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2012 IIHF Women’s  
World CHampIonsHIp
Together with the partnership of the University of Vermont, 
and the support of the Vermont State Amateur Hockey 
Association, USA Hockey staged the 2012 International 
Ice Hockey Federation Women’s World Championship in 
Burlington and South Burlington, Vermont. It was the most 
successful and most attended Women’s World Championship 
ever hosted in the United States.

“My hat is off to USA Hockey and all involved in putting on 
the championship,” said Murray Costello, IIHF vice president 
and the tournament chairman. “It was a spectacular event 
and one everyone involved will remember for a long time 
to come.”

The eight-day tournament, which included Canada, 
Germany, Finland, Russia, Slovakia, Sweden, Switzerland, 
and the United States, featured capacity crowds at both 
Gutterson Fieldhouse in Burlington and Cairns Arena in 
South Burlington.

The event attracted television coverage from across the 
world, including broadcasts on Universal Sports in the 
United States.

“We couldn’t have been more pleased,” said Dave Ogrean, 
executive director of USA Hockey. “The fans came out in full 
force, the media coverage was terrific and the experience for 
the athletes was first rate.”
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a Message FroM our leadership

USA Hockey celebrated its 75th anniversary season in 2011-12. Our organization was literally 
started out of a shoebox in Tom Lockhart’s New York City apartment in 1937 and has evolved 
today into one of the most successful amateur sports organizations in the world thanks largely 
in part to the continued efforts of the thousands of volunteers in cities and towns across our 
great country.

Our efforts to improve programs for players of all ages and ability levels to positively affect 
retention continued in earnest in 2011-12.

At the forefront is the on-going national implementation of the American Development Model. 
While the ADM is still in its infancy, the positive impact of the program in youth hockey is 
readily evident.

In terms of adult players, we continue to offer expanded programming, not only from an event 
standpoint, but also through skills clinics for those just getting started in the sport.

Our focus on attracting new players to the game between the ages of four and eight paid 
dividends in 2011-12 as we experienced growth for the fourth consecutive year despite a 
challenged economy.

And our coaching education program remains a national leader. In 2011-12, we finished fully 
repurposing our coaching education materials to be in concert with the ADM and also became 
the first amateur sports organization in America to implement age-specific, online coaching 
education modules.

USA Hockey excels because of its dedicated volunteers and also through the continued 
partnership of so many organizations, including the National Hockey League, United States 
Olympic Committee and International Ice Hockey Federation to name a few.

We invite you in the pages ahead to reflect on the momentum that was enjoyed in 2011-12. More 
than ever before, there’s a lot to like about USA Hockey.

Ron DeGregorio 
President

Dave Ogrean 
Executive Director
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USA Hockey 
provides the foundation 

for the sport of ice hockey 

in America; helps young 

people become leaders, 

even Olympic heroes; and 

connects the game at 

every level while promoting a 

lifelong love of the sport. 
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“Let’s set the record straight. USA Hockey’s ADM is nothing more than age-

appropriate development recommendations. That’s it. It’s a very simple, yet 

INCREDIBLY powerful idea, and they’ve done a brilliant job in putting their 

guidelines together. And to be clear, I don’t work for USA Hockey’s ADM and 

I have no financial incentive to support them.”
— Kevin Neeld

Director of Athletic Development, Endeavor Sports Performance
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aMeriCan developMent Model

After thousands of hours of research, USA Hockey launched the American Development 
Model in January of 2009 to put forward a blueprint for all associations nationwide to utilize for 
optimal athlete development. The ADM is based on long-term athlete development principles 
and focused on age-appropriate training. 

In its third full season, the American Development Model 
continued its focus on assisting local associations in 
implementing the ADM at the 8 & Under age group.

“It’s amazing to see the improvement that kids make and the fun they have playing cross-
ice hockey at the younger age levels,” says Bob Mancini, ADM regional manager. “I’ve been 
fortunate be involved with every level of hockey in our country and helping implement the 
ADM is among the most satisfying experiences I’ve ever had.”

USA Hockey continued staging ADM symposiums as a means to help spread the message and 
empower leaders at local levels with the knowledge needed to implement the ADM in their local 
associations. For the first time, a female specific ADM symposium was staged in addition to the 
annual national ADM symposium, which was hosted by the Pittsburgh Penguins.

“The ADM is a huge step forward in giving kids the best possible environment to excel and have 
fun,” said Ray Shero, general manager of the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

“There have been 
many defining 
moments in American 
hockey history … 
the 1980 Olympics 
among them. My view 
is that the American 
Development Model is 
one of those defining 
moments. It will 
no doubt positively 
affect the continued 
advancement and 
evolution of the game 
in the United States.”

— George Gwozdecky
Head Coach, 

University of Denver 
men’s ice hockey team

Past President, 
American Hockey 

Coaches Association

 For more inFormATion visiT Us AT AmericAndeveLoPmenTmodeL.com

WhAT To exPecTAT              sqUirT10U And              PeeWee12U

WhAT To exPecTAT              BAnTAm14U And              midgeT16U

1) A better practice-to-game ratio 

2) Prime window for skill development 

3) Athletes first, then hockey players 

4) Increased emphasis on decision-making skills

1) Increased hockey training schedule 

2) Player takes more responsibility for 

 off-ice training 
3) Managing recovery becomes important 

4) Make sure the competition is meaningful

1) More puck touches 

2) Maximum ice utilization

3) Increased competition for all players

4) Fun for all participants

WhAT To exPecTAT           miTe8U
the onLy stat worth keeping is 

how much fun they’re having.
There’s a direct relationship between 

the amount of time a player spends 

with the puck and their passion for the 

game. In the cross-ice environment, 

both experienced and inexperienced 

players will remain active over the 

course of an entire practice or game.

