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Greetings from the WFSCA,

We are excited for this year’s clinic
will be held at Chula Vista in Wiscons
S Dells on February 8-9. We hope the
move to the Dells will make our clinic
more family friendly. Cindy Suess ha
once again put together one of the fi
#W clinics in the Midwest, and as a boarc

@ want to thank her for all she does.

Illegal pitching and enforcement continues to be a dark cloud that ha
over our sport. John Ruffolo has a great article in this edition of our b
tin and it is a must read. If you have any suggestions on this issue or a
other issue please contact your district representative or myself with i
on how to make softball better in Wisconsin.

The board would like to extend a warm welcome to our newest distric
representative Tim Whitford from Winneconne. Tim will be serving t
Valley/Lakeshore District.

Finally I would like to thank all of our board members for all the hard
they do. We have an executive board that is dedicated to making hig
school softball in Wisconsin better every day. This board does a great
of promoting softball and creating opportunities for the young ladies t
play the game. We will continue to strive for excellence and continue
grow as an organization.

Once again if you have any suggestions we want to hear from you. Co
tact your district representative or myself with any suggestion on ho
can grow as an organization. | look forward to seeing a lot of you at t
clinic.

Jeff dtodgson

WFESCA President



Il Coaches,

Year to everyone! Softball season is
oaching and the Wisconsin

ftball Coaches Association will again
annual clinic. The clinic has been

e Chula Vista Resort in Wisconsin

- day clinic will be held on Saturday, A
nd Sunday, February 9. The Satur-
will begin with registration at 8:00

aking sessions at 9:00. The Hall of
oaches Awards Banquet is at 5:00 p.m. beginning with dinner, which is included in you
’ social will follow the banquet at 8:00. Sunday begins with registration at 7:30 a.m. a
starting at 8:00. Vendors will be on hand to display the latest softball equipment, uni
opportunities.

Coaches Clinic and membership registration is completely ONLINE. Go to www.wfsc
pay. Checks will not be accepted. Pre-paid debit cards are accepted if you do not ha
onal information is available on the registration form.

lude: Charlie Green, Milwaukee Brewers Catching Instructor; Margie Wright, Former
FCA Hall of Fame Coach and Carie Dever Boaz, Northwest Mississippi Community Colle
lory Coach. Carie has also coached at the NCAA Division | level and the National Cha
Glory of the NPF. Speaker bios and the clinic agenda can be found online.

es MUST be a current member of the WFSCA for their players to be eligible for All-Dist
nition. Seniors are also eligible to be selected for the Senior All-Star games, Team Wis
lI-State. Member coaches are awarded Conference Champion, State Tournament and
t awards. Please forward this information regarding the clinic and membership to ot
. Assistant, youth, summer, and travel coaches are welcome to attend.

website is a valuable resource for information and forms. Go to www.wfsca.org for u
ation. Also, use the website to find your conference and district representatives.

Chula Vista Resort at 855-360-6691 and use the WFSCA Booking Code: C97470 for roc
WEFSCA room rates. A standard room with two queen beds is $109. The Villa Studio
, sofa sleeper and kitchenette is $119. The two bedroom condo with pull-out sofa, two
Jacuzzi, full kitchen and living room which sleeps eight is $229. The three bedroom co
, three full baths, four person Jacuzzi, full kitchen and living room

s up to fourteen is $399. The WFSCA block will expire Saturday, Janu- Cl'llll%”
00 p.m. Prices may change after this date. Free Chula Vista Resort In- '
Park passes are included for everyone so bring your family! w’

Resort & Waterpark

s for this outstanding clinic. We hope to see you in Wisconsin Dells on February 8 and

, WFSCA Clinic Director



hes have marred recent WIAA

all Tournaments — the showcase
rt. Replants, leaps, illegal release
strides outside the pitching lane
red with troubling regularity.

ese illegal pitches have been

he umpiring crews. Curiously,
not. But the video doesn't lie.

nt of pitching rules varies greatly.
eaching legal pitching mechanics
h’s job, enforcement of legal
echanics is the umpire’s job. And,
step further, ensuring uniform
nt of all rules is the responsibility
A.

, the integrity of our game needs
yone’s concern.

, it is my professional responsibil-
the pitching rules. This takes
ort — simply read the NFHS rule-
rly every year, the WIAA rules

nd corresponding NFHS illustra-
ess pitching. We can all access
aches, college coaches, and in-

| videos for further education on
chanics. YouTube puts us within a
of countless examples of both le-
gal pitching. Simply put, there is

Ruffolo, South East District Rep. & Kenosha-Bradford Softball Cc

no excuse for ignorance of the rul
cially by those who are hired to co
within them.

It is my responsibility to train my p
pitch legally. The reality is that illeg
ing habits such as replanting can b
to correct, especially when we ha
coaching contact with the athletes
pitcher is pitching illegally, then it i
sponsibility to help her fix it. There
challenge of coaching.

Each of us has been involved ina g
where a coach or a fan is wrongly «
that an opposing pitcher is pitching
If that person is associated with m
it’s my job to set him straight. If o
parents or any other person assoc
my team is barking at the umpires
ing a proper illegal pitch call agains
team, that too is my responsibility
dress.

