
WWCA Executive Meeting 
Kohl Center/ State Tournament 
February 28, 2009 
 
President Mel Dow called the meeting to order at 7:00 a.m. 
 
Members Present:  Don Hale, Bob Olson, Bob Empey, Mel Dow, Blaine Felsman, Mike Blascsyk, John 
Stockowitz, Jerry Barr, Bob Skubal, Ed Lenard, Barry Schmitt, Jeff Behrens, Scott Schmitz, Craig Belcher, 
Dave McCarthy, Justin Tritz, Darrell Roecker, Jeff Matzak, Colin Green, Dave Black, Andrew Melton, 
Scott Benitz, Ken Manning, Wendall Bean. 
 
President Mel Dow opened the meeting by stating he would like to set up an agenda to meet with the 
WIAA as they undergo a new order of leadership.   
 
Don Hale gave the Secretary’s report.  Barry Schmitt motioned to approve the minutes.  Bob Skubal 2nd.  
Motion approved. 
 
Mel Dow presented the Treasurer’s report prepared by Eric Lehrke.  Jerry Barr made a motion to approve 
the report.  Ed Lenard 2nd.  Motion carried. 
 
Mel stated the WWCA plans to have an audit to see what kind of a trend we are have over the past years in 
regards to our income and spending (donations) habits. 
 
TV Program-This week in Wisconsin Wrestling seemed to be a success.  Radio could not produce what 
was needed.  Terry Shockley will pay for the Christmas tournament program.  The Wisconsin Wrestling 
Federation allowed the National Guard to run their advertising at the Wisconsin Federation Tournament.  
The Federation paid for the second show.  Both programs are on BadgerWrestling.com.  When We Were 
Young Sports worked with FSN Sports to produce the programs. There are 7 counties who do not have the 
FSN Network.  The plan is to see how many people were able to watch the programs on TV.  There was 
also discussion on TV versus the Internet. 
 
One question concerning fund requests again was brought up.  Shane Sparks had requested $1000.00 to 
produce his program for BadgerStateWrestling.com. Our logo has been associated with the matches 
produced on BadgerStateWrestling.com.  Money had been approved through e-mail of the Executive 
committee.  The discussion that followed centered around the fact we were to set money aside and not 
receive requests for money at the last minute. 
 
The 12 Weight Class Pilot Program request has been set up.  It needs to be sent to the Wrestling Advisory 
Committee for their meeting on Wednesday March 25th.  The Dairyland Conference would wrestle 12 
weight classes for their Conference meets but would compete in 14 weight classes outside the conference. 
 
Regarding the seats at the State Tournament; 24 tickets were sold out of the 94 seats which were set aside.  
It was decided to keep doing this in the future with the hope of more past Hall of Fame members and 
retired coaches wanting the seats. 
 
Refranking.com- A decision on how the refranking is working will be presented to the Wrestling Rules 
Advisory Committee.  The last ranking is the one that is recorded for the official.  92% have used the 
program.  Over 4000 rankings have been used.  Mike Blasczyk mentioned Todd Goldbeck is working with 
contracts on the refranking.com.  Craig Belcher made a motion to propose the refranking.com  program to 
the Wrestling Advisory Committee.  Wendall Bean 2nd.  Motion carried. 
 
Official Growth / Promotion-  Wendall Bean and Mike Blasczyk will be working to get something together 
for the Wrestling Rules Advisory Committee in March with the hopes of getting a pilot program going for 
next fall. 
 



Craig Belcher reported that “Bring Back Milwaukee Wrestling” is not going well.  He has been working 
hard at reviving wrestling, but only a few schools are really cooperating to make improvements.  Mel will 
be working to help him with his project. 
 
Mel stated there is still work to be done in regards to wrestling in the PE Curriculum. 
 
The WWCA will promote the Sanctioning of the USA Wrestling National Tournament in Cedar Falls, 
Iowa. 
 
The JV Tournament is on hold at this time.  Dave McCarthy discussed a JV tournament during Sectionals.  
Madison La Follette presently has a tournament with 40 teams.  We will continue to look at having a JV 
Tournament. 
 