The more active we can keep them,  

the more enjoyable their experience  

will be. And the more fun they have,  

the more they’ll learn. Because, at  

the end of the day, what allows them  

to excel is how much they love the 

game. Red, White and Blue Hockey 

makes it fun and engaging for every 

player on the ice — and every parent  

in the stands.

4. FUn For ALL

For young kids, splitting up the ice does 

a lot more than make the rink smaller. 

It promotes creativity, increases player 

participation, encourages self-learning, 

speeds up the learning process, and 

improves decision-making skills. Best of 

all, Red, White and Blue Hockey creates 

a positive environment and a passion for 

the game. 

Through this style of practice and 
gameplay, the better players get better 

because they’re working in tighter spaces 

and are forced to make quicker decisions. 

Instead of capitalizing on a breakaway, 

they’re practicing their stickhandling  

and decision-making.

3.

every pLayer gets better when
every pLayer pLays.

increAsed
Competition

For every PLAyer

And the players who need a little more 

help get better because they’re touching 

the puck more. They get to see the better 

players up close and learn from them and, 

not only that, they get more individualized 

instruction from coaches. Since the ice 

is smaller, coaches have more time and 

ability to work with players who need their 

help the most.
We need to focus our resources on using 

our ice time efficiently, and Red, White 

and Blue Hockey does that. It helps every 

player get better by providing them with 

increased competition — not just with 

other players, but with themselves.

ZONE 3
ZONE 2

ZONE 1

STATION 3
STATION 2

STATION 5

STATION 1

STATION 4

STATION 6

By utilizing every inch of the ice through the cross-ice principles of our Red, White and Blue Hockey program, each player can spend more time developing skills for future success. For the best players, instead of relying on the comfort of open  ice, they’re forced to make quicker 

2. mAximUm
ICE UTILIZATION

gameday

Start by splitting the ice up into 3 zones, with 2 games from blue line to boards and a skill area in the middle. Rotate teams every 12–15 minutes.

practice

Split the ice into 6 zones, with a different drill happening at each one. After 7–8 minutes, players switch zones until they have played in all 6.

every inch of ice has  its own story to teLL.

decisions because the ice area is smaller — which makes them better. 

The players that are less experienced get better because they spend more time with the puck. For all players, more ice time and more repetitions mean more development.

Players Goals Bumpers

Coach

Cone

Goalies

the fun part of practice shouLd

aLways Last a fuLL 60 minutes.

In hockey, we have 6- to 8-year-old kids skating the full rink surface, hardly touching the 

puck. How can we expect our kids to develop their skills — or a passion for the game —  

if they aren’t really participating?

There’s a direct correlation between the amount of time a player spends with the puck and 

their passion for the game. A study of hockey games played on the full-ice surface was 

originally done by George Kingston in 1976 and has since been replicated in USA Hockey‘s 

2002 Olympic study.

the originaL resuLts found the foLLowing:

• In a 60-minute hockey game between 

 6- to 8-year-old children, the average  

 player had possession of the puck for  

 20.7 seconds.

• Top NHL and international players  

 were also timed, and no player exceeded  

 85 seconds of puck possession time.

• Youth players took an average of less  

 than 0.5 shots per game, and junior  

 and professional players only 1.5 shots  

 per game.

the study concLuded that:

• For young players in the “full-ice game  

 model” of development, the youngest  

 players would require 180 games and  

 the older youth players would require  

 80 games to enjoy 60 minutes of actual  

 puck possession time to execute their  

 stickhandling, passing, pass-receiving  

 and shooting skills.

• Professional and international players  

 would require 60 games to ensure 60  

 minutes of puck-control skill development.

• Many players never touched the puck  

 in the game, especially in youth hockey.  

 With all the increased touches and  

 playing time they’ll get with Red, White  

 and Blue Hockey, kids will remain active  

 over the course of an entire game. And  

 the more active we can keep them, the  

 more enjoyable their experience will be.  

 Because at the end of the day, all that  

 matters is how much they love the game.

1.more PUck

ToUches

puck touches in a 

cross-ice practice

puck touches in a 

traditionaL practice

It has been proven that children who 

begin their hockey training in an age-

appropriate way have an outstanding 

hockey experience and develop a  

better base of skills as they progress. 

Red, White and Blue Hockey puts 

kids in an environment where they 

will play, love and excel at hockey.

for the future
A PLAn 

Playing Red, White and Blue Hockey works for hockey players of all ages. From Mites to 

Olympians, players split up the ice surface to better hone their skills. Not only that, but it’s 

fun for everyone because everyone is involved. And with kids, the more they’re engaged, 

the more likely they’ll develop a passion for the game.

WhAT To exPecT

AT       
    m

iTe

8U

1) More puck touches 

2) Maximum ice utilization

3) Increased competition for all players

4) Fun for all participants

Long-term athLete deveLopment stages

to Love hockey, kids first need 

to strap on the skates and play it. Simple 

enough concept. But it’s more than just 

playing. Because the more they play and 

participate, the more likely they are to  

develop a passion for the game. And it’s 

this passion for hockey that fuels their  

desire to excel. Too often we have our kids 

skip the passion part and push them to  

go from playing to excelling. It can’t work 

that way. We can change this by shrinking 

the ice surface down to their size. We call  

it Red, White and Blue Hockey. It’s our  

version of cross-ice games and station-

based practices and is designed to get  

the best out of each and every player.

