
Sun Prairie Youth Hockey Association 

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

September 16, 2012 

 

Audience: Joe Brickl, Jim Tuttle, Nathan Rosin, Gary Brendemuehl, and Misi Watters 

 

President Dave Batterman called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm.   

 

1. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Misi Watters asked about the possibility of multi-child discounts.  Numerous Sun Prairie sports offer discounts, as do 

neighboring hockey communities.  Dave asked that this be added for discussion under New Business. 

 

2. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Secretary –  Betsy McCrary 

August meeting minutes have been approved and posted to the website.     

  

Work is starting on Try Hockey for Free.  Joe and Amie Brickl are again taking the lead with contacting schools to 

attend open houses.   Hosting a Try Hockey for Free event is part of the 2x2 Challenge.  Jeff asked Betsy to explain 

the 2 x 2 Challenge.  USA Hockey has laid out some programs to help youth hockey associations reach and retain 

players, part of the “Grow the Game” initiative.   When associations host events like Try Hockey for Free, they have 

the opportunity to earn sets of One Goal equipment.   The idea is that if you follow their suggestions, your program 

will grow.  That’s why after Try Hockey for Free we want to offer a low-cost transition program.    It was through the 

Grow the Game contest that SPYHA won 20 additional sets of equipment.  It was noted that bags may not be 

included.  Betsy explained that it wasn’t something listed as included on the equipment list, and actually families are 

asked to bring something in to carry equipment at check-out.  It was suggested that it could be mentioned in an 

upcoming email blast that we would accept “gently used” bags. 

 

Betsy also provided a registration update by travel team level.  Team reps have received a breakdown of kids in their 

age group who have registered, as well as those who haven’t.  She has asked them to follow-up with those who 

haven’t registered.   

 

b. Treasurer – Paula Walker   

Paula reported the new bookkeeping firm has started and is working on invoicing.  They should have the reports set up 

for next month.  Cards for families with multiple travel kids have the costs split between kids.  Half of the invoiced 

amount is due before players can step on the ice.   Paula noted that there was $60,396.31 in the checking account, 

$3,129 in the equipment fund, $77,245.60 in money market after moving $30,000 to checking.  The PayPal money 

from dues goes into the money market account.  There is $186,797.90 in the capital campaign account. 

 

Upcoming projects include working to update the spreadsheet for dasher boards.  Chris Herwig asked who had 

ownership currently.  Bill Blumer has been the leading this piece of advertising.  This could fall under the 

advertising/marketing group.   

 

Jen noted that she has gotten some calls with invoicing questions.  She had an invoice that said her volunteer hours 

weren’t fulfilled, but then there was no charge, and her hours were completed.  Paula will look into it. 

 

c. President Elect – Kirk Wessel  

Nothing to report 

 

d. Past President – Jeff Thornton 

It looks like we’re on track to receive the jerseys just in time (end of October). 

 

e. President – Dave Batterman 

Dave explained that he and Jeff have been in multiple meetings with the city.  One main topic of discussion has been 

the struggle to get in touch with representatives from larger corporations, either currently in the city or coming.   To 

that end, the city is putting together a Sun Prairie Hockey Night, with Mike Eaves as the keynote speaker.  Due to 

NCAA recruiting rules, any male or female hockey players in grades 9-12 and their parents would not be able to 

attend.   Dave met with Coach Eaves on Friday.  The event will be either Sept. 26 or 27.  The city will send e-vites to 

everyone in their database.  We’re hoping for good attendance, including youth hockey families.  Jen asked if it was 

open for association members.  Dave thought possibly, but space could be a limiting factor.  The event would start 

about 5 pm, with a program around 6 pm.  There is also expected to be something in the newspaper.  Steve could send 

out an email blast to the association.   

 

Dave’s next topic was progress with the school district.  There is a critical school board meeting on Sept. 24.  We need 

to pack the room.  Typically, we would be able to leave after the item was discussed.  This is the opportunity to bring 



kids in jerseys.  Dave will review details a little later.  Those who attend need to fill out support cards.  It’s critical to 

be a standing room only crowd.  Figure skating friends and other arena based-programs would benefit and those 

representatives are also encouraged to attend. 

