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ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT MEETING 
MINUTES 

Saturday & Sunday, August 19-20, 2006 
Double Tree Hotel, Denver, CO  

 
In attendance: 

Name Assoc. Position 
Callaway, Charles District Director 
Irey, Bryan District Director  
Lehto, Wayne District Director 
Kenney, Chris District Director 
Davern, Paul District Coach-in-Chief 
Day, Jill District Secretary 

Grover, Kelly District 
High School Section 
Risk Manager 

Karinen, Bruce District Registrar 

Lewis, TC 
District           
TX 

Asst Coach-in Chief    
President 

McMann, Bob District Referee-in-Chief 
Nolen, Bob (Absent) District Webmaster 

Schwarz, Michael  
District          
NM 

ACE Administrator          
ACE Administrator 

Brooks, Jon AZ President 
Jerome, Donnalee AZ Registrar 
Paolilli, Phil CO President 
Cole, John CO Vice President 
Cardasis, Susan CO Registrar 
Power, Tom ID President 

Lampl, Tom ID 
Registrar               
Coach-in-Chief 

Bekkedahl, Bruce MT President 
Pope, Bob NM President 
Pimm, David OK Treasurer 
Hetrick, Anne OK Registrar 
Lewis, Debra TX Registrar 
Worden, Darin UT President 
Lundquist, Jim WY President 
DeGregorio, Ron USA Hockey President 
Klasnick, Dave USA Hockey Vice President 
Ogrean, Dave  USA Hockey Vice President 
Briggle, Rae USA Hockey Membership 
Aldrich, Scott USA Hockey Adult Hockey 
Erlenbach, Kevin USA Hockey Adult Hockey 
Slizewski, Susan USA Hockey Membership 
DiGraw, Paulette USA Hockey Membership 

 
Bryan Irey, Chairman of the Council of Presidents, called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. at the Double Tree 
Hotel in Denver, CO.  He welcomed the staff members from USA Hockey.  A quorum was present to conduct 
business.   Apologies were issued to Wyoming for moving the meeting from their affiliate.   
 
Minutes 
The minutes of the June 8, 2006 meeting were reviewed.  Wayne Lehto made a MOTION to approve the minutes 
with the correction of the spelling of Karen Lundgren’s name in the women’s section.  T. C. Lewis seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously.   
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Written Reports 
Any written reports not submitted before the meeting need to be emailed to Jill Day at jillv8@comcast.net to be 
included in the minutes.  Reports were received from Charles Callaway, Phil Paolilli, Bruce Karinen, Jon Brooks, 
Ann Hetrick, and Darin Worden. 
 
USA Hockey Committee and Council Reports 
Ron DeGregorio, President of USA Hockey, reported on the new proposed extended play program.  He also 
discussed the commitment USA Hockey has with the new regulation for helmets for coaches.  The Michigan 
affiliate has had this requirement in effect internally.  The enforcement system they have used is being looked at 
as a template for USA Hockey.  Enforcement starts with the leaders. 
 
Dave Klasnick, Vice President of USA Hockey, commented on the redistricting of Rocky Mountain affiliates.  He 
was very impressed with Bryan Irey’s comment of continuing to help each other during and after the change.  His 
message to the group was to be committed to Ron DeGregorio’s vision of growing USA Hockey.  RMD has been 
instrumental in work on changing the tie-breaker rule for national tournaments.  Norm Speigle will be the 
Chairman of National Tournaments. 
 
Dave Ogrean noted that people are relocating to states in the RMD.  Growth in hockey in the RMD should be 
possible.  He also mentioned that the structure of the new district needs to be worked on now.  If anyone knows of 
people who would be good in these new roles, please forward the information to USA Hockey. 
 
Online Registration 
Rae Briggle noted that everything is going very smoothly; over 2,500 registrations are being received per day.  
Please be aware that there are two seasons available on line.  Please make sure when you are verifying 
registrations that they are for the correct season.  Money transfers are being executed efficiently. 
 