In this cross-ice environment, a player’s 

activity level skyrockets because their 

engagement level increases, leading to  

an increased skill set and love of the game. 

Drills are designed to focus on multiple 

skills and situations, increasing time  

with the puck and situational repetition. 

The goalies are also more involved in the 

drills because they get more shots to stop. 

It’s nonstop action for everyone involved.

And when we combine Red, White, and 

Blue Hockey with the long-term athlete 

development principles of the ADM, we can 

help every player reach their full potential 

through age-specific drills. At 8U these 

drills are designed to increase short burst 

multi-directional speed skills, as well as 

agility, endurance and general hockey attributes.

Play. Love. ExcEl.

19+ Junior (NCAA, NHL)

7. Training To Win

Hockey for Life

8.

Junior, NCAATraining To compeTe

6.
Learning To compeTe

18-and-under (Midgets)

5.
16-and-under (Midgets), 14-and-under (Bantams)

Training To Train

4.
Learning To Train

12-and-under (Peewees), 10-and-under (Squirts)

3.
fUndamenTaLs

8-and-under (Mites), 6-and-under (Mites)

2.
acTive sTarT

6-and-under

1.

at  
     

     
     

Hockey

Development m
oDel

8U
The AmericAn
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players

Youth
At the core of USA Hockey is its vibrant and expanding youth hockey program. 
With a significant effort to both grow the number of youth participants 
through its membership development efforts and then retain those players in 
a rewarding and fun environment put forth by the American Development, 
youth hockey in the United States has arguably never been in a better position.

With the 2011-12 season brought continued growth in the number of players 
in youth hockey despite a challenging economy. All total, the season finished 
with 355,422 boys and girls as part of USA Hockey, more than 4,500 additional 
players compared to the previous season.

In the 8-and-under age category, USA Hockey once again enjoyed a record-
breaking year as player totals surpassed 107,000. In no other year has USA 
Hockey had more participants in this age group. 

Retention efforts also continue to take hold as for the second straight year, 
the number of eight-year-olds “graduating” to participate as nine-year-olds 
increased by nearly five percent.

A significant change in the landscape of youth hockey took hold in 2011-12 
with the age of allowing body checking in games going from the Peewee level 
(11 & 12) to the Bantam age group (13 & 14).

“The change was well received across the country,” said Kevin McLaughlin, 
senior director of hockey development for USA Hockey. “It has positively 
affected both player development and safety.”

2011-12 Membership Statistics
Youth Players .....................355,422
Adult Players......................155,756
Coaches ................................58,825
Officials ................................24,956

AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT MODEL

Active Start

FUNdamentals

Learn To Train

Train To Train

Learn To Compete

Train To Compete

Train To Win

Hockey For Life
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players

Adult
Expanding playing and development opportunities for adults continues to be a focus of USA 
Hockey.

In 2011-12, the signature Adult Classic tournament series featured record participation at 16 
destination cities across the country, including locations like Lake Placid, N.Y., Anchorage, 
Alaska, Indianapolis, Dallas, Texas, and Columbus, Ohio. New to the mix this year was the 
Women’s Classic event in Denver, Colo.

The USA Hockey/NHL Pro Series featured adult tournaments hosted by the New York Rangers 
and Anaheim Ducks with winners of each event getting the opportunity to faceoff against the 
alumni of the hosting NHL club.

The 7th annual Labatt Blue/USA Hockey Pond Hockey National Championships continued to 
break attendance records and included a record 281 teams from 25 different states, playing 511 
games on 24 rinks and using 4,000 pucks. 

The popular adult national championships, staged in Tampa, Fla., had 15 total divisions, with 
five exclusively for women. 

USA Hockey also staged an adult skills clinic in Ann Arbor, Mich., to assist those new to the 
sport in learning the game’s basic skills.

With the continued rise of hockey in the United States and outstanding programs offered for 
adult players, the number of players part of USA Hockey’s adult program rose for the eighth 
straight year to a record 155,756 participants.

Disabled
USA Hockey’s disabled program, where hockey is for everybody, is divided into four disciplines: 
standing/amputee, deaf/hard of hearing, sled and special hockey. Programs are conducted in 
each of these disciplines throughout the country. 

The 8th annual National Disabled Festival, which took place in the Dallas suburbs of Farmers 
Branch and Euless, Texas, highlighted activities during the season. A total of 32 teams in 11 
divisions participated, making the event the largest gathering of disabled hockey athletes 
anywhere in the world. The Festival, for the second year, included the USA Hockey Adult Sled 
Hockey National Championships, where two four-team divisions earned the right to compete.

The second annual USA Hockey Sled Classic, sponsored by the National Hockey League, was 
held in Voorhees, New Jersey. Each of the eight participating teams was sponsored by an NHL 
team and wore the crest of their NHL club during the event. 

USA Hockey also conducted a sled/special hockey workshop in Las Vegas in October focused on 
how to start and structure a new sled or special hockey program. More than 20 entities attended.
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Junior
USA Hockey’s junior program serves a prominent role on the American 
Development Model player development ladder and the continued evolution 
of junior hockey in the United States has had a significant impact on players 
advancing to the next level of hockey.

As a matter of fact, junior leagues had a hand in helping 340 new players 
into NCAA Division I hockey and nearly 400 players onto NCAA Division 
III rosters for the 2011-12 season. And, at the 2012 National Hockey League 
Entry Draft, 28 players who played in the USHL in 2011-12 were chosen, 
including a record six picked in the first round. In addition, two players with 
NAHL backgrounds and one player from the EJHL were selected.

