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HERRMANN, NOWATZKE PLUS 24 PREP ATHLETES
TO BE HONORED MAR. 6 AT NFF BANQUET IN VALPO

Ticket Orders Due Feb. 28 for Chapter’s First Event in NW Indiana

Two of the finest football players from the northern
half of Indiana over the last 50 years will be among
the guest speakers Mar. 6 when the National Football
Foundation Northwest Indiana Chapter stages its first
Scholar-Athlete Banquet at Valparaiso University.

Tickets are now on sale and must be ordered by
Feb. 28. NFF members may order tickets at a dis-
counted price of $35 each by phone (765-427-3303)
or email (jvruggink@purdue.edu) and pay for them at
the door.

Tom Nowatzke, who starred at running back for
Michigan City Elston High School, Indiana Universi-
ty and two NFL teams in the 1960s and 70s and Mark
Herrmann, who starred at quarterback for Carmel
High School, Purdue University and four different
NFL teams in the 70s, 80s and 90s, will be available
to sign autographs and meet the public during a silent
auction reception prior to the banquet. Each will speak
at the banquet.

Nowatzke, who ran for 1,500 yards and scored
136 points at Indiana, earning first team All-America
status in 1964, is nearing his final year on the ballot
as a candidate for the College Football Hall of Fame.
Herrmann, who set an
NCAA record with 9,946
career yards and 71 touch-
down passes, earning All-
America status in 1980,
was voted into the Hall of
Fame last year and will be
enshrined into the CFHOF
in South Bend next July.

After football, Nowatz-
ke built a successful career
in the trucking business in
the Ann Arbor/Detroit area
of Michigan while Her-
rmann has been a program
director for the NCAA and now works with Peyton
Manning’s Project 18 for St. Vincent’s Hospital in In-
dianapolis.

“We are pleased that Tom Nowatzke and Mark Her-
rmann will be able to join us for the inaugural event
for our chapter in this part of the region,” says chapter
president Bart Burrell of West Lafayette. “They are
two of the greatest players ever in the state of Indiana,
one a Hall of Famer and the other on the verge of get-
ting elected to the Hall of Fame. We hope this event
will help garner support for Tom in the Hall of Fame
selection process, which concludes for 2011 at the end
of March.”

Besides Nowatzke and Herrmann, the NFF has
invited the college head coaches of [Valparaiso (Dale
Carlson), Purdue (Danny Hope), Notre Dame (Brian
Kelly), Ball State (Pete Lembo), Indiana State (Trent
Miles) and Indiana (Kevin Wilson) to attend the ban-

om Nowatzke

quet. (As of Feb. 14, Carlson and Hope will attend.)

The Mar. 6 Sunday afternoon event will be held at
the beautiful new Harre Union in the center of Valpo’s
campus during spring break. The banquet will honor
24 high school seniors from throughout Northwest
Indiana.

The scholar-athletes come from 24 different
schools in thel8-county area that stretches from La-
fayette and Kokomo to Michigan City and Gary. All
are high school seniors who are headed to college
next fall. Academically, five of them are ranked No.
1 in their graduating classes. One will be chosen lat-
er this spring as the Scholar-Athlete of the Year for
Northwest Indiana. The award is based 40 percent on
academics, 40 percent on athletics and 20 percent on
citizenship, leadership and character.

General public tickets are available for $40 each
through committee members in the northern part of
the state -- John Friend (phone: 219-923-8397), David
Schutkovske (219-762-7724, ext. 2101) or Bob Fer-
guson (219-464-9134).

The chapter typically plans several annual events in
the area — capped off by its marquee event, the Hon-
ors Dinner “Celebrating Our Legends” in June. Drew
Brees, one of Head Coach Joe Tiller’s first recruits

Above: Mark Herrmann accpets his CFHOF plaque
who led Purdue to the Rose Bowl in 2001 and the cur-

rent quarterback of the New Orleans Saints, has been
a guest speaker and presenter at each of the first six
dinners. He also sponsors a scholarship and will be
on hand again this coming June 16. At that dinner, the

(Continued on back page)

DANIEL WODICKA HONORED IN NEW YORK
AS MIDWEST SCHOLAR-ATHLETE OF 2010

Daniel Wodicka, a May graduate and former foot-
ball star at West Lafayette High School, was named
last fall as one of five regional Scholar-Athletes of
the Year by the National Football Foundation and
was honored in New York City on Dec. 7 at the
organization’s annual chapter awards luncheon at the
Waldorf-Astoria. He represents the Midwest.