RMD Webmaster 
Wayne Lehto made a MOTON for George Cole from Idaho Falls, who has volunteered, to be the RMD 
Webmaster.  T. C. Lewis seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  His email address is 
georgecole@cableone.net.  Bruce Karinen mentioned that the tournaments needed to be posted immediately to 
take advantage of the discount.  Charles Callaway made a MOTON to have a letter of appreciation sent to Bob 
Nolan.  Bruce Bekkedahl seconded the motion.  A friendly amendment was added to include a plaque.  The 
motion passed unanimously.  Bob Pope will prepare and present the plaque to Bob Nolan and submit the cost to 
Bruce Karinen for reimbursement. 
 
2007 District Tournaments 
Tier I Texas 1-4 March, 2007  
Jon Brooks made a MOTON to award the Tier I Youth district tournament to Texas.  T. C. Lewis seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously. Phil Paolilli made a MOTION to move the Tier I date to 8-11 March, 2007.  T. 
C. Lewis seconded the motion.  Discussion followed with concerns of time out of school and referee availability.  
Input from Bob McMann noted that quality and availability of officials is a real concern with the number of games.  
Also, cost of bringing in more officials will add to the budget.  Motion was tabled.  Charles Callaway made a 
MOTION to hold the Tier I district tournament 1-4 March, 2007.  Darin Worden seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously.  Future rotation is Colorado, Utah, Arizona, Texas. 
 
Tier II Texas 8-11 March, 2007 
Jon Brooks made a MOTON to award the Tier II Youth district tournament to Texas.  Chris Kenney seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously.  Charles Callaway made a MOTION to hold the Tier II Youth tournament 8-11 
March, 2007.  Jon Brooks seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  Future rotation is Oklahoma, New 
Mexico, Utah, Idaho, Arizona, Colorado. 
 
High School Utah 16-18 March, 2007 
Wayne Lehto made a MOTON to award the High School district tournament to Utah.  T. C. Lewis seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously.  Wayne Lehto made a MOTON to hold the High School district tournament 16-
18 March, 2007.  Darin Worden seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  Future rotation is Texas, 
Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, Oklahoma, Idaho. 
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Girls/Women Texas 1-4 March, 2007 
Jon Brooks made a MOTON to award the Girls/Womens district tournament to Texas.  Chris Kenney seconded 
the motion and it passed unanimously.  Jon Brooks made a MOTON to hold the Girls/Womens district tournament 
1-4 March 2007 Chris Kenney seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  Future rotation is Idaho (not 
hosted) or Oklahoma (not hosted), New Mexico, Utah, Arizona, Colorado. 
 
Concerns were expressed about awarding tournaments to associations with known behavioral problems. 
 
Future District Tournament Hosting Rotation 
 
 HS Tier I Tier II Girls/Women 
2006-07 UT TX TX TX 
 TX CO OK ID (NH) 
 AZ UT NM OK (NH) 
 NM AZ UT NM 
 CO TX ID UT 
 OK  AZ AZ 
 ID  CO CO 
 UT  TX TX 

 
Tournament Declarations 
Tournament declarations were submitted in writing to Bryan Irey.  He will email the results to the group. 
 
2006 District Tournament Overview 
The only negative feedback was the officiating of the Girls/Women Tournament.  The officials were local referees, 
even in the championship games.  There were several games with only two officials.  The key to a successful 
tournament is preparation.  It is crucial to make sure every participant has accurate schedules and travel 
information. 
 
Idaho Presentation 
Tom Power, Idaho President, presented Wayne Lehto with a token of appreciation for his 40 years of service to 
amateur hockey in Idaho. 
 
Review of Tournament Format 
Wayne Lehto was not successful in getting input from affiliate presidents on the tournament guide books.   He will 
make a few revisions and have them posted on the web page. 
 
Ace Coordinator 
Michael Schwarz reported that all affiliates have a representative for the program.  The objectives for this season 
are delivery of parent awareness, coaching level certification, gender policy compliance, player development 
identification of accomplishments, coaching development identification of accomplishments, helmets for coaches, 
and a communication network. 
 
June District Meeting 
The meeting held this year was successful.  Bob Pope made a MOTION to continue with an official meeting every 
year in conjunction with USA Hockey congress.  Tom Power seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  
The meeting needs to focus on input from affiliates on how votes should be cast by the district directors. 
 
