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    Four local charities will benefit from a Nov. 5 
luncheon entitled “Community Makers: Duty 
Calls” that will be held at Bruno’s Restaurant on 
the Levee in West Lafayette as part of the lead-
in to Military Appreciation Day four days later 
at Ross-Ade Stadium for the Purdue – Iowa 
football game. 
     Josh Lindblom, a graduate of Harrison High 
School and Purdue University, will serve as 
guest speaker, discussing his call to community 
service and how he and his wife, Aurielle, have 
used his platform as a Major League pitcher 
with the Los Angeles Dodgers, Philadelphia 
Phillies and Texas Rangers to provide school 
supplies and food for needy children in Tippe-
canoe County. 
     Part of the proceeds from the luncheon will 
go to Food Finders of Lafayette, through the 
Josh Lindblom Foundation. Other programs 
benefitting are Honor Flight through the 
Lafayette Gold Star Mothers, Krannert School 

of Management’s EBV Program (Entrepreneur-
ship Bootcamp for Veterans with Disabilities) 
and the scholarship program of the National 
Football Foundation’s Joe Tiller Chapter. 
     The program will also include:

•	 91-year-old Ray Miller, a World War II 
veteran who recently participated in an 
Honor Flight to Washington, D.C., to visit 
the new World War II Monument. 

•	 19-year-old Ryan Spesard, the NFF’s schol-
arship winner as the Scholar-Athlete of the 
Year for the State of Indiana in 2013. (See 
related story below.) 

•	 A still-to-be determined veteran with 
disabilities who will be taking part in the 
Entrepreneurship Bootcamp at Krannert 
that week. 

     
     Rob Hughes, the new WLFI-TV sports di-
rector, will serve as emcee for the luncheon and 
patriotic music will be provided by local “rising 
star” vocalist Carli Edging.
     Tickets for the luncheon are priced at $25 
each and are available through several orga-
nizations (Food Finders, Gold Star Mothers, 
Krannert’s EBV Program and the NFF), as well 
as online through Eventbrite.com. Proceeds 
will be divided up based on the ticket order 
response form and the remainder split equally 

Ryan Spesard, Indiana’s Scholar-Athlete of the Year, 
with Geoff Bradley, Director of NFF’s Central Indiana 
Chapter.

Josh Lindblom
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NFF Hosts Luncheon Featuring 
Josh Lindblom and benefitting 
Tippecanoe County Charities

Carroll’s Spesard Wins State Scholar-Athlete Award
     Ryan Spesard of Carroll High School has 
been named the National Football Foundation’s 
State of Indiana Scholar-Athlete of the Year for 
2012-13, making him the first recipient of what 
is hoped will become an annual award. 
      The announcement came in July as part of 
the North-South All-Star Game Banquet spon-
sored by the Indiana Football Coaches Associa-

tion, at Primo’s South in Indianapolis where 
Spesard was introduced as one of five finalists 
for the award.  Representing the NFF’s Joe Til-
ler Chapter of Northwest Indiana and Region 
4 of the IFCA, Ryan received a large football 
trophy and a modest scholarship check.
     The decision was made by a panel of judges 
representing all five NFF chapters in the state. 
The “competition” was based 40 percent on aca-
demics, 40 percent on athletics and 20 percent 
on citizenship, leadership and character. 
     Spesard was salutatorian of his senior class 
with a 4.17 grade point average and scored 
2,070 points on the SAT. He won 10 varsity 
letters at Carroll, including four as quarter-
back, tailback, receiver, safety and long snapper 
in football while serving as team captain his 
senior year and earning All-Hoosier Heartland 
Conference recognition and honorable mention 
all-state honors from the Associated Press. He 
also earned three letters each in basketball and 
baseball. 
     In addition, Spesard was a member of 
National Honor Society, the school’s conference 
champion math team, the Mentor Program and 
was chosen as recipient of the school’s highest 

honor, the Carroll Honor Award. He was also a 
member of 4-H for 12 years and the Burlington 
Methodist Youth Group, took part in a Habitat 
for Humanity Mission Trip and served as a Ko-
komo Rescue Mission Volunteer. He is now in 
the freshmen engineering program at Purdue, 
plays intramural sports and is helping as an 
intern for the Tiller Chapter of the NFF. 
        The other four finalists for the award were: 
•	 Dane Hurley of Evansville Memorial 

