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P A S T O R  D A N
P O F F E N B E R G E R

My CAThEDR Al
By Chris Rice 

Sweetest days of childhood
Playing in the deep woods
Stomping through the creek and feeling 
oh so much alive
Camping in the forest
We’d join the cricket chorus
And hum our songs of gratitude around 
a crackling fire
And out here in the stillness
I found my house of worship
With column trees and canopy of stars
Here in my cathedral

It was beneath the blue skies
I ran down to be baptized
Felt the river wash me clean, and dried 
beneath the sun
And to this day believing
When wide awake, or dreaming
I scan the ancient sky and understand 
where I belong
‘Cause out here in the stillness
I find my house of worship
With column trees and canopy of stars
Here in my cathedral

This is where I find my soul
Out where holy men of old
First knelt in soil and thanked You for 
the rain
Wrote the psalms that fill the air
Herald angels sang their prayer
Out beneath Your darling constellations

So let me often wander
In robin songs and thunder
Surrounding me with stained-glass leaves 
that change with every breeze
And out here in the stillness
I’ll find my house of worship
With column trees and canopy of stars

As your Pastor, I have a piece of spiritual advice for you this 
summer: I give you permission to play — and call it worship. 
Because it is. 

God intended this world for enjoyment: God’s and ours. We are 
to sense God’s presence in creation, and experience God’s creative 
whimsy, craftsmanship, artistry and joy in the everyday beauty of 
this world. 

So, get out and play this summer. Like a little kid. With little kids, 
and big kids, and sons and daughters, grandchildren, your dog, and 
maybe just yourself once in a while. 

The song quoted above was selected and performed at worship    
June 7 and 8 by Phil Kadidlo, and it reached into my heart and 
memory, reminding me that my first “knowing” of God was in 
the summers of my childhood. I think it is good for my soul to 
reconnect with God in the same way. And, as one of your spiritual 
advisors, I am telling you: it would be good for your soul as well.

And if you think this advice too childish, reflect on this poem:

A FOREST hyMN
By William Cullen Bryant

...Ah, why
Should we, in the world’s riper years, neglect
God’s ancient sanctuaries, and adore
Only among the crowd, and under roofs
That our frail hands have raised? Let me, at least,
Here, in the shadow of this aged wood,
Offer one hymn--thrice happy, if it find
Acceptance in His ear.

I will see you at church, or the Drive-In sometime soon. In the 
meantime, worship in this fine Minnesota summer!

—Pastor Dan



After Maya Angelou’s passing at the 
end of May, my facebook feed was full 
of quotes of hers – her voice echoed 
and echoed throughout social media. 
Her words were inspiring, invigorating, 
illuminating. Her legacy will live on not 
only through her actions, but through 
the way she translated her power and 
beauty into language.

As a public speaker, I have learned 
this lesson first hand: Our speech has 
power. Our words make a difference.  
Words can bring us together or tear us 
apart; mend relationships or start wars; 
create beauty or cause devastation. And 
yet in a world that is filled to the brim 
with communication, I wonder how 
mindful we are of the ways in which 
we use the powerful tool of our own 
words.

Because it’s not just about what you’re 
saying with your words, since we seem 
to be constantly chattering, but how 
they make others feel; it’s the effect 
your words have on others that really 
lingers.

We can use words to inspire and 
encourage, or to shame and destroy.

I was reminded of this earlier this 
spring, when I officiated at a funeral 
for a young woman in our community 
who had committed suicide after a 
barrage of bullying. I was honored, and 
overwhelmed, by the task of preaching 
at her service. What could I say to 
people so brokenhearted? What is 
there to say in the face of such tragedy? 
There was nothing I could preach that 
would undo what had happened. There 
was no way anyone could take back the 
harmful words that had hurt this sweet 
girl so deeply.

We’ve all heard, and perhaps even 
repeated, the old phrase: sticks and 
stones can break my bones, but words 
can never hurt me. Well, pardon my 
French, but that’s a load of crap. I bet 
every one of us could stand up and 
share a word or phrase that cut us 
to the core and destroyed us in the 
moment. But I hope with all the hope 
I have that there have been enough 
lovely words in your life to heal some 
of those wounds. Because I bet every 
one of us could stand up and share a 
word or phrase that gave us hope, gave 
us power, gave us life, gave us courage, 
gave us inspiration.

Our words can sing melodies, praise 
beauty, raise hope, nurture love. And 
when you have a tool as powerful as 
that on the tip of your tongue, why on 
earth would you use it for harm?

I think in the summer months it’s a 
lot easier to be happy, to be positive, 
to be excited and upbeat. But let’s use 
this time — time we spend with family 
and friends, playing outside — to be 
intentional about building each other 
up with our words. Give specific 

compliments or encouragements. 
Gently help each other notice when 
you’re becoming negative or gossiping 
or otherwise using your words for 
harm. Go out of your way to build 
others up and mend relationships.

You have the power to make this world 
a lovely place in which to live — the 
kind of place in which you want to live. 
You have that power at the tip of your 
tongue.
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P A S T O R  
S T E P h A N i E  v O S

 I  have le arned 
that people 
wIll  forget 

what you sa Id, 
people  forget 
what you dId, 

but people  wIll 
ne ver forget 

how you made 
them feel .

— m aya a n g e lo u

T h E  P O w E R  O F  w O R D S

Kind words 
may be  short 
and e asy to 
spe aK ,  but the ir 
echoes are truly 
endless . 

–  m oth e r te r e sa
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Trinity is still talking strengths. It’s 
not a passing program or a one-time 
inventory. We consider ourselves a 
strengths-based church.  That doesn’t 
mean that we have everything perfectly 
figured out around the strengths 
philosophy, but we are committed to 
continue growing in learning about our 
strengths and offering our strengths to 
the world.

Why, you ask are we strengths-based?  
We believe you are a beloved child 
of God.  Each and every one of you!  
God has created you uniquely with a 
beauty and genius of your own, and we 
want you to bring that to the world.  
Your unique set of talents points to the 
way you can make a difference; that’s 
where you can contribute the most.  
We believe we are each called to make 
a difference in the world — that’s our 
way of being Jesus in our own skin.

When we ask people:  what will 
help you be the most successful or 
make the biggest contribution?  59% 
still say fixing their weaknesses, 
while 41% believe building up their 
strengths would lead to the biggest 
contribution.   Research clearly tells us 
that our success, fulfillment and sense 
of meaning and purpose come to us in 
roles in which we play to our strengths. 
Here in the territory of our strengths is 

where we can grow and learn the most 
and make the biggest difference in the 
world.

But don’t we have to look at our 
weaknesses?  Shouldn’t we be 
accountable for that part of our 
humanity?   YES. 

A strengths philosophy does not mean 
ignoring your weaknesses.  We do need 
to be aware of, and accountable for, 
our weaknesses and we need to manage 
those weaknesses. Yes: manage your 
weaknesses but design your life from 
your strengths.

I like to make a distinction about things 
that people call their weaknesses.  There 
are those themes or areas in which 
I really have no talent: they drain 
me, they do not come easy and I’m 
mediocre or poor in my performance of 
them. 

Then there are the dark side of my 
talents.  My Gallup StrengthFinders™ 
themes are:  Connectedness, Strategic, 
Maximizer, Individualization and 
Empathy. A healthy expression of 
“Maximizer” looks like mastery, 
success, excellence, and enjoying 
working with the best. An unhealthy 
expression of “Maximizer” looks 
perfectionistic, picky, never good 
enough, and always reworking. 

It is the quality of my 
being, my health or ill 
health, my connection 
to God or my separation from God, 
that determines whether I am offering 
the world my gifts and talents or 
whether I am passing my suffering onto 
the world through my interactions.  Am 
I coming from love or from fear?  Am I 
coming from ego or from Presence? 

I find that when my body, mind and 
spirit are centered in God, love and 
Presence, my talents truly can be a 
blessing to this world.  This is my full 
offering to the world.  The offering of 
my life; the stewardship of my life.  

