Team Travel: NEW ENGLAND WINTERFEST Hartford, CT
 
Important Policies:
 
The purpose of this policy is to define the roles and responsibilities of the Players and Chaperones when traveling as a team.  When players are traveling to tournaments that require overnight stays, it is mandatory that players spend their time off the court as a team.  This means staying in the designated rooms under the supervision of the official chaperone and participating in activities and meals as a team.  The chaperones are in charge of the team when they are off the court.  They make the final decisions regarding meals and activities, and enforce bedtime, curfews and behavior rules.
 
PLAYER RESPONSIBILITIES (we will go over these at practice Wednesday prior to the tournament):
· Good sportsmanship at all times. 
· Never go anywhere alone. You must be with at least one other girl and have the chaperone’s permission (i.e. restroom, soda machine, getting taped, buying souvenirs and anything else that takes you away from the rest of the team). 
· Go to sleep! The days are long and hard and the only way to play your best is when you are well rested.  This is about VOLLEYBALL, not a slumber party. 
· Make good, healthy food choices. Eat adequate breakfast, bring snacks, drink plenty.
· Double check your bags for all items you might need for the weekend: BOTH jerseys, kneepads, sneakers, socks, money, underwear, swimsuit, toiletries, etc.
· OBVIOUSLY:  No drugs, tobacco, alcohol, etc. will be tolerated per regulations of our club, GEVA, USA Volleyball, and the Scarsdale High School Athletic Code. 
· Be helpful and cooperative
· We do everything as a TEAM. No one is left out. No one goes anywhere alone. 
CHAPERONE RESPONSIBILITIES
 
Chaperone Responsibilities, Guidelines
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chaperones are second-in-command after the coaches and oversee the team when they are off the court.  At Hartford, some of the coaches will be participating in coach’s clinics when the team is not playing. This means the role of the chaperone is very important in maintaining supervision. Chaperones help make decisions regarding meals and activities during weekend tournaments.  You are there to ensure the athlete’s safety and that they eat, sleep, and get to the tournament on time.  You back up the club’s and coach’s rules. 
 
The club pays for the chaperone’s room cost; the chaperone pays for her own transportation and meals.  




RESPONSIBILITIES IN A NUTSHELL:
· Food, Snacks, Drinks (especially breakfasts)
· Enforcing Curfew, Lights out
· Wake-Up calls, getting everyone downstairs on time
· Final Decisions on dinner options/free time options, making sure everyone is included and accounted for in and out of the hotel
· Sickness: If a player gets sick and she is keeping her room up or could infect the other girls, bring her into the chaperone’s room, notify coaches, call parents if necessary
· Helping manage check out: ensure that the girls have all their belongings and have left the room in reasonable order. Have each girl leave a tip for the cleaning people.
· Helping to enforce rules (alcohol/drugs, behavior, punctuality)

The chaperone’s room is the center for food, water, breakfast. 

BREAKFAST: In previous years, parents/coaches have purchased items like bagels, muffins, croissants, yogurt, orange juice, cereal, milk, granola bars, fruit as well as cases of water for the weekend. The chaperone’s room is typically the gathering place for breakfast and team meetings before going out. Please budget about $10 per player mainly for breakfasts. (There is a Starbucks in the lobby of the Marriott, but lines are impossible an hour before the tournament begins and the girls really cannot rely on that.)

Room refrigerators are in limited supply at the Marriott, so Coach Nee will bring coolers as a backup for milk, juice, cream cheese and anything else that might be perishable.
 
Hotel CHECK IN

Players will be asked to be arrive between 5pm and no later than 10pm on Friday, January 18. Coach Nee will be there before 6 to check in and get room keys. It would help if chaperones could arrive by 8pm to help supervise. Players will be reminded to have dinner at home or on the road before they arrive. We will not be going anywhere for dinner on Friday night. (In previous years, 10pm was the earliest players arrived. Being MLK weekend, traffic was heavy.)

SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEKEND: (times are approximate because the playing schedule is not yet available)

Friday January 18:
No later than 10pm: everyone arrives, checks in to rooms
Approx. 10:00pm: meeting in chaperone’s room, go over rules and schedule
10:30pm: in own room
11:00pm: LIGHTS AND PHONES OFF

Saturday, January 19: (assuming we play in the morning wave, beginning at 8am)
6:30am: report for breakfast
7am leave for courts—bring everything you need with you
8am-2pm/3pm PLAY
**Lunch at tournament, girls pay for their own lunch
Late Afternoon: shower, rest, homework time, (Pool?—official chaperone or coach must accompany)
DINNER: around 6pm—If parent carpools are available, West Hartford (Cheesecake Factory, Moe’s, many other options) Each TEAM eats together, but girls pay for their own meals.
Back to rooms 
10:30pm: everyone in own room
11:00pm: LIGHTS OUT AND PHONES OFF

Sunday, January 20:  (same as Saturday, except for dinner)
6:30am report for breakfast
7am leave for courts—bring everything you need with you
8am-2pm/3pm PLAY
**Lunch at tournament, girls pay
Late Afternoon: shower, rest, homework time, (Pool?)
DINNER: around 7pm—covered by club at hotel restaurant
(In previous years, team watched a movie in one of the rooms after dinner)
10:30pm: everyone in own room
11:00pm: LIGHTS OUT AND PHONES OFF

Monday, January 21:
6:30am report for breakfast (this may change based on the schedule we receive)
**PRIOR to going to the tournament, check out--all bags packed and either brought down to lobby storage room or kept in chaperone’s room, depending on what hotel allows this year
7am leave for courts—bring everything you need with you
8am-2pm/3pm PLAY
**Lunch at tournament, girls pay
PLAY until elimination, finals should end by 3pm, if not earlier.

At least one coach or chaperone needs to stay until everyone is picked up.


