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OUR MISSION
USA Hockey provides the foundation for the sport of ice 

hockey in America; helps young people become leaders, 

even Olympic heroes; and connects the game at every 

level while promoting a lifelong love of the sport.
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Thanks to the thousands of volunteers across the country that 
help make USA Hockey one of the most respected amateur sports 
governing bodies in the world; the great support of our corporate 
partners; the interface with key constituent groups like the National 
Hockey League, International Ice Hockey Federation and U.S. 
Olympic Committee; and the athletes and staff that populate our 
national teams, the 2016-17 season for USA Hockey was one of 
the very best in our history.

We remain focused on growing the game and striving to 
make hockey the best youth sports experience for families in 
communities across the country. Our efforts in putting forth a 
safe and fun environment where kids of every ability level can 
reach their full potential through age appropriate programming are 
industry leading. And we’re excited about the vast commitment 
from the NHL, its member clubs, and the NHLPA to support efforts 
to get more kids involved in hockey.

Because of the collaboration of key stakeholders, more players 
were part of USA Hockey than ever before in 2016-17. At the entry 
level, which includes players ages 8-and-under, we surpassed 
the 100,000 mark for the seventh straight year with 115,694 
total players, including a record 20,000-plus girls. And the record 
180,000-plus adult players in all 50 states part of USA Hockey 
marked the 14th straight season of growth.

On the international stage, we enjoyed remarkable success, 
winning a record five gold medals in the six major International Ice 
Hockey Federation world championships staged in 2016-17. No 
nation has ever accomplished that feat before.

With all that said, much opportunity awaits, and we are working 
diligently in continuing to move forward in safety, growth, diversity 
and inclusion and building on the success we’ve enjoyed on the 
international stage.

In the pages ahead, you’ll get a chance to learn more about the 
2016-17 season and all the great things that took place.
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For the third consecutive season, a record number of children 
played hockey in the United States, more players at the 8-and-
Under level (115,694) than ever before. Those stellar marks are a 
credit to the passionate efforts of volunteers nationwide, as well 
as to USA Hockey’s focus on safety, skill development and, of 
course, fun.

In terms of safety, USA Hockey emphasizes both on-ice and 
off-ice protection through numerous initiatives, resources and 
enforcement. 

On the ice, USA Hockey’s vigilance is exemplified in part by 
the creation and enforcement of rules, along with research and 
guidance from some of the nation’s leading medical professionals, 
and progressive coaching in the areas of body contact and injury 
prevention.

Off the ice, USA Hockey has long had systems in place to protect 
its participants from physical and sexual abuse and other types of 
misconduct. USA Hockey SafeSport includes those long-standing 
policies, as well as additions like an electronic communication 
policy and a streamlined abuse-reporting system.

In terms of player development, USA Hockey’s American 
Development Model, based on long-term athlete development 
principles, continues to positively affect the landscape of 
youth hockey in America. Not only has it revolutionized hockey 
development, the ADM has also served as a catalyst for dramatic 
changes to youth programming across a wide spectrum of sports 
including baseball, soccer, lacrosse and football. Each of those 
sports’ national federations – plus the U.S. Olympic Committee – 
subsequently launched their own versions of the ADM based on 
USA Hockey’s pioneering foundation for age-appropriate training 
and competition.

“USA Hockey led in this space, and we wanted to follow the 
American Development Model,” said Joe Eisenmann, USA Football 
director of high performance and education. “What we’re doing is 

putting together a long-term athlete development plan that reflects 
the best practices in youth sports. It’s parallel to hockey.”

USA Hockey added more than 3,000 8-and-under players to its 
ranks in 2016-17, and with the number of American 8U children 
playing hockey in excess of 100,000 for the seventh straight 
season, the base of the game continues to strengthen.

“We continue to make great strides in introducing new kids to 
the game through many different initiatives,” said Pat Kelleher, 
executive director of USA Hockey. “It’s terrific to see our sport 
continue to grow and a new effort we’re particularly excited about 
is our collaboration with the NHL and NHLPA on a nationwide 
Learn-To-Play program.”

Keeping children in the game is just as important, which is why 
USA Hockey’s youth initiatives emphasize fun, engagement, 
efficient skill development and a proper practice-to-game ratio. 
Each of these components work to ensure that children have 
every opportunity to play, love and excel, without the pressure of 
excessive financial burdens or misguided development priorities.