Player safety continues to be an important topic throughout hockey, and in 
particular at the junior level. A player safety summit was held in March with 
areas of concern including fighting, head contact, hitting from behind and 
other dangerous actions. The meeting resulted in a desire to develop a pilot 
program addressing supplementary discipline for on-ice conduct that affects 
player safety.

In terms of competition, the culmination of the season included crowning of 
champions at the Tier I, II and III levels last season. The Green Bay Gamblers 
captured the Clark Cup as the playoff champion of the United States Hockey 
League, the only Tier I league in the United States. The Texas Tornado earned 
the Tier II championship by claiming the North American Hockey League’s 
Robertson Cup. The Tier III American division national championship was 
won by the New Hampshire Jr. Monarchs while the Atlanta Knights captured 
the national championship for the Tier III National division.

JuNior HoCKEy LEaGuEs 
iN tHE uNitEd statEs

tiEr i 
United States Hockey League

tiEr ii 
North American Hockey League

tiEr iii 
American West Hockey League
Atlantic Junior Hockey League
Eastern Junior Hockey League
Eastern States Hockey League

EJ South
Empire Junior Hockey League

Great Lakes Junior Hockey League
Metropolitan Junior Hockey League
Minnesota Junior Hockey League
North American 3 Hockey League

Northern Pacific Junior Hockey League
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Player DeveloPment

Always a strength, USA Hockey’s innovative and often emulated programs in player 
development have been a big reason why USA Hockey has evolved into one of the world’s 
most successful hockey nations. 

National Team Development Program
USA Hockey’s National Team Development Program, recognized across the world as a 
catalyst in the success the United States has achieved in international competition over the 
course of the past decade, celebrated its 16th season of existence and 15th year on the ice in 
2011-12.

Located in Ann Arbor, Mich., the NTDP annually provides a concentrated on- and off-ice 
training environment for approximately 46 of America’s premier ice hockey players under 
the age of 18. With an emphasis on athletic, academic and social development, the residency 
program prepares America’s world-class ice hockey players for success at the highest levels 
of competition, from college hockey and International Ice Hockey Federation World 
Championships, to ultimately the National Hockey League.

Unlike many competitive athletic teams, the success of the NTDP is not gauged on wins and 
losses. Instead, the focus is on the development of skills and acquiring experience against 
older competitors.

The NTDP’s player development efforts, which include use of the revolutionary training 
software The Hockey IntelliGym, are highly regarded by collegiate and professional programs 
alike. During the 2011-12 season, 13 players with ties to the NTDP were selected in the NHL 
Entry Draft, including six in the first two rounds. 

In the short history of the program, 216 alumni have been selected in the NHL Entry Draft. 
Meanwhile, more than 300 NTDP alumni have skated for NCAA Division I hockey teams 
since the program’s inception.



The U.S. Men’s National Under-18 Team, comprised 
entirely of members of the National Team Development 
Program, captured its unprecedented fourth straight 
gold medal and record seventh gold medal overall 
at the 2012 International Ice Hockey Federation U18 
Men’s World Championship in Brno, Znojmo and 
Breclav, Czech Republic.

The Warren Strelow National Goaltending Mentor Program
The Warren Strelow National Goaltending Mentor Program finished its fourth 
full season in 2011-12 and was founded to institute a consistent nationwide 
goaltending program to recruit, develop and produce elite goaltenders. 

The desired end result is to produce goaltenders that consistently rank among 
the best in the world and to increase the depth of elite goaltenders in the 
United States to the point where it becomes difficult to select goaltenders for 
national teams. 

Part of the program is the Warren Strelow National Goaltending Camp, which 
began in the summer of 2008. In 2012, a total of 36 goaltenders were invited 
to participate, including 24 boys, ranging in age from 14 to 17, and 12 girls of 
all ages.

As part of the ongoing education process, the Strelow staff continues to produce 
online content specific to goaltenders at USAHockey.com, including the basics 
of the position, various on- and off-ice drills, helpful articles featuring tips 
from other goaltenders and an “Ask the Mechanic” section, where goaltenders 
can submit their questions and have them answered.

To date, a total of 13 Strelow graduates have been selected in the NHL Entry 
Draft. 

Player Development Camps
USA Hockey provided opportunities for more than 1,000 players and 300 
staff to be part of its player development camps in the summer of 2012. The 
weeklong sessions annually provide many of the United States’ finest young 
hockey players with concentrated on- and off-ice training and instruction, as 
well as the chance to compete against other top players from their age group.

In 2011-12, USA Hockey eliminated the national select camp for boys aged 14 
and instead supported regional camps for those players to give more athletes 
the opportunity to participate.

The national select camps for 
boys ages 15 through 17, girls 
ages 14 through 17 and sled 
hockey took place at The Sports 
Centre at MCC in Rochester, 
N.Y., and the National Hockey 
Center in St. Cloud, Minn.
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Thirteen players with ties to the NTDP were selected in 
the 2012 National Hockey League Entry Draft, including 
six in the first two rounds. The United States Hockey 
League, the top junior league in the U.S., had a record 
six players chosen in the first round and 28 players 
overall.

A total of 13 graduates of the Warren Strelow National 
Goaltending Mentor Program have been selected in the 
NHL Entry Draft.
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CoaChes

Coaching Education Program
USA Hockey is a recognized leader in coaching education and in 2011-12 
became the first amateur sports organization in the United States to offer 
online, age-specific education modules.

The module fully integrates the concepts of the American Development 
Model and all youth coaches are required to take the module(s) specific 
to the age group they coach to help ensure they’re equipped with the best 
possible training available.