H.S., representing the Southern Indiana 
Chapter of NFF and Region 9 of the IFCA 
(enrolled at the U.S. Naval Academy to 
study business and engineering), 

•	 Cole Johnson of Avon H.S., representing 
the Central Indiana Chapter and Region 6 
(now at Northwestern University playing 
football as a preferred walk-on and study-
ing dentistry),  

•	 Justin Miller of Eastside H.S., representing 
the Northeast Indiana Chapter and Region 
3 (advancing to Wabash College to study 
chemistry and pre-law) and

•	 Samuel Schrader of Mishawaka H.S., rep-
resenting the Moose Krause Chapter and 
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Awards for Joe Tiller Chapter of Northwest Indiana
HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLAR-ATHLETE AWARD  

     This annual award is intended to provide recognition to a graduating high 
school senior football player who exemplifies excellence as a student, an athlete 
and a citizen. Scholarship money from the National Football Foundation is provid-
ed to the winner as long as he is not receiving full athletic aid to attend the college 
of his choice. He is not required to continue his career as a football player. 
     Selection process: Nominations are accepted in early winter from high school 
coaches and/or administrators in the counties covered by this NFF chapter. 
Nominations are evaluated by the Scholar-Athlete Committee, which recommends 
at least one recipient per year. This recommendation must be ratified by the Board 
of Directors and the presentation should be made at the annual Honors Dinner. 
Other nominees will also be recognized at the Honors Dinner. 
2005 Honoree: William Bowman of Lafayette Jefferson High School
2006 Honoree: Brett Courtney of West Lafayette Harrison High School
2007 Honoree: James Wodicka of West Lafayette High School
2008 Honoree: Griffin Richeson of Lafayette Central Catholic High School
2009 Honoree: Matt Lancaster * of West Lafayette High School
2010 Honoree: Daniel Wodicka * of West Lafayette High School 
2011 Honoree: Alex Hegg of Seeger Memorial High School
2012 Honoree: Dayton Snyder of West Lafayette High School
2013 Honoree: Ryan Spesard # of Carroll High School
* Also won Midwest S-A of Year Award; # Also won State S-A of Year Award

“PURDUE IS PROUD OF YOU” AWARD 
      This award is intended to provide recognition to a person from Purdue who is 
closely involved with the game of football and who has provided positive exposure 
for Purdue through his or her efforts, in a role other than being  a player or coach. 
The recipient will have maintained a lifetime of interest in the football while exhib-
iting exceptional qualities in his or her profession or activity. 
      Selection process: Nominations are accepted throughout the year from NFF 
chapter members and considered by the Awards Committee, which recommends 
no more than one recipient per year. This recommendation must be ratified by 
the Board of Directors and the presentation should be made at the annual Honors 
Dinner.
2011 Honoree: Drew Brees, Sports Illustrated Sportsman of the Year
2012 Honoree: Otis Armstrong, College Football Hall of Fame Selectee
2013 Honoree: MerrieBeth Cox, Miss Indiana and Purdue’s Golden Girl 

ARNETTE TILLER “SERVICE TO FOOTBALL” AWARD  
     This award, which is sponsored and funded by the IFCA,  is intended to provide 
recognition to a woman closely related to the game of football who has given 
tirelessly and effectively for the betterment of the game and its participants. The 
recipient will have exhibited exceptional service and dedication to a football pro-
gram covered by this NFF chapter. 
     Selection process: Nominations are accepted throughout the year from NFF 
chapter members and IFCA members and considered by the IFCA Awards Com-
mittee in conjunction with Mrs. Tiller and the NFF chapter, which recommends 
no more than one recipient per year. The presentation should be made at the 

annual Honors Dinner in the appropriate IFCA Region.  It is recommended that 
this award be rotated between Region 1(odd numbered years) and Region 4 (even 
numbered years).  
2012 Honoree: Arnette Tiller, wife of Coach Joe Tiller, Purdue University
2013 Honoree: Jamie Marsh, wife of Coach Leroy Marsh, Munster High School  

