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Introduction

This history project grew out of the efforts of Steve Snyder, the current White Bear Lake
girls' hockey director, to put together an Internet page to recognize White Bear Lake
youth alumni who went on to play college hockey. In discussions with Steve about the
alumni page, | volunteered to put together the history of girls' hockey in White Bear
Lake. This history mainly focuses on the organized girls' youth programs and high
school hockey that began in the early 1990s. Portions of this project involved simply
locating data from various written sources; however, the most interesting aspect of
writing this history has been the opportunity to meet and talk with a number of
individuals who have been committed to and involved with the ringette and hockey
programs over the years. These parents, along with others, volunteered their time to
coach, organize, manage and promote both sports, and in doing so, they helped to grow
the youth and high school girls' programs in White Bear Lake.

| started to write separate histories for the youth and the high school programs, but soon
discovered that they were intertwined. Events that occurred at the high school level
affected the youth programs and vice versa. Many of the people involved in the youth
programs were also involved with the high school program. | came to the conclusion
that | could not separate them, so | decided to write one history with separate chapters
for the various programs.

Chapter 1: The Early Years (1970s - 1980s)

In the 1970s and 1980s, the White Bear Lake youth hockey program overall grew at an
amazing rate, from 60 families to over 850 families, with over 1,000 boys and girls
participating in the program from clinic to Junior Gold.1

Girls' teams in the peewee and bantam classifications began forming in Minnesota in
1970. The girl peewees held a state tournament from 1974 to 1976, but it was
discontinued until 1989. Girl bantam teams also had their own tournament from 1974 to
1978.2

In March of 1974, the White Bear Lake girls'
peewee team won the first Minnesota Amateur
Hockey Association state tournament held at
Burnsville by beating Farmington 7-1, Burnsville
3-2, and Phalen 7-1. The team consisted of 21
girls and was coached by Robert Geyer and Dave
Kolling. The team was sponsored by Scott Lewis
Beauty Salon and Bruggeman Construction
Company. Virtually all of the team's practices and
games were played outside.3
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In the spring of 1975, the White Bear Lake team took
third at the girls' peewee state tournament. The
team lost to eventual state champion Phalen in the
semi-finals. They finished with a season record of
16-6-2 and a conference record of 9-3-2. The team
scored 43 goals and allowed only 18 in league play.
They recorded six shutouts and finished third in the
league. The team was a member of the
Metropolitan Area Hockey League under the
auspices of MAHA. They finished the year by
defeating the OK Hardware boys' squirt team 1-0 in
an exhibition game. The boys' team was the
intramural league champion, and they were stifled by
the girls' defensive play. Lisa Erhardt scored the lone goal on a breakaway in the final
minutes of the game. The girls' peewee team also defeated New Brighton's girls' team
during the intermission of the Minnesota Fighting Saints hockey game. Coach Geyer
came upon the coaching job by chance. When his daughter wanted to play, he took her
to a tryout and saw a note for volunteers. He thought they already had coaches and
just needed helpers. Geyer had not played or coached any sport on a competitive level,
but stepped into the job. He was assisted by Dave Kolling, who also had a daughter on
the team.#

Wee's take 3rd

In anticipation of the July 1, 1976, date on which girls were to have athletic programs
equal to those for boys in all public schools, it was reported that there would be no
change in the length of the White Bear Lake boys' high school hockey season and that
there was a lack of interest by girls in participation in hockey.5

It was another ten years until girls' hockey began to take off again. By 1987, there were
150 girls' teams registered nationwide with USA Hockey.6

Chapter 2: Girls' Youth Ringette

Ringette was founded in 1963 in North Bay, Ontario, because some girls wanted to be
participants instead of just spectating at boys' hockey games. Ringette began in the
Twin Cities area around 1975.7 In a 1986 article, ringette was described as "a safe
alternative to hockey." At that time, more than 480 Minnesota girls were involved in
league play, mostly in the St. Paul suburbs. The game of ringette is played on a
standard hockey rink using a straight stick to carry, pass and shoot a soft rubber ring. It
can be a high-scoring affair due to the lack of congestion around the net. Defenders,
who carry red sticks, cannot go past the blue line in the offensive zone, and wings,
carrying blue sticks, cannot go back into their own defensive zone. Centers, with white
sticks, can go anywhere. The ring must be passed across the blue line -- it cannot be
skated across. No checking is allowed, and sticks cannot go over shoulder height. As
of 1991, there were over 60,000 girls playing ringette in Canada.®
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Ice ringette was introduced to the White Bear Lake area during the winter seasons of
1989-90 and 1990-91 by the Community Services Department of the White Bear Lake
School District. The Metro Ringette Association and the

Community Services Department held a "come-out-and-see-

what-it's-like" day in White Bear Lake. At that time, ringette

was the established varsity sport for girls in six high schools,

which in turn inspired interest at the youth levels. Fred Espe of

the Community Services and Recreation Department

contacted Fred Chase, who was involved in the White Bear

Lake Hockey and Skating Association, about trying to get

ringette started. Fred Chase was instrumental in getting

ringette started in White Bear Lake. It was not so much that he favored ringette over
hockey; it was that ringette was the sport that provided girls with the opportunity to play.
Fred Chase approached the hockey association board and asked if they would be
interested in starting a ringette program. Fred found that there was a great deal of
interest on the board in having the girls skate, and the association put ringette into their
in-house program. Players paid similar fees and received similar support as boys'
teams at the same level of play. Working through a committee, parents prepared flyers
and canvassed all of the elementary, middle, and high schools. This resulted in enough
girls to field two ringette teams the first year.®

On July 31, 1991, the Community Services and Recreation Department, in cooperation
with the Hockey and Skating Association, announced that ice ringette would be offered
for girls 14 years old and under in White Bear Lake. Sign-up was scheduled for
September 14 and 17, and costs ranged from $25 to $40.10

The inaugural season for the White Bear Lake girls' ringette program started in
November 1991. Fred Chase, Pat Chase and Jim Petryk coached the 9 and under
team, while Eric Tuckner, Phil Tuckner and Bob Bibeau coached the 11 and under team.
Ringette played a schedule equivalent to that of hockey. They
played on the same rinks as a similar age boys' team and
played their home games at the Sports Center. The ringette
parents were interested in getting the girls as much ice time as
they could, so they often bought unwanted ice, such as
holiday ice. In an effort to find equipment for the girls, Becky
Petryk was taken to the loft at the Hippodrome and boxes
were pulled out that Becky didn't think had been opened since
the 1940s. It was disgusting, moldy, and some of the
equipment was almost brittle. The goalie blocker was stuffed
with horse hair. While the association had a policy of loaning
goalie equipment to mite and "C" level teams, the better
equipment had already been loaned out, and they were trying
to outfit very small girls with equipment that was too big.
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In the inaugural season, the Petites (11 and under) lost their first game to South St.
Paul, a team that had had a program for five years. The Novices (9 and under) hosted
South St. Paul and surprisingly beat them 11-6. Leah Peyer had a hat trick, and
Christine Chase saved 12 of 18 shots.’2 In November of 1991, a new ice system at the
Hippodrome was put in place, and the Hippodrome became home to some ringette
practices and games.'3 Both ringette teams practiced together after school at the
Hippodrome. There were volunteer parents who picked the girls up from the various
schools and brought them to practice.'* On December 8, 1991, the White Bear Comco
Novice ringette team was defeated by Rosemount 9-8. White Bear hosted West St.
Paul on December 15.15 The 11 and under team finished their first season with a record
of 5-7-1.16

The White Bear Village Inn ringette team opened the 1992-93 season with a 2-1
record.’” Both the 9 & under and 11 & under teams were furnished with new equipment
from the association.'® Later in the season, the Orange 9 and under team beat St. Paul
and tied West St. Paul.?®

Each year, the Minnesota Amateur Sports Commission endorsed the Star of the North
Games held in the summer and winter in various parts of the state. The
Metro Ringette Association approached the Commission to request that
ringette be included in the winter games. Youth ringette players signed
up individually to participate, and they were drafted onto "friendship"
teams by position with players from other associations. These teams
then played in a two-day tournament. Many of the White Bear Lake
ringette players and coaches participated in the Star of the North games.
The ringette teams also participated in tournaments in Viroqua,
Wisconsin, St. Cloud, Minnesota, and Fargo, North Dakota, and even had a summer
league. At the end of each season, a banquet was held for all of the participating
teams.20

In the 1993-94 season, White Bear Lake fielded three teams (7 and under, 9 and under,
and 11 and under). Participation increased over 50 percent from the prior season,
mostly due to the canvassing efforts of Fred, Becky, and other devoted parents. Most of
the growth came from the younger players. White Bear Lake had more ringette players
than the other programs in the Metro Ringette Association.2! In October 1994, Jim
Petryk coined a true phrase about ringette saying, "Ringette: it's not your brother's
sport!"22

The White Bear Lake Association hosted "Super Sunday," the Metro league playoff
championship games, on March 13, 1994. The top four teams in each of the three age
divisions participated in these playoffs. The White Bear Lake 11 and under team played
in the Third/Fourth Place game. The 7 and under team also participated with the other
7 and under teams in the league.23

The World Championships were hosted by South St. Paul and Rosemount on March
19-27, 1994, and included national teams from the United States, Finland, Russia,
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Sweden and Canada. This nine-day event was held in conjunction with the Minnesota
Ringette Classic. The event featured youth ringette games at all age levels from 7 and
under to 18 and under, as well as international team practices and games. All five
White Bear Lake teams participated in this event.24

