Skippers Honor Record-Breaking Season – 3/13/10

The Minnetonka Girls Hockey team held their season-ending banquet on Saturday, March 13, remembering a historic season of firsts and bests. 

The varsity team compiled an overall record of 20-4-4, which represents the first season in the program's history with 20 or more wins.  The team scored a record-breaking 111 goals, just under 4 goals per game, complemented by a record low goals against of 36 which represents 1.28 goals against per game. The JV team was equally successful with a season record of 18-5-3. The Skippers, 6-1-1 in Classic Lake games, also earned their first conference championship and advanced to the Section championship for the second consecutive season.

Junior Rachel Ramsey was honored with an All-State team nomination, while senior Brenna Flatley received an All-State honorable mention. Junior goaltender Julie Friend was recognized on the All-Metro team. Five Skippers achieved Classic Lake All-Conference nominations: Ramsey, Flatley and Friend were joined by senior Natalie Berg and junior Carolyn Draayer. Senior Jena Wilder and junior Paige Baldwin garnered All-Conference honorable mention.

The team voted Julie Friend as Most Valuable Player for the second straight season.  Senior Marit Zelinsky’s contributions were recognized as Most Improved Player. The team awarded Carolyn Draayer the “Kelly Phillips Award” for leadership and character. 

Finally, team captains for the 2010-2011 season were announced. Carolyn Draayer will succeed Flatley as captain, with and Rachel Ramsey being joined by Julie Friend and Paige Baldwin as assistant captains. 

The team looks forward to building on this season’s accomplishments with more success to come in the future.
Hopkins Steals Section Final – 2/19/10

Tonka's dreams of a first-ever State Tournament berth were dashed on Friday February 19 at Parade Ice Arena. The Skippers put on a dominant performance, but it was Hopkins who snuck away with the win. 

The Skippers controlled the play for most of the night, and put 40 shots on Hopkins goalie Kallie Billadeau while coming away empty handed. A tight-checking game by Hopkins helped the Royals, but Billadeau seemed to have concocted a force-field around the net. In the second period alone, Minnetonka outshot Hopkins 14-2. But much to the Skippers dismay, the second period ended with a 1-0 deficit for them on the scoreboard. The goal came as Hopkins brought the puck around from behind the Skippers net. Minnetonka goalie Julie Friend moved strongly to her left to poke-check the puck. Instead the puck inexplicably bounced up and over Friend to the other side of the goal, onto the stick of the awaiting Royal. Similar plays for Minnetonka left the puck loose in the crease behind Billadeau, who was able to safely cover the puck to stop play.  

Friend stopped the remainder of Hopkins shots, while Minnetonka tried to even the score and fired an additional 15 shots on net in the third period. But the lone goal held up as the game winner, and Minnetonka experienced a disappointing end to an otherwise stellar season.
Skippers Vault Into Section 6AA Final – 2/17/10

Leaving nothing to chance, the Skippers notched a convincing 7-1 win over the Armstrong Falcons on Wednesday, February 17 at Parade Ice Arena in a tough, physical game. 

Armstrong started the scoring with an early goal by senior Cassie Leoni scoring at 4:32 of the first period. But Freshman Laura Bowman countered for the Skippers with a goal just 20 seconds later, assisted by Amy Petersen. Freshman defenseman Sidney Morin scored the next two -- a first period power-play goal with an assist from Natalie Berg, and another one in the second period, helped by Berg and Rachel Ramsey. 

With a 3-1 advantage for the Skippers entering the third period, Armstrong tried to put on an extra surge to draw even. Instead, Tonka scored four more goals,while the Falcons grew frustrated and physical. Goals were added by Carolyn Draayer, Laura Bowman, Paige Baldwin and Rachel Ramsey.Petersen and Berg had three assists each for the night. Freshman Minnetonka forward Darby Flatley was injured late in the game after being run into the boards by an Armstrong player. She was later diagnosed with a concussion. Netminder Julie Friend closed the door after the first goal, stopping 21 of 22 shots on goal.