Player Development Camp 
Charles Callaway reported that the skill development camp scheduled in Oklahoma City was cancelled due to 
lack of participants.  He feels that the lack of formalized agenda and objectives was a large part of the failure.  
Further evaluation is needed for the future of this program.  The Oklahoma affiliate was completely prepared and 
set to host the event.  All registration fees were refunded.  Affiliates need to find out if there is further financial loss 
for the participants and submit that information to Charles Callaway immediately.  The district will be in a negative 
cash situation for this.  It was suggested to have information available to affiliates during their district camp tryouts 
to help promote it. 
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The 2006 player development camp in Salt Lake City was flawless.  The experience of the operation team makes 
a successful event.  Kelly Grover initiated an exit poll for input on the event.  It has been evaluated and the 
comments will be implemented into future camps. 
 
The 2007 camp will be held in Salt Lake City May 2-6, 2007.   
 
Girls Chicago Showcase report was given by Darin Worden.  Diane Marietti, 2006 team manager, doesn’t feel 
that it should be continued as a district team.  The tournament is not as beneficial to the girls as it used to be.  
Arizona and New Mexico would still be in favor of continuing with any other affiliate interested.  Jon Brooks will 
keep in touch with the other affiliates for 2007. 
 
Girls Tier II District Tournament 
Bruce Karinen presented the revised rules and procedures for a proposed Tier II Girls/Women tournament.  Jon 
Brooks made a MOTION to host a house recreational tournament in 2007 for all age divisions.  T. C. Lewis 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  Jon Brooks made a MOTION for New Mexico to host the first 
tournament.    T. C. Lewis seconded the motion.  After discussion the motion and second was withdrawn.  
Affiliates will go to their associations and determine interest and participation.  A conference call will be held 
September 6, 2006 at 2:00 p.m. MDT to determine the age interest, venue and the date.  The tentative dates are 
President’s weekend, Martin Luther Weekend, or the same weekend as the Girls/Women’s district tournament.  
 
District Grants 
Bruce Karinen requested a grant of $2500 for the 2006-07 season to organize a RMD Girls/Women Committee.  
TC Lewis made a MOTION to approve the grant as presented.  Jon Brooks seconded the motion.  Chris Kenney 
made a MOTION to increase the grant to $3500.  Wayne Lehto seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  
The motion for the committee and amended grant amount passed unanimously.  Affiliate Presidents must submit 
a name to be their representative to Bruce Karinen by September 10, 2006. 
 
Kelly Grover requested a grant of $2500 to assist associate risk managers to attend the 2007 USA Hockey 
Annual Meeting in Colorado Springs.  TC Lewis made a MOTION to approve the grant as presented.  Jon Brooks 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
Kelly Grover requested a grant of $5000 to provide district championship rink banners, team trophies and 
individual awards for the 2006-07 season.   Wayne Lehto made a MOTION to approve the grant adding $1500 for 
1st place banners.  TC Lewis seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
Kelly Grover reported on his 2005-06 grant for RMD Tournament medals, plaques, pucks, and banners.  Jon 
Brooks said he received several complaints of teams not getting trophies and suggested an increased budget for 
next year. 
 
Tom Lample reported on the 2005-06 $5000 Coaching Education Program grant.  It was used to train more 
instructors in the district.  Al Bloomer created a training manual that was printed.  A clinic was held in Salt Lake 
City and funds were used for travel.  $3385.32 has been spent to date.  More manuals need to be distributed.  
The balance of the grant will be used this year. 
 
Bruce Karinen reported on the 2005-06 early tournament incentive $2500 grant.  The cost was $2925.   
 
Next Meetings 
The winter meeting is suggested to be in Arizona Jan 12-14, 2007, too many problems, in conjunction with 
Orlando meeting  Jon Brooks made a MOTION to hold the winter meeting in Orlando, Florida on Friday, January 
19, 2007 from 3-10 pm.  Tom Power seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  TC Lewis made a 
MOTION to hold the Annual Meeting Aug 17-19, 2007 in Salt Lake City.  Jon Brooks seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously.  The presence of USA Hockey in the meeting this weekend started discussion of holding the 
summer meeting in Denver every year for the availability of USA Hockey staff to be in attendance.  It was noted 
that it is also important to get more local people involved by rotating the meeting to all affiliates.  TC Lewis made a 
MOTION to change the 2007 summer meeting to Colorado.  Jon Brooks seconded the motion.  After more 
discussion the motion was defeated. 
 
