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Financial Assistance Policy

Purpose:  As part of its annual budget, AVHA will allocate $20,000.00 of the profits received from our AVHA Gambling operation during the prior season to the Financial Assistance Fund.  The total amount of assistance that is awarded to all families cannot exceed the amount budgeted, unless authorized via a budget amendment the AVHA Board.

1. All families requesting Financial Assistance must complete the Financial Aid Application.  Incomplete applications will be returned without review.
2. Applicants must specify what they are applying for: (a) payment plan, (b) registration assistance or (c) ice bill assistance, including amount requested.  Application must be received no later than September 15th of the year the season for which assistance being requested begins.
3. Applications will be reviewed by the AVHA Scholarship Committee.  Scholarship Committee will make recommendation to the Finance Committee.  Finance Committee will review recommendations and make final determination whether to grant assistance as recommended by a majority vote.  AVHA Finance Committee reserves the right to deny any application for any reason.  All decisions of the Finance Committee are final.
4. Financial assistance may not exceed season expenses or be applied to previous or future seasons.  The amount of assistance will be limited to (a) registration fees for Mite/U8 players or (b) $1,500.00 for travelling players.
5. Financial assistance is designed to help families get through periods of financial stress.  It is not designed as an annual subsidy and is limited to 3 years per family.
6. Preference will be given to those applicants whose families qualify for public assistance programs such as food stamps, school lunch programs, subsidized after school programs, medical assistance and unemployment insurance.
7. Financial assistance will be provided to cover AVHA registration fees and team ice bills.  Incidental team expenses and team checkbook costs will not be covered through the Financial Assistance program.  Families receiving financial assistance must be current with team checkbook payments or their financial assistance may be suspended and/or forfeited.
8. Families receiving assistance will be required to provide volunteer hours to AVHA per the AVHA Volunteer policy.  Families receiving assistance will also be required to provide additional volunteer hours by working concessions, tournament hours or other duties as specified by the AVHA Finance Committee.  The number of hours will be determined by recommendation of the Scholarship Committee and approved by the Finance Committee and documented in the Financial Assistance Agreement signed by the recipient.  Further, recipients will be required to participate in all AVHA fundraising events, including the AVHA raffle.
9. Financial assistance applicants may be required to meet with the scholarship committee to review their application.  In addition, the scholarship committee reserves the right to request additional documentation for review purposes.  All information, including application, documentation and award amounts will be kept confidential by all parties.
10. Recipient agrees to sign a Financial Assistance Agreement outlining all terms of assistance including award amount and additional volunteer hour requirement.  Failure to sign the agreement or to abide by the terms of the agreement shall lead to forfeiture of award and make a family ineligible for future assistance.
11. AVHA Finance Committee may make exceptions to any above term with a unanimous vote and approval of a majority of the AVHA Board.
