
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bethel University Safety to Receive Collegiate Scholar-Athlete Award 
 
MINNEAPOLIS, March 18, 2014 - The Minnesota Chapter of the National Football Foundation 
announced Tuesday that Bethel University's J.D. Mehlhorn will receive the 2014 Bob Stein Scholar-
Athlete Award.  Mehlhorn will be recognized at the 2014 Minnesota Football Honors Awards Event, 
presented by the Minnesota Vikings.  The seventh annual event, to be held on May 4, 2014, will take 
place at the Hilton Minneapolis. 
 
In four years of football at Bethel, Mehlhorn collected numerous accolades for his on-field production.  
In 2012, he was named to the MIAC First Team, All-Conference as well as the D3Football.com All-West 
Region Third Team.  Leading into his senior season in 2013, he was recognized as a member of the 
Division III All-American First Team.  His stellar play in his last season at Bethel would earn him a spot on 
the MIAC Second Team, All-Conference.  In Mehlhorn's four years as a safety for Bethel, he helped lead 
his team to three NCAA playoff appearances, during which time the team put together a 6-3 overall 
record.  Tellingly, Bethel University has been ranked in the Division III Top 25 poll since October 10, 
2010, due in part to Mehlhorn's contributions.   
 
Mehlhorn's accomplishments in the classroom match his exploits on the football field.  Mehlhorn double 
majored in biokinetics and physics in addition to a minor in mathematics.  His academic awards are 
numerous, and they include the 2010 NASA National Space Grant.  According to NASA, this award is 
given to "…students pursuing careers in science, mathematics, engineering and technology, or STEM…"  
Mehlhorn appeared on the Bethel Dean's List from 2010 to 2013, and he was a recipient of the Bethel 
Presidential Scholarship between 2010 and 2014.  He was a recipient of the David A Parod Memorial 
Scholarship in 2013, and received the 2012 Stephen F. Nelson Memorial Scholarship as well.  He made 
the MIAC Academic All-Conference team for three seasons, the 2012 and 2013 Capital One Academic 
All-District teams, and the 2013 CoSIDA Academic All-American team.  Finally, he was named a 
semifinalist for the 2013 William V. Campbell award.   
 
The Bethel University product also devoted a great deal of time to the community.  Among other 
activities, he taught underprivileged children in Slovakia how to play football as a part of the GoodSports 
International program.  His efforts in the community have been well-documented, notably with his 
selection for recognition during the AllState Sugar Bowl for outstanding service while maintaining high 
academic standards. 
 
About the Minnesota Chapter of the National Football Foundation: 
 
The mission of the Minnesota Chapter of the National Football Foundation is to serve Minnesota and 
the nation by developing leadership, sportsmanship, competitive spirit, and academic excellence in 
America’s youth through promoting amateur football.  The annual Minnesota Football Honors Awards 
Event, presented by the Minnesota Vikings, will be held on May 4, 2014, at the Hilton Minneapolis.  The 
event is open to the public, and tickets may be purchased online by visiting www.nffmn.org.  The 
Minnesota Chapter of the National Football Foundation may be contacted through www.nffmn.org or 
on Twitter via @nffmn. 
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