May we all remember we are beloved 
children of God, uniquely designed to 
make a difference.  May we continue to 
learn and grow in offering our strengths 
and talents to the world.  May we go 
forth to love, transform and serve.

Want to have a conversation about 
your strengths and talents?   Email me 
at jthone@trinitylc.org and let’s have 
a conversation about bringing more of 
your beauty and genius into the world!

w E ’ R E  S T i l l  T A l k i N G 
S T R E N G T h S ! 
(and we’re acknowledging & managing our weaknesses)
By Jody Thone

TO
uniquely
designed

difference
MAKE A
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PURPOSE

TO
uniquely
designed

difference
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TO
uniquely
designed

difference
MAKE A

ON
PURPOSE

Contemplative Practice
Join Jody every Thursday morning at 
7:30 a.m. for Contemplative Practice.  
Contemplative practice includes lectio divina 
and other spiritual practices to draw you 
closer to God. During the summer months, 
the group heads outside to enjoy God’s 
beautiful creation! For more information, 
email Jody at jthone@trinitylc.org.
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In May, members of  the Faith and Family team gathered at Lucinda White’s 
house for a mini-reunion and Children, Youth and Families update.  It was 
wonderful to be together again after sharing many months of important 
research, surveys, conversations and the recommendations for the congregation.  
Any worthwhile effort takes time, attention and resources — thank you 
for your patience as we look to roll out programs that consider the cultural 
imperatives recommended by the Faith and Family team.  

The Children, Youth and Families staff have been working to prioritize that 
which we can successfully implement this fall.  To be sure, it will include more 
intentional intergenerational opportunities, in addition to the already successful 
confirmation family meals, Breakfast with Angels, Journey to the Cross and 
worship services involving participants of all ages.

The Faith and Family team set up  six cultural imperatives, or “matter” 
statements, that have become part of every conversation and planning meeting.  
What matters include: parents, impact adults, connecting generations, missions 
and content.  It is wonderful to be part of a congregation that cares deeply for 
the spiritual formation of each person who calls Trinity home  and is willing to 
look at best practices of our changing culture.

The Children, Youth and Families staff recently attended the Ascension 
Breakfast, which was sponsored by the Minneapolis and St. Paul Area Synods 
and held at Augsburg College.  ELCA Director for Young Adult Ministry 
Rozella White presented cutting-edge research about Millennials, while Lifelong 
Faith editor John Roberto shared some great digital faith formation platforms.  
Both presentations will help us present more ways for families to have faith-
filled conversations in their homes and on the road. Two of our staff members 
also attended the  Gustavus Adolphus college-sponsored Children, Youth and 
Family learning event, which affirmed the recommendations of our Faith and 
Family team.

And  there’s more — summer camp!  Summer WOW, Summer Stretch, Helping 
Hearts and Hands, Wilderness Canoe Base, Camp Nibble, SEEDs, WAPO, 
Luther Dell Confirmation Camp and Vacation Bible School all are wonderful 
ways for kids to enjoy service, the great outdoors, worship, games, food and 
relationship building with God and each other, as beloved children of God.  
We held our first Family Camp at Ox Lake over Father’s Day weekend, which 
included  service projects, a low and high ropes course, games and eating in the 
great outdoors and lots of fun for everyone who participated! 

We’ll have more information on the Faith and Family team’s recommendations 
in future issues of Trinity Today.

Jody Nyenhuis
Director of Children, Youth and Families

jnyenhuis@trinitylc.org
651.439.7400 ext 138

P r i o r i t i z i n g  
f o r  f a l l

By Jody Nyenhuis
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So, how did you do last month writing 
your stories on the sticky notes in my 
June Trinity Today article? Ah ha, I bet 
you thought I wouldn’t ask! Well, I am, 
because you and your stories matter 
to me. Among the hundreds of people 
who go to Trinity, we must have close 
to a million stories among us, don’t you 
think? That’s amazing!

In last month’s Trinity Today I asked 
you to sketch out five stories (or your 
first or clearest memory) of when you 
stewarded all you are and all you have, 
felt like a follower of Jesus, served 
your neighbor, understood you were a 
theologian, and felt uniquely designed 
to make a difference.

In case you didn’t do this, grab a 
pencil or pen (I won’t tell anybody 
you wrote on your Trinity Today!) 

and sketch out a couple of your stories 
below (if you’re reading this online, 
add it to your blog or tweet it out with 
#storytellersTr), and feel free to share 
them with me via email or mail here 
at Trinity! They’ll stay with me unless 
you indicate that you want me to share 
them (either with or without your 
name).

I have a feeling that this church is rich 
with stories. Stories about how you
•	 Chose	Trinity	as	your	home	church	

(or it chose you)
•	 How	you	met	your	life	partner	or	

spouse
•	 The	best	day	of	your	life
•	 The	weirdest	travel	experience	
•	 A	time	that	made	you	question	you	

faith
•	 A	time	when	you	knew	God	was	real

These are stories that point to the 
bigger story of God playing out in each 
of us as we discover our gifts and serve 
our neighbors. Those stories are here, 
but how often do we share them with 
one another, or with people outside the 
Trinity community?

Let’s try something:   let’s show that 
God’s love is poured out into the 
world, our community and others, in 
our stories. The stories I hear from 
you as I serve and learn alongside 
you at Trinity are filled with honesty, 
diversity, love, and service. Let’s keep 
telling our stories and compassionately 
listen to the stories of others. What 
are your stories? Try them out by 
sketching them to the right.

In addition to offering Discourse as 
a four-session, small-group learning 
experience here at Trinity, I continue 
to help 12 leaders pilot Discourse: 
God (formerly Building your Personal 
Theology) around the country this 
summer! 

Because of your participation and 
leadership at Trinity, Discourse is proving 
to be a strong community-building small-
group experience that’s resonating with 
big churches, little churches, Lutheran and 
other denominational faith communities. 
Discourse: God, the adult class, and the 
high school class (Trinity’s 9th grade 
curriculum) will be piloted this Fall, as 
well. I’m looking forward to learning how 
Discourse helps people all around the 
country discover their theological voice!

l i F E l O N G  l E A R N i N G

W h a t ’ S  Y o u r  S t o r Y ? 
By Allison Siburg, Ministry Associate & Church Collaboration Developer

#storytellersTr

D I S c o u r S e  P I l o t 
c o l l a B o r a t I o N  
u P D a t eWant to get in touch with 

what YOU believe about 
God? Join us for the next 
Discourse: God class!

Classes will be offered in 
August and September.

Discourse: God  is a great 
way to dig deep and discover 
what YOU think about God 
and how you articulate your 
personal theology. 

First Lutheran Church, 

ELCA
Poulsbo, WA

Contact   
Allison Siburg 
at asiburg@
trinitylc.org  
for more 
information. 
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t e l l  M e  a  S t o r Y  o F 

W h e N  Y o u . . .

How you met your life partner 

or spouse...

The best day of your life...

The weirdest travel experience...

A time that made you question  

you faith...

A time when you knew God  

was real...

How you chose Trinity as your 

home church (or it chose you)...

Mount Olivet Lutheran Church, 

ELCA - Plymouth, MN 

Christ the King Lutheran Church, 

ELCA – New Brighton, MN

Faith Lutheran Church, ELCA

Spicer, MN

Woodlake Lutheran Church, ELCA

Richfield, MN

Easter Lutheran Church, ELCA

Eagan, MN

Plymouth Congregational, 
UCC

Fort Collins, CO

Gustavus Adolphus, 
ELCA - St. Peter, MN

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, ELCASt. Paul, MN
Luther Seminary, ELCA

St. Paul, MNSt Luke’s Lutheran Church, ELCACottage Grove, MN

Journey Imperfect Faith,
Austin, TX
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As you may have heard in worship on 
May 17 and 18 (and if you didn’t, you 
can always watch past sermons on our 
website, facebook, and youtube pages), 
we’re experimenting with different ways 
to tell the communion story, because 
there are so many elements and aspects 
to it!