Youth ringette league standings as of January
30, 1995, found the White Bear Lake 9 and
under team in second place, and the 11 and
under and 15 and under teams each in third
place. League playoffs were scheduled for
the end of February, and league winners were
to be determined on Super Sunday. The 9
and under team won its first ever state ringette
championship on Super Sunday.25. The 15
and under team placed 4th in the second
annual North American Cup,26 and White Bear
Lake had 12 parent coaches participate in the
Star of the North Winter Games.2”

In February of 1995, the 1994-95 National Ringette team was announced and included
our very own Jodi Bibeau. She participated in the 1996 World Championships played in
Stockholm, Sweden, in which the USA team finished third.28

Chapter 5 of this history discusses the formation of girls' high school hockey in
Minnesota, which stemmed from a push by parents to introduce girls' high school
ringette. With the approval of high school hockey and the defeat of high school ringette
by the Minnesota State High School League in March of 1994 came the demise of
formal youth ringette. In the long run, this was probably the right decision as colleges
were playing hockey and not ringette.29

In September of 1995, the White Bear Hockey and Skating Association was taking
registrations for both girls' hockey and ringette, and fees ranged from $100 to $155.30
There were around 45 girls signed up for ringette and another 45 girls signed up for
hockey. When ringette did not go forward, the association ended up with about 90 girls
playing hockey this first year. This was also the first season that the association
elevated girls' hockey to a board position, and Becky became the first girls' director.
Prior to that time, ringette was not allowed a person on the board and was treated like
the in-house and C-level teams.3!

On Monday, May 20, 1996, an informational meeting was held for parents and their
daughters to discuss the return of the ice ringette program.32 Andrew Ervin continued
an informal ringette program for the next several years, but this program was not
sponsored by the association. Fred Chase provided this group with ringette equipment
for their use. In the 1996-97 season, Cottage Grove, St. Paul, St. Cloud, and Viroqua,
Wisconsin, still had ringette programs. While there was some interest from girls in the
area in playing ringette, Mr. Ervin struggled to field a true White Bear Lake team and
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ended up combining with Cottage Grove at the 10 and under level. St. Paul was the
only other local ringette team that remained active. The combined White Bear Lake/
Cottage Grove team traveled to Emo, Ontario, to play. The ringette program continued
into the 1997-98 season, but St. Paul's program folded. The combined team had
players from White Bear Lake, Stillwater, Maplewood, North St. Paul and Cottage
Grove, and they referred to themselves as the East Metro Ringette Association. Mr.
Ervin was able to put together a small tournament with two teams from Ontario who
came down to play. The team continued to travel to Emo and Kenora, Ontario, and they
were able to get the Emo team to come to a town on the Iron Range for some games.

In late 1999, Mr. Ervin was invited to an International Ringette Federation meeting, from
which he was able to patch together a USA team with some teenage girls and a few
Canadians to compete in a World Tournament with Finland and Sweden. The team was
not highly competitive, but what resulted from that World Tournament was that two girls'
teams from Finland and Canada came to Stillwater for a tournament in late 2000. The
local ringette program lasted one more season, the 2000-01 season, before calling it
quits.33

Chapter 3: The State of Girls' Youth
Hockey in Minnesota

While this chapter does not specifically provide history of girls' hockey in White Bear
Lake, | believe it is necessary to show how quickly the sport of hockey has grown.

By January of 1993, women's ice hockey had been approved as a sport in the 1998
Winter Olympics in Nagoya, Japan. More than 1,000 girls and women played hockey in
Minnesota on youth, high school and club teams. The University of Minnesota had two
club teams.34

In 1994-95, the year of the first high school girls' hockey tournament, participation in
girls hockey in Minnesota was at an all-time high. The number of girls' squirts and
peewees had nearly doubled in a year. Girls now had something to look forward to in
high school hockey, and the younger girls had role models. Without the youth levels,
the high school programs might have failed, as the youth levels were feeder programs
to the high schools. There were 90 girls' youth teams registered in Minnesota, including
40 at the 12 and under level.35

The Minnesota Amateur Hockey Association reported that the number of women and
girls playing hockey more than tripled from 1,000 in 1993-94 to 3,200 for the 1995-96
season.® [n the 1997-98 season, there were approximately 5,000 female hockey
players registered with MAHA, later renamed Minnesota Hockey. These numbers did
not include varsity and junior varsity players, as they did not register with MAHA. Girls'
participation in hockey sparked legislative proposals for funds to build numerous ice
arenas in the State to help provide adequate ice availability for both boys and girls.
Minnesota's amateur hockey program was three times larger than any other state, and
the girls program continued to be the model for other programs nationally.3”

Page 9



Minnesota Hockey instituted a 10 and under all-girls program for the first time in
1998-99. USA Hockey removed name references for the girls' age classifications and
referred to the girls as 10-under, 12-under, 15-under and 19-under. Lynn Olson, the
Minnesota Hockey director of girls'women's hockey, was quoted, "What say now the
naysayers of recent years who thought this dalliance in the sport of ice hockey by
females was soon to be a forgotten fad. | hope you have all jumped on the bandwagon
and enjoy watching hockey that stresses the pure skating, shooting and stick handling
skills of the game; celebrate the increase in the number of ice arenas because of the
added demand for ice hours; appreciate the addition of a new lifelong form of exercise
for yourself, your daughter or wife; value the positive economic impact on our state; and
marvel at the winning of an Olympic Gold Medal for our country by a women's team that
made us proud."38

Chapter 4: The Beginning of Girls' Youth Hockey in
White Bear Lake and Its Continued Success

The push for girls' hockey at both the youth and high school levels was occurring at the
same time and involved many of the same players. | decided it would be easier to
separate them into two different chapters. This chapter talks about the youth program,
and chapter 6 discusses how the high school girls' hockey program was formed.

In 1992, the White Bear Lake Hockey Association became the largest association in
Minnesota and the entire United States. It had some 1,100 players involved in
association hockey and not one of the teams at any level was a girls' team. Shari Taylor
Wilsey, formerly Shari Olson, tried to change that. She had two boys who were in the
White Bear Lake association, and her daughter, Hillary, skated on a boy's squirt team.
Shari spent the prior year educating herself on the current state of girls' hockey and
where it might be going at both the youth and high school levels. She went to a meeting
of the White Bear Lake Hockey Association and asked if a girls' program could be
started. She was told, "No." The president told her, "It is not the right time." When she
asked when would be the right time, she was just told, "Now is not the right time." Shari
went to the April 1992 annual board meeting and asked again, receiving the same
answer with no explanation. Olson felt White Bear Lake could have been a pioneer in
girls' hockey but didn't think the association was ready. Shari moved her daughter to
Roseville to play with a girls' team, along with one of two other White Bear Lake girls.
Shari kept trying to get a girls' hockey program established in White Bear Lake, but she
was met with much opposition from board members, coaches on boys' teams, and other
parents. She was repeatedly told, "You cannot have the boys' ice time. Shari tried to
point out that it was everybody's ice time, but she continued to receive resistance. Shari
was back at the next annual meeting in April of 1993, and once again went away
disappointed hearing the excuse of lack of ice time. She also attended a district
meeting and received the same types of responses.39
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Shari could not figure out with three ice sheets in White Bear Lake why something could
not be done for the girls so that they had the same opportunities to play hockey as did
the boys. She started asking around to find out if other girls were interested in playing
hockey. Often people would say no, but would give her the name of a neighbor or friend
who had a daughter they thought was interested. She would then follow up with that
family. Eventually, she ended up with enough girls to form two teams. Shari knew from
her experience with her boys that registering was simply a matter of signing them up
and paying the fees. With the girls' teams, she had to do much more.40

During the 1993-94 season, Shari again went to a regular monthly association meeting.
This time, she came with a written proposal for two girls' squirt teams, complete with
rosters, coaches, and a local sponsor for both teams, the Birch Lake Eye Clinic, which
was owned by the Grudems, who had two girls interested in playing. The parents of the
girls who were interested in hockey also attended this meeting. Many of the fathers
came from work still dressed in their suits. The board members had never met these
people, and Shari believes the board might have thought some of them were lawyers.
Although the association was not bound by Title IX, Title IX was front and center in the
discussion of girls' hockey in Minnesota, and Shari believes the association began
worrying about a lawsuit if they didn't come around on girls' hockey.*!

In 1994, the association board looked to Fred Chase for guidance, as White Bear Lake
was currently fielding a successful ringette program and they didn't want to shoot a
good thing in the foot. They asked Fred if he thought they should sponsor girls' hockey.
Fred thought that if a team could be put together, the association should sponsor it. He
was aware that both ringette and hockey were seeking varsity approval from the
Minnesota State High School League and felt that the two sports would shake
themselves out, both at the high school level and at the youth level. The Association
concurred.4?