Wodicka, now a freshman receiver at Johns
Hopkins University, was chosen by a nation-wide
panel of NFF administrators for the successes he
enjoyed during his senior year at WLHS. This is the
same award that was won by Matt Lancaster, 2009
WLHS grad, a year ago. It is the first time ever that
this NFF award has been given in back-to-back years
to athletes from the same high school.

Wodicka was selected from 400,000 high school
football players covered by the NFF Chapter Net-
work, which solicits nominations from 4,800 high
schools in 47 states each year. Daniel was chosen as
the Joe Tiller Chapter of Scholar-Athlete of the Year
last spring from a field of 27 area nominees. Criteria
is based 40 percent on athletic achievements, 40 per-
cent on academic accomplishments and 20 percent
on community service.

Throughout his high school career, Wodicka es-

tablished himself as a truly versatile student-athlete,
matching his stellar athletic accomplishments with an
impeccable record in the classroom and as a leader in
the West Lafayette community.

Daniel earned the state’s Mr. Football honors as
a senior in 2009, and he was selected as the Most
Valuable Player of the Indiana North-South All-Star
Game last summer. In his four-year prep career, he
garnered four football letters, playing quarterback,
defensive back, wide receiver and running back.
After collecting all-state honors at wide receiver as
a junior, Wodicka moved to quarterback his senior
season and again garnered all-state honors while
leading West Lafayette to an undefeated state cham-
pionship season in Class 3A. He was named as one
of the state of Indiana’s top 50 players by the Indiana
Football Coaches Association.

In all, Wodicka caught 109 passes for 1,617 yards
and 17 touchdowns; rushed for 2,011 yards and 34
scores on 249 carries; and completed 180 of 328 pass-
es for 2,531 yards with 28 touchdowns against just
six interceptions. In addition, he returned 35 punts for
436 yards and a touchdown; returned 17 kicks for 352
yards; and collected nearly 200 tackles, 12 intercep-

tions, 26 pass breakups and five fumble recoveries.
(Continued on back page)
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CHAPTER CREATES NEW EVENTS FOR 2011

Scholar-Athlete Banquet & ‘Bowling with the Stars’ enhance NFF Slate,
Targeting New Fund-Raising Goals

Feeding off a very successful year in 2010, the
National Football Foundation’s Joe Tiller Chapter
of Northwest Indiana has set some lofty goals for
2011.

After raising more than $50,000 for schol-
arships and other charities last year, the chap-
ter’s board of directors has set a goal of raising
$60,000 to help others this year.

Part of the plan includes staging at least two
new events, the Scholar-Athlete Banquet on Mar.
6 at the Harre Union at Valparaiso University and
our charity fund-raiser, “Bowling with the Stars,”
on Apr. 30 at Arrowhead Lanes in Lafayette.

Also on the calendar is the third annual NFF
12th Boiler Golf Outing on May 4 at the Birck
Boilermaker Golf Complex in West Lafayette and
the highly-anticipated seventh annual NFF Hon-
ors Dinner “Celebrating Our Legends,” featuring
Drew Brees again on June 16 at Purdue Univer-
sity’s Memorial Union. A possible concert is in
the planning stages for late summer or early fall.

“While our scholarship goal of $30,000 re-
mains the same as last year,” says Executive Di-
rector Jim Vruggink, “our board has approved a
plan to hopefully contribute $15,000 each to the
PALS (Purdue Athletes for Lifetime Skills) Pro-
gram in Tippecanoe County and the John Purdue
Club’s 12th Boiler Fund, which endows a football
scholarship at Purdue.