With the win, the Skippers advance to the Section championship for the second straight year.
Tonka Sails Their Ships Past Wayzata – 2/13/10

The Skippers made it past the first round of sections last Saturday afternoon defeating Wayzata 7-0. Juniors Paige Baldwin and Carolyn Draayer each scored twice and added an assist for Tonka in the rout. Rachel Ramsey finished the night with a goal and two assists. Sophomore Kira von Steinbergs scored on a nifty move past two Wayzata defenders and beat Wayzata's 8th grade goalie to score the final goal of the game. Julie Friend made 11 saves for the shutout. The Skippers, now headed to the semifinals, will play Armstrong on Wednesday night @ 5:30 at Parade Ice Garden in Minneapolis.
Hopkins Shuts Down Tonka – 2/4/10

Kallie Billadeau made 29 saves in net as the Hopkins Royals gained the upper-hand against the Skippers last Thursday night at Pagel 2-0. Cara Johnson scored the game-winner out front in the second period. Kersten Calder finished the game off with an empty-netter. Sections are about to begin for the Skippers. They will either face Wayzata (probable) or Cooper in the first round on Saturday, February 13 at noon at Parade Ice Garden in Minneapolis.
Tonka Pulls One Out of the Air – 2/2/10


The Skippers faced the visiting Blake Bears on Tuesday, February 2, wrapping up their non-conference game schedule this season.  The Skipper girls were in high spirits after clinching a first-ever conference championship.

Tonka jumped out to an early first period lead on Junior Carolyn Draayer's goal.  What appeared to be a promising start for the team shortly turned into a 2-1 game in Blake's favor.  The Skippers were able to put quality shots on goal on Blake's goalie but were unable to finish.  At times, the Bear's relentless forecheck had the Skippers on their heels in their defensive zone and they were fortunate to be down by only one after the end of the second.

Rachel Ramsey scored the tying goal early in the third period, and what looked to be a defensive ending to the game  turned into a wild, scoring frenzy.  At 14:50 of the third period, the Skippers took the lead on Ramsey's second goal of the game.  The Bears were not finished, though, and 50 seconds later the score was tied again.

The game looked to be headed toward an overtime period.  WIth one final face off in the offensive zone, the Skippers put a flurry of shots on goal and a scramble ensued in front of the Blake crease.  As the time clock ticked down, the Blake goalie made one final desperate pad save, kicking the puck out of harms way.  But Senior Natalie Berg swooped in from the blue line and buried the rebound with exactly 0:05 second left on the game clock.  4-3 Tonka wins!

TONKA GIRLS WIN FIRST EVER CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIP!!!! – 1/30/10


With a tie over the Edina Hornets 0-0, Saturday at Braemar Ice Arena, the Minnetonka Skippers clinched the Classic Lake Conference Championship. Junior Julie Friend made 43 saves for the shutout. To gain sole ownership of the title, the Skippers have to beat or tie the Hopkins Royals this Thursday night at 7 P.M., the last game of the regular season at Pagel.

In its 15 years in existence, Minnetonka Girl's Hockey has never won the conference championship. Hats off to everyone! We've earned it.

Skippers Take Care of Business – 1/26/10


The Minnetonka Skippers traveled to the Plymouth Ice Center on Thursday, January 26, 2010 to take on the Robbinsdale Armstrong Falcons, winning 6-1.  With the victory, the Skippers remain undefeated in the Classic Lake Conference.

Paige Baldwin owns the ice at the Plymouth rink, as she netted two goals in this game as a follow up to her hat trick there earlier in the season.  Carolyn Draayer also had a pair of goals.  Rounding out the scoring for the Skippers were goals from Marit Zelinsky and Amy Petersen.  Julie Friend continued to play strong in goal, earning the victory.

The Skippers move on to an important matchup on Saturday against the Edina Hornets at Braemar for a chance to secure the Classic Lake Conference championship.

Skippers Remain Undefeated in Classic Lake – 1/23/10


With Minnetonka's 6-1 win over Wayzata on Saturday, the Skippers are slowly, but surely, closing in on their first Classic Lake title. 


Freshman Laura Bowman got things started early in the first off a rebound in front of the net. Senior Jena Wilder added to the scoring midway through the first. Both Bowman and Wilder added goals later in the game and junior Rachel Ramsey ended the night with 4 points (2 g, 2a). 


The Skippers look to make it 6-0 in the conference when they take on the Falcons from Armstrong on Tuesday, January 26th.