YOUTH HOCKEY
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ADM: DOING WHAT’S  
BEST FOR KIDS
USA Hockey’s American Development 
Model is a nationwide player-development 
initiative launched in 2009. It emphasizes 
age-appropriate, age-specific training and 
competition, with a heightened focus on 
skill development. 

The ADM was founded on consensus 
sport science and child development 
research, the premise of which calls for 
creating fun, active environments focused 
on skill development and engagement – 
environments in which every child can 
excel and reach their full potential. In short, 
it’s doing what’s best for kids, while also 
delivering an ideal hockey education.

The positive effect on American hockey 
is shining through from coast to coast. 

It’s not only evident in the budding skills 
of our nation’s youngsters, but also in 
championship performances like that of the 
2017 U.S. Under-17 Select Team coached 
by ADM advocate Pat Ferschweiler, an 
assistant coach with the NHL’s Detroit Red 
Wings. That group cruised undefeated to 
a third straight title at the Under-17 Five 
Nations Tournament.

“The ADM is just what the doctor ordered 
for youth hockey,” said U.S. Air Force 
Academy head coach Frank Serratore. 
“USA Hockey should be commended for 
implementing it across the United States, 
as evidenced by many other youth sports 
following this lead. I’m a teacher by trade, 
and the concept of age-appropriate training 
is bang on. If you as a parent want your 
child to enjoy the game to its fullest while 
training in a program which will maximize 
their potential as a player, find an ADM club 
near your home, sit back and enjoy the 
experience.”

Since its launch, the ADM has received 
national and international acclaim, gaining 
support from the National Hockey League, 
the NCAA, the American Hockey Coaches 
Association, the Aspen Institute and hockey 
parents alike. Its success also resonated 
with the U.S. Olympic Committee, which 
adopted USA Hockey’s ADM name and 
logo in 2015 to represent American 
athlete-development efforts across its 
entire sporting landscape. Since then, 
several other youth sport organizations 
have piggybacked on the ADM principles 
including U.S. Lacrosse, U.S. Soccer and 
USA Football.

GOALTENDING
No country has more goaltenders ranked 
among the NHL’s top 10 in lifetime save 
percentage than the United States. Two 
of those netminders – Cory Schneider 
and Ben Bishop – are still active, which 
makes it seem like high times in American 

goaltending, but if USA Hockey has its way, 
the best is yet to come.

The 2016-17 season marked the second in 
a focused and dedicated grassroots effort 
by USA Hockey to improve goaltending 
development throughout the country. The 
movement also included the launch of Ron 
DeGregorio’s Goaltending Excellence Fund, 
which helps train and support a roster of 
goaltending development coordinators 
at each of USA Hockey’s affiliates. 
Those coordinators are comprised of the 
country’s top goalie gurus, all charged with 
a mission to foster improved education, 
training and communication between youth 
goalies, parents and head coaches at the 
local level.

Phil Osaer, hired in 2015 as USA 
Hockey’s first American Development 
Model manager focused exclusively 
on goaltending, guides that group. He 
also helped lead eight major grassroots 
goaltending development events throughout 
the U.S. in 2016-17. These events included 
more than 1,100 youth goaltenders, goalie 
coaches and team staff members. Osaer 
also began an ongoing monthly goaltending 
webinar series that helped unite goalie 
nation and raise the level of training and 
insight nationwide. 

“It was a great season of growth for 
USA Hockey’s nationwide goaltending 
development initiative and we’re just getting 
started,” said Osaer. “There’s definitely a 
bright future on the horizon, thanks not only 
to the young goaltenders in the pipeline, 
but also to the growing number of coaches 
who are using our resources and making it 
a priority to train their goalies.”

With so many emphasizing goaltending 
development like never before, USA 
Hockey is well on its way to achieving the 
ambitious goal of American goaltenders 
playing 51 percent of the minutes in the 
NHL and National Women’s Hockey League 
by 2030.
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An important part of its player development program and overall ladder of development, 

USA Hockey’s junior program provides opportunities for players ages 16-to-20 to hone 

and enhance their skills through both quality on-ice competition and off-ice training.