“The commitment of Drew Brees, through
his Brees Dream Foundation, and other former
Purdue players and coaches has led us to form a
plan to dedicate funds this year to the PALS and
12th Boiler Funds, in addition to our chapter’s
continuing scholarship program,” adds Vruggink.
“This allows us to provide financial assistance for
young people on all levels in our region — grade
school, high school and college. As the chapter
grows and as we experience fund-raising success
in the Lake Michigan District of the chapter, we
hope to add commitments to programs in that area
as well.”

In addition to the Scholar-Athlete Banquet and
the Honors Dinner, the chapter is focusing on put-
ting together very successful charity bowling and

NFF MEMBERS:
We appreciate your past and current sup-
port of this chapter and want to ask you to
please continue to renew your memberships.
Unfortunately, many of you have allowed
your memberships to lapse. Only dues-paying
members receive ballots in the selection pro-
cess each March for the College Football Hall
of Fame. Also, a portion of your dues comes
back to our chapter to award scholarships to
deserving high school scholar-athletes from
this area for use in their first year of college.
If you are unsure of your membership status,
please contact Jim Vruggink to check your
renewal date. Thanks.

golf events in late April and early May.

respectively, the “Bowling with the Stars” project

has the potential of raising nearly $15,000 and :
the “12th Boiler Golf Outing could raise about :
$6,000, if both events sell out. Purdue and area :
“celebrities” will be involved with both events. :

Chapter members are encouraged to participate as
: Committee: Brad Smith*, Dwayne Greer, David Schutkovske, Bob

sponsors, players or spectators.

A Charity Concert, featuring country singer
Levi Riggs along with other area artists, is being :
discussed, possibly as an outdoor event in the :
Lafayette area later this year. Last March, Riggs :
staged a charity concert, raising $6,000, at the :

West Lafayette High School Auditorium. Tt was Dwayne Greer, Tom Kubat, Mike Cleff, Adam Scott, Charlie

ership Honorary. Riggs, a former high school Shook, Travis Dorsch, Jonathan Gandolf, George Wodicka

q}xarterback h1{nself, featureq a f(,),o thall theme in * Committee: Jon Speaker, Dave Huckleberry, Chris Oppy, Gimlet Leader-
his fall 2010 hit, “Tailgate Time.” He performed : ship Honorary

with his band at Leigh Steinberg’s 25th Annual : Events Chair - Nate Barrett*

Super Bow Party at Eddie Deen’s Ranch in Dal- : Committee: Leroy Keyes, Jim and Barb Siegfried, Levi Riggs,

: David Wilson, Marie Hernandez, Adam Schott, Charlie Henry,

“As the chapter continues to grow and takes : vipce Pegan, Travis Dorsch, Brandon Cortez, Gimlet Leadership

on additional financial commitments, it is impor- : Honorary President, Sigma Chi Fraternity President

tant for us to diversify our fund-raising efforts,” :

co-hosted by the NFF and Purdue’s Gimlet Lead-

las on Super Bowl weekend.

says Vruggink. “Even with 300-plus members in

activities, hopefully we can appeal to more and

entertaining opportunities.

“All of our good causes, the PALS Program, :
the 12th Boiler Fund and our own NFF Scholar- :
ship Fund, are now recognizable and have good :
traction in the area, especially in the Lafayette
community. A goal is to eventually develop :
similar events, activities and opportunities in the :
northern part of the region to benefit good causes :
there,” adds Vruggink. “We’ve come along way, :

but there’s still much more to be accomplished.”

The board has also voted to provide rec- :
ognition of the Tippecanoe Football Camp in :
hopes that it’s organizers, Chris and Clay Oppy
of Lafayette, will share their plan called “Dream :
Season” with high school football programs in :
other communities to develop similar camps for :

disabled and physically-challenged children.

Tippecanoe Football Camp earned the IHSAA :
Blue Horseshoe Award from the Indianapolis :
Colts in January. Our recognition allows the Op-
pys to come under our umbrella of a 501 3-C foun- :
dation in their attempts to apply for funding from :
organizations like Peyton Manning’s PeyBack :
Foundation in Indianapolis in order to further ad- :
vance their plans for “Dream Season.” There is no
financial commitment at this time from the NFF

or from our chapter for this program.