For some people, a consistent tradition 
is really meaningful; for others, a little 
change helps them explore what else the 
story can mean. It’s not about rejecting 
the old, but rather exploring different 
facets of the story so that it can continue 
to inspire and speak to us in new ways. 

What that looks like in our community 
right now is a different story being 
told during the Words of Institution — 
this, taken from John chapter 6, when 
Jesus talks about being the Bread of 
Life for all. We also have new words 
of institution: “The bread of life, given 
for you” and “The wine of compassion, 
given for you.” We take these new 
words of distribution from the Bible as 
well. Jesus shared a lot of meals with 
his disciples, and was known to them in 
the breaking of the bread and sharing of 
wine.

If you remember all the way back to 
our Christmas message (also available 
online), God has always used food as a 
sign of presence and promise. As Dan 
and I were talking in preparation, and 

A Note About Communion
By Stephanie Vos

as we consulted the ELCA worship 
materials, we found there were three 
major elements of communion that 
‘make it’ communion:

1. Jesus told us/commanded us to 
remember him by sharing a meal.

2. Jesus promises to be present in the 
elements.

3. Jesus sends us away from the table 
with a blessing and charge to make a 
difference in our world.

As we continue to experiment with how 
to tell and re-tell this story, in words old 
and new, we hold to this central core 
of where this sacrament came from and 
how it is lived in our community. The 
body and blood imagery is a part of the 
story, but not the only way Jesus talks 
about this table fellowship celebrated 
each week.

At its most basic and fundamental 
level, Lutherans believe a sacrament is 
a material thing that God chooses to 
inhabit and fill with a promise so that 
we may have something to hold on to, 
literally, in times of doubt or fear or 
questioning. Our hope is that God will 
continue to be revealed to you in ever 
new and meaningful ways. 

We hope this is the start of a rich 
conversation for us and our community!
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As we enter the second half of our fiscal year 2014, it is 
time to update you on our financial position year-to-date. 
This is our first full year of operating with a fiscal year-
end date of August 31, but our second year of reporting 
financials on a fiscal year basis. 

As we compare where we stood at this time last fiscal 
year, we find ourselves trailing in Income significantly 
behind last year.

•	 For	several	years,	Trinity	has	had	a	fiscal	year-end	
appeal that happened in December. This year, with the 
shift in fiscal year, the appeal has been scheduled for 
this summer, to be completed by the end of August 
(which is the end of the fiscal year). This represents 
$100,000 of general fund giving. 

•	 Contribution	Income	(weekly	giving)	is	trailing	last	
fiscal year by $70,000. 

•	 Non-pledged	contributions	are	slightly	ahead	of	last	
fiscal year. 

•	 At	the	Annual	Meeting	in	November,	the	
Congregation approved a 5% increase in budgeted 
Contribution Income as part of the FY 2014 budget. 
As a Congregation, we will need to increase our giving 
for the remainder of FY 2014 if we are to balance 
the budget. To this end, several communications 
are underway with various constituencies to 
increase giving and pledging. If you receive such 
communication, please respond generously.

On the Expense side, the budget for FY 2014 marks the 
start of including Mortgage Expense back in Operating 
Expenses once again. Eight months of mortgage interest, 
or $114,000, was budgeted in Operating Expense for FY 
2014. That change causes Operating Expenses to date for 
FY 2014 to be $40,000 higher than last year at this time, 
but is as budgeted. Administration and Facilities expenses 
are up due to some maintenance items and timing of 
certain other expenses. Personnel Expense is $33,000 less 
to date in FY 2014 versus last year. The remainder of 
Expense is running close to budget at this time. Missions 
Expense and corresponding Revenue are both elevated to 
date in FY 2014 as compared to FY 2013.

Please prayerfully consider your stewardship to Trinity 
in the coming weeks and how you might play a role in 
helping address our deficit. Trinity’s ministry depends on 
you and your generous giving. We are extremely grateful 
for all that you do to support the ministries at Trinity.

T r e a s u r e r ’ s  C o r n e r :

T r i n i T y 
F i n a n C i a l  

u p d a T e
 By Todd King,  

Congregational Council Treasurer
To everything there is a season, and a time to  

every purpose under the heaven:
A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant,  

and a time to pluck up that which is planted;
A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down,  

and a time to build up;
A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn,  

and a time to dance;
A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones 
together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from 

embracing;
A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep,  

and a time to cast away;
A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence,  

and a time to speak;
A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war,  

and a time of peace.
—Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

These comforting words of scripture arrived in my email 
inbox a few weeks ago as a reminder that no matter what 
we’re currently experiencing, it won’t last forever — except 
for the loving presence of God. Good times or bad. Joy or 
sorrow. Busy with work or rest. Each season of life is filled 
with its own special experiences and we must remember that 
the Spirit is always by our side. 

This scripture passage reminds me to keep my balance 
through the emotional rollercoaster seasons of life. These 
words are a wonderful reminder to embrace my loved 
ones and friends at all times.  They are God’s gift: together 
sharing the laughter of joy, and together sharing the burden 
of sorrow.

With these first spectacular, bright-blue sky, summer days, 
the last bit of numbness from the cold of our long winter 
finally leaves our bones and our thoughts can shift toward 
the opportunities of a new season. To every summer season 
there is a rhythm of opportunities. Minnesota summer is a 
time to embrace the sun and our community.

It is a time to bike, and a time to run.
A time to boat, and a time to swim.

A time to gather on the lawn with neighbors.
A time to walk, and a time to rest.

A time to read, and a time to reflect.
A time to search, and a time to move on  

with a new golf ball.
A time to worship and a time to serve.

So no matter what experiences this summer season brings your 
way, remember the Spirit is always with you. Rise each new day 
of this summer season with anticipation that a new experience is 
always in the air — hopefully it’s not snow in July!

Take some time for yourself, but also take some time to 
share yourself in service to others this summer season.

To Everything 
There is a 
Season By Tom Thiets



The final scores have been posted for 
the 6th annual Take on Hunger Golf 
tournament, organized by the Mission 
Tanzania leadership team, and once 
again, we had a wonderful turnout 
in support of this ministry! The 108 
golfers enjoyed the beautiful Stillwater 
Country Club on one of the best 
weather days this year.

The three days leading up to the event 
were cold and rainy, which produced a 
lot of localized flooding across the state. 
Thankfully, the rain diminished on 
Sunday, and one final shower Monday 
morning gave way to dry skies — and a 
gorgeous course.

Golfers kicked off the event with a 
BBQ lunch and some silent auction 
bidding before heading out onto the 
links for the Noon shotgun start.      
Five hours later, they were back inside, 
sharing tales about their day on the 
links.

The prime rib and roast turkey 
dinner was an excellent lead-in to the 
local ministry program, provided by 
Trinity member Nichole Mulvehill, 
a caseworker at the Minnesota 
Correctional Facility-Stillwater. 
Mulvehill discussed the impact of 
the Meals from the Heart ministry 
“Serving Beyond the Bars”, which 
allows maximum-security offenders 
the opportunity to pack meals for local 
food shelves as part of their restorative 
justice process (see article, facing page).

I want to thank everyone who 
attended the event, as well as those 
who supported it with their donations 
and sponsorships. The funding from 
this event fulfills our key message of 

Feeding Mind, Body & Spirit:
Take On Hunger Golf Tournament 2014

By Tom Thiets

Feeding the Body, Mind, & Spirit —  
making the impossible possible, both 
globally and here at home.

Money raised at the event will 
purchase fuel for a corn grinder, 
build a classroom, and purchase parts 
to expand the safe water well at the 
Bomalang’ombe Secondary School in 
Tanzania. Money also was used here 
in Minnesota, to purchase supplies for 
the 80,784 meals packed on June 7 at 
the prison. These ministries are only 
possible through your support.

