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Ask anyone I work with and they'll be quick to tell you when it's game 
day - the signs are readily apparent. 
  
My pants are pressed a little bit better. My shirt a little more starched. 
The shave is a little closer. 
  
It has me walking a little taller, a little prouder as soon as I walk in the 
door to my day job and carries through until I swipe my suit for my stripes. 
  
That's the same feeling you should have when you walk in the door of any arena you skate in. 
  
The fact of the matter is that whether you know it or not, the people you encounter at the rink 
know exactly who you are from the moment you step out of the car. 
  
Why not let them know you mean business right away? 
  
Everyone has their own version of pregame preparation. For some it starts the night before, 
getting a good night's rest, fueling up with the proper foods and hydrating as much as possible. 
  
It just so happens that mine is all of that and usually involves a trip to the dry cleaners or a date 
with the ironing board. 
  
Now I'm not suggesting you go out and spend your hard-earned game fees on a designer label. 
Save the Hugo Boss for the NHL guys. 
  
Take some of that money and make an investment in yourself and buy a nice shirt or sweater and 
a proper pair of pants. When it comes down to it, we're being paid good money and believe it or 
not, that makes us professionals whether we're working Mite A or the AHL. 
  
Ladies and gentlemen, the team tracksuits simply don't cut it. Gym shorts and ratty sneakers 
simply aren't acceptable, either. Lose the ball caps as well. 
  
Team jackets should be kept in the closet when going to the rink. Often times referees still play, 
coach or have kids in youth organizations. 
  
Think about it, how would you feel you as a player feel if you had an away game and saw a 
referee walking in wearing the colors of the team you're about to play? 
  
As small as it seems, the simple act of not wearing the colors of the teams involved takes away 
yet another level of perceived impropriety. 
  
I've never seen a referee work a Flyers game wear an orange tie or shirt before working a game. 
  



The parade of players into NHL arenas mimics a fashion show and rarely do they wear clothes 
that match their uniforms. 
  
At the youth level more and more youth teams are requiring shirts and ties worn to their games. 
Coaches are teaching players to respect themselves. We as officials, as arbiters of what is right 
and wrong, should too respect ourselves. 
  
Part of that is presenting ourselves in a professional manner. 
 
Think classy and you'll be classy.  
 