 

The semi-trailer campaign has ended, as the signs have faded.  Jen does still have the sign up at Hensen’s Fine 

Cabinetry, though.   We are working on site signage.  Of the $1,500 approved, we’ve negotiated the sign down to 

approximately $1,120, and installation will be handled by a member.   The sign includes the high school mascots 

(boys and girls hockey) as well as the youth hockey cardinal.   Nate asked about the Diamonds.  We talked about it, 

but the sign had to be readable.  

 

Now is an important time to be in communication with elected officials from both the city and the school board.  It’s 

very critical to contact alders and the entire board to express support for SPYHA, and encourage neighbors and 

grandparents to do the same.  These people are driving the bus, but they represent and work for us.  Dave will get 

links to Steve to share in the email.  

 

3. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Volunteer Committee 

No one present to report.  The first school skates are coming up and are on DIBS.  Board members were reminded 

that they still need to sign up in DIBS.   

 

b. Annual Fundraising Committee 

No additional report.    

 

c. Communications Committee 

Steve said the newsletter went out, with special thanks to Betsy for pulling it together.  He asked who is doing the 

school skates, as he needs information for the website.  Karen Welling is overseeing them and will get him the 

information.   

 

d. Region 4 Report 

Jen met Monday with the Dace County officials.  They were not opposed to auto payments.  Their next 

membership meeting is Sept. 17 at 7 pm at MIA, and they’d like a presentation.  Referees are independent 

contractors.  Jen could change plans to be there.   

 

Angie, Chuck and Jen figured out the information for the level 1 referee clinic next month.  The classroom 

training is at PAC, and there is a fee there; however, SPYHA is donating the ice.  Jen will follow-up with Region 

4 about this. 

 

There was a full WAHA meeting during the regular Region 4 meeting.   Background checks must be taken care 

of and a form signed by the association by Dec. 1, or teams will not be able to participate in the state tournament.  

Starting in 2013-2014, background checks will be good for two years.  The information should be on the WAHA 

website.   

 

Concussions and screening remains a hot topic.  Baseline screening is strongly recommended for ages 11 and up.  

We could add a link on our website to additional information.  UW Health has some information.  The key is that 

if coaches are in doubt, the kid has to sit until evaluated by a medical professional.   

 

There are upcoming coaches meetings.  There is a mite survey on WAHA for the association to take.  Betsy 

thought we had already done this.  Jen mentioned that Dave should have received a WAHA newsletter from 

Jeremy Giesecki, Jen will forward it since Dave didn’t’ recall seeing it.   

 

Kevin Erlenbach from USA Hockey spoke at the meeting.  He’s in charge of the Grow the Game initiative, and 

Jen picked up information.   

 

Tom Hansen, Region 4 registrar, can verify birthdates using annotation forms at any Region 4 meeting.  Jen and 

the registrar, Marge Gross, will work together to get our forms in.  Sanction fees also go to Tom.   

 

State tournament entry fees are due to WAHA by Nov. 15.  Jen has guidebooks and will distribute them.  She 

noted that the dates are wrong for the PeeWee and Bantam state tournaments, and labels with the correct dates 

will be distributed.   

 

The WI Hockey Hall of Fame is looking for memorabilia.  Jen is willing to write a nomination, but two letters are 

needed.   

 



The league scheduling meeting is Oct. 14 at 2 pm at MIA.  Jen, Steve, and Bill will need to attend to schedule 

their age level games.  Oct. 17 at Vitense is the next Region 4 meeting.  The team managers meeting starts at 8 

pm. If we don’t have team managers selected, then the Board level reps will need to go.  Scheduling of officials is 

one of the topics of discussion.   

 

Those looking at officials training should register five days in advance.  The HS league scheduling meeting has 

already been held, and they are not in a separate Region 4 league.  Placement requests are due Oct. 1 for the 

Region 4 leagues.  It was noted that the midget (HS) roster is limited to 25, youth teams are 20.  Scholarship 

requests are due to WAHA by Oct .1.  Associations are responsible for half fees.   

 

A motion was made and passed at the Region 4 meeting to not schedule Rockford in any league due to numerous 

problems with cancellations and double-scheduling.  Teams are still allowed to schedule games with them, and 

they will likely come to the scheduling meeting.  There were no representatives opposed to this at the meeting.  

Rockford did not attend. 

 

There was a note that 2x2 calls to those who haven’t registered can happen as soon as ADM registration opens.   

 

e. Tournaments: 3 x 3 update – Mike Sanders 

Mike wasn’t able to make it.  Hopefully he’ll be able to provide an update next month. 