New Business:  Mel reviewed the NFHS survey on weight classes.  He had 30 schools from across the state 
involved in the survey.  It involved number of forfeits, scores, etc.  He conveyed Dave Anderson’s response 
to the National Federation. No action was taken.  This was basically for discussion. 
 
We again had a discussion on weight classes.  A major question has been:  Are we starting kids to young 
for competition?  Other questions were:  Do we give out too many trophies and awards?  Do we sacrifice 
our youth groups to make more money?  Why are our numbers down?  We need to seriously address this 
area in the near future.  Youth wrestling concerns will be addressed at our next meeting. 
 
Minnesota Seeding at the State tournament:  This has been done by coaches voting to decide: 1 versus 4 
and 2 versus 3.  Can we do this in Wisconsin?  We do it for basketball at the Regional level.  Don Hale 
made a motion for a proposal to use the Minnesota Plan for seeding at the State Tournament to be brought 
to the Wrestling Rules Advisory Committee.  Ken Manning 2nd.  Motion carried with 2 abstentions.  
 
Spring Caucuses:  Barry Schmitt will take charge of organizing the spring caucuses.  Ed Lenard made a 
motion to sponsor the caucuses with an expense of $100.00.  Bob Skubal 2nd.  Motion carried. 
 
Lawrence University will be dropping wrestling because of dropping numbers.  Other reasons for dropping 
the program include admission requirements, financial concerns and not having a coach on staff.  Would 
they reinstate the program in the future if somebody would come forward to fund it?  This is another area 
we need to address to save other colleges from dropping programs. 
 
Dave McCarthy reminded coaches to continue to use the Initiative Pathway. 
 
Future dates for committees included: Wrestling Rules Advisory Committee March 25th,  7% Committee 
Meeting March 30th,  Hall of Fame Meeting July 13th. 
 
WWCA May Meeting May 9th:  Place to be determined:  Chula Vista  Resort.  Wisconsin Dells.  9:00 a.m. 
 
Bob Olson reported the Alumni has a checking account set up with the money given to them from the 
WWCA and the money made from the WWCA History/ Yearbook. 
 
Jeff Behrens reported the pictures for the Officials Awards have been taken care of. 
 
It was reported the number of members in the WWCA this year is down to 540 this year as compared to 
630 last years.   
 
Public Relations:  We will continue to utilize the Nicholas Suite for the State Tournament.   Voting for 
District Reps. will be done in Districts 3 & 4.  Track Wrestling Scores is working very well. 
 
Blaine Felsman reported on the Golf Outing.  It will be held at Lake Breeze Golf Course in Winneconne on 
June 13th.  Blaine is looking for more hole sponsors from wrestling clubs throughout the state.  This could 
be a big money maker for the WWCA. 



 
John Stockowitz has Clinicians lined up for the 2009 Clinic.  They are: Tom Borelli of Central Michigan, 
Neal Turner, and Tim Haack of Harvard High School, Harvard Illinois.  A motion was made by Bob 
Skubal to keep the WWCA Hall of Fame Clinic and Banquet in Green Bay.  Ed Lenard 2nd.  Motion 
Carried. 
 
A question about Web-Feet billing the WWCA for services not received was brought up.  The WWCA 
would like our money back for services not rendered.  Mel will be contacting our lawyer for assistance. 
 
Jerry Barr reported the Hall of Fame Selection meeting will be held in Winneconne at the Fin N’ Feather 
beginning at 9:00a.m.  The WWCA business meeting will be held in the afternoon.  Jerry also stated the 
WWCA Hall of Fame display needs to be redone.  Jerry anticipates it could last about 2 years.   
 
The committee thanked the WWF for the TV programs as being a wonderful vehicle for Wisconsin 
Wrestling.   
 
Jerry Barr made a motion to adjourn.  Craig Belcher 2nd.  Meeting adjourned at 9:30. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Don Hale  
WWCA Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