COURAGE AWARD  
     This award is given to provide recognition to an individual in our region who 
has exemplified great courage by surviving extreme personal hardship or difficulty 
OR who has assisted someone else in doing the same. The award-winner must be a 
high school, college or professional athlete, coach or administrator.
     Selection process: Nominations are accepted in early winter from members of 
this chapter. Nominations are evaluated by the awards committee, which recom-
mends no more than one recipient per year. This recommendation must be ratified 
by the Board of Directors and the presentation should be made at either Scholar-
Athlete Banquet or the annual Honors Dinner.  
2012 Honoree: Danny Anthrop of Lafayette Central Catholic High School
2013 Honorees: Cooper Fulmer of Winamac)/Patrick Mackey of Lafayette Cen-
tral Catholic High School 
	   

BERNIE FLOWERS AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO 
AMATEUR FOOTBALL 

     This annual award is intended to provide recognition to an individual whose 
efforts and activities support the goals of the National Football Foundation on the 
local level. The award identifies an individual who works tirelessly out of love for 
football and a desire to help children play the game. The award winner can be a 
league organizer, administrator, fundraiser, coach, doctor, athletic trainer, official 
or anyone who excels in representing and supporting the foundation’s fundamen-
tal creed. 
     Selection process: Nominations are accepted throughout the year from NFF 
chapter members and considered by the Awards Committee, which recommends 
no more than one recipient per year. This recommendation must be ratified by 
the Board of Directors and the presentation should be made at the annual Honors 
Dinner. 
2005 Honoree: Kay Hunt of West Lafayette Little Gridiron Football League
2006 Honoree: John Robinson of Lafayette 56ers Youth Football League
2007 Honoree: Dr. Bob Hagen of Lafayette Orthopaedic and Sportsmedicine 
Clinic
2008 Honoree: Brad Smith of Attica and Indiana Football Coaches Association
2009 Honoree: Tom Kubat of Lafayette Journal & Courier Sports Department
2010 Honoree: Joe McConnell of Learfield Sports and Purdue Radio Network
2011 Honorees: Lane Custer and Jon Speaker of West Side Flag Football
2012 Honorees: Clay and Chris Oppy of Dream Season
2013 Honoree: Mark Ebelhar of West Lafayette Little Gridiron   

CITIZENSHIP AWARD   
     This annual award is given to provide recognition to an individual who has 
consistently excelled in three areas paramount to the National Football Founda-
tion - academics, athletics and service - while maintaining an exemplary record of 
citizenship in his school and/or local community. The award-winner can be a high 
school, college or professional athlete.
      Selection process: Nominations are accepted in early winter from members of 
this chapter. Nominations are evaluated by the awards committee, which recom-
mends at no more than one recipient per year. This recommendation must be 
ratified by the Board of Directors and the presentation should be made at either 
Scholar-Athlete Banquet or the annual Honors Dinner.  
2011 Honoree: Kyle Adams of Purdue University
2012 Honoree: Kurt Lichtenberg of Purdue University

LEGENDS AWARD 
      This award is intended to provide recognition to a person closely related to the 
game of football who has given tirelessly and effectively throughout his or her ca-
reer for the betterment of the game and its participants, without being a player or 
coach. The recipient will have maintained a lifetime of interest in the football while 
exhibiting exceptional leadership qualities in his or her profession and bringing 
recognition to the local area covered by this NFF chapter. 
     Selection process: Nominations are accepted throughout the year from NFF 
chapter members and considered by the Awards Committee, which recommends 
no more than one recipient per year. This recommendation must be ratified by 
the Board of Directors and the presentation should be made at the annual Honors 
Dinner.
2012 Honoree: Denny Miller, former head athletic trainer of Purdue University

NOMINATION FORM FOR 2014 AWARDS
(Submit by January 31, 2014, to Jim Vruggink via phone at 765-427-3303, email at 
jvruggink@purdue.edu or mail at 320 Dehart St., West Lafayette, IN 47906) 