We’re already making plans for next 
year:  mark your calendars for Monday, 
June 1, 2015 — the 7th annual Take On 
Hunger golf tournament!
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2014 Foursome Sponsors
PrimeStaff 
Cap Electric 
Mr. Denis Bakke 
Scout Inc. 
TR Computer Sales 
First State Bank & Trust 
Acapulco’s Mexican Restaurant 
Foley, Kalseim, and  
 Company Ltd 
Trient Technologies Inc. 
Thrivent Financial 
Oak Park Senior Living 
Lakeview Hospital

2014 Hole Sponsors
Thrivent Financial 
M & H (Harty) Insurance  
 Agency 
Wilson Mutual Insurance 
PrimeStaff 
Trient Technologies Inc. 
TR Computer Sales 
First State Bank & Trust 
Oak Park Senior Living 
Mano Amiga Inc. 
Hansen Family Foundation 
Meals From The Heart 
Scout Inc. 
Lakeview Hospital
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In the June issue I shared about the 
new ministry opportunity, “Serving 
Beyond the Bars”, in which maximum 
security offenders pack Mano Amiga 
Meals from the Heart meals for local 
food shelves. The beyond the bars 
action is two-fold.

As I mentioned in last month’s article, a 
Meals from the Heart “Serving Beyond 
the Bars” meal packing event allows 
offenders to provide meaningful and 
significant service to the community as 
a means of restitution for their crime. 
While this ministry opens a door for 
the offenders to offer restitution to our 
community, it also allows members of 
our community to serve in a facility 
they typically drive past without much 
thought about the offenders inside. The 
“Serving Beyond the Bars” ministry 
comes full circle as the meals packed 
move beyond the bars out into homes 
in our community.  

On Thursday, May 29, the community 
showed its support for the program, 
as 100 people came together for a 
Meals from the Heart by Mano Amiga 
“Serving Beyond the Bars” fundraising 
dinner at the Lake Elmo Inn.  

The evening began with a powerful 
message from a minimum-security 
offender from the Stillwater 
correctional facility.  He spoke about 
the hope of restarting his life following 
the journey that led him to being 

Service Beyond The Bars:
A Community Comes  
Together by Tom Thiets

Trinity member and Minnesota District 
Court Judge Jack Tunheim spoke to 

attendees at the Meals from the Heart 
by Mano Amiga “Serving Beyond 

the Bars” fundraising dinner at the      
Lake Elmo Event Center on May 29. 
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incarcerated.  Packing meals for the 
community fills him with hope and is 
one step on a long path to recovering 
his life.

Michelle Smith, warden of the 
Minnesota Correctional Facility in 
Stillwater, and Terry Carlson, deputy 
commissioner for the Minnesota 
Department of Corrections, spoke 
about the importance of restorative 
justice and the impact of last 
November’s initial trial packing event 
at the prison; they also expressed their 
gratitude for this new ministry. 

The keynote speaker for the evening 
was Jack Tunheim, a Trinity member 
and a United States District Court 
Judge.  Judge Tunheim spoke 
eloquently about the hope contained 
in the restorative justice process, as 
well as the disparities of sentencing 
guidelines and the application of these 
guidelines. 

The purpose of the event really 
hit home when the parents of one 
maximum-security offender spoke.  
They had driven up from southern 
Minnesota so that they could explain 
what the meal-packing event truly 
means to their family.  They tearfully 
shared their son’s story and how our 
interaction at last November’s meal-
packing event introduced new hope 
into his life. A letter from the mother 
is included in this issue.

All-in-all, it was a powerful evening filled 
with hope.

Funds raised at the event paid for 
ingredients and supplies for maximum-
security offenders to pack 80,784 meals 
for local food shelves on Saturday, June 7. 
This packing event was another emotion-
filled day, as offenders openly shared 
about the consequences of their actions 
and how their life is unfolding in prison. 

This new ministry is just beginning — 
there will be more opportunities for you 
to both serve and support it as it expands 
into other facilities!



By Tom Thiets

Dear Tom and friends at Trinity Lutheran Church and Mano Amiga,

We just returned home from the restorative justice Serving Beyond the Bars fundraising Dinner that was 

held at the Lake Elmo Event Center. We had been instructed by our son Barry that we had to attend. 

We are so glad that we did. It was an incredible evening that filled me with hope. It was such a joy to see 

what your organization is doing to restore hope and acceptance to the lives of incarcerated men. 

My son Barry is serving a sentence for taking the life of two human beings. He begins the 20th year of 

incarceration MCF-Stillwater on June 2, 2014. Thankfully his life has been transformed by God since he 

surrendered to Him just before his sentencing in 1995. We live south of the Twin Cities and we visit him 

as often as we can, but it is difficult at times to help him remain positive about the future. We have a few 

members of our family that take the time to go visit Barry, and I am very grateful for them.

We give thanks to God that Barry has used the time of his incarceration to educate himself.  He had 

received a scholarship from North Central Bible School to receive a degree in Religious Studies.  

Somehow someone at North Central Bible School heard his story and paid for a portion of his tuition. 

Because of this Barry was encouraged, because somebody believed he was worth the investment. 

Since then Barry has also completed a Master’s Degree in Business in 2013.  He had an Omegas Prison 

Ministry friend who is helped him pay for his tuition for the Master’s Degree.

He strives hard to remain positive and look forward to life, but it is so very difficult to maintain one’s 

spirit in prison. One feels lost to the world or, more accurately, forgotten. We all accept that it is part 

of the price that he must pay for his poor decisions and actions, but as a mom it just breaks my heart to 

imagine that he is forgotten.

We visited Barry two days after you and the Mano Amiga guys arrived at the prison to pack the “Meals 

from the Heart” meals. You must know this: the time spent with you and your team was a turning point 

for Barry and many of the guys at the prison. Barry was so excited to report to us about how everyone 

worked together and that there were no issues at all. He could hardly stay seated. He said that “They 

treated us as men. As equals!”  “They gave us such respect.” he added.  Barry went on to share about 

how much it meant to him. He said that it was such a privilege to work with people outside the walls 

of the prison. Many people judge these men who have committed violent crimes as not worth anything. 

Some prisoners have no one come to visit. The arrival of your team and the offering of meaningful 

service to the community was a gift beyond dollar value. How can one put a price on hope in the life of 

a hopeless man? We thank God for you, your team, and your church.

Tom, the act of recognition of these men as having value from people from outside the prison has had 

a powerful effect on these guys.  It gives them hope that maybe someday that they can be forgiven and 

accepted by society even though most will never re-enter a life beyond the bars. It has tremendous 

meaning in their lives.

He serves with the Offender Restorative Justice team at the Stillwater Correctional Facility. Barry now 

lives to help those around him and to make restitution to victims of crime.

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for your love and acceptance of these men who have made 

some horrible choices. They pay everyday with their freedom for the crime they committed.

Blessings to you and all that support this wonderful ministry.

A grateful,

Mom :-)

Serving Beyond the Bars 
perspective
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Kids at the Andrew Grene School 
in Haiti line up for lunch — 
featuring food packed by Trinity 
members at this winter’s Mano 
Amiga/Meals from the Heart 
community meal-packing event at 
Andersen Windows.  

A container filled with the dry-
packed meals arrived in Haiti in 
May — the culmination of months 
of planning by Mano Amiga and 
leaders at Trinity and our partner 
Long Island Lutheran School in 
Brookville, NY.  

In a letter to all three 
organizations, Andrew Grene 
School Principal Ricot Pierre 
expressed joy and gratitude for the 
food:

Today it was with great joy that 
students took [to] the lines to 
[receive] their food. It is true 
that students have received food 
throughout the year, from your 
previous shipment to your partner. 
But it was a monstrous expense. 

I thank all those who labor for the 
accomplishment of this wonderful 
initiative…The students of Andrew 
Grene High School now have 
the certainty that they receive a 
meal regularly coming to school. 
Knowing the situation of misery 
of the people, what could be more 
motivating!? Yes, Hope Starts 
When Hunger ends! 

I know that this work, it is a real 
challenge, But I hope that God 
will help you to have the necessary 
means to maintain this ideal. 

Many thanks to you all.