2011-12 Module completion
8 and Under .........................14,254
10 and Under .......................13,175
12 and Under .......................12,246
14 and Under .........................9,516
16/18 and Under ...................8,462

“It is a significant step forward,” said Mike MacMillan, USA Hockey’s national 
coach-in-chief of the launch of the modules. “Coaches are the lifeblood of 
our sport and it’s important we use technology to the best of our ability to 
arm coaches with the appropriate knowledge to best help the kids they’re 
coaching.”

In addition to the modules, more than 22,000 
coaches attended one of the 630 Level 1, 2 or 
3 clinics offered around the country. Further, 
nearly 2,600 coaches attended one of the 25 Level 
4 clinics that were offered and some 500 coaches 
ventured to Washington D.C., for the National 
Hockey Coaches Symposium.

Finally, the coaching education program also established five committees – 
online modules, curriculum, materials and resources, CEP requirements and 
IT/Apps – to focus on the most pertinent areas of opportunity.



Officiating Education Program
As the ability level of players continues to grow on the ice throughout the 
United States, so too does the quality of officials. USA Hockey is a leader in the 
on-going development of officiating in the U.S. through its many educational 
programs.

In 2011-12, USA Hockey’s district referees-in-chief and hundreds of trained 
instructors conducted more than 500 officiating seminars across the country 
that provided consistent education for referees and linesmen. 

USA Hockey’s Officials Development Program, which is focused on 
identification, recruitment, training, education, assignment, supervision 
and promotion of the top young officials in the United States, continues to 
positively affect the quality of officiating at the junior level. Its impact is most 
evident through the rising number of officials in the program advancing to 
work in the college and professional ranks.

In 2011-12, USA Hockey launched a new online evaluation system that allows 
supervisors to enter data and officials to access that feedback via a web portal. 
This system, which will continue to be enhanced, will also allow USA Hockey 
to identify trends and cater its education programs to specific needs.

USA Hockey also continues to build on its strong relationship with the National 
Hockey League in broadening lines of communication regarding officiating to 
effectively share information that positively benefits the officiating community 
as a whole.

11

Dennis LaRue surpassed Paul Stewart for most NHL 
games worked by an American referee and Chris 
Rooney became just the second American referee to 
work in the Stanley Cup Finals.

Bruce “Buzz” Olson of Thief River Falls, Minn., received 
the Chet Stewart Award.

A total of 23 American officials were assigned to 
work International Ice Hockey Federation World 
Championships.

Some 30 aspiring young officials had an opportunity 
to visit with NHL officials prior to NHL games during 
Hockey Weekend Across America and subsequently 
watch those officials work the game.

oFFiCials
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saFety

Always a leader in safety, USA Hockey’s Board of Directors enhanced the organization’s efforts 
in 2012 through the passage of the USA Hockey SafeSport program.

“We’ve long been a leader in providing a safe environment for all involved in the game,” said 
Ron DeGregorio, president of USA Hockey. “The USA Hockey SafeSport program packages our 
long-standing policies with some updates and additions and also includes the excellent video 
training our partners at the USOC produced.”

The comprehensive program is focused on creating an environment that will deter abusers and 
assist those in the hockey community in recognizing, reducing and responding to allegations or 
suspected abuse.

The USA Hockey SafeSport program includes more defined standards for the required 
background screening of coaches and other volunteers having access to youth participants and 
guidelines for USA Hockey programs in reporting and responding to abuse and/or suspected 
abuse.

Responding
to Reports
of Abuse

Reporting
of Concerns

of Abuse

Policies
Prohibiting Abuse

& Managing Hockey
Environments

Education
and Awareness

Training

Screening
of Staff and
Volunteers

Monitoring
and Supervision

of SafeSport
Program

SafeSport
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It’s no secret that the hundreds of thousands of volunteers across the country are at the core of 
making USA Hockey one of the most prominent amateur sports organizations in the United 
States today.

Whether as a member of a national or local board of directors; as a coach or manager; or 
perhaps a timekeeper, registrar, fundraiser or concession stand worker, those who volunteer 
to help keep our sport strong are indeed the unsung heroes.

Each year, USA Hockey recognizes one person with its most prestigious honor – the Wm 
Thayer Tutt Award. The distinction is bestowed upon a volunteer who, during many years of 
service, has displayed a selfless dedication to the enhancement of ice hockey at the grassroots 
level in America. The 2012 recipient was Paul Moore.

Paul Moore
Paul Moore, who left his home of Falmouth, Mass., in the 
mid-1980s to pursue his dream of playing professional 
hockey, is now back in the Bay State helping other kids 
realize their dreams. Over the years, Moore has given 
countless hours of his time to help grow the game by 
making hockey available for kids of all ages and skill 
levels. Moore began his volunteering career by working 
with a Learn to Skate program in Falmouth. Since then, 
he has become the president of the Falmouth Youth 
Hockey League. Moore has worn many hats over the 
years, including that of volunteer, coach, coaching 
director, ACE program director, development director 
and as a member of the board of directors and board of 

governors. Perhaps Moore’s biggest accomplishment came in June 2012 with the opening of 
a new $5.5 million eco-friendly ice arena in Falmouth, a project in which he spearheaded the 
fundraising efforts for. In addition, Moore is committed to maintaining financial resources 
to offer Try Hockey for Free programs to encourage new participation in the sport. He also 
designed a program for four elementary school offering after-school skating and Learn to Play 
programs. His work as president and his commitment to youth hockey has resulted in four 
Massachusetts State Championships. In addition, Falmouth started an all-girls 10 & Under 
house program for young girls to try hockey and play at a low cost.

volunteers
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national teaMs

The 2011-12 season validated that the United States remains one of the top ice hockey programs 
in the world. The U.S. Men’s National Under-18 Team captured its fourth straight gold medal 
at the 2012 IIHF U18 Men’s World Championship. The U.S. National Under-17 Team shined 
throughout the year, winning three of its four international tournaments and finishing second 
in the other. On the women’s side, both the U.S. Women’s National Team and U.S. Women’s 
National Under-18 Team captured a silver medal at their respective world championships. 
Overall, the U.S participated in 18 international tournaments, finishing first in seven and in the 
top-three in six others.