In 1994, the formal White Bear Lake girls' youth hockey program began when the
association voted to add girls' hockey.#3 Not everyone in the association embraced the
addition of girls' hockey. The girls' teams received early morning, late night and holiday
ice times. They also had last pick of association-provided equipment. Prior to the
U14A's first game, a board member asked Coach Mike Holland if he could speak to the
girls. Thinking this board member was going to give the girls some words of
encouragement, Mike agreed; instead, the board member told the girls he didn't want
them to embarrass the association. Shari was the head coach for the younger girls'
team and recalls that before their first game, the referee, who was a White Bear Lake
parent, refused to shake her hand. Ken LaClair remembers having a scheduled
practice on an outdoor rink at North Campus. When he arrived, a boy's team was
practicing. He told the boys' coach he was scheduled on the ice, and the boys' coach
told Ken that the girls needed to practice on the other rink because the boys needed the
better ice. Ken always told his players they needed to be better than the boys because
someone was always watching and waiting to say that the girls did not belong on the
ice.44
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The first girls' squirt team was coached by Shari
Olson, Marty Gavin, and Denny Graven. The
peewee team head coach was Mike Holland. The
teams also included some girls from Dellwood as
Mahtomedi did not yet have a youth girls’ program.
Many of the former ringette players ended up on the
older team, but this team also saw the addition of a
high school girl who had never skated before. Shari
recalls getting this girl on the ice for the first time,
and the girl was grinning from ear-to-ear. As the
year went on, this girl's ability improved, but, more
importantly, she got the opportunity to play. The
peewee team finished 4th in the league and 3rd in
section playoffs.4®

This author asked Shari Olson if she received any retaliation because of her efforts.
She told me that her son Drew had always been an "A" goalie through the peewee and
bantam programs at White Bear Lake. When it came to the high school tryouts, Drew
was not selected. Shari always felt this was done as a punishment directed toward her.
She was torn between standing up for her daughter and feeling responsible for her
son's unfair treatment. Drew went on to play Junior Gold hockey under Mallard Teal
and was successful, even participating in a state tournament. After being asked for an
interview for this history, Shari called her son and talked to him about what had
happened. He told her that he loved playing Junior Gold, had a wonderful opportunity,
and not for one minute did he regret what happened.46

Trying to track down information about every girls' youth team over the past 19 years
would be daunting. Therefore, | have focused my attention on those youth teams that
advanced to regional tournaments before state tournaments were formed and to state
tournaments once they were formed. The following paragraphs celebrate these teams'
accomplishments. By doing so, | in no way intend to make light of the other girls' youth
teams and their many successes, both on and off the ice. Many of the teams have
incorporated service projects into their seasons, such as accepting donations for the
food shelves, sorting toys at the Toys for Tots drop-off site, and participating in the
World's Longest Sundae event benefitting the local Relay for Life program. In addition,
a tremendous number of girls playing youth hockey have been successful in the
classroom and have gone on to college.

This author is missing narratives for some of the state-bound teams and is hoping a

parent or player from those teams who reads this history can provide information to be
included in a future updated history.

Page 12



The White Bear Lake girls U12A team took first place in the league play for the 1997-98
season. They finished with a record of 10-1-1
in league play. The team had 209 goals
scored and 9 shutouts to their credit. They
went to regional playoffs (there was no state
tournament yet established). After losing their
first game to Wayzata 2-3, they beat Apple
Valley 2-1 and went on to win the consolation
game 3-2 against

Highland Central in . — T—
sudden death - R
overtime. The
team caught the
attention of
Minnesota House Representative Harry Mares, who wrote to
coach Ken LaClair on April 30th congratulating the team on
its successful season. He stated, "The success of our
community and its children are dependent upon the
contributions and volunteerism of many of our residents. ...

| wish to thank you for your contribution."47 o -

In 1998-99, U15B team went to the regional tournament.48

The1999-00 U15A team scored 95 goals and gave up 74 goals, finishing the season
with an overall record of 23-12-2. At State, they beat Bemidji 6-2, lost to West St. Paul
Sibley 4-0, and beat Wayzata 4-3 to capture third place.4®

In the 2003-04 season, there were no state tournaments for "B" level teams. Let's Play
Hockey, along with Minnesota Showcase Hockey, provided a post-season tournament
called the Let's Play
Hockey Cup for the top
eight teams in each age
division, based on LPH's
February rankings. This
season, a girls' division
was added to the
tournament. White Bear
Lake sent two teams to the
inaugural girls tournament:
the U12B Black team and
the U14B Black team.
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Black team scored 158
goals and gave up 65,
holding opponents to a
goals-against average of
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1.13 and finished second in the league and second in the district. They were
consolation champions of the Maroon Regional. In tournament play, they were
champions in the South St. Paul, St. Cloud, and Eagan tournaments, took second in the
Moose Goheen tournament, and were consolation champions in Anoka. The U12B
team did not win a game at the Let's Play Hockey Cup as the tournament coincided with
spring break. By Saturday, the team was down to only one defenseman, and by
Sunday, the team was down to only eight players. The U14B Black team won the
consolation trophy at the Mankato and Moose Goheen tournaments. They were District
2 League 3 playoff champions and finished as District 2 League runners-up. They
entered the Let's Play Hockey Cup as the sixth ranked team. Final Let's Play Hockey
rankings had the U12B Black in ninth place and the U14B Black in seventh place.50

The 2004-05 season brought the first championship title to a White Bear Lake girls'
hockey team at the U12 level. The U12A team brought home the trophy in exciting
fashion. The team was ranked in the top five
throughout the season. In tournament play,
they took consolation in the Hopkins
Tournament and championships in the Eagan
Invitational, the Woodbury Sweetheart Classic,
and the Moose Goheen. They finished second
in district league play. They made their way to
the state tournament through the back door at
districts and at regionals, losing their first J i1 Ear
games at each. A little foreshadowing found s O
the Bears losing their first game to Minnetonka -
at regionals. At the state tournament, the
Bears defeated Edina 4-1 in their first matchup.
They beat Roseau in the second game 5-2. The
championship game brought a rematch between the Bears
and the Skippers of Minnetonka, coached by former

-
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" BEARLAKE  Olympian, Mike Ramsey. The Bears held a 2-0 lead at the
U12A GIRLS end of the first period, but the Skippers battled back and tied
2005 STATE TOURNAMENT the game w_|th five minutes remaining in regulatlo_n. The_
BANNER CEREMONY score remained knotted through nearly four overtime periods
JUNE 11, 2005 with the Bears out-shooting the Skippers 14-2 in the final two

overtimes. With 24 seconds remaining in the fourth overtime,
Heidi Kwapick scored the winning goal, and the Bears
defeated Minnetonka 3-2. Coach Doyle received an email
from Joan Sochinski, the D2 Girls Coordinator and long-
standing supporter of women's hockey, stating, "the
championship game yesterday was one of the finest
examples of top-notch 12UA hockey | have ever seen. |too
was so very proud of all the girls who played in that game.
They played with class and incredible heart. | know they were exhausted, but they also
kept the penalties to a minimum. What great teams!" The Bears were appreciative of
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the Minnetonka team, coaches and fans, stating they "epitomize[d] the definition of good
sportsmanship." The Bears finished their season with an amazing record of 42-5.51

2004-05 brought the first "B" state tournaments, and White Bear Lake sent two teams:
the U14B Black and the U12B Black. The U12B Black team had an overall season
record of 23-8-6. They placed third at the
White Bear Lake tournament, second at
the Armstrong and St. Cloud
tournaments, and first at the Orono
tournament. They were the District 2
League champions, District 2 playoff
champions, and went 2-0 in regional play.
The team lost their first game at state to
Grand Rapids, won their second game
against St. Louis Park, and won the
consolation game against Anoka.

Kendra Dowdie scored the first ever goal
in a girls' "B" state tournament.52

The 2005-06 White Bear Lake U14A team entered the season with its sights on
returning to the state tournament and capturing another state title for White Bear Lake.
The team consisted of eleven players from the 2004-05 U12A state champions, who set
the bar high. The team was ranked in the top 5 in the state throughout the year and
was always in the hunt for tournament titles. Top challengers for the Bears came from
Edina, Minnetonka, and Centennial. A highlight for the
team was their trip to Brainerd, Grand Rapids, and
Cloquet. The overnight in Grand Rapids provided an
opportunity to share a pickup hockey game with the
Grand Rapids team in a snowstorm, followed by
refreshments in the warming house. This trip allowed
the team to become acquainted with the town of Grand
Rapids, which was the state tournament host. The
Bears won the district playoffs and secured a place at
state. A first round 7-3 win versus Bemidji, followed by
a 4-2 win over a solid Roseau team put the Bears in
the championship game against their chief rival, Edina. In the championship game,
White Bear Lake outplayed Edina, but ran into a hot goalie and lost a nail biter 0-1, with
the only goal scored coming off a deflection. The Bears pressured the Edina goalie
right to the end of the game, but could not get the equalizer. The Bears finished with an
overall record of 34-6-2, while winning the league title as well as the league playoff
title.53
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The U12A team started the 2005-06 season with a 14-0-1 record, despite having only
three returning players from the 2004-05 championship team (Hannah and Marissa
Brandt and Nicole Schaub). Let's Play Hockey had the
Bears ranked one or two all season. The Bears took first at
the Hall of Fame, Chaska, and Duluth tournaments and
finished second at the Moose Goheen. They finished first
in district league play and took second place in the District
2 playoffs, losing to Stillwater in an 8-1 rout. Later that
same day, they defeated Roseville for a berth to the
playdown tournament in which one team advanced to the
state tournament. It took six overtimes to decide the first
playdown game against Inver Grove Heights, with Erin
Cullin scoring the winning goal in a 2-1 win for the Bears.
The second game was also decided in overtime by a short-
handed goal by Hannah Brandt, giving the Bears a 3-2
victory. At the state tournament held in Warroad, the Bears
beat Crookston 2-1 in the first game and Lakeville 4-1 in
the second game. They faced Edina for the championship,
defeating the Hornets 3-0. In an email from Bob Gella, an
Edina U12A parent, to Coach Rick Hill, Mr. Gella stated, "I must tell you that after the
games that we have played this year, the championship game on Sunday stood out
amongst the others previously played. Not
because of what happened during the game but
after. | was speechless when your parents and
coaching staff gave our girls a standing ovation
when we came in to the lobby after the game on
Sunday. What a classy and special bunch of
players and parents you have. The only thing |
could do was give the WBL people a thumbs

up. ... The girls noticed your good will and it
made the bus ride home much easier." The Bears
finished the season with a record of 39-2-2, going
14-0-0 in district play, with 20 shutouts recorded for
goalie Maddie Abrahamson.54

