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1. Reclaim the 90%. We narrowly focus and 
fragment the 10% tithe of money; and ignore 
the 90% that makes up the rest of our lives. 
It’s time to focus not only what we give, but 
how we give. To what we give and how we 
lead affirming, integrated, whole lives. (See 
#2)

2. Redefine stewardship as “Having the 
Life God Wants Us to Have.” It’s bigger, 
bolder and speaks to the truth God places 
in our hearts. Stewardship is leading a life 
characterized by trust, generosity and joy, 
instead of an obsession with “stuff.”

3. Stop talking about money and start talking 
about joyful giving. We’ve yoked the term 
stewardship with fundraising, annual budgets 
and pledge campaigns, commonizing it into 
a code word for giving money. Liberate the 
term by celebrating a joy-filled, generous life, 
which is an ongoing outward sign of a rich 
inner relationship with Jesus.

4. Tell a bigger, better story. If we know money 
doesn’t make us happy, why are we obsessed 
with it? Why do we falter feebly in telling why 
we give? The world needs to hear a more 
powerful message. We need more, “The Lord 
is My Shepard I shall not want...” We need 
to hear how God is at work in our lives... We 
need to tell how we live generosity. (See #5)

5. Prescribe a Spiritual RX for Scarcity 
Mentality. Today’s economic downturn has 
generated a great deal of fiscal anxiety. But 
God’s Word counters with bold, comforting 
promises we need to proclaim. “For surely I 

know the plans I have for you, says the Lord. 
Plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 
give you a future with hope.” Jeremiah 29:11.

6. Understand that Consumerism is a powerful 
form of religion. Consumerism creates 
powerful meaning, a sense of identity and 
a deep spiritual engagement in the pursuit 
of new things. But consumerism is designed 
to offer only fleeting pleasures, as the once-
beloved object is quickly replaced with 
dissatisfaction as new longings arise and 
demand to be filled. It’s not only about having 
more; it’s about having something else! Again, 
and again, and again.

7. Claim the Eucharist as the Christian’s 
triumphant act of consumerism, the ultimate 
appetite for what satisfies. Christ asks, “Do 
you take me?”  

8. Embrace frugality, a sense of mindful, 
careful investment. Where carefully made, 
household actions and choices can make the 
world a better place. Ask, is this good for 
community, is this a cause I believe in, am I 
clear on wants vs. needs?

9. Things are good, but they are not GOD. 
Stuff’s not sinful, but our fixation with it is. 
Encourage a healthy scriptural perspective 
that combats both prosperity theology that 
promises a formula for rewards, and guilty 
self-denial that erodes the enjoyment of 
creation.

10. We Shop, They Drop? Live stewardship as 
an act of social justice. Understand that our 
lifestyle and affordable goods are created 

“Rethinking Stewardship” was a dense, energizing experience, packed with amazing ideas and 
discussion. One common theme ran throughout: the absolute interconnectedness of faith and 
finance.

Here, thanks to a line-up of thought-provoking presenters from David Lose to Mark Allan Powell, 
is a sampling of 20 takeaways, idea-bytes and challenges to get us all “rethinking.” 
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at the expense of lives in other third-world 
cultures, where our next cool thing is built on 
long hours and 33¢-an-hour wages.

11. Live like the choices we make with our 
money can change the world. Save, spend, 
share with a sense of purpose, knowing 
that our choices reveal who we are, and 
understanding those choices can make a 
real difference in the world today and in the 
future.

12. Intentionally cultivate a supportive, counter-
culture community. Our culture no longer 
supports frugality, self-denial or the Christian 
concept of giving of self. That can make living 
mindfully pretty tough. Stewardship will 
thrive where wise God-centered choices are 
nurtured and supported in community. Habits 
like consumerism aren’t broken, but they can 
be changed and transformed where vision 
and values are shared. 

13. Make Stewardship part of early faith 
formation. How is the next generation 
learning about money and stewardship? 
From us? School? Our churches? Sadly, often 
none of the above. Engage stewardship as 
part of faith formation, at home and in our 
congregations. For example, what if we 
challenged our confirmands with managing 
part of our benevolence budgets?  

14. See stewardship as a life-long covenant. Like 
marriage, stewardship is part of an enduring, 
committed relationship with God: for richer 
or poorer, in sickness and in health. Like all 
covenants, it has a sign: The covenant with 
Abraham, circumcision. The promise to Noah, 
the rainbow. Joyful giving is a healthy, vital 
relationship with Jesus.

15. Be the best Christian capitalist you can be. 
We are, for better or worse, consumers in 

a prosperous, post-modern society. This 
means we are called to be the most informed, 
intentional, Christ-centered capitalists we 
can be. Building a financial life that reflects 
our values allows us to find balance between 
oneself and others, become aligned, inside 
and out; and develop the fiscal competence 
to be wise stewards.

16. Know what makes us truly happy. Who are 
the second happiest people in the world? 
Grateful people! Who are the happiest people 
in the world? Generous people!

17. Infatuation is blind. Love sees. Materialism, 
like infatuation, is marked by an intense, 
ungrounded attraction to stuff, which always 
disappoints when dissatisfaction raises its 
head. Christian stewardship, like love, is 
clear-sighted and grounded, despite the 
imperfections in our churches and world.

18. Entitlement leads to despair, gratitude to 
peace. It’s all in the focus. Despair comes 
from focus on self and a sense of “what 
we deserve.” Gratitude to God is its best 
antidote. When we know we bring nothing to 
this world, everything we have is a gift.   

19. Learn to be equals on the journey. Everyone 
has lessons to learn. To those with more, how 
do you live with responsibility? To those with 
less, how do you live with dependence?

20. Invest in Sabbath Rest. Time poverty is rife 
in today’s commoditized world. We need 
to reclaim time as a gift of creation. Sacred 
Sabbath time is not a “vacation from work,” 
but a springboard that allows us to respond 
to the human community’s needs and lead 
hopeful, abundant lives in a less optimistic 
world.

twenty big ideas, continued
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