Senior Teams
Burlington and South Burlington, Vermont, served as the host for the 2012 IIHF Women’s World 
Championship where the U.S. Women’s National Team rolled through the preliminary round 
and semifinals, before a tough overtime loss to Canada in the gold medal game. Fans at the 
most attended Women’s World Championship in U.S. history witnessed a 9-2 Team USA victory 
over Canada in the preliminary round of the event. In the 2011 Four Nations Cup in Nykoping, 
Sweden, Team USA captured its fourth title with a victory over Canada in the championship 
game.

The U.S. Men’s National Team won six of its eight games at the 2012 IIHF Men’s World 
Championship in Helsinki, Finland, marking the most victories for Team USA in the event 
since 1990 and its best winning percentage (.750) since 1949. In the final standings, the U.S. 
placed seventh.

Junior Team
The. U.S. National Junior Team finished seventh at the IIHF World Junior Championship in 
Calgary and Edmonton, Alberta. Team USA won its last three games of the competition over 
Denmark, Latvia, and Switzerland by a combined score of 25-6.

Under-18 Teams
The U.S. Men’s National Under-18 Team allowed just four goals in six contests and defeated 
Sweden, 7-0, in the gold-medal game of the 2012 IIHF Under-18 World Championship in Brno 
and Znojmo, Czech Republic, to capture its fourth consecutive and seventh overall gold medal 
at the event.

The U.S. Women’s National Under-18 Team took silver at the 2012 IIHF Under-18 Women’s 
World Championship in Zlin and Prerov, Czech Republic, after reaching the final for the fifth 
consecutive time. 



Kelli Stack was named the top forward by the 
directorate at the 2012 IIHF Women’s World 
Championship in Burlington, Vt.

Sled Team
The U.S. National Sled Hockey Team defended its world title at the 2012 
International Paralympic Committee Sledge Hockey World Championship 
held in Hamar, Norway, with a 5-1 victory over Korea in the gold-medal game. 
In addition, Team USA finished second at the 2011 World Sledge Hockey 
Challenge in Calgary, Alberta.

NTDP Teams
Teams from USA Hockey’s National Team Development Program participated 
in four international tournaments, with the U.S. National Under-17 team 
capturing first-place finishes at the 2011 Under-17 Four Nations Cup in 
Balishikha, Russia, and the 2011 Vlad Dzurilla Under-18 Tournament in 
Piestany, Slovakia, and second place at the 2012 World Under-17 Hockey 
Challenge in Windsor, Ontario. The U.S. National Under-18 Team won the 
2011 Under-18 Four Nations Cup in Monthey, Switzerland. 

Select Teams
The U.S. Under-17 Select Team went undefeated in four games to win the 
2011 Under-17 Five Nations Tournament in Ann Arbor, Mich., while the U.S. 
Under-18 Select Team won three of its four games and finished fifth at the 2011 
Ivan Hlinka Memorial Tournament in Breclav, Czech Republic, and Piestany, 
Slovakia. The U.S. Junior Select Team finished third at the 2011 World Junior 
A Challenge in Langley, British Columbia, after posting a 3-0-0-2 record, 
while the U.S. Men’s Select Team took fourth at the 2011 Deutschland Cup in 
Munich, Germany.

Inline Team
The U.S. National Inline Team finished fifth after reaching the quarterfinal 
round of the 2012 IIHF Inline Hockey World Championship in Ingolstadt, 
Germany.
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Jack Campbell became the winningest U.S. goaltender 
in the history of the IIHF World Junior Championship 
with 10 victories.

Colin Olson was named the best goaltender by the 
directorate at the 2012 IIHF Under-18 Men’s World 
Championship in Brno and Znojmo, Czech Republic.

Alex Carpenter was named the top forward by the 
directorate at the 2012 IIHF Under-18 Women’s World 
Championship in Zlin and Prerov, Czech Republic.
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signature events

USA Hockey annually conducts significant events across the country to provide high-level 
competition and also celebrate the game. 

U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame
The U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame Class of 2011, which included Chris Chelios, Mike “Doc” Emrick, 
Ed Snider, Gary Suter and Keith Tkachuk, was formally inducted in Chicago. 

A sold-out audience at the Renaissance Hotel in downtown 
Chicago witnessed the 39th Class to be enshrined.

Steve Levy from ESPN served as the master of ceremonies for the 
second straight year and the night included remarks from Dave 
Ogrean, executive director of USA Hockey and Gary Bettman, 
commissioner of the National Hockey League, among others.

The Class of 2011 is permanently honored through the Great Wall 
of Fame at the U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame Museum in Eveleth, 
Minnesota.

Patty Kazmaier Memorial Award
The 15th annual Patty Kazmaier Memorial Award, given annually to the top player in NCAA 
Division I women’s ice hockey, was presented to Brianna Decker from the University of 
Wisconsin on March 21 before a capacity crowd at the Greysolon Ballroom in Duluth, Minn. 
The “Patty” is presented as part of the festivities surrounding the NCAA Women’s Frozen Four. 
For the seventh consecutive year, USA Hockey, in conjunction with the NCAA, staged a free, 
youth skills clinic and also conducted a Try Hockey for Free event as part of the Women’s Frozen 
Four celebration.



