
 
 
WWCA EXECUTIVE MEETING 
JULY 14, 2008 
FIN N’ FEATHER-WINNECONNE 
 
President Mel Dow called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 
 
Members Present: Mel Dow, Bob Skubal, Scott Schmitz, Craig Belcher, Barry Schmitt, Bob Empey, Ed 
Lenard, Dave McCarthy, Mike Blaszcyck, Blaine Felsman, Don Hale, Ken Manning, Wendall Bean, 
Andrew Melton, Jerry Barr. 
 
Mel introduced Joe Gormally from Team Support USA.  Joe gave a presentation entitled Sports Nutrition 
Can Enhance Sports Performance.  He also presented some samples of products from Nutrilite.  The 
committee took no action at this time. 
 
Don Hale presented the Secretary’s report.  Barry Schmitt made a motion to accept the Secretary’s report.  
Blaine Felsman 2nd.  Motion carried. 
 
Old Business: 
 
WWCA Code of Ethics: Bob Empey presented the WWCA Code of Ethics to the board.  Bob stressed 2 
important items in the Code.  1) Presenting the best team forward.  2) Under Public Relations stressing the 
importance of Coaches attire.  Mike Blasczyk suggested under Article 3 No. 5 to add Booster Clubs to the 
Code.  After discussion Barry Schmitt made a motion by adding “school and community support 
organizations” to Article 3 No. 5. Wendall Bean 2nd. Motion carried.  Number 5 will now read:  “Coaches 
should help to improve school sportsmanship through working with the advisors of school and community 
support organizations.” 
 
Officials Position: The WWCA Executive Board added an officials position to the board.  This position 
will be an appointed ad hoc position with no voting privileges.  Mike Blasczyk will assume the position. 
 
WWF/USA Position: Scott Schmitz made a motion to change the WWF/USA position on the WWCA 
Executive Board from an ad hoc position to a full-time position with full voting privileges. Bob Skubal 2nd. 
Motion carried.  Dave Black will continue to be on the board as the representative.  Ken Manning asked if 
the WWF/USA would reciprocate with the WWCA in this position.  This is presently being looked at. 
 
Alumni: Jim Stephenson reported for the committee which met in the morning at the Fin N’ Feather.  Jim 
stated 500 History of Wisconsin Wrestling books will be purchased by the WWCA to be included in the 
Fall Clinic envelopes.  The committee will continue to update the book to be published 3-5 years.  They are 
looking to add WISSA school records to the book as well as other items of interest.  Jim also stated Dale 
Evans is working with the DNR in regards to the future Hall of Fame/ Olympic Training Center Facility.  It 
is hoped that someday the building will be built with the capacity to put down 8 full mats and seat 3000.  
The Alumni committee will also have a table at the Fall Clinic.  They will have a breakout session again 
with a panel of coaches discussing how to develop successful wrestling programs.  Jim also mentioned the 
various districts are having coaches get together for casual meetings during breakfast and dinners to talk 
about wrestling etc. 
 
TV Program: Bob Empey has been working on this area requesting for donations from different 
organizations who have previously supported wrestling and other high school sports.  The hope is to have 
$25,000 in donations for 5 broadcasts with the ability to schedule the time slots when the WWCA wishes 
to. 
 
 
Wendall Bean handed out his Initial draft for the Aspiring Wrestling Officials Program.  The main 
objectives of the program are to 1) To increase the number of qualified high school and middle school 



wrestling officials in the state of Wisconsin.  2) To continually retain an adequate number of qualified high 
school and middle school wrestling officials in the state of Wisconsin.  3) To maintain the high level of 
high school and middle school officials currently experienced in the state of Wisconsin.  This program will 
be initiated through meetings and clinics throughout the state, and a mentoring program for beginning 
officials.  The program will also be asking the WIAA to waive official’s fees for the first year or two. 
 
Craig Belcher reported on his plan to “Bring Back Milwaukee Wrestling.”  He has been organizing camps 
for Milwaukee wrestlers to attend.  One of the incentives to help attract wrestlers to the camps is giving 
them free admission to the 4th camp if they attend the first three.  Craig is optimistic about the program. 
 
