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LEI BELIE

A message to coaches

Detroit Red Wings coach Mike Babcock makes it clear that he appreciates all of
the hard work and dedication shown by youth coaches.

But heis also wants to make sure that youth coaches know that they have made
avery important commitment when they volunteer.

“Once you say you are the coach then you have a responsibility to those kids and
those parents to do one heck of a job,” Bahcock said. “You have to be there, you have
to be prepared, you have to be organized and you have to love the kids.”

Babcockremembersall of his youth coaches, and said the“when weare looking for
aplace for my son or daughter to play the number one thing we look at is the coach.”

Thereason Bahcockremembersthemallisbecause theyall had animpacton hislife.

“So who do you want to impact your kid's life?” he asked. “Good people who care
about them? | would assume that would be a priority. People say‘this guy has won
three state championships. They get good players, but to me that is not what it's
about. Do they care about them? Do they treat them with respect? Do they demand
awork ethicand attention to detail? That to me is what coaches do."

INCREASE THEIR PASSION

Babcock got into coaching because he“loves people”and to survive the pressure
at the NHL level he has to “get better every day.”

“Butyou're not coaching pro hockey though, you're coaching kids and they want
to feel good about themselves everyday,” said Babcock. “You have to help them get
better and increase their passion for the game.

“Your number one job, your number one priority as a youth coach is for your
players to love the game more when they leave then when they arrive.”

Babcock believes hockey is pretty simple and that we sometimes make it more
complicated than we have to.

“Playersneedtobeabletoskate —ifyou can't skate you won'tbeable to continueto

"

play. You have tobe able to pass and shoot, and you have tobeable tothink the game!

EVERYONE PLAYS

And it’s clear to Babcock that when kids have fun they get better and they love
the game more. And having fun means playing in every situation.

“If you play for the Red Wings, everybody plays. Some play a little bit more, but
everybody is important because everyone has a role," said Babcock.

Get Better
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Red Wings coach Mike Babcock’s message to youth coaches:
“your number one priority is for your players to love the game
more when they leave then when they arrive.”

And that philosophy is even more true in youth hockey.

“Everybody has got to play,”said Babcock. “Everyone on your team is important.
That little Johnny, who can't even skate, if he loves the game more than your star
player, in two years Johnny is going to be better.

“So if you get a penalty and you've got three guys on a line. Two of them go out
first and the third one goes out next with the guy on the next line. And you have to
actually teach everyone to penalty kill.

“Andthenthe powerplay comesandyou got to puteveryone outon the powerplay.
And you have to work on the powerplay and have a system so they believe they
will be successful.”

Babcock knows he got to where he’s at with the help of youth coaches that
cared about him.

“They really cared about kids,” he said. “And that’s what you want your players
to say about you one day. The way they are going to do that is if you cared about
them, if you're organized, if you know how to deal with the parents and if you have
a development plan and you play them all. Not just the best ones.”

By Philip Colvin
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Three Passes and a Shot DriIII

1. Players line up in two lines on the blueline at opposite
sides.

2. Each line has pucks.

3. On the whistle the first player from each line skates (R

down the blueline and receives a pass
from the opposite line.

4.The receiver controls the pass and sends a pass back to
the player who passed to him.
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5. After giving the return pass, the player continues around and presents himself as an option
in the receiving zone (green), where he receives a pass from the line he originally left from.

6. Receiver turns up ice to take a shot and then skates to back of the other line.

Finding the right insurance
program just got easier.

Ice Rinks

Ice Skating Rinks
Sports Complexes
Hockey
Figure Skating
Adult Leagues
Youth Leagues
Special Events
Civic Centers
Exhibitions

Directors & Officers Coverage
Designed for Hockey Associations/
Leagues, prep and other non-profits.

HARTLAND INSURANCE AGENCY, INC,
b ]
N\

THE MORE THAN CNE COMPANY ASENCT

866-223-2112

Y

Contact:

Jim Campbell
jimcampbell@hartlandinsurance.com
or
Doug Fairbanks
dougfairbanks@hartlandinsurance.com

MichiganHockeyOnline.com

MICHIGAN HOCKEY
OCTOBER 18, 2010

Michigan Hockey 11