Hockey Weekend Across America
USA Hockey led the nation in the fifth annual Hockey Weekend Across 
America, present by Reebok. The nationwide event, which took place Feb. 
17-19, was a three-day celebration of the sport that included hundreds of 
thousands of fans wearing their favorite hockey jersey, some 6,000 young kids 
across the nation trying hockey for the very first time, millions of viewers 
watching NBC’s Hockey Day in America coverage, and associations across the 
country celebrating their local hockey heroes.

Facebook was a popular place for fans to 
share photos of happenings in their area 
during Hockey Weekend Across America, 
many including friends and colleagues 
donning their favorite team’s jersey at work 
or school during Friday’s Wear Your Favorite 
Jersey Day.

On Saturday, Try Hockey Day included some 6,000 kids from across the nation 
that tried hockey for the very first time. Joe Louis Arena, home of the NHL’s 
Detroit Red Wings, hosted “24 Hours of Hockey,” which started at one minute 
past midnight on Friday night/Saturday morning. The event featured a USA 
Hockey American Development Model clinic and two, one-hour Try Hockey 
for Free clinics on Saturday morning, in addition to games throughout the day 
showcasing all age levels.

In honor of Celebrate Local Hockey Heroes Day on Sunday, local teams and 
associations honored their heroes in many special ways, including on-ice 
tributes. 

Also on Sunday, NBC presented its “Hockey Day in America” coverage from 
12 - 9 p.m. EST, including an NHL doubleheader on NBC Sports and content 
throughout the broadcast that highlighted all levels of hockey in the United 
States to millions of viewers. Sunday evening, NBC Sports Network continued 
the coverage with a third NHL broadcast.

A new component to Hockey Weekend Across America gave aspiring young 
officials a chance to meet with their NHL counterparts. At each home NHL 
game in an American city during Hockey Weekend Across America, two 
young officials met the NHL officials working the particular contest prior to 
the game and stayed to watch those NHL officials in action.
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Friday 
Wear Your Favorite Hockey Jersey 

sponsored by ShopUSAHockey.com

saturday 
Try Hockey Day, 

sponsored by the NHL

suNday 
Celebrate Local Hockey Heroes, 

sponsored by Liberty Mutual Responsible Sports

HWaa daiLy tHEMEs
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signature events

National Championships
USA Hockey and its members conduct national championships at levels from youth through 
adult as the culmination to the hockey season each year. 

Below are the national champions at the multiple levels that were crowned in 2011-12.

youth Tier I 
12 & Under – Chicago Mission
14 & Under – Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Jr. Knights
16 & Under – Long Island Royals
18 & Under – Shattuck-St. Mary’s

youth Tier II
12 & Under (1A) – Nashville Jr. Predators
12 & Under (2A) – Alaska Blue Devils
12 & Under (3A) – DU Jr. Pioneers
14 & Under (1A) – Jr. Steelheads
14 & Under (2A) – Afton Americans
14 & Under (3A) – Dallas Ice Jets 97 Academy
16 & Under (1A) – Team South Dakota
16 & Under (2A) – Chesterfield Falcons
16 & Under (3A) – Hatfield Ice Dogs
18 & Under (1A) – Oklahoma City Oil Kings 
18 & Under (2A) – Chesterfield Falcons
18 & Under (3A) – Dallas Oilers

Girls’ Tier I 
12 & Under – Assabet Valley
14 & Under – Assabet Valley
16 & Under – Assabet Valley
18 & Under – Assabet Valley

Girls’ Tier II
12 & Under – Glenview Stars
14 & Under – Alaska Icebreakers
16 & Under – Connecticut Polar Bears
18 & Under – Alliance Bulldogs

High School
Varsity – Regis Jesuit

Adult – Men
30 & Over Tier I – Tuscola Energy
30 & Over Tier II – Tampa Bay Lightning
40 & Overal Tier I – Famous Joe’s Pizza
40 & Over Tier II – Cyclones
50 & Over Tier I – IMS
50 & Over Tier II – Michigan Sting
50 & Over Tier III – Pembroke Pines
60 & Over Tier I – Byfuglien Trucking
60 & Over Tier II – Iron Workers
65 & Over Tier I – Minnesota Old Timers

Adult – Women
30 & Over Rec – T-Strong
40 & Over Rec Tier I – Cape Cod Black Dogs
40 & Over Rec Tier II – Quarry Cats
50 & Over Rec Tier I – IMS
50 & Over Rec Tier II – Vintage Vermont

Sled
Tier I – Buffalo Sabres
Tier II – St. Louis Blues

Junior
Tier I – Green Bay Gamblers
Tier II – Texas Tornado
Tier III American – N.H. Junior Monarchs
Tier III National – Atlanta Knights

American collegiate Hockey Association
Men’s Division I – Delaware
Men’s Division II – Florida Gulf Coast Eagles
Men’s Division III – Adrian College Gold
Women’s Division I – Northeastern
Women’s Division II – Wisconsin-Stout



Try Hockey For Free
USA Hockey, in partnership with rinks and associations across the country, 
conducts Try Hockey for Free events throughout the year that give kids a 
chance to try the sport that have never played. These events are tailored for 
children aged four through nine.