M i S S i O N S :

Minnesota Meals Mean Lunch  
for Haitian Students  
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AWE/Retired Men Boat Tour

The Retired Men teamed up with AWE on 
Wednesday, June 11, to take a boat tour 
down the St. Croix and learn more about the 
new St. Croix bidge.  A representative from 
MNDOT explained the history of the bidge, 
as well as the intricacies of the current bridge 
construction.  And of course:  there also was 
fantastic food and lots of fun!



Bridge for Trinity
First Monday of the month 
8:45 a.m.-Noon – Garden Room 
Cost: $5
bridgefortrinity@gmail.com 

Prayer Group Invitation
Tuesdays, 1 p.m. – Narthex
Trinity’s Prayer Group meets 
each week for 30 minutes to offer 
prayers for members, friends, and 
others. We invite you to join us! 
It is a wonderful way to center 
yourself and feel connected to 
God. We look forward to praying 
with you.

Healing Touch Group 
First Thursday of the month, 2 
p.m. – Narthex
Lois Berglund, 651-342-0896

The Ruth Circle had another great retreat in Two Harbors!  The sun shined and the 
ladies enjoyed lots of fun things to do, thanks to excellent planning by Kathy Opland 
and Donna Jorgensen.
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Celebrating Seniors Luncheon & Sing-Along

Ruth Circle Retreat 2014

Phil Kadidlo, Robin Cain, and Zanny 
Johnson sang songs from the 40s, 50s, 
60s and 70s at the Celebrating Seniors 
luncheon on Wednesday, June 4.  This 
particular photo was shot while they 
were singing “Boogie Woogie Bugle 
Boy”, originally popularized by the 
Andrews Sisters in 1941. 
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C A R E 

M i N i S T R i E S

By Zanny Johnson

As I dig into relationships with other people who are in the last chapter(s!) of their 
lives, I want to hang on to them — to stop time, to grab onto them, to hold my 
breath so they won’t leave.  Loving others and worrying about losing them is so 
hard, especially when I am running around, losing my breath, glomming onto the 
love and light their presence brings me.  But when I stop, when I breathe, when 
I remember, I know they are and always will be with me.  By the power of the    
Holy Spirit and the mystery of eternal Presence, they are forever mine.

The beauty of these relationships reminded me of a prayer by Steve Garness-
Holmes, which I thought you might enjoy as much as I do:

Holy Breath,
today I will face a conflict I don’t want to face.

I pray for your Spirit:
not the flaming power to vanquish enemies,

but the warmth to soften hearts,
the tongues of flame to speak the truth,

the light to see clearly, and to be light for others.
I breathe deeply of your life-giving wind,

the Word that creates, the song that blesses.
May your breath of life fill me and guide me,

and be my only power.
Regardless of the outcome,

be my breathing and my speaking.

Holy Breathing, hold my being from the inside.
By your grace in me

may I be steadfast and reverent,
true to myself and compassionate,

lithe and persistent, strong and gentle.
May my only goal be to love,

my only hope to witness to your faithfulness.

I breathe in your grace; I breathe out your love.
Holy Breathing: peace. Amen.

C A R i N G  i N  T h E  i N T E R i M

h E l P 
w A N T E D : 
D R i v E - i N 

C O F F E E 
A N D 

T R E A T S
Many of you know that coffee and 
scones are hugely popular at the  
9 a.m. Drive-In service in Houlton. 

What you might not know is that 
the people who bake those scones, 
make that coffee and serve it are 
all volunteers — coordinated by 
Director of Worship Ministries Phil 
Kadidlo. Phil’s wife, Robin, serves 
as the Sunday morning “coach” 
most weekends. 

Phil and Robin will be gone a few 
weekends this summer, so they need 
folks to step into their coordinator 
roles during that time. If you have a 
suitable hauling vehicle, can lift the 
medium-heavy coffee containers, 
and be at the Drive-In early to 
make coffee and lemonade, you’re 
perfect for the job!  

Please talk to Robin or Phil about 
signing up to help out (you can 
email Phil at pkadidlo@trinitylc.
org). They’re happy to train you!  
They also welcome additional set-
up help and donated treats ANY 
weekend during the summer. 

Sign up — or just show up at the 
church kitchen at 7:30 a.m. or at the 
Drive-In at 8 a.m. or so and pitch 
in!

T h e  e T e r n i T y  o f 
r e l a T i o n s h i p s

Word in Season daily devotional 
books available
Pick up a copy of the daily devotional 
book Word in Season and enrich your 
life with scripture and a contemporary 
message for each day. A new collection 
is available quarterly. Its small size 
makes it easy to carry with you or 
have at your bedside. Word in Season 
replaces Christ in Our Home. Books  
are available in the Church Office for  
$2 each ($3 large print).
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When I began here 
at Trinity nine 
years ago, to sing 
with Phil and help 
lead worship, I 
quickly was asked 
to take on the 
organization of our 
worship assistants:  
communion servers, 
greeters and ushers. 

There was —and 
still is— only one 
problem: I’m not that 
organized!  

Our Worship Assistant Ministry has only happened 
because so many of you have raised your hands to help.  

And the most hand-raising people of all have been Fred 
and Dee Hertenstein. 

When I put out the “ask” for usher coordinators for each 
of the three services, Fred and Dee said yes to coordinating 
the Saturday night service — and they have done so, like 
clockwork, for the past nine years! 

Those of you who call Saturday night “your” service 
know the Hertensteins, and have most likely received a 
phone call from them wondering if you would commit to 
ushering for a month during the calendar year.  If you said 
yes, you received a reminder from them and a thank you 
note. 

All of this, for all these years, as a result of one little ask 
from me.  Wow!  

Fred and Dee have exhibited such steady, deep 
servanthood, and have been such examples of the humility 
of Christ to me; they also have become dear friends.  

After all these years of ministry, they are “retiring” from 
this service.  When you see them, please thank them for 
their dedication and devotion!

P.S.  This means we have an immediate opening for this 
position — see me!                                  

  —Zanny Johnson

Caring for the people of Trinity is one of our highest 
callings as a congregation. It is the work of the whole 
congregation: we each care for one another and provide 
support as we can. One of the reasons we have so many 
groups and teams is that it is there that care begins: in the 
smaller groups where we are known. We also train people 
specifically for the work of providing care, such as the 
Befrienders Ministry Team. Care is never the work of one 
individual or pastor; it is a congregational way of living. 

In this time of transition in our Mutual Care Ministry, the 
Church Council has made the following commitments:

To form a Mutual Care Ministry Team, comprised •	
of three individuals: a Pastor of Mutual Care; a 
Congregational Care Coordinator; and a Parish 
Nurse.

The Pastor of Mutual Care will be the team lead, •	
developing teams and leaders to provide care, leading 
the entire staff in care for the congregation, and 
coordinating visitations and funerals. This will be a 
20-hour-per-week position.

The Congregational Care Coordinator will work to •	
identify and help coordinate care congregation-wide 
with an emphasis on social, fellowship and community 
needs. This will be a 20-hour-per-week position.

A Parish Nurse, who will focus on the health and •	
wellbeing of our aging population and provide some 
general wellness education for the congregation. This 
will be a 10-hour-per-week position.

This team model fits within our current budget, and •	
will help the congregation become even more effective 
in providing care for one another. 

Walt Ogburn and Dana Miller are co-leading the Call 
Committee charged with identifying our next Pastor of 
Mutual Care, and they have begun their regular meeting 
schedule. They will post updates of the Call Committee’s 
work in Trinity Today, so please watch for that.

Zanny Johnson has begun her work as Congregational 
Care Coordinator, with much initial success. She is eagerly 
awaiting the arrival of the rest of this team. 

We are engaged with the St. Croix Valley Parish Nurse 
Program out of Lakeview Hospital and hope to interview 
potential candidates by the end of the summer. 

This is exciting news for our Mutual Care Ministry — we 
will soon begin a new year of relationships, team building 
and discovery together!

