved to end discussion and act on the amended proposal.  2nd by Dennis Green. Motion to end discussion carried
President Margenau then called for a roll call vote on the proposal as amended. Secretary-Treasurer DeMeo called the roll:
District 1 yes,


District 2 no


District 3 yes
District 4 yes, 


District 5 no


District 6 yes
District 8 yes,


District 9 no 


District 10 yes 
District 11 yes, 


District 12 yes


District 15 no,
District 16 no. 


Past President Green yes, 

Vice President Bakke yes, 
Vice President Gray yes, 

Controller Bullard, yes, 

Vice President Stigen yes, 
Director Hayne yes, 

Director Bitner yes, 

Director Wefler yes, 
Director Morris abstain,

Director Swenson yes, 

Referee-In-Chief  Olson no. 
Secretary-Treasurer DeMeo yes

The Motion as amended to continue with the structure as outlined in the USA Hockey playing rules with the pilot program for penalties extended to the 2012-2013 season carried with 18 for, 6 against and one abstention.
With further business, the meeting was adjourned without objection.

Shari Olson

Recording Secretary

I have reviewed the above Minutes and confirm that they represent the proceedings of this meeting of the Minnesota Hockey Board of Directors, held on the 24th day of June, 2012

Gerald R. DeMeo, Secretary-Treasurer

Minnesota Hockey