The meeting adjourned for the day at 4:00 p.m. 
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Bryan Irey reconvened the meeting Sunday morning at 8:30 a.m.  Charles Callaway and Bruce Bekkedahl were 
not in attendance. 
 
2005-2006 Financial Report 
Bruce Karinen presented the income and expenses for the 2005-06 season.   
 
2006-2007 Proposed Budget 
Bruce Karinen presented the proposed budget for 2006-07.  He noted that he had included Wyoming and 
Montana in the expenses, but did not include them in the income.  This would give them some up front money to 
get the new district started.  There was for and against discussion on this concept.  The following items were 
adjusted in the proposed budget: increase the budget for the June meeting in Colorado Springs to $1000, change 
grants as approved, change the secretary travel line to $3500 and include the webmaster, and $1000 to create a 
growth committee (the suggestion of an adult tournament in conjunction with LaBatt’s was made).  Wayne Lehto 
made a MOTION to accept the budget as amended.  Tom Power seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 
 
District Procedures – Section 15 
Wayne Lehto discussed the wording of Section 15 regarding election of district directors.  With focus shifting from 
team count to player count, this section should change to that focus.  Wayne Lehto made a MOTION to adopt the 
proposed wording for section 5 and delete section 7 in the policy and procedure manual (see attachment).  Darin 
Worden seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
Coaching Certification 
Paul Davern reported that a level 4 coaching clinic will be held Sept 16, 2007 in Houston, TX. 
 
Referee-in-Chief 
Bob McMann reported that the new rule book has been very successful.  Registration has remained level.  The 
biggest complaint creating lack of retention of officials is lack of games to work for younger, inexperienced 
officials.   
 
Elections 
Wayne Lehto nominated Bryan Irey as Chairman, TC Lewis as 1st Vice Chairman and Jon Brooks as 2nd Vice 
Chairman.  Chris Kenney seconded the nomination and it passed unanimously. 
 
Other Business 
Jon Brooks made a MOTION to create a growth committee with a minimum of one representative from each 
affiliate, with Chris Kenney as Chairman of the committee.  Darin Worden seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously.  There is information on the USA Hockey web site for work done in other areas.  
 
Disabled Council Representative 
Kelly Grover, as representative to the disabled council, has requested to be replaced.  It needs much more time 
commitment.  Ann Hetrick expressed interest in the position. 
 
Ode 
Kelly Grover read his ode to the annual meeting. 
 
Wayne Lehto made a MOTION to adjourn at 10:10 a.m.  Darin Worden seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously.  Bob McMann played a new training video for officiating at the end of the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jill Day 
RMD Secretary 
 
Action Items 
Girls Tier II District Tournament  Girls/Women Committee 
Growth Committee   Disabled Council Representative 



ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT 
ANNUAL MEETING 

DENVER, COLORADO 
August 18-20, 2006 

 
District Director’s Report 

 
 
Since out last meeting in January, I have done the following tasks: 
 
January 19-22 - missed the USAH Winter Meeting in Miami 
 
March 2-5 - served as Tournament Director for the RMD Girls/Womens Tournament in Denver 
 
March 18-19 - served as Tournament Director for the RMD Tier I Tournament in Dallas 
 
March 28 - April 2 - served as Tournament Director for the USAH Tier II 18&U National 
Tournament in Pittsburgh 
 
May 3-7 - served as the registrar for the RMD Player Development Camp 
 
May 19-20 - attended the USAH National camp directors meeting 
 
June 7-10 - attended the USAH Annual Meeting in COS 
 
June 22-30 - served as the Camp Director for the USAH Select 16 Player Development Camp 
 
 
Also during this time I have attended numerous conference calls for the RMD Player 
Development Committee, District Tournaments, District Camp, National Tournaments and 
National Select Camps, plus answered a few emails and phone calls. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by:   Charles Callaway 
    RMD Director 



Rocky Mountain District Annual Meeting 
District Director Report 

 
 
Since January 2006: 
 

1. Attended USAH Winter Meeting in Miami. 
2. Served as Tournament Director for Tier II Peewee district tournament in Denver. 
3. Served as Tournament Director for the High School district tournament in Boise. 
4. Served as Team Leader for 17-year-olds at the district player development camp. 
5. Attended USAH Annual Meeting in Colorado Springs. 
6. Served as Team Leader at Select 16 Festival Camp in Rochester, NY. 
7. Reappointed to the USAH Legal Council. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Wayne Lehto 
District Director 