The U14A team had
another successful
season in 2006-07,
finishing the year with an
overall record of 28-5-2,
and being ranked all year
in the top four by LPH. In
tournament play, they
took first at the Edina
Cake Eaters Tournament
and St. Louis Park
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Panther Classic. They took third at the Duluth Icebreakers and Star of the North
tournaments. They finished first in the league, first in league playoffs, and second in
regionals. They lost to Minnetonka 6-1 in the first game at State and lost to Roseau 3-2
in the second game. The highlight of the season was the team trip to Grand Rapids
where the girls had a chance to try their hand at dog sledding.55

In 2006-07, the U14B team went to the state tournament.
In 2006-07, the U12A team went to the state tournament.

In 2007-08 the U14B Black team took fourth place at
the state tournament. The team had an overall record
of 16-11-8. They scored 89 goals and gave up 69
goals. They took second place at the Augsburg
tournament, third place at the Faribault tournament,
and consolation at the Wayzata tournament.56

In 2010-11, the U14B team went to the state tournament.5”

The U12A team returned to the state tournament in 2012-13, taking home the third
place trophy. The team was ranked in the top five all season long. In tournament play,
they started out the season with the Edina Cake
Eater, taking second place in a hard-fought
battle against Edina for the championship.
They then followed up with a shootout victory
over Duluth for the championship at the Moose
Goheen. Their third tournament was at
Wayzata’s Holiday Star, in which they took
home their second championship of the season
with a win over Farmington. Their last
tournament was the Duluth Icebreakers, which
brought all the top teams in the state. After a slow
start, the Bears were able to capture third place in the
toughest tournament of the year. They made their
way to the state tournament through the back door at
districts and at regionals. At the state tournament,
they handled Brainerd with ease on a nice 4-0 victory.
In the semifinal, they played Edina and held a 1-0
lead over the Hornets after two periods. After the
period break, the Hornets fought back and scored two
goals. The hornet's game-winning goal was scored
with less than 30 seconds left in the game on the
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power play. After the disappointing loss, the Bears were able to scrape up enough
energy to make sure they placed in state. They ended up with a win over Farmington
3-2 in another hard-fought battle. The Bears finished the season with an impressive
overall record of 44-9-2. The success of the team was directly related to the hard work
ethic of the girls. The heart and passion they brought to the rink day in and day out was
second to none.58

The White Bear Lake U19B teams have seen numerous appearances at state
tournaments since 2007-08. Because many girls this age play on varsity or junior
varsity hockey teams, the number of U19 teams in the state is small and most, if not all,
participate in the state tournament each year. White Bear Lake is honored to be able to
provide its older girls with the opportunity to continue to enjoy the game of hockey by
playing on a U19 team.

Attached to this history as Attachment A is a spreadsheet of the girls youth state
tournament teams, including team members, coaches, records, tournament results and
other miscellaneous information. This is a work-in-progress, and this author hopes to
update the spreadsheet as additional information becomes available.

Chapter 5: The Introduction of Girls' High
School Hockey in Minnesota

Before | talk about girls' high school hockey in White Bear Lake, it is important to
understand how girls' high school hockey came to be in the State of Minnesota.

In 1991, a group of parents from five school districts (South St. Paul, North St. Paul-
Maplewood-Oakdale, Rosemount-Apple Valley-Eagan, West St. Paul-Mendota Heights,
and South Washington County) filed a sex discrimination complaint with the Department
of Education. They threatened further legal action if their schools did not come up with
a plan to put ice ringette in place for the 1991-92 school year. Armed with more than
2,000 signatures from girls interested in ringette, the parents asked their school districts
to have a plan in place by July 1. Each of the five school districts offered one more
sport for boys than it offered girls, even though state and federal law required boys and
girls to have access to the same number of sports.5® As a result of these efforts, three
school districts (West St. Paul-Mendota Heights, North St. Paul-Maplewood-Oakdale
and South Washington County) added ringette as a high school sport. These programs
were funded and operated, in part, by area ringette associations.60

On Tuesday, December 3, 1991, the first varsity ice ringette game was played between
Henry Sibley and Park of Cottage Grove. This event signaled the heating-up of the
debate over equal rights in gyms and arenas. The Department of Eduction found that
65 percent of high schools offered more sports for boys than girls, which was a violation
of the ten-year-old Title IX law.61
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There was a debate about whether schools should adopt ringette or girls' hockey as a
varsity sport. The White Bear Press sports editor in 1991, Eric Sorenson, felt ringette
seemed to "degrade women" by inferring that girls had to "play some watered down
version of hockey instead of the real thing." He felt that the girls had "proven
themselves on the hockey rink" and that "many girls are better athletes than boys."62
South St. Paul Ringette Coach Dick Presley believed ringette was "a pure girls sport.
Boys don't play it. ... Ringette is designed as a skating, passing and shooting game
that emphasizes team play. It doesn't allow one person to dominate. You can't hide a
weak player like in hockey."83

On March 23, 1992, a report was submitted to the Minnesota Legislature regarding
athletic equity in high schools. This report was funded by the Legislature through an
appropriation to the Office of the Attorney General and was prepared by Robert
Dildine.®4 One of the purposes of this report was to identify areas of gender inequality in
athletic offerings. Despite problems with reporting and collection, the data made clear
that athletic programs for boys and girls were not equal. There were more varied sports
offerings for boys, more money spent on boys' athletics, and more money spent per
participant for boys' athletics.

In a bill that was approved by the Minnesota House on April 14, 1992, and expected to
receive Senate approval, school districts that owned their ice arenas were required to
offer girls equal time on the ice, including prime practice time, as well as offering girls'
junior varsity ice sports, such as ringette and girls' hockey. This bill affected about a
dozen school districts.®> It was unclear if it included White Bear Lake's arenas. Prior to
this bill, many girls' teams in the state were practicing at 5:00 in the morning.66

In a 1993 MSHSL survey, over 8,000 girls said they would play high school hockey if it
were offered (nearly 3,300 girls said they would play high school ice ringette). In
answer to that call, eight girls' hockey teams representing 11 schools took to the ice for
the inaugural 1993-94 campaign, even though the sport was not yet sanctioned by the
MSHSL.67

Two women who were instrumental in promoting girls' high school and youth hockey
were Mitzi Witchger and Emily Sherman, who agreed to commit one year of their time in
1993 to doing whatever it took to get girls' hockey at any level. They started a
newsletter and began contacting parents of girls who wanted to play. Sherman focused
on youth hockey, while Witchger took on the high schools, developing a standard
presentation and taking it to school districts around the state. Burnsville, one of the first
high schools Witchter visited, became the first high school in the state to announce
plans for a sanctioned girls' hockey team the following year. It helped that Burnsville
was in serious trouble over gender-discrimination and was in serious threat of being
sued. Shearman had the hardest time in White Bear Lake, which was the first youth
association she visited. They were the only association that wouldn't let her set up a
table at their annual registration.68
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The ongoing debate continued between these two fledgling sports. Hockey was thriving
in the western suburbs, and ringette had its backers in the east. Girls in both sports
were thrilled to be part of something new, even historic. For ringette or girls hockey to
receive MSHSL sponsorship, it needed approval by two-thirds of those voting in the
March assembly meeting.t® Ringette supporters were told by the MSHSL that new
sports were not sanctioned until there were so many teams playing at a club level. It is
not clear what spurred what, but when ringette supporters approached the MSHSL, so
did girls' hockey.”0

In March of 1994, in a closed-door session, girls' hockey posted an historic victory when
it was approved as an MSHSL-sponsored activity. However, ringette went down to
defeat by a vote of 35 yes to 50 no votes, with White Bear Lake voting to approve
ringette. Mike Norsten, president of Ice Ringette USA found it "hard to believe that the
league could sanction one without the other. To do the right thing would be to sanction
both."71

Twenty-four girls high school hockey teams competed in the
1994-95 inaugural season, while an additional 12 schools had
junior varsity teams. John Bartz, MSHSL girls' hockey
coordinator, said, "l think girls' hockey is going to explode. ...
| think we'll have 45-50 teams playing by next year." Many
girls made a quick transition from playing ringette to hockey.”2

On February 24-25, 1995, the first Girls State Hockey
Tournament was held at Aldrich Arena with four teams
participating: Stillwater, Apple Valley, South St. Paul and
Henry Sibley/West St. Paul. Apple Valley took home the
championship trophy."73

The arrival of girls' hockey at the high school and youth levels

meant more pressure on already saturated local ice time. It was felt that the best
solution would be to build more arenas, meaning taxpayers would have to pick up some
of the costs.”4

The Minnesota Ice Arena Task Force, established by the State Legislature,
recommended the development of 20 to 30 indoor ice rinks across the state and
spending $2.92 million a year over the next two years to build and upgrade ice arenas.
This plan included a state grant program to fund up to ten ice sheets per year, along
with other initiatives.”>. Shari Olson tried to persuade the White Bear Lake Hockey
Association to support girls' hockey and try to obtain some of these arena dollars, but
she could not convince the board to do so.76

Girls' hockey in Minnesota had grown dramatically in its first four years. In 1994-95,
there were 24 varsity teams; in 1997-98, there were 83.77 The Minnesota Gopher
Women's team played its inaugural hockey game against Augsburg on November 2,
1997.78 This tremendous growth was predicted to make a sooner than expected impact
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at the collegiate level. Varsity programs at Bemidji, Mankato, Duluth and St. Cloud were
ready to begin play in 1998-99 if they each received a $250,000 grant as part of the
Mighty Duck ice arena program of the Minnesota Amateur Sports Commission. Tom
Duffy, commission chairman, stated, "This would help the schools and give our young
women an opportunity to stay in Minnesota to continue their educations and play
hockey."”?