Name of nominee ___________________________________________________

For which award? ___________________________________________________ 

Phone/address of nominee ____________________________________________

Reasons for nomination ______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Your name ________________________________________________________

Phone or email _____________________________________________________
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Focus is on Sustainability, 
Athletes, Coaches, Charities

     As we enter our 10th year of existence as a chapter of the National 
Football Foundation, the attention of our Board of Advisors focuses on 
three important aspects. 
     The first is creating long-range stability for the chapter, both in terms 
of financial support and leadership. Secondly, it is important to the board 
to continue to honoring and recognizing scholar-athletes, former athletes 
and coaches. And, thirdly, the chapter will continue to support charitable 
causes (especially our scholarship programs) in our region, especially 
within Tippecanoe County, where most of the fund-raising takes place. 
     While our chapter’s financial status remains healthy, we have seen an 
unfortunate and dramatic drop-off in donations, contributions, advertis-
ing sales and tickets sales for our events, resulting in a reduction of our 
scholarship commitment. The board wants to place an emphasis this 
next year (and for several years to come) on fund-raising with the goal of 
establishing an endowment to help assure long-term stability. 
      Regarding administration of the chapter, we need to identify some 
future leaders who are interested, willing and able to take over important 
roles and responsibilities. We have a terrific board and many effective 
committee members, but there are probably other chapter members 
ready to step forward. Please contact me (jvruggink@purdue.edu via 
email or 765-427-3303 via phone), if you would like to help.  
      Our ninth annual NFF Honors Dinner “Celebrating Our Legends” on 
June 10 was a success, as it drew a crowd of 400, down from our previous 
four, but solid none-the-less. Also last spring, May 3 to be exact, we had 
57 golfers participating in the Ryan Kerrigan/12th Boiler Golf Outing, 
sponsored jointly by the NFF and Purdue’s Trademark Licensing Office at 
the Birck Boilermaker Golf Complex.
     Total chapter income this year, so far, through the end of September is 
$41,920, about $22,000 off last year’s total and about half of our high-
water mark of three years ago.  
     Through our first nine years as a chapter, we have honored 217 indi-
viduals for their accomplishments, including 173 scholar-athletes who 
have been awarded a total of  $161,757 in scholarships for their first year 
of college.  
      Also, in this report, I want to single out the great efforts of a special 
member of our chapter – Jonathan Gandolf, who has been providing the 
production expertise for these newsletters and other publications for the 
Tiller Chapter for the last six years, since his freshman year at Purdue. He 
doesn’t know I’m writing this, but I wanted our members to know that 
Jonathan has won a special service award from his employer, ExactTarget 
in Indianapolis, for his volunteer work with us.  And, with that IMPACT 
Award comes a check for $500 for our scholarship fund. Thank-you, 
Jonathan! 
    We greatly appreciate the continued support of ALL our members. 
      
SUBMITTED BY: Jim Vruggink, Chapter Director

among these four great charities of Tippecanoe County.
     Also assisting with the luncheon is Purdue’s Trademarks Licensing Of-
fice and a student organization known as Purdue Gold Standard. 
     Please have your co-workers/friends/supporters fill out the form on 
the next page and send it in along with an appropriate check made out to 
the National Football Foundation, which is a 501 c-3 foundation, making 
the donations tax-deductible. Or, if you prefer to order via credit card 
online, use the website mentioned earlier in this story.  

Chapter Director’s Report for 2013: 

Nov. 5 Luncheon is Lead-In 
to Military Appreciation Day
Coninued from pg. 1

DREW BREES MENTAL TOUGHNESS AWARD  
     This annual award is intended to provide recognition to a college or profes-
sional athlete who exemplified exceptional mental attitude or toughness while 
competing within the counties covered by this NFF chapter. Exceptional mental 
attitude includes displays of high academic achievement, superior leadership, 
dogged determination, tenacity, moral character, bravery, humility and concern for 
others, in addition to remarkable athletic accomplishments.  The award is named 
in honor of its first recipient, who also assists in the selection process.
     Selection process: Nominations are accepted throughout the year from NFF 
chapter members and considered by the Awards Committee, which recommends 
no more than one recipient per year. This recommendation must be ratified by the 
Board of Directors and Drew Brees and the presentation should be made at the 
annual Honors Dinner. 
2005 Honoree: Drew Brees of the San Diego Chargers
2006 Honoree: Rob Ninkovich of the Purdue Boilermakers
2007 Honoree: Rosevelt Colvin of the New England Patriots
2008 Honoree: Nick Hardwick of the San Diego Chargers
2009 Honoree: Akin Ayodele of the Miami Dolphins
2011 Honoree: Ryan Kerrigan of the Washington Redskins
2012 Honoree: Robbie Hummel of the Purdue Boilermakers
2013 Honoree: Ryan Grigson of the Indianapolis Colts 