C a r e  
p a s t o r  
u p d a t eT h a n k  Y o u …

F r e d  &  d e e 
h e r T e n s T e i n

By Pastor Dan Poffenberger



Summer Stretch Off to a  
Great Start! 
Transformations are fun to watch. 
Like the transformation that happens 
when 20 junior high students come 
together for a powerful day of service 
and fun, most of them knowing only 
one or two other people in the room. 
Transformation from a collection of 
separate people to a group of youth 
working together for a common cause, 
getting dirty, laughing together, and 
playing together.

This is what Summer Stretch is. Our 
first week took us to Ox Lake: a group 
of strangers on a bus who ended up 
spending the day shoveling and lifting 
buckets of dirt that weighed close to 
what some of the participants weigh! 
We pulled weeds and collected timber. 
We told stories. We learned about Jesus’ 
commandment to “Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, soul and mind 
and love your neighbor as yourself.” 
And then we played! Through intense 
games of RoboBot, Medic, Screaming 
Toes and GaGa, we grew in relationship 
with one another.

I’m thankful for this group of junior 
high students and am looking forward 
to an even deeper transformation to 
come in the next few weeks. (Look for 
a full report in the next issue – complete 
with pictures!)

—Kristin Tranby

Helping Hearts & Hands Camp
The Scripture focus for this summer’s 
Helping Hearts & Hands (HHH) Camp 
is the greatest commandment from 
Matthew 22:37-39:

You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart,  and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind...and You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.

Students completing grades 3-6 will live 
this out by helping behind the scenes 
at WAPO Bible Camp, assisting with 
computer removal and recycling here 
at Trinity, connecting with some of 
our Senior Saints to learn about their 
faith, learning from a Special Olympics 
Global Messenger, and playing a 
supportive role at Special Olympics at 
Stillwater High School on June 27. 

Jenny Hanlon and I will co-lead this 
camp, and the three fabulous Trinity 
Interns will each lead one of the small 
groups.  We’ll have a full and fun report 
in the next issue of Trinity Today.  Until 
then, we invite you to hold us in prayer. 

—Julie Jolivette
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Children, youth & familiesSUMMER
Service

OF
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The Children’s, 
Youth and Family 
Ministries team is 
lucky to have three 
eager interns this 
summer.  Get to 
know them below 
— then stop by the 
Church Office and 
say hi!
 
Rachel 
Coppock
Sophomore at 
Concordia College, 
Moorhead, Minn.
Major: Vocal Music 
Education

I’ve grown up in 
Trinity and I just love 
being involved in church communities. 
[Being an intern here] is a good way to 
continue being involved and to grow 
in my faith while I’m helping others do 
the same. I love working with kids and 
being around them — it’s such a joy!  
It’s always fun for me.   I’m hoping to 
learn how to communicate and interact 
with people on a more work-like 
level because it is a good skill to have, 
especially going into a career in which I 
will have to work with people all of the 
time.

Some crazy things about Rachel:  Weird 
faces. Yeah, that should be listed under 
“talent”.  I’ve been an assisting minister 
here at Trinity since I was going into 
6th grade.  Next year I’ll be in the 
Concordia Choir — we’re going to 
Florida next year and our international 
tour is the year after!
 
Eliana Johnson
Sophomore at North Park University, 
Chicago, Ill.
Major: Nonprofit Management with a 
certificate in Conflict Transformation

I think being a part of this community 
in a new way is really cool.  I’ve grown 

up here but it’s really awesome to see 
a different side of it. I’m really looking 
forward to the camps: we’re starting 
to do some planning, so I’m excited to 
hang out with the little kids. My mom 
(Zanny Johnson) works here, so I’ve 
kind of seen what a cool workplace it 
is and I think it’s different than a lot of 
places in that it’s really personal and 
people actually care about you here.  
Plus it’s really convenient, since I only 
live two blocks away!

Some crazy things about Eliana: I know 
American Sign Language (so does 
Abby).  Rachel and I make weird faces 
at each other.  And when I was 12, I 
was in a video promo for the Trinity 
Drive-In.  I was kinda famous for that 
for awhile!  Oh and next year I’ll be an 
RA (resident assistant).

Abby Longnecker
Junior at Bemidgi State University, 
Bemidgi, Minn.
Major: Social Work

I chose this [internship] to work in 
a positive work environment and to 
learn a new variety of skills.  And like 
Eliana, I want to work with families 
and kids — and since I’ll be working 

with families and kids, 
that’s similar to what 
I’ll be working in the 
future.  There are a 
lot of good people 
here and it’s a good 
environment in which 
to work — and it’ll 
give me a chance to 
grow in my faith from 
a new perspective.  
I’ve grown up here 
so it’s a way to learn 
about my church in a 
new way, to learn the 
details and what goes 
on around here.

Some crazy things 
about Abby: I’m 
going sky-diving 
this summer!  And 

I am almost licensed in SCUBA 
diving.  Yeah, I’m a thrill-seeker. I like 
adventures.  
 
Some more interesting facts about these 
young women:

•	 They were all in the same Mexico 
Mission group in 2012

•	 They	also	were	all	in	a	Breakfast	
Club, which originated with the 
Mexico Mission group but later 
grew to include girls who had not 
been on the trip but wanted to 
enjoy breakfast and devotions with 
each other. “We talked about our 
highs and lows, prayed about what 
we needed to pray about, and ate 
bagels!”

MEET ThE iNTERNS!

Thank you!
Thanks to all of you for supporting 
outdoor camp ministries!  The envelope 
fundraiser was a great success and more 
students will enjoy Bible camp this 
summer due to your generosity!

—Jody Nyenhuis

Interns Eliana Johnson, Rachel Coppock and Abby Longnecker join the CYF 
team for the summer.
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By Doug Johnson

Trinity’s Congregational Council on 
April 27 created the “Opening Doors” 
Appeal Review Task Force, which is 
charged with developing a plan to bring 
the “Opening Doors” Appeal to a 
conclusion.  The congregation voted in 
2011 to do a capital fund appeal for the 
purpose of designing and constructing 
an expansion to the church.  At the 
time, the entire cost of the project was 
estimated to be $4 million, which would 
be raised through financial pledges and 
donations from the congregation; this 
amount increased to $5.4 million at a 
later date.  

At the November 2013 Annual Meeting, 
the Council announced it would not 
move forward with a congregational 
vote on the project until 85% ($4.6 
million) of the money had been 
pledged or received, and 85% (500) of 
the families in the congregation had 
either pledged or contributed.  So far, 
69% of the money has been raised or 
pledged, and 70% of the families have 
participated.   

As a result, the Council decided that 
the “Opening Doors” Appeal should be 
brought to a conclusion.  It also decided 
the best way to do this was to create 
an independent, ad hoc committee of 
congregation members that would 
review the “Opening Doors” Appeal, 
including its feasibility and options, 
seek guidance from the congregation, 
and recommend to the Council 
and congregation a plan to end the 
“Opening Doors” Appeal.  The Task 
Force’s report is due by Oct. 1, which 
will enable the congregation to take 
action on it at the November Annual 
Meeting.

The Task Force has the following 
charge:

•	 Study	all	of	the	issues	causing	the	
“Opening Doors” Appeal to not meet 
its goals in a timely manner;

•	 Request	proposals	from	the	
congregation regarding what 

O P E N i N G  D O O R S

“Opening Doors” Task Force Tapped

steps might be taken to enable the 
“Opening Doors” Appeal to meet its 
goal of $4.6 million;

•	 Review	and	determine	the	feasibility	
of any submitted proposal to raise the 
money to meet the goal;

•	 Study	alternative	ways	to	bring	
the “Opening Doors” Appeal to a 
conclusion;

•	 Recommend	a	method	of	bringing	
the “Opening Doors” Appeal to a 
conclusion.

To ensure the Task Force is 
independent, the resolution gave 
Council President Eric Jackson the 
authority to name a task force chair 
and authorize the chair to recruit 10 
to 12 task force members.  Jackson 
appointed me as the chair; I, in turn, 
appointed Lois Berglund, Jim Brown, 
Mark Gieseke, Gerrie Granquist, Chris 
Johnson, Todd King, Jill Longnecker, 
Jolene Patterson, Rick Slachta, John 
Weyrauch and Ann Wolff.  This group 
represents a variety of ages, experiences, 
expertise, and opinions — all of which 
are critical for this Task Force to be 
effective. We have been meeting weekly 
since June 5.