The impact of junior hockey is significant. Consider the fact that junior leagues and 

high schools had a hand in helping 306 players into NCAA Division I hockey rosters 

(66% of all players) in 2016-17. And, at the 2017 NHL Draft, 48 players with ties to the 

United States Hockey League, the only Tier I league in the United States, were selected, 

including a record 40 players who skated in the USHL during 2016-17. In addition, two 

players with ties to the North American Hockey League were selected along with four 

players who previously spent time in a USA Hockey Tier III junior league.

Player safety continues to be at the forefront at all levels of junior hockey and in 2016-17 

enhanced efforts to affect behavior change was an on-going priority.

In terms of competition, the culmination of the season included crowning of champions 

at the Tier I, II and III levels. The Chicago Steel captured the Clark Cup as the playoff 

champion of the USHL. The Lone Star Brahmas earned the NAHL’s Robertson Cup while 

the Granite City Lumberjacks won the North American 3 Hockey League (NA3HL).

JUNIOR HOCKEY
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JUNIOR HOCKEY 
LEAGUES

TIER I 
United States Hockey League

TIER II 
North American Hockey League

TIER III 
Rocky Mountain  

Junior Hockey League

North American 3 Hockey League

Northern American 3  
Atlantic Hockey League

Eastern Hockey League

United States Premier  
Hockey League
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As the sport of ice hockey expands, USA 
Hockey’s adult hockey program continues 
to be a leader with a record 180,400 adult 
players part of the USA Hockey family 
in 2016-17. It marks the 14th straight 
year of growth in adult hockey with 
players competing in leagues and events 
nationwide.

One of the season’s most highly 
anticipated events – the Labatt Blue/
USA Hockey Pond Hockey National 
Championships – featured 300 teams 
across 19 divisions on Dollar Lake in Eagle 
River, Wisconsin. The majority of divisions 
in the event were full within minutes.

The 2016-17 USA Hockey Adult Classic 
Championship series featured more than 

15 sold-out events in cities across the 
country from Lake Placid, New York, 
to Lansing, Michigan, and Vacaville, 
California. In addition, several adult-
specific events were held in conjunction 
with NHL partners across the league. 

The popular Adult National 
Championships included 18 divisions 
in 2016-17, seven which were women-
specific. Adult Nationals took place at 
the brand new Florida Hospital Center Ice 
facility in the Tampa suburb of Wesley 
Chapel.

The American Collegiate Hockey 
Association remains an integral part of 
USA Hockey’s adult program, featuring 
more than 500 men’s and women’s 

teams playing non-varsity college hockey. 
ACHA players made up the men’s and 
women’s U.S. National University Teams 
for the 2017 Winter World University 
Games where the women’s team earned 
a bronze medal and the men’s team 
finished ninth.

In addition, joint efforts between USA 
Hockey and registered adult leagues such 
as the First Goal program, continued to 
help grow the game during the 2016-17 
season. First Goal, a program that provides 
USA Hockey registered adult hockey 
leagues a national platform of resources to 
introduce new adults to the sport, has now 
sent more than 700 sets of new equipment 
to adult leagues across the country.

ADULT HOCKEY

1990-91 1992-93 1994-95 1996-97 1998-99  2000-01 2002-03 2004-05 2006-07 2008-09 2010-11 2012-13 2014-15 2016-17

1990-91: 
28,709

2016-17: 
180,400

USA HOCKEY  ICE REGISTRATIONAdult Players1990-2017 
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We have such a passionate 
group of volunteers in all parts 

of our nation. They are the 
reason we've been able to grow 
the number of opportunities for 

disabled athletes.

With a focus on providing 
opportunities for all to play the game, 
USA Hockey’s disabled program 
encompasses five disciplines: 
standing/amputee, deaf/hard of 
hearing, sled, special hockey and 
warrior hockey. Programs are 
conducted in each of those disciplines 
throughout the country and continue 
to expand each season.

“We have such a passionate group 
of volunteers in all parts of our 
nation and they are the reason we’ve 
been able to grow the number of 

opportunities we provide for disabled 
athletes,” said J.J. O’Connor, 
chairperson of USA Hockey’s disabled 
hockey section. “USA Hockey is 
a leader and we’re proud of the 
continued progress we’ve made with 
our disabled program.”