Wrestling in Phy. Ed. Curriculum: Mel stated we need to do more in this area.  He is looking for help if 
anyone is interested. 
 
 
National Team Support: The dates for the tournament in Iowa have not been set.  The WWF will send out 
information which Scott Schmitz will compile and put in the Fall Clinic Brochures for coaches. 
 
State Junior Varsity Tournament: John Stockowitz was going to look at this.  We will need more 
information from John.  The main question regarding the tournament is when to have it?  It would require 
workers and also affect who will be participating in the tournament. 
 
Team Support USA: Should this link be put on our Web-site?  If we put this on the Web-site are we 
opening it up for more coaches to promote products?  Our Code of Ethics questions nutritional products.  
Who will benefit from this?  After discussion, no action was taken. 
 
12 Weight Class Pilot: Barry Schmitt presented a pilot for 12 weight classes to be used in the Dairyland 
Conference.  This was a proposal endorsed by all the Conference coaches to be presented to Dave 
Anderson and the WIAA.  The weight classes were compiled from the 2006 Wisconsin Weight Class 
Study.  The main question was the weight control program in regards to weight loss.  Barry was looking for 
input and support from the WWCA Executive Committee.  After discussion, Bob Skubal made a motion to 
support Barry’s proposal other than the 7% procedure.  Ed Lenard 2nd.  Motion carried. 
 
China Olympics: Bob Empey made a motion to give a $500.00 donation to Ben Askren for his expenses at 
the 2008 Olympics.  Craig Belcher 2nd.  Motion carried. 
 
Coaches Voice: All Coaches agreed the caucuses were an excellent idea and they should be continued.  It 
was suggested to do something during the summer as well.  Craig Belcher suggested having officials 
invited to the caucus meetings.  Dave McCarthy suggested a questionnaire at the fall clinic to plan for next 
year’s caucus meetings. 
 
Awards:  All coaches have sent in their developmental coach’s awards.  
 
Public Relations: Dave McCarthy handed out his written report to the committee, which included a concern 
for schools with problems of keeping their programs.  Coaches should check if there are any programs 
being dropped or chances of being dropped.  Also; are there any programs being added?  He stated that we 
need to get more college coaches involved.  Dave also mentioned Districts 3 & 4 will be up for election 
next year.  The WIAA will also be contacted to see if retired coaches might be able to have courtside seats.  
The Nicholas Suite tickets are in high demand and there is a waiting list.  He would like to see the WWCA 
increase in numbers.  It was suggested a possibility of bringing another coach to a WWCA Executive 
Committee meeting to groom as a future district rep.   
 
Bob Empey handed out a form indicating what the WWCA is all about with the hopes of putting it on the 
WWCA Web-site.  It explains the progress we have made as an organization as well as the various groups, 
events, and projects the WWCA is involved in. 
 



Golf Outing: Blaine Felsman reported the Golf Outing was a success financially.  Blaine was disappointed 
by the turnout.  He would like to see more golfers involved.  He is looking for more clubs to sponsor holes.  
He will ask Justin Tritz to send out information to schools next year to save on money and avoid e-mails 
which are returned as Spam.  The tentative date for next year is June 13, 2009 at Lake Breeze Golf Course 
in Winneconne.  Blaine will also check with John Stockowitz regarding Chula Vista as a possibility for the 
golf outing. 
 
Hall Fame & Fall Clinic: Everything seems to going well.  The clinic will feature all Wisconsin Clinicians.  
The Regency Suites has been remodeling and is now called the Sierra Hotel.  Wendall Bean indicated UW-
Whitewater would like to wrestle at the Fall Clinic.  Wendall will contact Tim Fader about the possibility. 
 
Ken Manning asked the committee to help sponsor the Bi-State Tournament.  Barry Schmitt made a motion 
to donate $250.00 to Western Wisconsin Video Productions for broadcasting the Bi-State Tournament.  
Craig Belcher 2nd.  Motion carried. 
 
Craig Belcher made a motion to adjourn.  Ken Manning 2nd.  Meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 
 
The next WWCA Executive Committee meeting will be held at the Sierra Hotel on November 6, 2008 
beginning at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Don Hale 
WWCA Secretary 
 
 
 


