
Minnesota’s Goalies: Under-developed or Under-
appreciated? 

    

 
Matt Lundin (right) was a promising Minnesota goalie who had to back up future NHL 

stars Ben Bishop and Jimmy Howard at the University of Maine. 
 

By Jeff Hall   
     Goalcrease  

 
As a local goalie coach, many people ask me “Why aren’t Minnesota goalies 

any good?” It’s a fair question considering there has been a pretty long drought of 
our goalies holding an NHL job. Goalies from other parts of the U.S. and Europe 
are taking jobs away from Canadians, but Minnesota goalies have not. 

Below is a list of NHL goalies born in Minnesota taken from 
www.quanthockey.com. 



  

Goalie 
Born GP GAA SV% W-L 

Frank Brimsek 1915 514 2.70   252-182 
Jon Casey 1962 425 3.21 .888 170-157 
Mike Karakas 1911 336 2.92   114-169 
Damian Rhodes 1969 309 2.84 .899 99-140 
Pete Lopresti 1954 175 4.07   43-102 
Bob Mason 1961 145 3.76 .879 55-65 
Sam Lopresti 1917 74 3.13   30-38 
Robb Stauber 1967 62 3.81 .890 21-23 
Alex Stalock 1987 19 1.67 .936 9-4 
Jack McCartan 1935 12 3.71   2-7 
Adam Berkhoel 1981 9 3.81 .882 2-4 
John Curry 1984 4 3.82 .868 2-2 
Steve Janaszak 1957 3 5.63   0-1 
Chad Erickson 1970 2 4.50 .836 1-1 
Adam Hauser 1980 1 7.06 .750 0-0 
Jim Watt 1950 1 6.00   0-0 
Jeff Frazee 1987 1 0.00 1.000 0-0 

  

Goalcrease has helped to develop many of the best goalies in Minnesota, 
including NHL rookie Alex Stalock who looks to catch our founder, Robb Stauber, 
on the games played list below. Stalock is currently third in the NHL in both 
goals-against average and save percentage. We hope his success will help open 
the door for other Minnesotans. I asked him about his development and 
experience as a young goalie to see if there was something he did that other 
Minnesotans did not.  

“I always dreamed about playing in the state tournament,” Stalock said. 
“People said I would never make the NHL, but that’s part of what drives you. I 
made it my goal to earn a college scholarship and there were some setbacks 
along the way, but I never let myself lose that drive.”  

To me, it doesn’t sound much different than most other goalies that have come 
through our youth and high school programs. But seeing these kids up close, I 
can tell you this: while others can compare to Stalock’s goals and attitude, none 
can compare to his athleticism. 

I think back to the late 1990s when we operated as the Stauber/Ostby Goalie 
Camps, listening to Paul Ostby talk about another successful Minnesota goalie 



named Karl Goehring. He coached Karl at Apple Valley High School, and saw 
him rise to All-American status at North Dakota, all this at only 5-7. 

“I’m still waiting for another athlete like that to come around,” Ostby would 
always say. “We had a great athlete in Robb Stauber, then Karl, but who’s next?” 

Looking at the big picture, I see a problem in the hockey culture of Minnesota 
that discourages the best athletes from playing goalie. In baseball, the best 
athlete wants to be the shortstop. In football, he’s the quarterback. In hockey, 
shouldn’t the best want to play goalie and take on the hardest and most important 
job?  

Sweden recognized this problem in their hockey culture years ago and took 
steps to change it. Now they have kids lining up to play goal. Here in Minnesota, 
coaches and parents still talk about the goalies as if they are outcasts and 
oddballs, hardly a good recruiting strategy. 

Peter Samargia runs Attitude Goaltending and sees that goalie-discouraging 
attitude all too often.  

“I hate it when the announcers on TV say goalies are weird, like ‘Who would 
want to do that?’” 

Samargia then goes on to say, “YOU are the ones who are weird. Why 
wouldn’t you want to help your team in that way. Are you too selfish?” 

Justin Goldman, USA Hockey goalie scout for the USNTDP in Ann Arbor, 
Mich., moved from Colorado to Minnesota a year ago. Having studied pro goalies 
and amateur prospects as much as anyone I ever met, I asked him what he 
thought. Why aren’t Minnesota goalies succeeding at the highest levels?  

“I don’t know where the stigma comes from,” Goldman answered. “Maybe it’s 
because there was a lull in NHL for a while, but there are good goalies here.”  

When Goalcrease came into existence in 2002, we found that the region was 
starved for goalie training. A few summer goalie camps were around, but clearly 
the youth goalies were largely neglected compared to youth goalies in Canada, 
Europe and other U.S. regions. Our business took off fast in those years and 
guys like Stalock took advantage of it. Now there are more and more good 
programs available to help develop area goaltenders, and many of them happen 
to be run by Stauber’s former students and employees. So we are proud to be 
part of the changing goalie culture in Minnesota.  



Still, more coaching and training isn’t going to mean a lot. If the attitude about 
goalies in Minnesota is bad, then how can we expect our goalies to be good? 
The culture needs to change and the sooner the better. Coaches and parents 
take note; the best athletes can help their team the most if you encourage them 
to be brave and strong … by playing goalie. 

    As Director at Goalcrease in Edina, Jeff Hall has logged more than 1,000 hours 
per year coaching goalies since 2002. He has overseen the training of thousands 
of goalies from ages 6-50, from beginners to pros. He is committed to the skill 
development of Minnesota’s youth and high school goalies.	  


