
B. PAIRING REQUIREMENTS 
1. Pairing officials must have paid their current pairing official dues to USWOA in order 
 to pair any regional or national tournament. 
2. Pairing officials must be a minimum of 10 years of age to join USWOA and pair on 
 the state level. 
3. Pairing officials must be a minimum of 14 years of age to pair a USA Wrestling 
 tournament on the regional level. 
4. Pairing officials must be a minimum of 15 years of age to pair a USA Wrestling 
 tournament on the national level. 
5. Upon initial USWOA registration, a pairing official’s license must be endorsed by 
 their State Pairing Director. 
6. A copy of the pairing official’s USWOA control card must be kept with the 
 USWOA official’s license book, and it must be available to the head pairer in  
 charge of the clinic at each tournament. It must be signed by the proper official in 
 charge of each tournament for certification. 
7. Every USWOA pairing official Category PA and P3 must be active in USA Wrestling 
 events in their state, and should attend any state clinics. 
8.Every USWOA pairing official Category P2, P1C, P1 and P1E must attend Regional 
 and National Clinics to keep up-to date on pairing formats. 
 
C. PAIRING CATEGORIES 
 
(PA) CATEGORY PAIRING APPLICANT 
 A new pairing official is given the rating of “applicant” (PA) until he/she passes 
the Category P3 examination with a minimum score of 80% and earns the P3 rating. 
Pairing applicants should be active in USA Wrestling events in their state. 
 
(P3) CATEGORY P3 
 Category P3 is the rating for the official who is usually content to work at local 
and state events, plus an occasional regional or national tournament held in their 
immediate area. Category P3’s should be active in USA Wrestling events in their state. 
 
 
(P2) CATEGORY P2 
 Category P2 is the rating for the official who works in their state, attends clinics 
on the regional and national level, and works as a pairing official at several 
tournaments throughout the year. 
 
(P1C) CATEGORY P1C 
 Category P1C is a transitional category in which the official no longer works just 
as a pairer, but now begins organizing and conducting the tournaments, that is, 
determining number of mats to be used, order of bouts to be wrestled, number of 
rounds per session, etc. P1C’s must be active in tournament operations in their state. 
 



(P1) CATEGORY P1 
 Category P1 is the rating for the official who is interested in tournament 
operations. These pairers are in charge of setting up tournaments, determining number 
of mats, and the flow of bouts to the mats at regional and national tournaments. The 
Category P1 pairing official is also responsible for conducting clinics on pairing.  
 1. Category P1 is a very high rating and the requirements are extensive. 
 2. A Category P1 pairer will be expected to accept reasonable assignments from  
  the Assignment Committee. 
 3. When assigned, the Category P1 will be responsible for tournament set-up  
  and the strategic planning of the event as assigned by the Chief Pairer. 
 4. A Category P1 official must be able to conduct clinics on the beginning and  
  advanced levels at regional and national events. 
 5. On rare occasions a Category P1 may be assigned as Chief Pairer, if no   
  Category P1E is available . When this occurs, the Category P1 will accept  
  the duties of the P1E concerning tournament operations. 
 
(P1E) CATEGORY P1E 
 Category P1E is the rating for the official who has spent several years in 
tournament operations at the regional and national level. This pairing official is very 
experienced and capable of organizing and conducting tournaments at all levels. This 
pairing official is also capable of conducting all levels of clinics. 
 
CATEGORY PARING EMERITUS 
1. This is a lifetime rating for officials who have contributed greatly to the sport of 
wrestling over many years at the national level. Outstanding contributions to the field of 
pairing and rules interpretation are recognized by the use of this title. 
2. The official must petition the USWOA Executive Board for this category (must have 
been paid USWOA/USWOA member for ten (10) years minimum). 
3. Petitions for this designation are considered each year by the USWOA Executive 
Board at the annual fall Executive Board Meeting. 
4. The official will receive any USWOA newsletters at no cost. 
 
 