Inevitably, each coach will face the
of how to discuss illegal pitching b
nent with an umpiring crew. After
dling this for years, it is now my po
alert the umpires and then accept
sion to call or not to call the illegal
Harping on the issue is simply a we



Pitches (cont’d)

obs my players of their focus.

ises an important question: Why

s — even those selected to call
ament games — frequently unwill-
illegal pitches? | can only specu-
ne reason seems to be that they
to take the path of least re-

nce an illegal pitch is called, that
ikely to deal with at least one an-
the player, the coach, the pitcher’s
e fans. It would be easier to turn
and hope it goes unnoticed.

ason umpires may not call illegal
ue to a lack of knowledge of the
nstance, how many fastpitch soft-
es in our state are “baseball guys”
ave a passing knowledge of
oftball rules? Furthermore, wind-
g is “technical,” and some um-

ly may not know the rules as well
uld. However, there is no excuse
ce of the rules — especially by
are hired to enforce them.

iances in the pitching rules of gov-
ies could be a cause for lack of
forcement. NFHS, NCAA, and ASA
les are not identical. And there
les remaining in men’s fastpitch.

Ruffolo, South East District Rep. & Kenosha-Bradford Softball C

These variations pose a special ch
umpires, but they do not excuse t
proper enforcement during high s
games.

Too often, we hear a coach say aft
gal pitch call “She hasn’t been call
all year.” The odds are that this is
first time this pitcher has pitched i
This just brings to light a failure of
er’s coaches to teach proper mech
a failure of previous umpires to m
right call.

And what is the WIAA’s role in this
governing body of our sport, they
responsibility to provide umpire e
that will lead to proper enforceme
rules. As the WIAA Constitution st
purpose is “to promote uniformit
ards in interscholastic athletic com
In fastpitch softball, there is no iss
need of “uniformity of standards”
enforcement of the pitching rules.

Maybe 2014 will be the year whe
no illegal pitching controversy at t
State Softball Tournament. Probab
if that is ever going to occur, it will
collective effort of everyone invol
serve the integrity of our game.



ising: A Necessary Evil

how it was 20 years ago. Our
softball budget could cover all of
S needs.

ftball supplies budget was larger
day and the dollar back then had
uying power as $1.60 does today.
even mention that | spent $60
fastpitch bat available. Those

ys of an 18-game regular season.

ave changed. We now play a 26-
ar season and the hot new bat
Yet our high school supply budg-
frozen for the past 20 years. A
go every program had to pledge

r budget to the general fund. To-
Il budget covers umpires, non-
es, softballs and scorebooks. All
ses including tournament fees,
es, new equipment, nets, tees,
chines, jackets, field improve-

c fees, player awards and every-
ust come from outside sources.

nhew, South Central District Rep. & Fort Atkinson Softball Coac

We are very fortunate to have an
booster club that has consistentl
our program with some of our ne
softball program’s fundraising ha
from $1,000 in 1999 to a project
profitin 2013. At our school, clu
letics are allowed one fundraiser
The original fundraiser (a pizza sa
cannot cut it for us anymore.

| have met with the fundraising c
and have heard all of their sales
did like the coupon books (our fo
sells a Gold Card in the fall), but |
higher profit margin and a lower
cost. So we’ve joined forces with
ball program and solicited 10 are
es to provide coupons and cover
printing 1,500 booklets that we
for $10 each. We held our printi
a minimum by working with our |
at W.D. Hoard and Sons Compan
booklets were a huge success an



sing: A Necessary Evil (cont’d)

r our added costs for the season
ponsors poster for advertising.
ncreasing our sales this coming

ity and something similar may
r softball program. Here are a
es for creating your own pro-
ssful fundraiser:

raising goal to FUN
xample: 30 2
$100 profit =

= B

our fundraiser with your school
ministration.

etes and their parents.

4. Maximize your profit
= margin (example: 40 per-
‘([ cent or more).

'

mple (one sale, one due date,
e day). Your fundraiser should
the way of your first goal: suc-

new, South Central District Rep. & Fort Atkinson Softball Coa

6. Know your community. Creat

draiser worked in the Fort Atkin-

7. Do not duplicate
DR4/gr
. Go _,»‘" ‘

8. Make sure that the income p
r fundraising goals clear to all of

cess on the field.

want for your customers to s
fundraiser.

DO NOT
DUPLICATE

another school
program’s fund-
raiser (Our FFA
chapter profits
$25,000 a year with a holiday
our football team sells the G
profits $15,000 a year, our so
has a car wash and makes S5,
gle day).

used to benefit your program
year. Do not sit on proceeds
players today. It was their fu
they deserve to reap the pro
wards.



FINAL INNING...,

IMPORTANT DATES

February 8-9 (sat-sun): Coaches Clinic

March 17: First Day of Practic
May 25: Earliest Game
May 27, 29: D-1 Regionals
May 22, 27, 29: D-2, D-3, D-4 Regi
June 3, 5: Sectionals

June 12-14: State Tournament