Tonka Handles Chaska – 1/21/10


Junior Carolyn Draayer led the Tonka team last Thursday night against the Chaska Hawks scoring 2 goals and adding 2 assists in the Skippers 8-1 rout. Tonka was only leading 1-0 after the first period, but got a goal from Shelby Tuseth sniping top shelf, late in the second. The Skippers really turned it up in the third, with goals from Draayer, Brenna Flatley, Marit Zelinksy, Paige Baldwin, Sidney Morin, and Jena Wilder. 


With Thursday's win, the Skippers are on a 6 game win streak. 

Minnetonka Opens Can Against Hopkins – 1/16/10

Coming into Saturday's game against the Hopkins Royals, the Minnetonka Skippers were 3-0 in the Classic Lake Conference and were looking for their fourth win. The Skippers earned the victory in an exciting fashion, 4-1.
 
Carolyn Draayer, who assisted on one of Minnetonka's goals, told reporters, "We were all excited to play Hopkins. We knew it was a big game for us and we came to the rink ready to play and were focused on what we wanted to do."
 
Hopkins got on the board in the first couple minutes of the game, taking the lead 1-0. The Skippers couldn't find the back of the net in the first, or for the majority of the second, and it looked as though they would be trailing 1-0 going into the third.  With .08 seconds left on the clock, Rachel Ramsey's slapshot from the point was tipped by Brenna Flatley, tying the game up at one.
 
The Skippers felt like that goal would sway the momentum towards their team in the final period. That was an understatement. Eight seconds into the third, Ramsey cleanly beat the Hopkins goalie, Kallie Billadeau, on a wrist shot from just inside the blueline. Shortly after, freshman defenseman Hannah Behounek scored off a rising wrist shot from the half wall. The Skippers never looked back. Ramsey also tallied her second goal off an empty netter.
 
"I think we really showed what this team's character is capable of," said Ramsey. " Being down 1-0 until .08 seconds left in the second and then coming back for a 4-1 win really let us realize that good things will come when you persevere."
 
Minnetonka now has a couple days off and then it's back to work against Chaska Thursday, January 21 at the Chaska Community Center. Puck drops at 7:15!

Skippers Slide Past Cougars – 1/14/10


Thursday night became a battle to the end, but the Skippers held on to beat the Centennial Cougars in a close game, 3-2. Centennial scored in the first minute of the game, but Tonka's Shelby Tuseth responded less than 15 seconds later to tie it at 1. With 4:08 left in the first, Amy Peterson scored off a falling shot. The Skippers held the lead from there and eventually went on to win the game 3-2. Laura Bowman also scored for the Skippers. Sydney Rossman made 12 saves in the victory. 

Tonka Sets Stand For Conference – 1/12/10

Entering Tuesday's game against the Edina Hornets, the Skippers held a 2-0 record in the Classic Lake Conference,  scoring 15 goals and allowing none. With Tuesday's 2-0 win over the Hornets, the Skippers are now in first place in the Classic Lake. 

Carolyn Draayer provided the offense for the Skippers,  scoring both goals. Julie Friend finished the night off with the 25 save shutout. " Our physical play and our  focus before the game really helped us with this one," says Friend. I've never beat Edina, so this is a huge win for me and my teammates."  

Skippers Roll in 6-0 Win vs. Armstrong – 1/9/10


The Pagel Activity Center was buzzing on Saturday, January 9, 2010, with four consecutive games featuring the MHS girls and boys hockey teams.  In addition to a day of exciting puck action, Minnetonka's hockey community gathered with their hearts and generosity in support of the Kelly Phillips Foundation's Laces and Guards fundraising drive for Dino Mights Hockey.  

The Skippers earned a decisive victory over Robbinsdale-Armstrong with a balanced team attack. Tonka jumped out to a 3-0 first period lead, with goals coming from each line.  Laura Bowman, Marit Zelinsky and Rachel Ramsey accounted for first period scoring and Carolyn Draayer added a fourth goal early in the second.   Minnetonka's scoring was rounded out by freshmen defenders Sidney Morin and Hannah Behounek.  Morin's goal came on an unassisted rush past all five Armstrong players and a backhand, five-hole shot into the net.  Behounek scored her first career goal about 30 seconds later on a low wrist shot from the blue line that beat the goalie on the glove side.