Two national Try Hockey for Free events were staged in 2011-12, including 
one as part of Come Play Hockey Month on Nov. 5 where more than 11,000 
kids tried the sport for the very first time at some 430 rinks in 47 states. In 
addition, on Feb. 18, nearly 6,000 kids tried hockey for the first time at Try 
Hockey for Free events across the country as part of USA Hockey’s annual 
Hockey Weekend Across America celebration, presented by Reebok.

19



20

Corporate partners/retail/events

USA Hockey has continued to enjoy great success in generating critical revenue to help 
further the sport through marketing and event initiatives. All total, more than $4.5 million was 
generated in the 2011-12 season through sponsorship, retail and events, including $1.5 million 
that went directly to grassroots programs. The strength of USA Hockey’s brand continues to 
provide significant value to sponsors and strong servicing of agreements has contributed to 
long-term, mutually beneficial relationships.

Sponsorship
USA Hockey continued its record-setting performance in revenue generation by adding IOA 
as a new sponsor and reaching renewal agreements with Total Hockey, Reebok Hockey, Easton 
Sports and United Airlines.

Interaction between USA Hockey and its sponsors continues to be strong. The annual USA 
Hockey Sponsor Summit, held in conjunction with Annual Congress, included record 
attendance with discussions on a variety of topics, including ways sponsors can support 
grassroots programs. 

Retail
The ShopUSAHockey.com online store finished the year with an astounding 42% growth in 
revenue compared to the previous year, achieved through new advertising creative direction 
and the implementation of more advanced direct marketing techniques. The USA Hockey Store 
in Lake Placid, N.Y. also registered an outstanding year, exceeding its sales goal by 75%. A new 
merchandise selection and a focus on the “Miracle on Ice” have been important drivers of the 
performance.

Events
The highlight of the year was hosting the International Ice Hockey Federation Women’s World 
Championship in Burlington, Vermont. The event was the most successful Women’s World 
Championship ever hosted by USA Hockey and included record-setting crowds.
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FinanCial stateMent (as oF august 31, 2012)

assets
current Assets 2011  2012
 Cash and cash equivalents 5,210,799  5,645,214
 Accounts receivable1 897,013  757,716
 Grants receivable 2,094,659  3,904,598
 Prepaid expenses 845,973  1,862,401
 Total current Assets $9,048,444  $12,169,929

Property and equipment
 At cost 4,867,043  5,284,655
 Less accumulated depreciation (2,976,939 ) (3,251,169 )
 Total Property and equipment $1,890,104  $2,033,486

other Assets
 Investment in HARP 750,000  750,000
 Total other Assets $750,000  $750,000

Total Assets $11,688,548  $14,953,415

liabilities and net assets
current Liabilities 2011  2012
 Accounts Payable 1,852,446  2,522,825
 Accrued payroll and related benefits 451,264  585,489
 Deferred revenue 8,897,345  11,833,336
 Total current Liabilities $11,201,055  $14,941,650

Net Assets
 Unrestricted 448,832  (26,896 )
 Temporarily Restricted 38,661  38,661
 Total Net Assets $487,493  $11,765

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $11,688,548  $14,953,415

1  Includes accounts receivable 
from The USA Hockey Foundation 
and STAR.

* These statements represent 
USA Hockey, Inc. only and do 
not include The USA Hockey 
Foundation. The USA Hockey 
Foundation is a 501(c)(3) 
corporation. The majority of The 
USA Hockey Foundation Board 
of Directors are appointed by the 
USA Hockey Board of Directors.

Dues & Membership Registra�ons (55.91%)

Grants and Other Income (28.36%)

Corporate Sponsorship (7.20%)

Tournaments & Exhibi�ons (7.13%)

Adver�sing & Merchandise Sales (1.40%)

revenue breakdown
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unrestricted revenues, expenses & other 
Changes in unrestricted net assets
Revenue 2011  2012
 Membership registrations and dues 19,601,022  19,881,244

 Corporate sponsorship 2,333,379  2,561,943

 USOC grants 1,495,319  1,345,080

 Tournaments and exhibitions 2,598,531  2,534,649

 Interest and dividends 15,863  6,797

 Advertising and merchandise sales net of cost 392,048  499,504

 Other income 273,979  308,294

 Contributions 75  30

 USA Hockey Foundation grants 7,908,593  8,405,608

 Satisfied program restrictions 2,000  20,000

 Total Revenue $34,620,809  $35,563,149

expenses
 Membership services 8,945,564  8,965,231

 Inline hockey 403,422  —

 National team development 3,308,860  3,185,465

 International programs 5,349,396  6,199,077

 Internet program 586,426  669,328

 Player development 1,689,286  1,349,475

 Officials 1,628,628  1,878,466

 Coaching 1,591,284  2,164,608

 Junior program 390,581  418,235

 Adult program 1,610,313  1,406,244

 Annual Congress/Winter Meetings 791,301  971,033

 Youth program 517,604  582,977

 Membership development 1,212,949  879,914

 American Development Model 1,515,703  1,953,115

 Total expenses $29,541,317  $30,623,168

Supporting Services
 General and administrative 4,553,802  4,553,442

 Marketing and fundraising 892,245  862,267

 Total Supporting Services $5,446,047  $5,415,709

 change in Temporarily Restricted Assets $0  $0

change in Net Assets ($366,555 ) ($475,728 )
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“

”

I often say that there’s a lot  

to like about USA Hockey 

and that’s largely due  

to the thousands of

across this great country that 

help make our sport what 

it is today. We’re blessed to 

have so many passionate 

people that contribute their 

time to the well-being and 

advancement of hockey. 

Volunteers are truly the 

unsung heroes of our sport.

— Ron DeGregorio 
President, USA Hockey

Volunteers