 

4. LEVEL REP REPORTS 

a. ADM – Marcie Rauls and Karen Welling 

A group met Thursday to discuss the program.  They started looking for jamborees and found one in January.  They 

noted that they couldn’t find ours on the WAHA website, and will follow-up with Mike Sanders on that. 

 

b. DC Diamonds – Angie Hadley 

There will not be a U10 team this year, as they only had six skaters. They are going with two U12 teams with tryouts. 

 

c. Squirt – Bill Gilbertson  

Nothing to report. 

 

d. PeeWee – Steve Traut   

There are 43 registered, including potentially five goalies.  Of the seven who didn’t return, two chose not to due to 

financial reasons, one was looking for a peewee recreational team, one moved, and one is playing other sports. 

 

Steve indicated that he was requested to bring up allowing Minnesota teams into Cardinal Cups for peewees.  The 

inquiry came through Jim Tuttle.  Last year Sun Prairie played Superior twice, and they were good games.  (Superior 

follows MN rules.)   Jim Tuttle felt we should play the best competition.  Dave wanted to know if this was to be 

discussed only for the peewee level or for all Cardinal Cups.  Steve thought this was a level request.   Jen thought we 

should just wait to see what happens.  Chris Gehrmann said we needed to follow whatever we specify in our 

advertising.  MN teams tend to be older because they follow different birth cutoff dates.  For example, Superior had 

no 2000’s on their team last year.   

 

Another question that was raised was with PeeWee B hosting state and not having playdowns, if they could play extra 

games during this time.   The question was asked who they would play.  It was noted that last year the Bantam B team 

did play other opponents during playdowns, but they were well under their game limits. Jen was fine with it if they 

can find a game.  Betsy pointed out that discussion on game limits was already on the agenda. 

 

e. Bantam – Jen Kurtz  

Bantam numbers are low.  There were seven kids who didn’t return on her list, and she’s contacted each one.   Two 

aren’t interested in playing anymore, but two others had missed registration, and will be registering.  Angie asked why 

so many weren’t returning.  Jen said one didn’t enjoy the season last year, and one went to AAA, where he had played 

in previous years.  Jeff explained that it’s fairly common to see attrition at this age.   

 

Jen would like to see/discuss scholarship requests.  This would require closed session, and it was noted that typically 

the entire Board does not see financial portions of the requests. 

 

f. High School – Chris Gehrmann 

Chris noted that we have some unregistered, but wondered how much we wanted to chase them down with the 

numbers we already have.  Dave thought it was our responsibility to find out.  Chris noted they are experienced 

hockey families who are familiar with the registration process,  but Dave would like to have an exit interview of sorts.  

It was clearly explained to late registrations that with the numbers we have, there is no guarantee of team placement 

for late registrations.   Two teams of 12 would be too small, especially with just one goalie, who is also trying out for 

varsity.  Chris will follow-up as requested.  



 

g. Coaches rep. – Chris Herwig  

Nothing to report 

 

5. OLD BUSINESS 

a. New Rink / Building Committee 

There have been lots of meetings.  Dave reviewed the original proposal with the school district, which included a 75% 

discount for five years ($150,000, approval of architect’s plans, all contracts, and no retail space open from 7:15 to 

3:15 on school days, in exchange for $100,000.  Meetings have been with district administration and athletic director.  

They are not the final ones to make the decision, the Board is.  The counter proposal from SPYHA included two 

exclusive varsity locker rooms, with $25k build out allowance, purchase of school day ice at 50% discount of nonpeak 

rate, host three team two hour skates free, avoided transportation fees to rinks outside the city for 14 home games at 

$150/trip and 50 practices at $115/trip.  Just for boys varsity, inflated at 4%/year over 20 years would be a saving s of 

over ½ million dollars.  Since the girls already spend half their time at Waunakee, their practices/games were not 

included.  With $150,000 in ice savings and team skates, this is a value of almost $800.000, for $400,000 cash up 

front.  There is another meeting Tuesday morning, with an expected counterproposal.  The school Board meeting is 

Sept. 24, and it’s hoped that an agreement would be reached by then, but if not the two options will be presented to the 

school board.  Sticking points include the school district not wanting restaurant space, although the city has not been 

opposed to it.  Perhaps there is value to the district to not have it.  We are not willing to give them approval of 

contracts and such. 