Minnesota boasted 98 varsity and approximately 45-50 junior varsity teams in the
1998-99 season. Minnesota had five Division | and nine Division Ill university programs
by the 1999-00 season. Minnesota universities were expected to have more
scholarship dollars available to female ice hockey players in the 1999-00 season than
the east coast.80

Chapter 6: The Beginning of the Girls' High
School Hockey Program in White Bear Lake
and Its Continued Success

Shortly after youth ringette got its start in White Bear Lake, Fred Chase began to push
to get the girls skating at a high school varsity level. Fred met with the White Bear Lake
High School Athletic Director, Scott Kephart, and on December 21, 1992, Fred made an
"official request that 'Ice Ringette' be included as a winter interscholastic sport available
to secondary girl students."81

On June 14, 1993, Fred and Becky Petryk met with David Behlow, the Assistant
Superintendent of Secondary Education at White Bear Lake. At that time, they
presented a report on interscholastic athletic equity in White Bear Lake Area schools
using data from 1989-90 through 1991-92, which showed significant inequalities
between participation by and expenditures on behalf of males and females. They also
presented a report on ice ringette and why it should be offered as a high school sport for
females. This report explained the game of ringette, its current status in other high
school districts, and the local interest. It also included letters of commitment from 25
secondary and 32 elementary students and their parents and petitions containing 346
signatures expressing interest in ringette becoming a lettering high school sport. Fred
and Becky were disappointed that White Bear Lake's Athletic Interest Survey had not
been completed by April 1, 1993, as requested by the MSHSL, but were pleased that
the survey had been administered to students prior to the end of the school year, and
that the district intended to form a task force charged with reviewing sports equity and
offerings.82

After much follow up, the Gender Equity in Athletics Task Force was established and
met monthly from December 1993 through March 1994.83 The committee found that
White Bear Lake high schools lacked winter contact sports for girls and recommended
adding a sport.84
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At this same time, Shari Olson and Mike Norton were talking with then superintendent,
Ted Blaesing, and others at the high school about adding girls' hockey as a varsity
sport. They met with resistance at the high school level similar to that at the youth level,
but with Title IX taking front stage in the discussion about girls' hockey, it was only a
matter of time before the high schools were going to have to comply. The school was
concerned about where the girls were going to get ice time and how to pay for the
program. It is not surprising that the concern about costs was the same as was
expressed in 1973 when the school board discussed adding girls' athletics after the
passage of Title IX in 1972. In 1994, the peewee girls' team was comprised of girls
aged 12 to 15, and girls over the age of 15 would have had no place to play if high
school hockey was not added. It was also known that oftentimes the number of players
increased when girls were allowed to play on an all-girls' team rather than competing
with the boys. In Shari's opinion, as well as other supporters of girls' hockey, adding
girls' hockey was a no-brainer, and that hockey should be opened up to their daughters
to give them the same opportunities as the boys to play and go on to receive college
scholarships. 85

In March of 1994, when the MSHSL approved girls' hockey and voted down ice ringette,
Fred and others in White Bear Lake changed their focus from ringette to hockey.86

In early 1995, the White Bear Lake school district was facing cuts to its sports and
course offerings as part of a $4.2 million budget reduction due to the voters not
approving the last school levy. Some school board members leaned toward cutting all
sports programs in the face of increased class sizes and loss of some academic
courses. Doing so would have saved the district about $447,000. Superintendent Ted
Blaesing recommended cutting some sports programs, but keeping those sports that
brought in money and adding girls' hockey to better comply with federal gender equity
rules. The estimated cost to start a girls' hockey program was between $32,000 and
$37,000. School board member Renee Jenson, upset that the board would ignore a
state gender equity issue, made a motion at the January school board meeting to
eliminate funding for the boys' hockey coach until the board started a girls' team. The
motion failed for lack of a second. The group PRIDE (Parents and Residents Involved
in the Development of Extracurricular Activities) met to discuss increased user fees,
community fundraising in the hopes of raising $125,000, and other adjustments in the
budget to maintain sports and extracurricular programs, including the possible addition
of girls' hockey.8”

Mitzi Witchger visited the White Bear Lake school board meeting on February 27, 1995,
to urge the district to start a girls' hockey team despite its financial troubles. Public
schools could no longer take Title IX to mean only that they must offer an equal number
of girls' and boys' teams, and lack of money was no longer a valid excuse. This was an
awkward time for White Bear Lake as it had been a long-time hockey powerhouse,
which made it difficult to turn down local requests for a high school girls' team.88
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After dozens of parents and students pleaded at the school board meeting for a girls'
varsity hockey team, the board appointed a subcommittee to find a way to start one.
The subcommittee was to report their findings at the next board meeting in March.8?

As of March 1995, White Bear Lake was the only school in the conference that had not
yet jumped on the hockey bandwagon, but was under pressure from hockey parents to
find a way to start a team despite the recent budget cuts. Parent Mike Norton said the
district had admitted it was out of compliance with gender equity rules, and parents had
filed equity grievances under Title IX. Parents wanted the district to commit about
$4,500 for a head coach's salary. The district estimated $44,000 for equipment and ice
time, but Norton said parents had suggested ways to cut those costs by as much as
$20,000.%

On March 28, 1995, it was announced that White Bear Lake would add girls' varsity
hockey next year under a no-extra-cost compromise approved by the district. Board
members and parents came up with a one-year plan to put girls onto free ice for
practices at the White Bear Lake Hippodrome, a district-owned facility. The head
coach's salary was to come from the $100,000 the district had already agreed to spend
on extracurricular activities. Other costs were to come from community fundraising
efforts. The girls were to furnish their own equipment.®?

The White Bear Lake City Council received a request from the school district to rent ice
for ten girls' varsity hockey games in the 1995-96 season. The Council wanted to wait
for an informal opinion from the Office of the Minnesota Attorneys General as to whether
the city was required to comply with the request. It was unclear whether the recent
state law providing that any public ice arena that gave more prime ice time to groups of
one gender may not deny a request for prime ice time from the group of the
underrepresented gender applied to the Sports Center. The city attorney called the law
ambiguous and poorly drafted. Despite not having a formal opinion, Mayor Pattie
Butcher urged the council to grant the request. At the May 23, 1995, White Bear Lake
City Council meeting, the members voted 3-2 to grant the school district's request.?2

In the fall of 1995, for the first time ever, White Bear
Lake had a girls' varsity hockey team, consisting of
one senior, five juniors, seven sophomores and three
freshmen. White Bear Lake decided to maintain its
15 and under youth team as opposed to having those
girls move up to the high school hockey team. Many
other teams in the state pulled girls from middle
school to field their high school teams. The White
Bear Lake high school team, along with Roseville and
Hill Murray, joined a number of second-year teams in
the Twin Cities Suburban Conference. The girls got
out of school early so they could practice at the
Hippodrome and played their games at the White
Bear Sports Center. Sophomore captain Nicole
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Norton scored the first ever goal for White Bear Lake in a 4-2 win over Edina. The girls
wore an "SLK" patch in memory of former athletic director Scott L. Kephart, who had
recently passed away and was a supporter of girls' hockey. The team finished third at
the Spartan tournament in Richfield and lost their first round playoff game to the St. Paul
Blades. The team finished the season with a 4-17-1 record, with seven of the losses
being by only one goal. Head coach Mike McKenzie believed the girls were there to
play serious hockey and deserved respect. He wanted to help establish a respected
sport that would stay around. Commenting on the inaugural season, he said, "We can
look forward to using our learning from this year as a solid foundation for the future."93

The Bears' second season saw the boys' team move from the County rink to the Sports
Center and the girls move from the Hippodrome to the County rink for their practices.
The girls did not have a locker room at the County
rink and were given an unused shower in the
South Campus high school where they stored
their equipment after practice every night.%4 This
second season also saw the addition of a junior
varsity team, and the varsity win totals more than
tripled. The team lost in the first round of section
playoffs to Henry Sibley. They finished the
1996-97 season with an overall record of 14-8-1,
which ranked them ninth in the Metro Area
rankings. Senior Sarah Grans stated, "We had a
great year. We worked very hard and played

well together. We also beat Hill twice."9

The third season proved to be very successful.
The Bears ended the 1997-98 season with a
record of 15-9, two wins over Hill-Murray, a third-
place finish at the Park-Cottage Grove
tournament, tied for second place in the Twin
Cities Suburban East Conference (a conference
that included three of eight state tourney teams),
and a tenth place St. Paul Pioneer Press final
Metro-Area ranking. Coach McKenzie,
commenting on the graduating seniors, stated,
"[t]hey had been the core of this program since
the beginning three years ago. They can feel very
proud that they helped develop a high quality tradition of girls hockey in WBL.: this is
their lasting legacy."%

The 1998-99 season proved more challenging for the Bears, as they faced competition
from three of the teams that eventually made it to the state tournament. The girls
captured fourth place in the Suburban East Conference and finished the season with a
13-10-2 record. Highlights from the season included (1) the program's first ever win
against Stillwater, (2) the Bears never lost a game to rival Hill Murray (one win and one
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tie), the only team in the conference to make that claim, and
(3) winning two section playoff games against Proctor-
Hermantown and Chisago Lakes. Senior captain Alison
Holland reflected on her time as a Bear, "l couldn't have
asked for more. | played for White Bear Lake for its first four
seasons and saw the team grow. | am proud of the program
we've made because | know we're going to be first in our
conference soon."9”

The 1999-00 team returned an experienced group of

players, who were responsible for 89 goals last season.