We are now seeking ideas from the 
congregation regarding what to do with 
the appeal.  We will study every idea we 
receive, and forward the best of them 
to the Council and the congregation for 
consideration.  

The Task Force is neither a fund-raising 
group nor a blame-placing group; we 
will move forward in a positive manner 
and find the best solution for Trinity.

Submit your  
“Opening Doors” ideas!

 
Email:  

Openingdoors@trinitylc.org

Mail:   
Mail letters to the church,  

Attn: “Opening Doors”

Offering Plate:   
Place your idea in an 

envelope marked  
“Opening Doors” and put it 

in the offering plate
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July is a month of firecrackers and 
sparkles. The Stillwater Public Library 
hosts the ‘Light a Spark’ event on the 
4th of July; the water on the St. Croix 
sparkles when the sun hits the waves; 
stargazers lay on lake docks to watch 
stars sparkle in the night sky; and 
diamond rings sparkle on the hands of 

summer brides. The Trinity 
Library brings sparkle to 
your life as well — through 
quality books that provide 
devotions, knowledge, 
support and enjoyment.

Our first pick, The Round 
House by Louise Erdich, is 

recommended by Jerilyn Jackson, a 
member of the Tuesday Morning Book 
Club, who writes:

This is a book that has 
unexpectedly become one of my 
favorites. I have read several other 
novels by Louise Erdich, most of 
which have dealt with the modern 
plight of the Native American 
community. I have always been 
impressed by the author’s mastery 
of storytelling and the written 
word; however, her frequent 
use of allegory, and sometimes 
metaphysical treatment of this 
subject, have not always appealed 
to me. With The Round House, 
she has put her considerable skills 
toward a more straight-forward 
telling of the story of a family in 
the midst of a mysterious tragedy. 
The narrator is the young son 
who is grappling with the impact 
of events upon his family and 
life on the reservation. His voice 
is true and believable as are the 
other notable characters who 
populate this story.  The reader 
is held in suspense as revelations 
play out with faultless timing. 
The compelling themes of 
violence and justice in the Native 
American experience make this a 
very worthwhile read.

B o o k s  t o  “ s p a r k ” 
Y o u r  I n t e r e s t 

Jerilyn meets with her book club at 
9 a.m. each Tuesday morning in the 
Trinity Library — please join them!

Trinity member and national best-
selling author, Colleen 
Baldrica, recommends two 
books by author Stephanie 
Landsem: The Well and 
The Thief. Similar to the 
historical/biblical-fiction 
style of The 
Red Tent 

by Anita 
Diamant, The Well tells 
the story of a woman’s 
encounter with Jesus. 
The familiar story of the 
woman at the well is told 
biblically in John 4: 4-43: 
Jesus breaks Jewish custom when 
he encounters a Samaritan woman 
at Jacob’s Well and asks her for a 
drink of water. Landsem introduces 
the readers to Mara and her mother 
Nava, struggling and shunned because 
of their sins. The Thief, meantime, 
brings ancient Jerusalem to life 
with the story of a Jewish woman, 
a Roman centurion, and Mouse, an 
accomplished thief. These characters 
become caught up in the arrest, trial, 
and crucifixion of Jesus.

The Jezebel Letters by 
Eleanor Ferris Beach is 
a semi-fictional account 
of the Bible’s infamous 
queen. The novel is based 
on historical research, 
archaeological excavation 
and knowledge of the 

geography and culture of ancient 
Israel and Judah’s history.  The book 
just might change your opinion of 
Jezebel from a wonton traitor to a 
regal, politically active wife, mother, 
and queen in Israel.

LibraryTRINITY LibraryTRINITY

LibraryTRINITYLibraryTRINITY

LibraryTRINITY

If you’re interested in the lives of 
prominent, faithful women, you will 
appreciate Enduring Lives: Portraits 
of Women and Faith in 
Action by Carol Lee 
Flinders.  Flinders writes 
about women who have 
dedicated their lives to 
improving the human 
condition.  She shares the 
lives of four women: Sister 
Helen Prejean, a Roman 
Catholic nun who befriended death-
row inmates; Jane Goodall, scientist, 
environmentalist, and humanitarian; 
Etty Hillesum, a Jewish intellectual 
who experienced Auschwitz; and 
Tenzin Palmo, a Tibetan Buddhist 
nun who diminished human 
suffering.

We are grateful to the LADC 
preschool staff for 
their recent donation 
of numerous children’s’ 
books to the Trinity 
Library. The books have 
good messages to share 

with young 
readers. 
Children will be 
excited to see we now 
have the interactive 
Pete the Cat series. 
Parents will be 
singing Pete’s song 

along with their children.

All of these books can be found 
on the Library satellite shelving 
in the Narthex, just outside the 
Worship Center. Some of the books 
recently recommended by Pastor 
Poffenberger and Pastor Vos also 
are displayed and ready for you to 
‘Check It Out! 

Wishing you a summer  
with many sparkles,

Norma Wilson 
Trinity Library Volunteer



•	 Finley Elizabeth Ronayne – daughter 
of Ray & Ashley Ronayne 

•	 Max Ryder Davis – son of   
Michael & Megan Davis
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O P P O R T u N i T i E S

A T T E N D A N C E

T R A N S P O R T A T i O N

May 24 & 25
5 p.m. ............ 28
Drive-In ..... 394 
10 a.m. .......... 86 

May 31 & June 1
5 p.m. ............ 41  
Drive-In ..... 225  
10 a.m. ........ 124 

June 7 & 8
5 p.m. ............ 50  
Drive-In ..... 436
10 a.m. ......N/A

June 14 & 15
5 p.m. ............ 60  
Drive-In ..... 246  
10 a.m. ........ 158 

• the family and friends of Barb 
Bylander who passed away on June 2.

• the family and friends of Glorianne 
(Roger) Benson who passed away on 
June 4.

• the family and friends of Norma 
Anderson who passed away on June 9.

S y M P A T h y

B A P T i Z E D

P h O T O
D i R E C T O R y

Send your photos!
If you did not have your photo taken for 
the upcoming Trinity directory, good news: 
you can submit a photo! 
Digital photos may be emailed to Trinity’s 
Director of Communications, 
Kim Pleticha, at kpleticha@trinitylc.org.
Hard copy photos may be dropped of in 
the Church Office (if you would like your 
photo returned, please put your name, 
address and telephone number on the back). 
LifeTouch charges us $10 per submitted 
photo; please make your check payable to 
Trinity.  
If you have any questions, please call Kim 
at ext. 122.

M A N y 
T h A N k S

A warm THANK YOU to all of you who 
volunteered as hosts at our LifeTouch photo 
sessions! The success of our directory is 
due in large part to your friendly assistance 
and willingness to serve on the some of the 
coldest and most miserable winter days.

 Blessings to you all!

FREE teeth cleaning & dental care 
Fri., July 11 or Aug. 8, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
9125 Newgate Ave. N., Stillwater
CrossWinds Community Church of 
Stillwater, in cooperation with Medical 
Teams International, presents FREE teeth 
cleaning and dental care for registered 
individuals. Licensed dental professionals 
will be cleaning teeth and providing filings 
and extractions. Register at one of five in-
take sites: 
•	 Valley	Outreach,	Stillwater
•	 CrossWinds	Community	Church,	

Stillwater
•	 Rock	Point	Church,	Lake	Elmo
•	 St.	Andrews	Church,	Mahtomedi
•	 The	Salvation	Army,	Woodbury	

location
People with no insurance or with MA in 
Washington County and Stillwater area 
are eligible. 

t r i n i t y
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May 25 Through Aug. 31, 2014

•	Wednesdays, 7 p.m. 
The River Youth Worship (Gr. 9-12)

• Saturdays, 5 p.m. 
Evening Worship, Communion

•	Sundays, 9 a.m. 
Drive-In Worship and 
Communion at Houlton, WI

• Sundays, 10 a.m. 
Traditional Worship and 
Communion at Trinity

This month’s recipe comes by way 
of Donna Dielentheis. Although she 
makes this coleslaw dressing for many 
Trinity events, she’ll be the first to tell 
you it’s the Church’s recipe and she 
inherited it. Regardless of where it 
originated, it’s a wonderful addition to a 
summertime meal.