 

Discussion with the city has been about possibly converting the lease to a deeded property, with the value of the land 

going toward the project.  Dave explained this may be a challenge and the city needs to see if this is even possible 

given it was designated as park land, although it was never developed as such.  Another possibility might be for the 

city to guarantee the loan.  The industrial revenue bond would allow savings of about half the interest, but there is a 

$75,000 upfront fee.  This would be paid for in savings over about 18 months.  The city has about four million on their 

ten million allotment left for this type of bond.  There is a committee of the whole meeting Tuesday night which will 

allow for additional discussion.   

 

There has been another meeting with the figuring skating clubs.  Chuck is working on a preliminary 2013-2014 

schedule that’s almost ready.   The business plan as an owner board is almost ready.  There is a meeting with Stevens 

tomorrow.   A civil engineer is needed to review the potential to upsize the high school retention pond rather than 

putting in a second one.   

 

b. Capital Fundraising – Jen Kurtz 

The committee has been meeting every other week, although this week’s may be rescheduled.  We heard we did not 

get the RBD play hockey grant that Paula tried for.  Paula has updated the pledge spreadsheet and Luanne Kostelic 

will be helping with thank yous.  Although it doesn’t seem like much progress, there has been much time devoted to 

discussions with the city and the school district.  

 

It’s expected that naming rights and advertising will become more active when building starts. 

 

Steve provided the second to last check from his mom, and explained they’ve settled on a naming right: the Rink A 

home bench for $10,000.  Jen thought they should be the next picture. We’ve raised $2.3 million of a $3.5 million 

campaign, and need about half of that difference upfront.  Chris Herwig will work on in-kind donations again.   

Jen extended a thank you to the Traut family for their donation.   Dave learned that although he is frustrated that 

fundraising has plateaued, it is similar to what Waunakee experienced.   

 

Fundraising pledge forms are needed tonight from the Board.  It’s hard to go in front of membership without 

demonstrated Board support.  It’s just like signing up for DIBS.   

 

c. ADM program 

Marcie, Karen, Chris Herwig, and the ACE directors have been meeting.  An idea regarding student helpers and high 

school varsity players who are not USA Hockey players to try to get a mentor program started was explored.  After 

discussion, HS2 players could assist, but they aren’t going to pursue nonUSA Hockey members.   

 

There will be a clinic for interested student coaches.  The hope is to pair them1:1 with an experienced coach. 

 

Kids older than U8 can be in ADM (assuming they can skate, but otherwise would start in Intro to Hockey), cannot 

play in outside jamborees, but could play in the in-house U8 league.  They are going with the “Original Six” theme 

with 8-10 players/team, and an end of season tournament.   

 

They are looking at an end of season full ice home and away game series with the Patriots for the 2004’s.   Marcie and 

Karen have agreed to separate by age, but will still assist each other.  The search is underway for a lead U6 coach by 



the ACE Directors, and Jon Lambert has agreed to lead U8.   There will be team reps at each red, white, and blue level 

to lighten the  workload for everyone.  The reps will need to make the commitment by session.   

 

Bill and Marcie are working on the squirt nonregistered list as it pertains to former ADM players.  One squirt who 

registered changed his mind, but there are 17 squirt age kids from ADM.   

 

Misi Watters suggested that scholarship information be communicated and it be shared with those who mentioned 

financial concerns.   

 

Jerseys for the Original Six league are being worked on with Chris Herwig.  Other jerseys for jamborees are still 

available.   

  

d. 2012-2013 Dues (ADM) 

Betsy distributed dues information, which was unchanged from what was given previously.  Jersey estimates are $25 

each.  Bill wondered if $375 plus cards is scary.  Marcie agreed, and is looking for comparison data.   Our utility costs 

are high.  It was pointed out that Little League is close to $200.   

 

Betsy pointed out that this includes equipment, something baseball doesn’t.  Misi Watters mentioned that football has 

used cleat exchange for free, and perhaps we could do something similar with skates or other equipment.  Dave liked 

the idea, but some equipment can be pretty tired.  There is a $25 equipment fee included.  It was asked if this could be 

optional, but Paula explained that it makes bookkeeping very difficult.  Last year we had a huge program at $200 and 

$310.  Karen thought it seems expensive.   

 

Concerns about the cards were raised.  Kirk noted they were per session. Dave acknowledged that some people don’t 

like them, some do.  They bring in a lot of money and have been the biggest, most successful fundraiser we’ve had.  