Highlights from the Bear's fifth season included two victories

over conference rival Moundsview. White Bear Lake was

the only team in the conference to beat Hill Murray, not once,

but twice in the season. The Bears finished their
season with an overall record of 14-9-1,
finishing fourth in the Suburban East
Conference. At the end of the season, Michael
McKenzie resigned as head coach and stated,
"As the original coach for WBLAHS Girls
Hockey | have had the good fortune to be a
part of an exciting and rewarding experience. ...
The program is currently one that the school
and community can truly take pride in. ... The
program here at WBLAHS has been on the
forefront of [the] growth and development [of
girls hockey as a sport in Minnesota)."?8

The 2000-01 season found the Bears with a new head coach in Jon Anderson. The
team beat Hill Murray two times during the year and tied them once. They took first
place in the Centennial Holiday Hockey Classic. The team earned its first ever trip to
the section championship with a first-round
bye and wins over Moundsview and Anoka.
They were denied their first ever trip to the
state tournament by the unbeaten Blaine
Bengals. The team finished with an overall
record of 21-4-1 and was ranked eighth in
the Let's Play Hockey rankings and third in
the St. Paul Pioneer Press rankings. Coach
Anderson said, "The girls did a great job;
they improved every day in practice like a
good team needs to do. | had a real
enjoyable first year coaching these girls."
Coach Anderson was named the MCGHA
Section 4 Coach of the Year.®®
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2001-02 was the season in which the prediction of former captain Alison Holland came
true. The Bears beat Roseville for the first time since the program began in 1995 to tie
Roseville for the conference championship. They went on to beat Tartan, North St. Paul
and Hill Murray in the Section 3AA playoffs to advance to the state tournament. This
was the first season that the girls' state tournament was played in two classes. The first
matchup was between White Bear Lake and
Lakeville, neither of which were ranked in the
final coaches' poll. White Bear Lake defeated
s & _ Lakeville 3-2 in overtime. Jackie Foley
o (1Y & i S\t ‘1 scored the opening goal for the Bears, and
pog /0. 52 Q 9.8 ¥1+ _ Becky Steiner scored the goal to send the
& $ 7 ¥ *‘ " ‘ & B8 game to overtime. The Bears outshot
- : S Lakeville 31-16 and had two goals disallowed
before Melissa Mondo scored the winning
goal five minutes, 16 seconds into overtime.
While the boys' and girls' hockey teams are
separate entities, the girls were aware of the
boy's tournament history -- 25 appearances,
zero quarterfinal victories. "It was nice to
break that hex on the girl's side," said Coach Jon Anderson. The Bears beat Burnsville
in the semi-final game to advance to the championship game. Martina Korinek and
Shannon Bergmann scored in regulation for the Bears. Once again, Mondo came
through with the winning goal in overtime. After scoring the goal, Mondo lost her right
glove and was stepped on by a teammate's
skate, requiring stitches. She squeezed the
game-winning puck during the procedure, but
the injury did not prevent her from playing in
the championship game against South St.
Paul. Tied at 1-1 going into the third period of
the championship game, Ashley Albrecht
scored the winning goal for South St. Paul.
Forwards Melissa Mondo and Becky Steiner,
and goalie Laura Brennan were named to the
All-Tournament Team. Melissa summed up
the season stating, "We really came together at the end of the season. We learned how
to support each other and keep our feet moving." The Bears finished the season with a
record of 25-5-1. Jackie Foley finished her high school playing career as the only player
who played varsity for six years. Julie LaClair also finished her playing career with six
years at junior varsity and varsity.100

With the success of last year's team, a lot of pressure was placed on the girls to repeat.
The team returned 15 seniors on the varsity roster. As the 2002-03 season came to a
close, the Bears' hopes for that repeat were dashed by a 3-2 section loss to Stillwater.
Despite the loss, the Bears boasted wins during the season over Hill Murray, Stillwater,
and a sweep over Roseville, giving White Bear Lake a third place conference finish.
The Bears finished the season with a 13-12-2 overall record. Andrea Peterson was
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named to the All-Metro First Team and received All-State honors. Laura Brennan was
one of the top five finalists for Goalie of the
Year. Named to the MGCHA All-Academic
team were Sarah Anderson, Laura
Brennan, Julie LaClair, Melissa Mondo and
Allison Quinn. Commenting on the season,
Junior Megan Glaser said, "We really had a
lot of fun this year. | enjoyed coming each
and every day to play." Senior Captain
Andrea Peterson echoed those comments,
"We didn't end up where we wanted to be,
but all in all it was fun. It was awesome
playing with such good friends. Thanks to
the people that supported us."101

The 2003-04 season found the girls with new locker room space. The City of White
Bear Lake performed a $200,000 renovation at its Sports Center to create a locker room
that met Title IX standards for the girls' varsity hockey team. Construction started in the
spring. The city paid for the initial renovation, with the school district to reimburse the
city over the next ten years through increases in ice rental costs. The renovations
created a permanent larger girls' locker room with
space similar to that available for the boys' team. - 2
Prior to the renovation, the girls' team used a i _
public locker room, and players carried their gear -
with them. The Bears finished the 2003-04
season with a record of 8-16-2. They finished
fourth in the Centennial Holiday Classic and
received the 3AA sixth seed, losing to Centennial
in the section playoffs. Senior captain Kari
Kieger said, "The team was very young compared
to the other teams | have been on. I'm not used
to losing this much, but it was still fun." This
statement showed that
even though the season didn't go quite as planned, the
players still had a good time playing as a team. What the
team did not accomplish on the ice, it accomplished in the

NN classroom, being named the State AA Academic Champions
nﬂ@n_-.u% with a 3.938 GPA.102
CHAMPIO S The Bears suffered some growing pains last season, but

returned much of their line-up for the 2004-05 season. They
grabbed an early share of first place in the SEC and were a
top 20 team in the Let's Play Hockey rankings. While the
Bears had their ups and down this season, the girls
remained focused and determined. They had several
successful winning streaks, including their first place finish in
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the Centennial Holiday Classic. The Bears received the sixth seed in Section 4AA
playoffs, but fell to Blaine in the quarterfinals. The team finished with a 12-15-0 overall
record. The team captured its second consecutive State AA Academic Championship
with a 3.91 GPA. Christina Thurmer was awarded a Top 100 State Academic Award
given to seniors.103

The 2005-06 team took third place in the Centennial Holiday Classic and finished fifth in
the Suburban East Conference. On January 21st, the team played Moundsview at the
Schwan Super Rink in front of a crowd of 729, which set a girls' high school game
attendance record. Businesses from both
communities and the White Bear Lake girls'
hockey booster club helped organize and
promote this event, the purpose of which was to
entice first time fans to the rink and give them a
taste of how far girls' hockey had come in
Minnesota. White Bear Lake beat Moundsview,
and nearly $500 was raised through a chuck-a-
puck contest that benefited Special Olympics
Minnesota. The team lost to Blaine in section
playoffs and finished the season with a 10-12-4
overall record. The team was awarded the ey
State AA Academic Championship for the third
consecutive year with a 3.95 GPA. Sarah

Toupal, Taylor David, Kayla Hill and Nicole Heininger received the Top 100 State
Academic Award given to seniors. Sarah Toupal received All-State Honorable Mention
and was quoted as saying, "l never knew how lucky | was to be a WBL hockey player
until | could look back on it all." Other graduating seniors shared similar sentiments.
Kayla Hill stated, "We didn't end up where we wanted to be, but we sure had fun trying";
Carrie Kwapick said, "We played hard and never gave up"; and Taylor David thanked
her teammates for "wonderful memories."104

Gt high sches] yomis liets ut
sets attendance record %""“E‘E’M

—e

The 2006-07 team season found the Bears with
an experienced team that had good speed, a
balanced offense, and good chemistry. The
team worked extremely hard, following their
motto of "Hustle, Desire, Discipline," to finish
with an overall record of 8-14-4. They lost to
Irondale 3-2 in section play. Four girls received
All-State Academic awards (3.8 GPA throughout
their four years in high school): Nicole Kwapick,
Jessica Meyer, Christina Hirsch and Whitney
Esson.105
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The Bears returned nine Seniors on the Varsity squad and finished the 2007-08 season
with a solid 14-9-3 record. They finished in third place in the Centennial Holiday Classic.
Finishing the season with a tie against
Roseville and a win against Stillwater, the
Bears claimed a third place finish in the SEC
and climbed to a top ten ranking in Let's Play
Hockey. The Bears lost to Cretin-Derham
Hall in the first round of playoffs -- CDH went
on to win the section title and took third place
at state. Coach Anderson was "proud of how
the girls worked together throughout the year"
finishing "10-3-3 in the toughest conference in
the state." Madeline Lenz received All-State
recognition, and Chelsea Zahler, Sydney
Bruestle, Sarah Sward, Cali David and
Madeline Lenz received All-State Academic awards.106

— The girls hockey team found themselves with
e "-"]" W a2 new head coach in Jerry Kwapick for the
" [ Ll

il

Al 2008-09 season. The team had a very

a2~ ) successful season as they dominated games
against an impressive SEC and other non-
conference opponents. The Bears finished
with a 15-10-2 record and nabbed a third
place conference finish. The Bears' defense
gave up only two and one half goals per
game. The Bears
beat North St.
Paul, but fell to
Roseville in

section playoffs.