1 cup sugar
1 cup salad oil
1/2 cup cider vinegar
1/2 cup minced onion
1 tsp salt
1 tsp celery seed
1 tsp mustard (prepared)

Use 1/2 cup of dressing for 1 lb. of 
shredded cabbage.

Enjoy!

—Linda Flood, Food Services Manager

F r o m  t h e  K i t c h e n …
Trinity Lutheran  
Coleslaw Dressing

Trinity’s van is available for the Sunday,  
10 a.m. worship service at Trinity. A 
van ride is available for members or 
non-members lacking other means of 
transportation. Please call the  
Church Office at 439-7400 between  
9 a.m. Wednesday and 4 p.m. Thursday 
to reserve your seat each week. Estimated 
pick-up times for senior residences if you 
have reserved a seat:

May 25, 2013 through Aug. 31, 2014
 9:15 a.m. – Boutwell’s Landing at  
   the main entrance
  9:25 a.m. – Raymie Johnson
  9:35 a.m. – Croixdale
  9:40 a.m. – Oak Ridge
  9:45 a.m. – Rivertown Commons
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Thu., July 3
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library 
 7:30 a.m. Spirtual Practice: Off-site
 2 p.m. Healing Touch: Narthex

Fri., July 4 – Independence Day building/office closed 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library

 Sat., July 5
 8 a.m. AA meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Luther Hall
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION

Sun., July 6 
 9 a.m.  DRIVE-IN WORSHIP: Houlton, WI
 10 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION @ Trinity

Mon., July 7   Sr. High Canoe Trip Leaves (Gr. 9-12)
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 8:45 a.m. Women’s Bridge for Trinity: Garden Rm
 1:30 p.m. Commodity Food Distribution: Off-site
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon meeting: Library

Tue., July 8
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 9 a.m. Croixdale Sr. Communion
 10 a.m. Good Samaritan Sr. Communion
 10:30 a.m. Greeley Sr. Communion
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA meeting: Library

Wed., July 9 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 7 p.m. No River Worship 

Thu., July 10 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library 
 7:30 a.m. Spirtual Practice: Off-site
 4:30 p.m. Loaves & Fishes: Off-site

Fri., July 11   Seeds Camp Leaves (Gr. 2-3)
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Rm 108B

Sat., July 12
 8 a.m. AA meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Luther Hall
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION

Sun., July 13 
 9 a.m.  DRIVE-IN WORSHIP: Houlton, WI
 10 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION @ Trinity
  Wapo Camp Leaves (Gr. 4-6)
  Sr. High Canoe Trip Returns
  Seeds Camp Returns
 7 p.m. Women’s Book Group

Mon., July 14 
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon meeting: Library

Tue., July 15
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Camp Nibble (Gr. 1-2)
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA meeting: Library

Wed., July 16   Sonshine Music Festival Leaves
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 10:15 a.m. Linden Sr. Communion
 7 p.m. The River Worship @ Otto Berg Park

J u N E  2 0  —  J u l y  3 1

Thu., July 17
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library 
 7:30 a.m. Spirtual Practice: Off-site

Fri., July 18   Wapo Camp Returns
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Rm 108B
 10:30 a.m. Boutwells Sr. Communion
 1:15 p.m. Rivertown Commons Sr. Communion

Sat., July 19   Sonshine Music Festival Returns
 8 a.m. AA meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Luther Hall
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION

Sun., July 20
 9 a.m.  DRIVE-IN WORSHIP: Houlton, WI
 9 a.m. GLOW Canoe Adventure: Off-site
 10 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION @ Trinity

Mon., July 21
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 4 p.m. Congreg. Council Mtg: Office Conf. Rm
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon meeting: Library

Tue., July 22
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA meeting: Library

Wed., July 23 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 7 p.m. The River @ Drive-In: Houlton, WI

 Thu., July 24
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library 
 7:30 a.m. Spirtual Practice: Off-site
 10 a.m. Knitting Ministry: Narthex

Fri., July 25 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Rm 108B
 10 a.m. Raymie Johnson Sr. Communion
 10:30 a.m. Oak Park Sr. Communion
 1:15 p.m. Oak Ridge Apts Sr. Communion

Sat., July 26
 8 a.m. AA meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Luther Hall
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION

Sun., July 27
            Roots Leadership & Confirmation Camp Leave
 9 a.m.  SRIVE-IN WORSHIP: HOULTON, WI
 10 a.m.  WORSHIP
 7 p.m. Women’s Book Group: Off-site

Mon., July 28
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon meeting: Library

Tue., July 29
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Camp Nibble (Gr. 1-2)
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA meeting: Library

Wed., July 30 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 7 p.m. No River Worship

 Thu., July 31
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library 
 7:30 a.m. Spirtual Practice: Off-site

Fri., June 20 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Rm 108B
 10:30 a.m. Boutwells Sr. Communion
 1:15 p.m. Rivertown Commons Sr. Communion
 11 a.m. Memorial—Norman Anderson 

Sat., June 21 
 8 a.m. AA meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Luther Hall
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION

Sun., June 22
 9 a.m.  DRIVE-IN WORSHIP: Houlton, WI
 10 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION @ Trinity
 7 p.m. Women’s Book Group

 Mon., June 23
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon meeting: Library

Tue., June 24 
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 9 a.m. Summer Stretch: Commons
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA meeting: Library
 6 p.m. Discourse Class: Off-site

Wed., June 25
 7 a.m. AA meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Discourse Class: Living Rm
 7 p.m. The River Worship: Hilltop Drive-In

Thu., June 26
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library 
 7:30 a.m. Spirtual Practice: Off-site
 9 a.m. Helping Hands & Hearts Camp
 10 a.m. Knitting Ministry: Narthex

 Fri., June 27 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 9 a.m. Summer Stretch: Commons
 9 a.m. Helping Hearts & Hands Camp
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Rm 108B
 10 a.m. Raymie Johnson Sr. Communion
 10:30 a.m. Oak Park Sr. Communion
 1:15 p.m. Oak Ridge Apts Sr. Communion

Sat., June 28
 8 a.m. AA meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Luther Hall
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION

Sun., June 29
 9 a.m.  DRIVE-IN WORSHIP: Houlton, WI
 10 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION @ Trinity
 11 a.m.  Baptism Class: Garden Rm

 Mon., June 30
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon meeting: Library

Tue., July 1 
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 9 a.m. Summer Stretch: Commons
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA meeting: Library

Wed., July 2
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 1 p.m. BeFriender meeting: Rm 108B
 7 p.m. The River Worship: Pioneer Park

C A l E N D A R
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Vacation Bible School donations welcomed
This August, at VBS, kids will learn about Weird Animals and how Jesus’ Love is 
One-of-a-Kind! Donations are needed. We know summer gets busy, so let us do the 
shopping! Drop off your cash donations in the Church Office or at the Children’s 

Ministries table at the Drive-In. Cash or checks, made out to Trinity 
with VBS in the memo line, are welcome! Please contact Jody 
Nyenhuis at jnyenhuis@trinitylc.org or ext. 138 with questions. Thank 
you in advance for your support of this wonderful summer ministry! 

Join the VBS Fun!! 

Volunteers of all 
ages are needed 
for our Junior Crew 
(completed gr. 5 or 6), 
Crew Leaders (Jr. high 
to adult), and Rotation 
Station Leaders 
(adults). Whether it is 
leading a small group, 
games, Bible stories, 
science, preparing 
snacks, helping in the 
preschool room or 
Nursery, there is a 
place for you at Weird 
Animals Vacation Bible 
School!  
Please contact 
Jody at ext. 138 or   
jnyenhuis@trinitylc.org.