: PRESIDENT - Bart Burrell*

: BOARD OF

With the help of our event co-sponsors, Pur- :
due’s Delta Delta Chapter of Sigma Chi Fraternity
and the John Purdue Club’s 12th Boiler Program, :
: Sales Chair- Alan Studzinski*

CHAPTER ADVISORY BOARD

DIRECTORS/COMMITTEES-
Treasurer - Jeff Love*
Committee: Janet Schweiker, Jim MacDonald

A\ LI |
Comittee: David Schutkovske, Brandon Cor- Bart Burrell
tez, and all members of the board
Tiller District Membership - Bernie Flowers*

Committee: Noble Kizer, Randy Fairchild, Henry Rosenthal
Lake Michigan Membership - John Friend*

Ferguson, Mark Hoffiman, Leroy Marsh, Dale Carlson

Collegiate Program Chair - Tom Schott*

Committee: Orlando Itin, Don Coller, Gimlet Leadership Honor-
ary

Scholarship Program Chair - Randy Truitt*

Committee: Bob Hagen, Leroy Marsh, Brad Smith, Arron Cooke,

Youth Football Program Chair - David M. Williams*

Publicity Chair - Alan Karpick*

Committee: Joe Bennett*, Dave Huckleberry, Jonathan Gandolf
the chapter, we can’t expect the same sponsors :

and supporters to step up every time we ask for :
contributions. By planning a variety of events and :
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - Jim Vruggink* (non-voting)
more people to help provide funding and support :
for our designated charities, while also providing :
. Dinner Committee: Advisory Board, Gimlet, Sigma Chi, Purdue

(newsletter), Jon Goldsberry (website)
AT-LARGE - Orlando Itin*, David McGaughey*, David R. Wil-
liams*

Awards Committee: All Members of Board of Directors, Previous
Award Winners

Special Events Office

* = Member of Board of Directors

CONTACT US
Northwest Indiana Chapter of the NFF
320 Dehart Street
West Lafayette, IN 47906
Phone: 765-427-3303
Fax: 765-496-6260
E-mail: jvruggink@purdue.edu
Web site: www.nfftillerchapter.org

The National Football Foundation Membership Office
433 E. Las Colinas Blvd., Suite 1130
Irving, TX 75039
Phone: 972-556-1000
E-mail: membership@footballfoundation.com
Web site: www.footballfoundation.com

College Football Hall of Fame
111 South Saint Joseph Street
South Bend, IN 46601
Phone: 574-235-5720 or 800-440-FAME (3263)
E-mail: hof@collegefootball.org
Web site: aaa.collegefootball.org



NFF ORDER FORM

“Honors Dinner 2010” - DVD

DVD copy of the entire program, featuring the presentations, comments and “ce-
lebrity” appearances of some of Purdue’s most famous athletes and personalities
who were part of a June event, the 2010 NFF Honors Dinner, that will be long
remembered and difficult to top. You’ll especially enjoy the interviews of honorees
Len Dawson, Bob Griese, Drew Brees, Mark Herrmann, Joe McConnell and Daniel
Wodicka.

“Ross-Ade Stadium Panorama” - Autographed Photo

A panoramic night view of Ross-Ade Stadium captured from the top of the east
stands during kickoff of the 2009 Purdue-Notre Dame game facing the press box
and a beautiful sunset, make this 13” X 40” picture a keepsake. Already autographed
by Purdue Head Football Coach Danny Hope makes it suitable for framing.

“Mackey Arena Panorama” - Autographed Photo

A panoramic view of Keady Court captured from the west camera deck of Mackey
Arena during the 2010 Purdue-Indiana game creates a 13” X 40” piece of Boil-
ermaker history. Already autographed by Purdue Head Basketball Coach Matt
Painter, this picture is a “must-have” for fans commemorating Purdue’s 22nd Big
Ten basketball championship.

“Joe Tiller Roast & Toast” - DVD

DVD copy of all the comments, jokes and sentiments expressed during the Janu-
ary 2009 event attended by former and current players, coaches, and supporters in
honor of Joe Tiller. Roasters and toasters include Joe Paterno, Barry Alvarez, Gene
Keady, Danny Hope, Bill Doba, Rosevelt Colvin, Drew Brees, Matt Light, Brock
Spack, Jim Chaney and others.

