
WRESTLING  
Coaches Advisory Committee 

March 16, 2011 
 

MINUTES 
 

Committee members in attendance: Jamie Olson (Boyceville), Scott Benitz (Wisconsin Rapids), Colin Green (Westby), Bill 
Verbeten (Wrightstown), Terry Manning (Pulaski), Andrew Melton (Spooner – WWCA Representative), Mike Blasczyk 
(representing wrestling officials), Wade Labecki (representing the WIAA).  Committee members unable to attend: Justin 
Tritz (Trackwrestling.com), Arvo Britten (WIAA wrestling official).  Andrew Melton chaired the meeting and Terry Manning 
recorded the minutes. 
 
I. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES - March 17, 2010 
 Bill Verbeten moved to approve, Colin Green second. Minutes approved. 
II. SEASON REGULATIONS 

A. Review of 2010-11 Season Regulations, Topics/Points of Emphasis and Interest 
1. Rules Meetings 
 a. Video – Wade Labecki inquired as to the level of interest in continuing with the rules interpretation 

and rules video as part of the Wisconsin Wrestling Coaches Association (WWCA) annual clinic. 
Consensus among committee members was to continue.  Mike Blasczyk expressed concern with 
occasional technical issues with streaming video. Wade Labecki agreed to check on potential technical 
issues on the WIAA end of the process. 

 b. Coaches Clinic – Bill Verbeten expressed appreciation for the officialʼs session at the WWCA clinic. 
Views the sessions as vital for referees and helpful if coaches can join the session to see how officials are 
going to call situations. Mike Blasczyk concurred and suggested videotaping the session and posting on 
the WIAA website so that all stakeholders could view it. Committee agreed that such communication 
holds great potential to increase consistency across the state. 

 Scott Benitz raised a question about communication among and between officialʼs associations across 
the state. Discussion followed regarding associations sharing interpretations with each other and the 
latitude an association might have with dictating particular interpretations on rules. 

2. Ejections – Contact with officials 
Wade Labecki reviewed ejection statistics, noting the numbers have increased after a significant drop in 
2010. 

3. 7% Rule 
Nothing to report. 

4. Weight Class Options 
Andrew Melton offered a proposal drafted by Barry Schmitt in which individual conferences could use a 
12-weight class option for conference competition only. The 14-weight class system would still be used 
outside of conference competition and for the WIAA tournament series. Andrew shared a distribution of 
weights and participants based on skinfold data for the past four years collected by Justin Tritz. Andrew 
stated further that many schools across the state are struggling to fill 14 weight classes and that the 
high number of forfeits are not good for our sport.  
Colin Green reported that he and his colleagues in the Coulee Conference are eager to experiment with 
an alternative weight class system but are also concerned about the details and potential paperwork of 
such a system. 
Bill Verbeten offered a discussion among Olympian Conference coaches, stating that they would like to 
keep 14 weight classes but be given the flexibility to schedule more multi-dual nights to avoid events in 
which only five or six bouts are wrestled. Significant savings in travel for schools and families could be 
seen. He, too, was concerned about the weigh-in paper trail. 
Scott Benitz also noted concern about the paperwork and the challenge of choosing from week to week 
which team member would wrestle and who wouldnʼt.  Mike Blasczyk asked how a conference would 
determine approval of such a proposal. Majority rule would not necessarily be the fairest route. 
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Wade Labecki stated that there could be a great deal of complication with such a proposal and that it 
would be unlikely that the NFHS would view it favorably. Wade explained that seeking experimental 
status within some conferences for such a proposal would be a reasonable step. 
Scott Benitz questioned the rationale behind any proposal that reduces the number of weight classes to 
an even number.  Discussion continued with regard to participation rates. It was stated that teams are 
struggling to fill weights on a national level but 27 states wanted to keep the 14-weight class system. 
Colin Green noted that loading the 14 weight classes on the top end is not a good proposal. Wade 
Labecki reviewed the WIAA wrestling participation numbers from 1990 to 2010. Numbers are higher 
than 20 years ago, suggesting that the forfeit problem seems to be more of a weight class issue than a 
participation issue.  Andrew Melton recommended that we inform the NFHS that forfeits in wrestling 
continue to be an issue that needs consideration and experimentation. 
Bill Verbeten moved to stay with the current weight classes instead of what is now referred to as 
“Option A” on a national level.  Colin Green second. Motion carried. 
Andrew Melton moved to allow conferences to experiment with weight classes, specifically the 12-
weight class proposal authored by Barry Schmitt.  Colin Green second. Motion carried. 

5. Participation 
 a. Season Start Date – Wade Labecki discussed starting after Thanksgiving. Andrew Melton stated 

that the 2010 survey taken at regional tournaments showed a majority approval (approximately 60%).  
Discussion followed. No action. 

 b. Allowing 8th graders to wrestle up – Committee reviewed and discussed letter offered by Larry 
Villiard, principal at Bruce High School. Wade Labecki pointed out that WIAA membership of middle 
schools would be required for their students to participate on a high school team. WIAA middle school 
membership is a vast minority in the state currently. Wade added that this falls under a constitutional 
item and that such a proposal would need to include all sports. Discussion followed. 

 Scott Benitz moved to allow 8th graders to compete at the high school level.  Jamie Olson second. 
Motion carried 5-2 with Bill Verbeten and Terry Manning opposed. 