DISTINGUISHED AMERICAN AWARD 
     This annual award is intended to provide recognition to a citizen who has main-
tained a lifetime of interest in the game of football and who has exhibited enviable 
leadership qualities and patriotism while making a significant contribution to 
the betterment of amateur football or sports in general in the United States while 
bringing recognition to the local area covered by this NFF chapter. 
     Selection process: Nominations are accepted throughout the year from NFF 
chapter members and considered by the Awards Committee, which recommends 
no more than one recipient per year. This recommendation must be ratified by 
the Board of Directors and the presentation should be made at the annual Honors 
Dinner.
2005 Honoree: Gene Keady, emeritus basketball coach of Purdue University
2006 Honoree: Bob DeMoss, former football coach/administrator at Purdue 
University
2007 Honoree: Henry Rosenthal, former play-by-play announcer/owner of 
WASK Radio
2008 Honoree: Bernie Flowers, former Purdue All-American, salesman extraor-
dinaire
2009 Honoree: Joe Tiller, emeritus football coach of Purdue University 
2011 Honoree: Leroy Keyes, former Purdue All-American/administrator
2013 Honorees: Noble Kizer and Noble Kizer, Jr., former football coach and ath-
letic director at Purdue University and his son, Lafayette businessman 

GOLD MEDALLION AWARD 
     This award is given on rare occasion and in special circumstances to recognize 
the career of a highly-successful person in this region. It recognizes an outstanding 
American and/or loyal Hoosier who has achieved significant career success while 
demonstrating integrity and honesty and bringing recognition to the local area 
covered by this NFF chapter.
      Selection process: Nominations are accepted throughout the year from NFF 
chapter members and considered by the Awards Committee, which recommends 
no more than one recipient per year. This recommendation must be ratified by 
the Board of Directors and the presentation should be made at the annual Honors 
Dinner. 
2007 Honoree: Dr. Martin Jischke, President of Purdue University
2010 Honorees: Drew Brees, Len Dawson, Bob Griese - Purdue’s Super Bowl 
Champion QB’s 
2011 Honorees: Neil Armstrong, Eugene Cernan, Jerry Ross – Purdue Astronauts
2013 Honoree: David Boudia, Olympic Gold and Bronze Medalist in diving

Ray Miller, World War II veteran, at memorial in Washington D.C
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Ninth Annual Honors Dinner Recognizes Achievements 

Region 2 (now at Butler University to play 
football and study business).  