“Levi Riggs” - CD

Chapter member Levi Riggs is donating a portion of the proceeds from his first
compact disk release (entitled “Levi Riggs™). He is a former prep football standout,
former soloist with the Purdue Glee Club and now a country singer, who performed
during the NFF Charity Concert.

Support the chapter by purchasing any of these items, please complete this form
and return it to the address below. For tax purposes, the NFF local chapter’s ID# is

20-2151811 and the National Football Foundation’s ID# is 221-50-8812.

All proceeds go to scholarships.

Inaugural Scholar Athlete Banquet

Sunday, March 6, at Valparaiso University Harre Union with Silent Auction and
Reception at 2 p.m. cst, Dinner and Program at 3:30 p.m.

Non-NFF members: X $40ca. = §
NFF members*: X$35¢a. = §
Banquet tickets for coaches who are NFF Members: X$0 ea. = $COMP
Students and families of honorees#: X$30ca. = §
Tables of 10*: X $350ca. =$
(or $325 each for members or $300 each for students)
TOTAL: =$

*NFF members get price break & priority seating; #Student rate applies thru college age.
NOTE: Seating assignments and name badges distributed at Welcome Desk at Harre Union
beginning at 2 p.m. CST Mar. 6; tickets will NOT be mailed.

Annual Honors Dinner
“Celebrating Our Legends VII”

Thursday, June 16, at Purdue Memorial Union in West Lafayette with Silent Auc-
tion and Reception at 5 p.m., VIP Reception at 5:30 p.m., Dinner at 6:45 p.m., and
Awards Program at 7:45 p.m.

Non-NFF members: X $50ea. =%

NFF members*/non-member student: X $40eca. =$

NFF member students*#: X $35¢a. =%

Tables of eight™#: X $400 ca. = $

(or $320 each for members or $280 each for students)

Raffle Tickets +: _ X$%5ca. =%
Autograph football: _ X8$50ca. =$
One-year NFF membership: _ X%40eca. =%
Three-year NFF membership: _ X$99ea. =%
TOTAL =$

*NFF members get price break & priority seating, if ordered by June 1; #Student
rate applies thru college age. Tickets will not be mailed.

“Honors Dinner 2010” DVD X$25¢ea. =$
+ Featuri luable aut hed it

“Ross-Ade Panorama” photo: X$50ca. =$ caturing vauable afographed fems
“Mackev A P » ohoto: X $50 _ Indicate here if you are interested in participating in “Bowling with the Stars” event

ackey Arena Panorama™ photo: E— ca. =3 on April 30 orthe 12th Boiler Fund golf scramble on May 4
“Tiller Roast & Toast” DVD: _ X$20ea =% ndicate here if you are interested in helping to sponsor a scholarship.

L Yes, I’'m interested
Levi Riggs CD: X$l5¢a. =$
Oneyesr NI mermberstip e GRAND TOTAL FROM BOTH LISTS
Three-year NFF membershi X$99ea. =% .

v P — (Pay with one check)..........$
Prices include shipping and handling TOTAL=$

Name: Company Name: Email Address:
Address: City/State/Zip: Phone:

IContact Jim Vruggink by email (jvruggink@purdue.edu) or phone (765-427-3303) with questions. (Please make check or money order payable to
National Football Foundation and send to: NFF Executive Director, 320 Dehart St., West Lafayette, IN 47906-2730.)
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UPCOMING EVENTS
March 6 — NFF Scholar-Athlete Banquet,
Harre Union Ballroom, Valparaiso U.
March 31 — Deadline for submitting your College
Football Hall of Fame Ballot
April 30 — “Bowling with the Stars” Charity Event,
Arrowhead Lanes, Lafayette
May 4 — 12th Boiler Fund Golf Scramble, Birck
Boilermaker Complex, West Lafayette
June 16 — NFF Honors Dinner, Purdue Memorial
Union Ballrooms, West Lafayette
July 16 — College Football Hall of Fame
Enshrinement Dinner, South Bend, Ind.