The win gave the Skippers a 2-0 conference record and set the table for their next match-up against undefeated Classic Lake rival, the Edina Hornets.

Skippers Rout Wayzata – 1/5/10


The Minnetonka Skippers' offense kicked into high gear in their opening conference game this season, defeating Wayzata 9-0.

The win was the result of a nice team effort moving the puck effectively on the big sheet of ice at the Plymouth Ice Arena.  Scoring by the Skippers came from five players and featured  a pair of hat tricks by freshman forward Amy Petersen and junior forward Paige Baldwin.  Kira Von Steinbergs, Rachel Ramsey and Carolyn Draayer also notched goals for the Skippers.

The offensive output was a confidence builder for the Skippers as they head into the heart of their season and some big games against conference rivals

Tonka Falls to Warroad in Kaposia Championship – 1/2/10


The Skippers faced the Warroad Warriors in the championship game of the Kaposia Classic on January 2, 2010.   #1-ranked 1A Warroad and the Skippers skated to a 3-3 tie early in the season and this game was slated to be another close affair.  It was not to be, as the Warriors jumped to an early first period lead against the Skippers and never looked back.

The Skippers battled throughout the game, but were unable to solve Warroad's goalie.  Down 3-0 going into the third period, the Skippers launched an all out offensive attack, including several power play opportunities, hoping for an improbable comeback.  In several cases, what appeared to be sure goals for the Skippers were denied by the opposing tender.   The Skippers suffered their second loss of the season, 5-0, but came home with the second place trophy.

The Skippers now head into January with a busy schedule of conference games, starting with Wayzata on 1/5.

Game 2: Tonka Handles Blake in 5-1 Win – 1/1/10


The second game of the Kaposia Classic matched the Skippers against the Bears of The Blake School.  The Bears came into the tournament as a highly ranked 1A team.  While the Bears' attack pressured the Skippers throughout the game, the Skippers' stingy defensive core held their ground and the offense provided their own firepower to come away with the victory, 5-1.

Carolyn Draayer led the scoring with two goals.  Laura Bowman, Paige Baldwin and Brenna Flatley added a goal apiece.  Freshman goaltender Sidney Rossman had a solid game in net, coming away with her second win this season.

The Skippers advanced to the championship game the next day against #1-ranked 1A Warroad.

Skippers Up to the Challenge, Defeating Roseville in Second Shootout Round – 12/31/09


The first quarterfinal game of the Kaposia Classic in South St. Paul on New Year's Eve was a highly anticipated matchup between the No. 2 ranked Minnetonka Skippers and the No. 3 Roseville Raiders.   The game provided the packed house at storied Wakota Arena the thrill and atmosphere of a championship round.

Roseville's Bethany Brausen scored early in the first period, giving the Raiders a familiar first goal lead. Until Wednesday, Roseville was undefeated when scoring the first goal of a game. The experience of Tonka's upperclassmen kept the Skippers competitive and the score close throughout the entire game. In the third, Minnetonka's assistant captain Rachel Ramsey scored for the Skippers on an incredible, unassisted breakaway that tied the game at 1.  The score remained deadlocked at 1-1 after regulation and an intense overtime period, and the Skippers and Raiders were headed to a shootout. 

Both teams scored once in the first round of the best-of-five shootout. Natalie Berg scored Minnetonka's goal on a deke to her backhand that completely confused the Roseville goaltender. The game ended in the second round of the five player shootout. Seniors Marit Zelinsky and Jena Wilder scored, with Wilder with the game winner. " I didn't know at the time that it was the game winning goal, but it was pretty exciting,"  said Wilder. 

Minnetonka goalie Julie Friend was simply phenomenal in the shootout, shutting down eight  of Roseville's ten shooters, and leading the Skippers to victory.

Tonka Can't Find Answer Against Benilde – 12/22/09


Tuesday night proved to be a frustrating night for Minnetonka, tying 12th-ranked Benilde St. Margaret's 1-1. The Skippers dominated in the shot department, putting up 34 to Benilde's 18, but couldn't put the puck in net enough times. Their only goal came from senior defenseman Brenna Flatley, on a wrist shot from the half-wall, assisted by Rachel Ramsey. 