Betsy reminded the Board about the member drawing, too.  About 25% of membership won prizes last year.  If the 

cards seem expensive, selling the $50 per ticket car raffle tickets was really tough.  At least with the cards you’ve 

providing something of value. 

 

Jeff explained we should share what we know.  It really breaks down to about $6/hour.   

 

The proposed dues were accepted and approved by all. 

 

 Red, White, Blue Red, White, Blue 

 U6 U8 

Proposed Fee  $                   275.00   $                     375.00  

Cost per session  $                   137.50   $                     187.50  

   

All fees include:   

Capital campaign contribution (tax deduct.)  $                     50.00   

Scholarship fund contribution (tax deduct.)  $                     15.00   

Cardinal Jamboree (team expense)   

Coaches fees   

Reversible jersey (player keeps)   

ADM U6 skates approximately twice/week   

ADM U8 skates approximately three times/week   

   

Each family is also responsible for $250 in annual fundraising (Dine & Discount Cards), as previously 

approved 

Based on 50 players / age group   

 

Betsy and Paula will finish the registration packet.  ADM registration will open when they finish.  Marcie will work to 

update the ADM webpage. 

 

e. New Rink Board 

The owner board information has been shared with the city, and Dave met with our attorney on Saturday to review it.  

We need to set up a membership meeting to start this in motion, although the bylaws won’t be perfect.  The fact is that 

the lending institutions are requiring this.  The bylaws will be written by SPYHA, and in this case we were advised 

that general is much better than specific.  The requirement for membership notification of a meeting is 10 to 30 days 

prior. Jeff said we will need this in the business plan as justification.   

 



The membership meeting was set for Mon., Oct. 15 at 7 pm, with postcards to be sent out by approximately Oct. 1.   

 

Note:  The date was subsequently postponed to Mon., Oct. 22 at 7 pm due to the conflict with the school district 

annual meeting.  

 

6. New Business   

 

a. Revisiting Game Limits 

Betsy reviewed the July 24, 2011 game allowance approved by the Board.  Bill is looking for five extra away games 

for free, if offered, for all levels.  Chris Herwig said most know his thoughts, which he put in an email.  He explained 

that team reps often get emails, particularly when other teams cancel and a team is left searching for a game.  It’s nice 

to give teams the ability to match skills, too.  He’d like to a cap, a maximum amount of games, that if a team gets a 

call, they can accept without Board approval.   

 

Doing research, 40 games is about average for squirts, some included state, and some didn’t same for playdowns.  The 

original proposals were based on the number of practices.   

 

Dave explained that the reason he doesn’t like caps is that the schedulers will take everything and then they fill it.   

 

Chris Herwig felt that we can keep home games without increasing costs and increase touches, making a better overall 

program.    

 

Right now, we estimate 34 hours of practice.  Marcie thought ice touches is a whole different things.  Chris Herwig 

felt most practices are spent on skill development.  Marcie also added that games help build endurance.   

 

Misi Watters likes Chris Herwig’s concept, but it could be difficult with tournaments that have varying numbers of 

games.   

 

Chris Gehrmann has been around a while, and is concerned for equality among teams.  An aggressive team rep can get 

a lot more games than a newer, less experienced one.   Marcie thought we could let everyone know, and other team 

reps could explain it.  Chris Gehrmann said the Board reps would need to work with the team reps.    

 

Steve wasn’t sure how this all plays into it.   

 

Chris Herwig thought it would punish other teams.  

 

Peewee A shouldn’t have five more games for the same money. Misi Watters noted there are a whole lot more A 

teams than C teams.   

 

Jim Tuttle said with the size of the league, availability play reciprocal games is limited.   

 

There is a concern that everyone on a team would be willing to add these extra games.   

 

Dave asked where we are at.  Are we talking about adding this for one level? 

 

Jeff asked what our ACE Directors think.   

 

Squirt – 20 to 25 games 

Peewee – 30 to 35 games 

Bantam – 35 to 40 games 

U18/HS 2 – 40 to 40 games 

23 is the max for WIAA   

(Steve Traut left the meeting) 

 

Chris Herwig stressed that this was increasing touches without increasing costs.   

 

Betsy is concerned that SPYHA might get a reputation as a “mooch” – an association that takes games but doesn’t 

offer them in return.  Also, last year when requests were made to add games, there was a requirement to add practices 

– on or off- ice.  There aren’t very many teams that seem to do much off-ice work.  With these extra games, is there a 

commitment to off-ice conditioning, too? 