2006 Rocky Mountain District 
 Colorado Affiliate Annual Report 
 
2006 was somewhat of a watershed year for amateur hockey in Colorado. The Executive 
Committee has been fortunate to have had continuity in its leadership and its committee 
members.  President Bryan Irey was one of the key elements in our Board becoming 
more proactive this year. Additionally, the Executive Committee members had become 
more confident in their positions and their responsibilities. 
 
At our State annual meeting this past January, Bryan Irey announced that we would be 
managing the Tier 1 program to a far greater degree than had been done in the past. . Any 
organizations wishing to field Tier 1 programs now have to meet specific standards 
developed by the Tier 1 Committee. They must then submit their application for approval 
by the entire Executive Committee. This action was taken in an effort to improve the 
quality of the Tier programs being offered in our state. 
 
We have also embarked in some new partnerships with the local professional hockey 
organizations, namely the Avalanche (who we will have just met with prior to the RMD 
meeting) and with the Rage, the new minor league club. Both clubs seen to have a new 
founded attitude in working with us and helping to develop new youth hockey players.     
 
Our Officiating and Coaching programs have also made great strides in their relations 
with the committee. Newly appointed Coach- in-Chief Paul Davern did an outstanding job 
in recruiting new coaching instructors this fall. These new instructors were instrumental 
in getting the associations to “buy into“the CAP program and helped to get our coaches 
certified to the levels required by the National Office.  
 
As we move into the new season, we will be organizing a task force to look at the 
situation in the U8 group and see how we might better market our sport.  This is a serious 
issue that needs to be dealt with sooner than later. We will also be monitoring the Tier 
programs to see how our new standards have impacted the quality of play.  
 
Philip Paolilli 
President, Colorado Amateur Hockey Association 
 
 









Utah Amateur Hockey Report 
August 19, 2006 

 
Utah Hockey continues to grow despite continued internal strife.  Marketing efforts 
employed during last season are expected to generate between 900 and 1000 new 
registered players.  Utah Hockey has secured the 2006-07 USA Hockey block grant to 
continue this marketing effort.  Our goal is to exceed 4,000 registered players by the 
2007-08 season, which would equate to more than a doubling of registered players in the 
past two years.  This would also equate to the highest number of registered players ever 
in Utah.  Utah Hockey will continue growth efforts through the next year. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Darin Worden, President 
 

















 
          10 August 2006 
              Rev. 1                   
     
 Rocky Mountain District 
 

2006/2007 
 
  District Budget 
 
INCOME 
        8500 Adult players @ $0.50/player  =  $ 4250.00 
          19000 Youth players @ $1.00/player = $19000.00 
   TOTAL       $23250.00 
 
EXPENSES 
   District Meeting CO - 2006   $2000.00 
   Mid-Winter Meeting 2007   $3000.00 
   Tournament Incentive     $3000.00 
   Dist. Mini Meeting June 2007             $1000.00 
   Dist Annual Meet 2007 (long lead)  $1500.00    
   Sec’t/Web master    $3500.00                     
   Affiliate Travel Grant OK, WY, NM, MT, ID $4000.00 
   Flowers etc.     $  700.00 
   Travel H.S. Tourn.    $  900.00 
   District Coaching Grant 07   $2000.00 
   Affiliate Risk Managers Travel Grant  $2500.00 
   Volunteer Award    $1100.00  
   Tournament Trophies, Banners Etc.  $6500.00 
   District Coaching Grant 06   $5000.00 
   Registrars Travel Grant 06   $  500.00 
   Girls Tier l l Tourn. Grant   $2000.00 
   Girls/Women Committee Grant   $3500.00 
   Player Growth Committee   $1000.00   
 
   TOTAL       $43700.00 
 
BUDGET SURPLUS / DEFICIT                                      <$20450.00> 
 
 This budget was reviewed and adopted by the Affiliate Presidents of the Rocky Mountain 
District 20 August 2006 in Denver, Colorado 
 
* Does NOT include income from MT & WY affiliates  
 
 
06Aug10 