The Skippers play against #3 Roseville next Thursday, December 31, in the Kaposia tournament and Ramsey knows that this will be a tough game. "We just have to be disciplined and take every possible shot that we can to beat Roseville." 

Baldwin, Bowman Set Tone for Skipper Victory – 12/19/09


The Skippers continued their winning ways Saturday, beating Buffalo 8-1. Junior Paige Baldwin and Freshman Laura Bowman each scored twice in the win. Senior Marit Zelinsky and juniors Courtney McDougal and Carolyn Draayer all ended the night with a goal and an assist. The story of the game, though, was Freshman Sidney Morin's first goal as a member of the varsity team. " It felt good. It's nice to get it over with though,"  she says. " I'm glad I don't have to worry about scoring my first varsity goal anymore."

Minnetonka looks to continue their success against Benilde St. Margaret's this Tuesday, December 22 @ 7 at Pagel.

Tonka Keeps On Rolling – 12/17/09


On Thursday night, the Skippers put another win in the bag with a 3-1 win over the Eden Prairie Eagles.   Minnetonka and Eden Prairie remained scoreless through the first. Rachel Ramsey gave the Skippers the lead at 3:10 of the second on the powerplay. Tonka was clinging to a one-goal lead midway into the third, when sophomore Kira von Steinbergs scored her first goal of the season, giving the Skippers a comforting two goal lead. The Skippers held on to win their sixth game in a row. "We're just going out there and playing," said goaltender Julie Friend. "Nothing too complicated, just having fun." 

The Skippers travel to Buffalo Saturday, December 19, to play the Buffalo Bison. Puck drops at the Buffalo Civic Center at 3 P.M. 

Tonka Routs Blaine – 12/8/09


Tuesday night at the Pagel Activity Center proved to be an eventful night for many of the Minnetonka Skippers. Nine different players figured in Tonka's goals, resulting in an 8-1 win over the Blaine Bengals. 

Minnetonka's first line was dominant, tallying six of the eight goals, including a hat trick from freshman Laura Bowman. Coach Eric Johnson was very pleased with the team's effort and also noted that the underclassman have been stepping up quite a bit lately.  Junior forward Paige Baldwin scored her first goal of the season on the powerplay at 6:14 of the second period. Minnetonka moved the puck efficiently during their powerplays and capitalized on four of the opportunities. 

The Skippers have the rest of the week off, but now get ready to go up against the Eden Prairie Eagles next Thursday December 17 @ Pagel Activity Center @ 7:00 P.M.

Tonka Makes It Look Easy – 12/6/09


The Skippers shut out the Cloquet/Esko/Carlton Lumberjacks Saturday and won the game 5-0. Minnetonka and Cloquet remained scoreless after the first period, but Tonka turned it on in the second. Jena Wilder, Laura Bowman and Rachel Ramsey all scored for the Skippers. Minnetonka ran away with the win in the third as Ramsey tallied her second and senior Natalie Berg scored her first goal of the year on a breakaway. Tonka is now 5-1-1 and looks onto next week as they play the #19 Blaine Bengals on Tuesday, December 8 @ the Pagel Activity Center at 7:00 P.M. 

Tonka Skates Past Proctor In Close One – 12/5/09


On Friday December 4, the Minnetonka Skippers team traveled up to Duluth to take on the Proctor/Hermantown/Duluth Marshall Rails. The game was worth the trip. Even though Minnetonka found themself down 2-1 going into the second, they kept battling and eventually took the lead 3-2 late in the third to come away with the victory. Laura Bowman started off the scoring for the Skippers, followed by Brenna Flatley's goal, and finally with Courtney McDougal's game-winner. McDougal thought that the team did very well overall. "We had some good passing sequences like Laura's goal." Tonka looks to close out the weekend up north in a winning-fashion. They play the Cloquet/Esko/Carlton Lumberjacks tomorrow @1.