 

Chris Herwig said increasing games can provide coaching opportunities practices don’t.  On ice practices defeat the  

purpose of not adding cost, and he found the idea of hurting our reputation silly. He didn’t believe there had ever been 

a complaint.  He felt teams that can fill open games slots are really appreciative.   



 

With no more cost, this would give kids more ice. 

 

It was pointed out that the current policy allows teams to come to the Board for approval.   The proposal is to allow 

teams to say yay or nay without coming to the Board.   

 

Misi Watters understands the desire for more flexibility.   

 

Dave wanted to know who is going to make sure that everyone agrees when these come up.  Is it realistic to get a hold 

of everyone before agreeing? 

 

Misi Watters felt that when you schedule the team meeting you would also discuss this and if someone was opposed 

they should speak up then.   

 

Jen was going to agree with Misi – teams could go over limits at the first team meeting.   

 

Jeff had two thoughts.   He sees the possibility of teams scheduling 10 + 10 + 5, for example, from day one, so the 

argument of taking the last minute request is defeated.   

 

Chris Gehrmann asked the alternate question: are we going to be okay with cases with only 24 hours’ notice and a 

small team – wouldn’t it still be necessary to check with team.   

 

Marcie felt this was one the team reps.   

 

Jim Tuttle noted that not everyone has the benefit of experienced team reps who have extensive contacts.   

 

Chris Herwig made a motion to add an allowance of up to five away no cost games in addition to the allotted 

reciprocal over the game limits established during the July 24, 2011Board  meeting.  Paula seconded the motion. 

 

There was not additional discussion.  Roll call vote was taken: 

ADM 1 – Marcie – yes 

ADM 2 – Karen – yes 

DC Diamonds – Angie – yes 

Squirt – Bill – yes 

PeeWee – Steve – absent 

Bantam – Jen – no 

HS2 – Chris - no 

Coaches rep – Chris – yes 

Secretary – Betsy – no 

Treasurer – Paula – yes 

President-Elect – Kirk – yes 

Past President – Jeff – no 

Motion passes 7-4-1. 

 

b. Background checks 

Betsy explained background checks need to be done by Nov. 15, and reviewed the information required on the 

WAHA website.  To be clear, if we don’t have them done by Dec. 1, we will not be allowed to participate in state 

tournaments.  WAHA has indicated that Board members are expected to also have the checks.  She will try to have a 

list of those needing background checks by Thursday’s coaches meeting, and will send information to the Board via 

email as well. 

 

c. Other business 

Multi-child discount – Misi Watters indicate that Little League offers $25 to $50 discount for the second child, and the 

third child is free.  Her research with Waunakee indicated that they offer a 30% discount for the second child and 60% 

for the third.  She was wondering if we could do a 10% off second/20% off third to make it more affordable.  Jeff 

explained that doing something like this spreads the cost to others.  Marcie was curious how they did that.  Stoughton 

also does something like this, and for lower fees.  Chris Herwig explained that other associations run practices 

differently.  They will have more kids/teams on the ice – for example, instead of two teams splitting the ice, all of the 

skaters from an age group might be on the ice.   

 

Misi Watters asked when something might be able to go into effect.  Dave said it’s too late for this year; however, it 

could be looked at going forward.  He suggested that it be kept as old business.  Misi Watters and Karen Welling 

agreed to look into it further.   

 



Baseline concussion screening – Paula confirmed that everyone who registered had to review and agreed to the 

concussion information.  When she took her boys in to the doctor, she asked about baseline screening, but as squirts 

they’re too young.  Screening doesn’t start until age 11.  Dr. Reeder’s recommendation was baseline screening for all 

levels that check.  Typically, it’s not covered by insurance but costs just $15 to $25.  While Dave doesn’t believe 

looking into a screening program or requirement would work for this year, he’d like to keep talking about it.  If it 

became a requirement we’d have to find a way to ask families to provide they’ve had the screening.  It may be 

possible to set something up to do it association-wide and get a discount to reduce the cost.  He asked that this also 

remain on the agenda as old business, and he’ll check in with Dr. Reeder.  High school WIAA athletes require 

screening, but it’s handled and paid for through the school’s athletic department, and is good for two years. 