     “On behalf of the five NFF chapters in 
Indiana, I want to congratulate all the scholar-
athletes who were nominated and all the 
coaches and principals who nominated them 
this year as we advanced the NFF’s recognition 
and scholarship program to all football-playing 
high schools in Indiana,” said Jim Vruggink, the 
chapter director for the Joe Tiller Chapter of 
Northwest Indiana. 
     “We also appreciate the generosity of our 
primary sponsors, AdvoCare distributors 
Andy and Mandy Hosier of Westfield, and the 
cooperation of Dave Land, executive director of 
the IFCA, for providing the connections to the 
coaches and the venue for our presentation of 
the state award,” he added. 
     The National Football Foundation has 120 
chapters in 47 states providing recognition 
and scholarship opportunities for high school 
football players from 4,800 schools, awarding 
more than $1 millions a year in scholarships 
and honorariums. 
      Spesard was chosen as the Tiller Chapter 
Scholar-Athletes of the Year from a group of six 
high school football standouts who were sin-
gled out in May by NFF judges as the finalists 
from an original group of 24 scholar-athletes 
nominated by their coaches from throughout 
Region Four. The other finalists were Austin 
Brown of Griffith, Spenser Kersey of Lowell, 
Jacob Layton of Tri-County, Sam McKay of La-
fayette Jefferson and Brandon Rooze of Benton 
Central.
     They were joined by eight other individuals 
honored at the NFF Honors Dinner: Celebrat-
ing Our Legends” in West Lafayette for their 
impressive accomplishments in the last year, 
representing a wide range of talent and charm.  
     Olympic David Boudia accomplished the 
ultimate dream, winning an Olympic Gold 
Medal in platform diving last summer in Lon-
don with a spectacular finish on the final day 
of the Olympics after earning a Bronze Medal 
in synchronized diving during the first week of 
the event. The Noblesville, Ind., product, who 
earned six NCAA championships and eight Big 
Ten championships while diving for Purdue, 
received the chapter’s top award, the Gold 
Medallion. 
      NFL Executive of the Year Ryan Grigson, 
a former Highland High School and Purdue 
University football player who last year became 
the Indianapolis Colts General Manager and 
transformed the Colts into a playoff team 
through many tough decisions and brilliant 
acquisitions to earn the honor of NFL Executive 

of the Year, received the chapter’s Drew Brees 
Mental Toughness Award. 
     Miss Indiana MerrieBeth Cox, who has 
been Purdue’s Golden Girl for the past five 
years, capped off a great year as Miss Indiana 
by advancing to the top 12 in the Miss America 
Pageant in Las Vegas earlier this year. The 
Roselle, Ill., product came to Purdue as a world 
class baton twirler and won numerous national 
championships. She performed at the Honors 
Dinner and received the “Purdue is Proud of 
You” Award.   

     The chapter’s Distinguished American 
Award was given to Noble Kizer, long-time 
Lafayette resident, chapter member and son 
of Noble E. Kizer, one of Purdue’s greatest 
coaches and early athletic directors prior to his 
death at age 40, nearly 73 years ago. The award 
recognizes both Kizers for their outstanding 
accomplishments and loyalty to our nation. 
     Also, the chapter honored Mark Ebelhar, 
who stepped down last fall after 27 years of 
volunteer work with West Lafayette Little 
Gridiron, including the last 15 as head of the 
program. He helped to coach and guide many 
young players who eventually went on to play 
high school and college football. Ebelhar re-
ceived the Bernie Flowers Award for Outstand-
ing Contribution to Amateur Football Award.  
     This year’s Courage Award, which is spon-
sored by the Lafayette Journal & Courier, had 
co-recipients -- seven-year-old Cooper Fulmer 
of Winamac and 18-year-old Patrick Mackey 
of Lafayette, for their inspirational battles with 
leukemia that tied together the athletic com-
munities for Winamac and Lafayette Central 
Catholic high schools. 
     Also recognized was Jamie Marsh, wife of 
Munster High School coach Leroy Marsh, as 
the Arnette Tiller Service To Football Award 
winner, presented by the Indiana Football 
Coaches Association. She had been honored at 
the IFCA Hall of Fame Banquet in Merrillville 
in May. 
     Among the speakers and presenters on 
stage were Purdue’s new football coach Darrell 
Hazell, emeritus football coach Joe Tiller and 
director of the athletics Morgan Burke while 
Purdue President Mitch Daniels and New 
Orleans Saints All-Pro quarterback Drew Brees 
provided video presentations. 

David Boudia, Gold Medallion Winner, with Nate Barrett

Continued from pg. 1

Upcoming Events 

Dec. 8, 2013 – Purdue/Kiwanis 
Players Awards Banquet, Purdue 
Memorial Union, West Lafayette
Early May, 2014 – Ryan Kerrigan 

12th Boiler Golf Outing, West 
Lafayette

Early June, 2014 – NFF Honors 
Dinner, Purdue Memorial Union, 

West Lafayette
Aug. 30, 2014 – Purdue Foot-
ball Home Opener vs. Western 

Michigan, Ross-Ade Stadium, West 
Lafayette
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Check out our website at: 
www.nfftillerchapter.org