WLHS ESTABLISHES A “FIRST”

(Continued from front page)

With a 3.98 GPA on a four-point scale, Wodicka was valedictorian of his high
school class of 165. He was one of five players to earn an Indiana Football Hall
of Fame scholarship and was the state’s Class 3A Phil N. Eskew Mental Attitude
Award recipient.

”What you see is the honest reflection of Daniel,” said West Lafayette head
coach Marshall Overley. “He is positive and joyful whether he was competing for
a state championship, working with elementary players in the summer, competing
on the practice field or spending time with Larry, a friend with Down’s Syndrome.
Humility, joy in competition, stability in times of challenge concern for others
and just delighting in life are hallmarks of this young man and his family.

“Last fall Daniel was in the rotation at a slot position at Johns Hopkins, where
he is working on a degree in biomedical engineering. If anyone can succeed and
enjoy the ride, Daniel can,” added Overley.

Outside the gridiron, Wodicka and his friend Larry earned Indiana’s “Best
Buddy Pair of the Year.” He played cello in the school orchestra; mentored el-
ementary school football players and visited residents of a local nursing home.
He also started at point guard for three years on the West Lafayette basketball
team and was a four-year starter in baseball.

Daniel Wodicka in the middle with Hall of Famer Lynn Swann, flanked by West Lafayette coaching staff

BREES BACK AGAIN FOR ANNUAL DINNER

Childers (Knox), Cody Christopher (Lafayette Central
Catholic), Arion Clanton (East Chicago Central), Aus-
tin Colby (Kokomo), Jesse Dority (Clinton Prairie),
Daniel Falloon (Munster), Sam Ficken (Valparaiso),

(Continued from front page)

chapter recognizes individuals from the region with its
Distinguished American Award, the Outstanding Con-
tribution to Amateur Football Award, the Drew Brees

Drew Brees - Sports Illustrated’s Sportsman of the Year

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS
CHAPTER ON OUR WEB SITE:
WWW.NFFTILLERCHAPTER.ORG

Mental Toughness Award, and the Scholar-Athlete of
the Year Award. The chapter also awards its Gold Me-
dallion on special occasions. As a non-profit organiza-
tion, this chapter has awarded more than $112,000 in
grants, scholarships and honorariums since receiving
its charter in the fall of 2004.

The chapter offers scholarship opportunities for
scholar athletes at 73 high schools in 18 Northwest
Indiana counties (Benton, Carroll, Cass, Clinton,
Fountain, Fulton, Howard, Jasper, Lake, LaPorte,
Miami, Newton, Porter, Pulaski, Starke, Tippecanoe,
Warren and White). In addition to seeking donations
and sponsorships to support the scholarship program,
the chapter also receives money ($500 for every 50
dues-paying members in the local chapter) from the
national office in Irving, Tex. In its first six years, this
chapter has recognized 98 scholar athletes and award-
ed them between $250 and $5,000 each.

The 24 high school football players, nominated
this year by their coaches and principals for the
Scholar-Athlete of the Year Award, are: Austin Ather-
ton (Crown Point), Jonathan Bush (Carroll), Keisten

Tyler Hanson (River Forest), Brant Hartman (Caston),
Alex Hegg (Seeger), Tanner Hess (Logansport), Gar-
rett Howe (Twin Lakes), Justin Hunt (Maconaquah),
Derek Mumaw (Northwestern), Spencer Murphy
(North Miami), Alex Niccum (McCutcheon), Kyle
Patton (West Lafayette), Kramer Phalen (Lake Cen-
tral) Tanner Pierce (Fountain Central), Joel Ripke (La-
fayette Jefferson), Dustin Rivich (Michigan City) and
Alec Stuard (Frankfort).

Six of these young men will be singled out by
judges and announced Mar. 6 as finalists for the Schol-
ar Athlete of the Year Award. The winner will be an-
nounced at the NFF Honors Dinner in West Lafayette
on June 16.

In addition to the scholarships, the local chapter
is involved with youth football programs such as the
Tippecanoe Football Camp (providing experiences
for kids with disabilities) and the [Lafayette S6ers,
Attica Youth Football, Little Gridiron, and West Side
Flag Football, providing opportunities for elementary
school-aged players in the area. The chapter helped
secure grants from the National Football League to as-
sist programs in Attica and Rossville.