 

Cardinal Cups and MN teams – These should be raised on a case-by-case basis with the tournament director.  Chris 

Gehrmann is worried about what other teams would think if a tournament that was advertised as a WI A/MN B 

suddenly included MN A teams.  Jeff asked if there was a policy.  Dave though there would be tournament guidelines 

to address this.  While the desire was for the Board to give direction, it seems that each individual case would have to 

be considered.  Certainly if it was different than advertised other teams that were involved should be contacted.  Dave 

felt that if they were already posted as MN B, then we would need to stick to that.   Otherwise, requirements must be 

very clear. Betsy had the action to contact Mike Sanders, our tournament director,  to check in about this and discuss it 

with him. 

 

Discussion of scholarship information – There were questions raised about how scholarship requests are handled.  The 

policy manual, though outdated, reads applicants “petition the Board.”  Jeff explained that in his experience, the 

applicants have disclosed financial information and put their requests in writing to ecomm, and ecomm makes 

recommendations.  Jen felt the Board should know who is asking for scholarships as a Board-level rep.  Jeff wanted to 

avoid families being upset or embarrassed for asking.  There was concern that confidentiality would be compromised 

with more people involved with the specifics.  Paula asked how other associations/sports do this.  No one really knew.  

Dave didn’t have any particular issues with disclosure, but was concerned about financial information.  Chris 

Gehrmann thought if it was policy to come to the Board, it should be done that way.  Jeff asked if it was reasonable to 

abide the policy or change it.   

 

Betsy made a motion that the policy be changed such that ecomm receives scholarship information, reviews it, and 

makes a recommendation to the Board related to the number of scholarships.  There was no second 

 

Jen was concerned about voting blindly.  It was thought that ecomm could provide general information but if there 

were concerns it would have to go to closed session.   

 

The motion was rephrased to a motion to change to policy, replacing section 9 of the policy manual, such that ecomm 

receives scholarship requests, reviews it, and makes recommendation in closed session without disclosure of names.   

 

Chris Herwig admitted that in several years of being on the Board, he hadn’t remembered names coming to the Board.  

Jeff and Dave didn’t either.  The other stipulations (member in good standing, need, scholarship could not be 100% 

and must include fundraising and volunteer commitment) were clearer.   

 

Jeff seconded the motion. 

 

Jen felt that Board level reps should know what is going on at the level they are representing.  Dave asked if they 

could come to the ecomm to discuss.   

 

Chris Gehrmann pointed out that typically Board reps know the people they’re representing, and someone may choose 

to hide something that ecomm wouldn’t know about.   Jeff pointed out that they’d also be hiding it from the 

government.  Chris G. countered that some people prioritize what they want to spend money on.  For example, they 

may send their child to an expensive hockey camp, but then ask for assistance paying regular hockey dues.   

 

Jen thought that a particular group of ecomm members might not be aware of circumstances.  Kirk didn’t know why 

Board reps would need to know.  Dave agreed that it was possible they’d have knowledge ecomm wouldn’t.   

 

Paula pointed out that there are people that have received scholarships in the past who aren’t in good standing now.  

Chris Herwig thought if we can, we should change the policy.  Kirk thought if we haven’t disclosed it in the past, why 

should it be now?  Marcie thought a good compromise would be that the rep could be aware.  Chris Gehrmann also 

noted that in her experience it hadn’t come before the Board with specific information, either, but still it was a blind 

endorsement.   

 

Jeff asked if it was a question of trust.   

 

With no more discussion, motion failed 2-8-1.   



 

Karen asked what the point was and where that left things.  It was also noted that the policy manual does not allow 

100% scholarships.  Jen made a motion to go into closed session for additional scholarship request discussion.  Marcie 

seconded the motion.  All approved.   

 

The specific requests received were discussed in closed session.    

 

Outcome from closed session: 

As one request came from a family that was not in good standing, they were determined to be ineligible until their 

account is returned to good standing.  The second request was tabled for additional discussion with the individual 

making the request.   

 

The Board returned to open session and tabled the discussion of grade checks.  Jen made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting, Steve seconded the motion.   Meeting adjourned approximately 11:10 pm.   

 

Subsequent Board Action: 

 

A release request was received and granted for Lucy Rosenthal (DC Diamonds U14 goalie) to the Stoughton Jr. Icebergs, as 

they did not have a goalie.  SPYHA released her as the sponsoring organization, in collaboration with the DC Diamonds.  

 

A release request was received and granted for Nathan Reid, PeeWee goalie, to Waunakee, as they needed a PeeWee-aged 

goalie and Sun Prairie had four goalies for three teams. 