Cady Dueber received an All-State Academic award.97

2009-10 was another successful season for the Bears. They
returned 13 players from last year's varsity team. They
remained at or near the top of the talent-packed Suburban
East Conference most of the year. Their overall season
record was 17-7-3, with the Bears losing only to ranked
teams. They finished in second place in the Suburban East
conference, but fell to Hill Murray 4-2 in playoffs. Melissa
Mondo was named Section 4AA Assistant Coach of the
Year.108
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Despite losing 12 players to graduation, the Bears continued to improve in the 2010-11
season finishing with an overall record of 21-5-1 (a record similar to that of the 2000-01
team and the 2001-02 State Runner-Up team).
They finished second in the SEC. This was the
first girls' high school team to play in the new
Vadnais Heights Sports Center, with Kristi
Longendyke scoring the first goal for the Bears in
the new facility. Many volunteer parents helped
move the lockers from the Sports Center to the
new locker room at Vadnais, and the girls were

ey
‘ TR tasked with painting the new locker room. The
— Bears had a

19-game ' :

winning " -

streak from
November 30 through January 27. They took first
place in the Centennial Holiday Classic and
defeated the Roseville Raiders for the first time
since 2003. The Bears received the top seed for
section playoffs. Four team in the section ranked
among the top ten teams in the state. The Bears defeated St. Paul, but lost to Hill-
Murray 4-3 in the semifinal game.1%® Nicole Schaub was the only player who was part
of both U12A back-to-back state championship teams to have completed her high
school career in a Bears uniform.

T

After losing key teammate Sam Hanson to an injury,
the 2011-12 team pulled together and finished with
a strong season. The team's overall record was
17-6-4. They beat the Minneapolis Novas and lost
to Roseville in section playoffs. Hayley Hill finished
her high school career as the leading point scorer
for White Bear Lake with 171 points, surpassing
Andrea Peterson, who had held the record at 143
points since 2003. Jerry Kwapick was named
Section 4AA Head Coach of the Year.110
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The 2012-13 season was a difficult one for
the Bears. They finished with an overall
record of 5-16-5. The team's season came
to an end with a loss to Roseville in section
playoffs. The team graduated ten seniors,
including Morgan Lenz, who had managed
the team for the past four years."

Attached to this history as Attachment B is a list of the high school team rosters by
season. Attached as Attachment C is a spreadsheet of high school team and individual
awards and other recognition by season. Attached as Attachment D are historical
statistics for the varsity skaters and goalies.

Nearly every year, the high school girls' hockey team participated in community service
projects, such as the Holiday Adopt-A-Program and making blankets for the East Metro
Women's Shelter. They also had a yearly shindig or sleepover, a silly initiation for the
incoming players, spaghetti and other team dinners, and a Skate with the Bears event.
They often did fundraising events, including bagging groceries at Cub. Here are some
pictures from over the years from these team events:
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SKATE WITH THE BEARS

JOUN US AT THE WHITE BEAR LAKE SFONTS CENTER
THURSDAY JANUARY 15T 2004
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Chapter 7: The Academic Achievements of the Bears,
Individual and Team

The Bears are currently in their 19th season. In addition to the on-ice successes of the
program and individual players, the Bears have had many girls who have received
academic honors. Since the MGCHA started awarding team academic awards in the
1997-98 season, the Bears have been the Section Academic Champions an incredible
nine times and were the State AA Academic Champions three consecutive seasons
(2003-04, 2004-05 and 2005-06). In addition, the Bears have had 23 All-State
Academic winners since the award was first given out in the 2001-02 season.

| was allowed access to the high school archive folders at the South Campus and was
able to locate information about year-end individual academic awards, honors and
scholarships for the girls who played high school hockey at White
Bear Lake in their junior and senior years. Attachment E to this
history is a list of those academic honors. A few of
the award banquet and graduation programs were
missing from the school archives. | have left the
names of all juniors and seniors on the spreadsheet
in case these missing records are found or
information can be provided by others for a future
updated history. This spreadsheet does not include
recognition for all the players who were on the "A" or "B" honor rolls
during their four years of high school, as locating that information would
have been very time-consuming.

Chapter 8: Recognizing Youth Alumni That
Played College Hockey

The girls' youth program has produced 41 Division | and Division Il players, many of
whom have had very successful college careers, both on and off the ice. In addition,
one ringette player went on to play on the national ringette team.

Although not all of these girls played their high school hockey in a Bears uniform, it is
the belief of many, including this author, that all of these girls learned to play hockey and
developed as hockey players at the youth level in the White Bear Lake Association,
playing with other White Bear Lake girls and under the instruction of White Bear Lake
coaches. Their successes in high school and college stemmed from the experiences
they had as youth in the White Bear Lake girls' hockey programs. It is for this reason
that all youth alumni are being recognized, no matter where they played their high
school hockey.
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Attached as Attachment F is a spreadsheet of the White Bear Lake youth alumni that
have gone on to play college hockey, including their college statistics through the
2012-13 season, as recorded by USCHO.com. | hope to include Attachment G in a
future updated history, which will be a spreadsheet of awards and recognition earned by
the White Bear Lake youth alumni during their college years.

Chapter 9: The Current State of the Girls' Hockey
Program and What the Future Holds

In 2012, Steve Snyder described the current state of the White Bear Lake girls' hockey
program as being strong with about 160 girls in the program from U19 on down to clinic.
There was concern that many of those girls were U12-aged and above, and he hoped to
look for ways to bring more young girls into the program. Steve was also interested in
improving the association's player development and to specifically tailor it for the girls.
He felt the program had made great strides over the past few years to build its
relationship with the high school program and looked forward to building the relationship
even further.112

On January 12, 2013, the first annual Girls' Hockey Day was held at the Vadnais
Heights Sports Complex. It was an unqualified success! The
event consisted of seven girls' hockey games played

consecutively throughout the day, starting with a 10 and under

game and ending with a high school conference game between welcomg to the
White Bear Lake and Cretin-Derham Hall. This was a 1013 White Bf&r
collaborative effort between high school coach Jerry Kwapick ﬂ

and youth director Steve Snyder, with the goal of promoting the Syl
sport and getting more girls involved in hockey. Many dedicated Girls Hockey Day!
parents volunteered to help make this a successful event. v
Overall, approximately 200 girls participated. According to
Snyder, "[O]ver the last year and a half, we've seen a decline in
the number of girls playing hockey. | was trying to re-energize
our local community and help other communities. The bottom
line is | want girls' hockey to remain front page news rather than
being stuck on the last page of the sports section." Parents
were urged to bring their girls even if they never played
hockey.13

The second annual Girls' Hockey Day in White Bear Lake is scheduled for Saturday,
January 11, 2014, at the Vadnais Heights Sports Center, with girls youth games
beginning at 7:15 am and finishing with the girls' high school varsity game against
Stillwater at 7:30 pm.114
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Conclusion

Girls' youth and high school hockey in White Bear Lake has been very successful, both
on the ice and in the classroom. The youth program has seen a number of teams
advance to state tournaments, and it has produced a number of college players. The
high school program has seen one state tournament appearance and has captured nine
Section Academic Championships and three State Academic Championships.

It is important that we recognize and thank the many girls and parents who spent a
tremendous amount of time and energy in establishing girls' hockey programs at the
youth and high school levels and seeing that those programs survived and thrived. It is
because of their passion and persistence that girls who play on youth, high school and
college teams no longer have to worry about being afforded the opportunity to play
hockey and be recognized as legitimate athletes.