6. Forfeits at Varsity – moving to JV  
 Discussed, no action. 
7. Applying rules at subvarsity level  
 Discussed, no action. 
8. WWCA Topics 
 Andrew Melton raised the issue of having too many officials at some WIAA regional tournaments.  Mike 

Blasczyk stated a preference for three quality officials instead of a fourth who may be inexperienced 
and put in a difficult spot. If three mats are only used for one round, itʼs reasonable that three officials 
could handle the workload. For Divisions II & III, three officials would be the optimal number. Division I 
would still require a fourth because three mats are used throughout the day. 

9. Officials Recruitment/Retention 
 Mike Blasczyk encouraged coaches to have their high school wrestlers to obtain a limited/restricted 

license and get involved in youth events. Noted that mentoring programs and the WWCA clinic is 
helpful. Mike stressed the need for coaches to be more considerate of officials, especially the 
young/new ones. Mike has resource materials for officials available on the WIAA website. Noted that 
Refranking.com is helping in the effort too. 

10. Other 
 a.  Wade Labecki shared the current status of referee rankings from the 2010-2011 season. Discussed, 

no action. 
 b.  Mike Blasczyk raised a concern about personalized, sublimated wrestling singlets. He noted that 

these are increasing and issues could ensue. A Wisconsin adaptation may be needed. Mike offered the 
following clean uniform rule motion: along with school names and/or mascots, all uniforms may be 
allowed to include the first and/or last names of the athlete one time on the uniform. Names must be 
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displayed in a sportsmanlike manner and location. In addition, no sayings, clichés, advertisements, etc., 
of any kind will be allowed anywhere on the uniform. Manufacturerʼs logos and commemorative patches 
will be allowed as described by rule 4-1-2 in the NFHS rulebook. This means that all commemorative 
patches must be approved by the WIAA and meet appropriate size restrictions.  Andrew Melton second. 
Motion carried. 

 c.  Mike Blasczyk offered that Wisconsin may be lagging behind in certain interpretations of rules. He 
believes that we will evolve and cited scoring takedowns on the edge as something that is likely to 
change soon (securing ankles will result in a takedown instead of the current ruling of above the knees). 
Mike also discussed some problems with the current female weigh-in procedure. He moved that 
females be weighed in first in dual and/or tournament competition.  Bill Verbeten second. Motion 
carried. 

III. TOURNAMENT PROCEDURES 
A. Review of 

1. Trackwrestling Program – Regional/Sectional/State 
Colin Green moved to keep Trackwrestling procedures for WIAA regional tournaments the same for 2011-
2012 regarding ability to view opponentʼs line-ups and entering head to head information.  Jamie Olson 
second. Motion carried 6-1. 

2. Regional tournaments 
a. Seeding with identical records – Mike Blasczyk made a motion that ties in seeding criteria (same 
record, number of matches, etc.) be resolved with a random draw.  Colin Green second. Motion carried. 

3. Sectional tournaments 
a. Weight allowance for cancellations – Discussed, no action. 

4. Team sectional 
Scott Benitz raised the issue of discrepancies in individual participantʼs records. Specifically, wins and 
losses from the Tuesday team sectional event are not being added in Trackwrestling for Saturdayʼs 
individual sectional; therefore, records are inaccurate for the individual sectional program as well as the 
WIAA Individual State Tournament program.  Discussed, no action. 

5. State Individual tournament 
a. Concerns – Committee agreed that names on the scoreboard are good but live updates on the board 
are not so good. Positive feedback regarding live streaming video and the improvements made. WIAA 
looking into placing monitors in the concourse and competitor warm-up areas of the Kohl center. 
b. Increase to 8 mats (space, timing) – Wade Labecki stated that he is seriously considering the move 
to eight mats, but there are logistical issues that make it difficult to do for next year.  
Andrew Melton asked for an earlier entry time for coaches and competitors as well as an extra mat-side 
pass instead of the temporary floor pass. Andrew pointed out the problem for coaches with the temporary 
pass being unable to stay with their athlete before or after a match in the competitor warm-up area.  
Wade Labecki agreed to make the temporary passes so that coaches wearing them will have access to 
the floor, warm-up area, and coach/competitor seating. 

6. State Team Tournament 
Jamie Olson raised a question about the possibility for wrestlebacks and place matches for team state. 
He cited the fact that some teams and communities travel a great distance to participate in one dual.  
Discussed, no action. 

7. Other 
a.  Andrew Melton made a motion that a wrestler be eligible to compete at the actual weight the skinfold 
procedure qualifies him/her for, not merely the weight class identified.  Bill Verbeten second. Motion 
carried. 
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For clarification, a wrestler whose minimum weight is predicted to 106 and is limited to the 112 lb. weight 
class by current rule, would be eligible to wrestle at 106 lbs. once growth allowances are applied raising 
the maximum weight in the 103 lb. weight class to that weight.  
b.  Mike Blasczyk made a motion to use assistant referees at all individual tournaments (regional – 
sectional – state) and at Team State where an adequate number of officials are already assigned.  Scott 
Benitz seconded.  Motion carried.  There would be no cost increase to implement this method.  Team 
sectionals are not included since there are not enough officials already assigned. 

IV. MISCELLANEOUS 
Terry Manning raised a question on the possibility of a different qualifying system for team state; specifically, one 
that does not use the individual regional and its scoring system to qualify a team for dual meet competition.  Wade 
Labecki stated that such a change would need to come through the WWCA. 
Terry Manning asked about the process/rationale of determining regional and sectional assignments.  Discussed 
with no action taken. 
Bill Verbeten made a motion to adjourn.  Colin Green second. Motion carried. 


