
WHA Board Meeting Minutes  

Meeting Date: 3 February 2014  

Attendance: John Dondelinger, Bob Roeser, Eric Jones, Charlie Vacek, Andrea Gohman, Brooks Rankin, 

Chaz Larson, Zach Stamson, Gerard Hanson, Tom Masog  

Absent:  Derek Siddons, Amy Schneider, Steve Bertossi (all excused)   

Visitors:  Terrell Anderson, Cristal Norling  

Call to order: Dondelinger  

President’s Report 

 

Continuation and closure of the Tom Battis issue from the 4 November 2013 WHA Board Meeting:   

 

For ready reference, the relevant portion of the Nov 4 meeting minutes is copied verbatim below (italics):  

 

Jones and Rankin provided a summary to the board regarding instances of financial impropriety on the 

part of Tom Battis that occurred within the last 18 months (approx.).  Tom and Tricia were present 

during this summary and Tom provided his explanation and rationale relative to the improprieties.  Tom 

and Tricia were excused from the meeting following his remarks.  The board held further discussion on 

the information provided by all parties and on the appropriate disciplinary actions necessary to address 

the conduct and actions potentially necessary to ensure the best interests of the association.   

Following this discussion Hanson made a motion to remove Tom Battis from coaching, membership in 

the HDC, and any other official WHA capacity for the 2013/2014 and 2014/2015 seasons.  Eligibility 

could be regained for a coaching position, HDC membership, or any other official WHA position in the 

2015/2016 season subject to his being a member in good standing.  The WHA Board reserves the right to 

take further disciplinary action should it become necessary.      

2
nd

:  Bertossi.  The motion was carried by unanimous consent of the WHA board.    

Summary of discussion and actions from the 3 February 2014 meeting:   

Due to the serious nature of the issue, between the November meeting and now the board has been 

deliberate and thorough in its review of the facts and circumstances involved.  The financial improprieties 

noted in the minutes of the November meeting consisted of the improper handling and use of $1000 in 

team funds by Battis, and a $400 donation that was incorrectly used to pay a portion of player fees.  It was 

decided that Battis would be issued an invoice from the WHA for repayment in full of the misused funds 

($1400) and that impacted members from the affected team would be reimbursed the appropriate amount 

by the WHA on a per family basis.  Additionally, legal counsel was sought to assess any further 

obligations or actions that may be required or prudent in this situation.  No further required actions were 

identified but there was a strong recommendation to have a promissory note signed by Tom Battis to 

accompany the invoice for the misused funds to very clearly establish the need and expectation of 

repayment in full to the association.    The Treasurer (Jones) will follow up on this recommendation.   The 

board also reaffirmed the restrictions placed on Battis’s involvement in future WHA activities as captured 

in the November meeting minutes (included above).       



 

Terrell Anderson reported a good turn-out at Grumpy’s for the MN Hockey Day special and turned over a 

donation of $1000 to the WHA from event proceeds.  The board unanimously expressed their sincere 

appreciation of this effort and contribution to the WHA.  Terrell excused himself from the meeting. 

Cristal Norling attended the meeting as an observer as she has expressed interest in running for a WHA 

Board position and wanted to get a better understanding of the workings of the board.   

Preliminary discussion was held regarding the intention of a WHA member to run a 3 on 3 mite league at 

the WIA this summer, with the potential for proceeds to be donated to the WHA for use in securing an 

outdoor rink for WHA use.  Will require coordination and ice time allocation from the City.  More detail 

to be forthcoming in a future board meeting.   

It was reported that Dave Montgomery (Bantam B2 Head Coach) was called to the D6 Disciplinary 

Committee as a result of his conduct at a recent game.  The Disciplinary Committee assessed a 3 game 

suspension on Montgomery.  ACE Coordinator (Bertossi) to follow up with Montgomery on the issue and 

expectations going forward.  A Bantam A player was also required to go the D6 Disciplinary Committee 

as a result of a fight at a recent game.  The player was assessed a 3 game suspension.  The Team Manager 

Coordinator (Gohman) accompanied the player to the meeting.   

PWB1 Tourney Update:  John outlined the extensive preparations and volunteers required to staff and 

execute the upcoming D6 PWB1 tourney at WIA Feb 15-Feb 21.  The Volunteer Coordinator (T. Larson) 

will be posting volunteer opportunities on DIBS and board member involvement and follow up will be 

required to ensure a smooth event.   

Secretary’s Report  

Motion to approve meeting minutes of 6 Jan 2014:  Hanson.    2
nd

 :  Roeser.  Motion carried.  

Treasurer Report –February 14, 2014: 

 

Checking Account: $46,280.23  
   
 Deposits:    $  8,253.05  
 Expenditures:    $53,806.33  
   
Capital Savings:     $33,093.32  
   
Accounts Payable:   $        0.00  
 

Accounts Receivable: $25,927.67 

 

 Past Due:  

 

2011-12:   $2,545.00 

 2012-13: $  1,422.01 

 2013-14: $17,894.84 

 

 



Fundraising/Marketing Update: 

Approximately 850 calendars sold this year, with total proceeds to the association of ~$6900.   

The MN Wild donated $1000 to the WHA in recognition of members volunteering at a recent Wild game.   

Ice Out Update/Notes:  This year’s ice out will feature an 80’s theme and a new logo and banner for 

display in the WIA are nearing completion.  John Wood has volunteered to act as the facilities coordinator 

for the event.  An auctioneer for the live auction has been identified.  In a change from previous years, 

there will not be a cash bar – sales will be via tickets that will be available for purchase at sign in.  Roeser 

and Dondelinger strongly encouraged all board members to get involved and contribute through 

committee work and the night of the event, given it is the WHA’s largest fund raiser of the year.    

Girls Coordinator: 

The previously discussed summer tournament dates/times have been adjusted to evenings Friday, 

Saturday, and Sunday to accommodate competing needs for WIA ice time.  The City requires down 

payment in advance of the tournament to secure the ice.  Vacek to coordinate with Jones for payments.   

All proceeds from the tournament will be donated to the WHA.   

Ice Coordinator Update:  

The IP program was effectively augmented this year by utilizing both Breakaway Hockey and Velocity.   

All WHA teams will meet or exceed the guidelines in the WHA Handbook for ice time for their level of 

play for the 2013-2014 season.   

Motion to adjourn:  Roeser.  2
nd

:  Rankin.  Motion carried.   

  

 

 