Tonka Shuts Out Maple Grove – 11/24/09


 The Skippers met one of their potential section 6AA opponents on Tuesday night beating Maple Grove 4-0. The Skippers' first line accounted for 3 out of the 4 goals, with goals from Amy Peterson, Laura Bowman, and Rachel Ramsey. Bowman thought that the team was very poised with the puck all night long. “We were very patient with the puck, and didn’t panic under pressure.” Other notes to the game included Shelby Tuseth’s goal, her second in 2 games, and goaltender Julie Friend’s first shutout of the year with 13 saves. The team has Thanksgiving weekend off, but then travels up north next weekend to Duluth to play Proctor/Hermantown/Duluth Marshall and Cloquet/Esko/Carlton.

Skippers Squeeze Out Win Against Roseau – 11/21/09

On Saturday November 21, the Roseau Rams battled the Minnetonka Skippers at the Pagel Activity Center, in a rematch of Tonka's 3-1 loss last year up in Roseau. Minnetonka got the better of the Rams this year by pulling out a 2-1 victory. Rachel Ramsey scored her 6th goal of the season, while senior Shelby Tuseth scored her first. Tuseth thought the game went pretty well, but thought the team had some areas in which they could improve. "I think we just need to concentrate more for our first periods." First periods have been troublesome for the Skippers this season, but the whole team knows that it can be fixed. 
Last Minute Effort Earns Minnetonka a Tie – 11/20/09


 Friday night, the Skippers earned a 3-3 tie against the Warroad Warriors in a rather dramatic fashion. Warroad got off to a quick start scoring three times in the first period. Senior Marit Zelinsky (1 goal and 1 assist) had “one of the best games of her career,” said Skippers head coach, Eric Johnson. Rachel Ramsey scored off of a blistering slap shot from the hash marks late in the second period to make it 3-2. With 1:31 left in the third, Minnetonka pulled goaltender Julie Friend, hoping for a last minute offensive spark. The move paid off for the Skippers.  With 31 seconds left in regulation time,  senior Jena Wilder jumped on a loose puck in front of the net and jammed it home. Minnetonka and Warroad combined for a total of 8 shots in overtime, but with no scoring. Friend faced 40 shots in the game and thought the team's effort was present the majority of the game. “We tend to start off slow, which we need to fix. But after the first period, we took the momentum and ran with it. It was a big tie for us.”

Friend, Ramsey and the Skippers deny Mustangs – 11/17/09


 Tuesday Night was an evening of many odd-man rushes for the Breck Mustangs and the Minnetonka Skippers. The Skippers got the better of the situation with the solid presence of goaltender Julie Friend. Friend finished the game stopping 20 of 21 Breck shots, including four breakaways in the second period. With Friend’s goaltending  and Minnetonka’s solid play up front, the Skippers earned a 3-1 victory. The offense provided an early 1-0 lead when freshman Amy Petersen put the puck past the Breck goaltender on a crisp pass from Rachel Ramsey at 6:25 into the first period.   Breck would soon tie it at 12:30 of the first on a scrum in front of the net. From then on, it was the Rachel Ramsey show. The assistant captain scored two, leading the Skippers to their first victory. Peterson, who assisted Ramsey on the third goal, thought the team made a couple mistakes on the blue line that resulted in the breakaways. “ We started out slow, but picked it up as the game went on, especially in the third period."

[bookmark: _GoBack]Special Teams Deflate Skippers' Sail – 11/14/09

The Skippers began the season on Saturday, November 14 at home, matching up against the Stillwater Ponies and losing 5-3. Special teams made the difference in the game, as the defending Class AA State Champion Ponies connected on 3 powerplay opportunities. Stillwater's Jenessa Philipczyk did not waste any time, scoring early at 3:24 of the first period. Minnetonka responded on a breakway by junior center Carolyn Draayer that made it 1-1. Minnetonka took the lead on the man-advantage at 7:20 as junior Rachel Ramsey's wrist shot from the hash marks beat Stillwater's goaltender Marah Sobczak low glove, stick side. After Philiipczk's and Cartony's powerplay goals midway through the first, Stillwater never looked back. Minnetonka's captain Brenna Flatley thought that the Skipper's frequency in the box is what hurt the team the most. "We played hard, but it was the penalties that cost us." Freshman Laura Bowman also scored for the Skippers. The Skippers look to seek their first win this Tuesday, November 17 against the Breck Mustangs @ the Breck Anderson Ice Arena. Puck drops at 7:30 P.M.  Flatley says, "We'll need to work on our special teams in practice and will have to be more disciplined to have a good game against Breck."