Seeing the commitment to girls' hockey in White Bear Lake at the youth and high school
programs is very exciting. It seems to me that the parents, coaches and administration
are doing the right things to grow the program and to better align the youth program with
the high school program, while at the same time recognizing the accomplishments of
past teams and individuals who have played in White Bear Lake, acknowledging the 40-
plus youth alumni who have continued their playing careers at the college level, and
preserving the history of this great sport in White Bear Lake for future generations.

| hope you have enjoyed reading this history. If you have information to add or
corrections to make, please contact me at jeffschaub2004 @msn.com. | would also
invite players, parents and others to send me their personal stories about their
experiences with girls' ringette and hockey in White Bear Lake. Depending on the
responses | receive, | might include those stories in an addendum to a future updated
history.
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document/0027/6891/The State of the Girls Hockey Program 2012.pdf

13 Feb. 5, 2013, USA Hockey, "Girls' Hockey Day in White Bear Lake, Minn, a success."

114 White Bear Lake Youth Hockey Association website, "White Bear Lake Girls' Hockey
Day 2014," found at http://www.wblhockey.com/page/show/867239-white-bear-lake-
girls-hockey-day-2014.
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WHITE BEAR LAKE
GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL
TEAM ROSTERS
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ATTACHMENT D

WHITE BEAR LAKE
GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL
VARSITY HISTORICAL
PLAYER AND GOALIE

STATISTICS



White Bear Lake Girls' Varsity Hockey Historical Player Stats

* Must have points to be listed.

Sorted by Point Total

% Year Year - ML i
Rank Player Started Finished Pos PIM Goals = Assists Points
1 Hill, Hayley 2008 2012 F 120 64 107 171

2 Peterson, Andrea 1998 2003 D 96 80 63 143
3 Toupal, Sarah 2002 2006 F 46 76 44 120
4 Green, Erin 2006 2009 F 22 39 72 111
5 Foley, Jackie 1996 2002 P 50 45 65 110
6 Mondo, Melissa 1998 2003 E 40 46 50 96
7 Longendyke, Kristi 2008 2013 F 42 60 34 94
8 Hanson, Samantha 2007 2011 D 110 43 49 92
9 Bruestle, Elsa 2006 2009 F 166 49 40 89
10 Bulger, Hillary 1997 2001 F 49 40 43 83
11 Lowell, Crysta 2007 2009 F 243 40 37 77
12 Steiner, Becky 1999 2003 F 10 35 33 68
13 Gerst, Andrea 1996 2000 F 28 25 31 56
14 Hill, Kayla 2002 2006 F 34 19 33 52
15 Hall, Natalie 2004 2008 F 28 29 23 52
16 Norton, Nicole 1995 1998 F 14 24 25 49
17 Sward, Sarah 2004 2008 F 66 19 29 48
18 Steiner, Kristen 1998 2001 E 18 23 24 47
19 Kwapick, Nicole 2003 2007 F 20 26 20 46
20 Marcotte, Maddie 2006 2009 D 66 11 34 45
21 Holland, Allison 1995 1999 F 58 27 16 43
22 Korinek, Martina 1999 2003 F 10 23 20 43
23 Zollars, Sara 1996 2000 F 19 24 19 43
24 Thompson, Taylor 2008 2012 F 52 21 22 43
25 Zahler, Kyle 1999 2002 F 16 22 19 41
26 Johnson, Morgan 2006 2009 F 179 12 27 39
27 Schaub, Nicole 2007 2009 D 54 6 33 39
28 Kieger, Kari 2001 2004 F 4 18 20 38
29 Luther, Larissa 1996 1997 F 20 31 6 37
30 Shearen, Stacy 1996 1999 F 16 17 19 36
31 Kwapick, Heidi 2007 2009 D 80 12 21 33
32 Bulger, Kelsey 1999 2002 F 20 10 23 33
33 McKinney, Carrie 1995 1998 F 10 16 17 33
34 Meyer, Jessica 2003 2007 F 34 15 15 30
35 Basich, Lauren 2010 2013 F 8 16 22 30
36 Ness, Val 2007 2009 F 90 15 14 29
37 Kangas, Carrie 1997 2000 F 22 10 19 29




38 Stypulkowski, Laura 1998 2001 F 66 13 15 28
39 Lyons, Alexis 2010 2013 F 59 12 15 27
40 Quinn, Allison 1998 2003 D 12 2 24 26
41 Letourneau, Katie 2008 2012 D 28 7 17 24
42 Coller, Kayla 2008 2012 F 26 11 13 24
43 Peltier, Holly 2001 2005 F 42 13 9 22
44 Zahler, Chelsey 2004 2008 D 106 6 16 22
45 Stuhr, Lisa 2000 2003 F 8 10 11 21
46 Bergmann, Shannon 2001 2003 F 22 13 8 21
47 Bircher, Abbie 2009 2012 F 12 15 4 19
48 Kwapick, Carrie 2003 2006 D 44 6 13 18
49 Heininger, Nicole 2003 2006 F 14 5 13 18
50 Graven, Katie 1996 2000 F 90 6 12 18
51 Wolter, Ellie 2003 2007 F 10 8 9 17
52 Osowski, Lauren 2004 2008 F 106 9 8 17
53 Dysthe, Rebecca 2009 2012 D 14 4 13 17
54 David, Taylor 2002 2006 D 54 2 14 16
55 Kinney, Lisa 1998 2001 F 10 5 10 15
56 Nelson, Chelsea 2003 2007 D 105 5 10 15
57 Wanka, Kari 2003 2005 D 58 6 8 14
58 Chase, Chris 1997 1999 D 22 2 12 14
59 Woodstrom, Amanda 2000 2003 D 2 2 10 12
60 Mikal Solhied 2002 2004 D 22 § T 12
61 Sparks, Laurie 2000 2003 D 66 2 10 12
62 Schouveller, Ashley 2003 2006 F 114 2 9 11
63 Burke, Tracy 1995 1997 F 26 8 3 1
64 Rappa, Mary 2009 2011 F 18 3 8 11
65 Gallatin, Missy 1995 1998 D 68 4 7 11
66 Conrad, Kellie 1995 1997 F 24 8 2 10
67 Anderson, Sarah 1999 2003 D 42 1 9 10
68 Pearl, Molly 1996 1998 D 26 4 6 10
69 Thurmer, Christina 2003 2005 F 14 4 6 10
70 Mueller, Molly 1999 2002 D 40 3 7 10
71 Rosenquist, Kara 1998 1999 D 4 3 7 10
72 Tracy, Danyelle 2010 2013 D 50 5 5 10
73 Glaser, Megan 2001 2004 D 14 5 4 9
74 Holland, Kelly 1998 2002 D 56 2 6 8
75 Zappa, Jackie 2008 2009 F 6 6 2 8
76 Esboldt, Jaimie 2005 2008 D 18 1 5 6
77 Triplett, Laura 2003 2004 D 2 2 4 6
78 Zollars, Sara 1996 2000 D 2 1 ] 6
79 Snidarich, Carrie 2007 2009 F 14 2 4 6
80 Lunzer, Carrie 1995 1998 F 4 5 1 6
81 Englund, Lexi 2010 D 36 3 3 6




%) Kennedy, Melissa 1995 1999 D 14 2 3 5
83 Milotzky, Danielle 2010 2012 F 2 3 2 D
84 McSherry, Kelli 1995 1997 D 4 4 1 5
85 Lunzer, Carrie 1995 1998 D 14 2 3 5
86 Lanigan, Kelly 2012 F 10 1 3 4
87 King, Peyton 2012 D 10 1 3 4
88 Carlson, Amanda 1995 1996 D 2 0 3 3
89 Lovick, Jocelyn 2003 2004 D 4 2 1 3
90 David, Cali 2006 2008 F 12 0 3 3
91 Dueber, Cady 20086 2009 D 34 1 2 3
92 Blanchard, Christy 1995 1998 F 0 3 0 3
93 Esson, Whitney 2006 2007 D 12 1 2 3
94 Howe, Caitie 2010 2012 D 14 1 2 3
g5 Shiue, Lacey 2009 2010 F 10 0 3 3
96 Longendyke, Lindsey 2005 2006 F 2 0 2 2
97 Conrad, Kellie 1995 1997 D 20 1 1 2
98 Thayer, Ashley 1999 2000 D 0 0 2 2
99 Bruestle, Sydney 2005 2008 G 2 2
100 Conrad, Katie 1996 1997 D 2 0 2 2
101 Grans, Sarah 1995 1997 D 14 0 2 2
102 Kuny, Madeline 2011 F 4 0 2 2
103 Volkmann, Taryn 1995 1996 D 2 0 2 2
104 Tuttle, Carrie 2012 2013 D 6 1 1 2
105 Bealke, Jeanette 2012 F 8 1 1 2
106 Blom, Sami 2011 2013 D 8 0 2 2
107 Kilawee, Kendra 2003 2004 D 0 0 1 1
108 Kinney, Lisa 1998 2001 D 0 1 0 1
109 Stolp, Danielle 1995 1996 D 6 0 1 1
110 Mallinger, Stella 2001 2003 D 0 0 1 1
111 Bonne, Carly 2008 2009 F 0 0 1 1
112 Fitzpatrick, Erin 2010 2012 F 0 0 1 1
113 Tripp, Dana 2002 2003 D 0 1 0 1
114 Heifort, Jessica 2003 2004 D 2 1 0 1
115 Anderson, Haley 2005 2007 D 18 0 1 1
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ATTACHMENT E

WHITE BEAR LAKE
GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL
ACADEMIC AWARDS,

HONORS AND
SCHOLARSHIPS
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ATTACHMENT F

WHITE BEAR LAKE
GIRLS’ YOUTH ALUMNI
WHO WENT ON TO PLAY
COLLEGE HOCKEY
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ATTACHMENT G

WHITE BEAR LAKE
GIRLS’ YOUTH ALUMNI
COLLEGE ACADEMIC
AWARDS, HONORS, AND
OTHER RECOGNITION

INOT YET PREPARED]