A highlight of the season was the 13th 
annual Toyota-USA Hockey Disabled 
Festival, which took place in San 
Jose, California. In total, 63 teams 
and nearly 800 players participated in 
the largest disabled hockey event of its kind anywhere in the world. 
The Festival included the seventh annual USA Hockey Sled Hockey 
National Championship that ended with the Colorado Avalanche 
defeating the Chicago Blackhawks, 5-3, for the team’s third 
straight title in the event.

The seventh annual USA Hockey Sled Classic, presented by 
the NHL, was held in Antioch, Tennessee, and hosted by the 
NHL’s Nashville Predators. The field included a record 24 teams, 

each affiliated with an NHL club. The Colorado Avalanche won 
a pair of division titles by topping the Buffalo Sabres, 6-2, in 
the Tier I title game and edging the Anaheim Ducks, 4-2, in the 
Tier IV championship game. The Pittsburgh Penguins defeated 
the Philadelphia Flyers, 7-3, to claim the Tier II crown while the 
Nashville Predators blanked the Boston Bruins, 3-0, in the Tier III 
championship game. In the first-ever Tier V title game, the Carolina 
Hurricanes shut out the Pittsburgh Penguins, 3-0, for the division 
title.
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USA Hockey is a recognized coaching 
education leader, not only in the United 
States, but throughout the world. The 
program continues to educate almost 
60,000 coaches in a single hockey season 
and strives to provide fresh material 
every season to motivate coaches about 
coaching and learning new techniques and 
philosophies.

 “We continue to push the envelope in 
developing new materials and online 
programs, along with enhancing the 
classroom and on-ice experience for 
coaches at our in-person coaching 
clinics throughout the nation,” said Mike 
MacMillan, who serves as chairperson of 
USA Hockey’s Coaches Section.

Among its other points of emphasis, 
the CEP, along with USA Hockey as a 
whole, has prioritized improving American 
goaltending. USA Hockey’s affiliate 
goaltending coordinators work hand-in-
hand with the CEP district coaches-in-
chief in creating goaltending workshops 
for both coaches and players. USA Hockey 
helped supercharge this effort in 2016-17 
by conducting several high-performance 
goalie coaching clinics throughout the 
country. Those goaltending development 
efforts will remain a focus in 2017-18, as 
will a heightened emphasis on supporting 
coaches in the mission to teach the body-
contact and body-checking skills.

“Body-contact training, both on- and 
off-ice, is valuable and it’ll be a point of 

emphasis for the Coaches Section to make 
sure our coaches and players have the 
best possible development experience on 
and off the ice,” said MacMillan.

Educating the educators also remains 
a priority for USA Hockey, which will 
continue to deliver numerous CEP 
instructor training opportunities. In 2016-
17, more than 200 associate coaches-in-
chief experienced these training courses, 
which covered a range of topics including 
goaltending development and off-ice 
training instruction. With this training, the 
educators themselves further develop 
their teaching and presentation skills, 
helping ensure quality coaching education 
throughout the ranks.

COACHING EDUCATION PROGRAM

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
 USA Hockey gained more than 

1,200 new coaches nationwide in 
2016-17.

 USA Hockey’s Mobile Coach 
app continues to lead the way 
in coaching technology, with 
fresh resources added regularly, 
including videos, drills and 
coaching-specific news articles.

 Comprehensive, age-specific 
practice planners were 
developed for clinic attendees 
complete with long-term athlete 
development methodologies, 
small-area games and drills.

 USA Hockey expanded the 
number of disabled hockey 
coaching clinics and resources.

 Age-specific goaltending modules 
were created.

 USA Hockey distributed a 
monthly newsletter to serve as a 
regular connection and method 
to update coaches with the most 
pertinent, actionable information 
for their specific age level.



8

USA Hockey’s Officiating Education Program continued efforts 
to advance the use of technology to create more efficient, 
streamlined processes for officials in 2016-17.

In that spirit, USA Hockey developed and implemented new 
seminar registration and profile management tools to provide a 
user-friendly, efficient means for members to fulfill requirements 
and track registration status. The modernized seminar clinic 
registration tool, which members can access through the online 
portal, affords officials the opportunity to easily search open 
educational seminars by region and select which to attend in order 
to fulfill their annual requirement. 

Additional updates were made to the online profile management 
tool, which now serves as a one-stop shop for officials to log in, 
view their profile, track registration status, review exam results 
and more. The new systems were developed in conjunction with 
the coaching department, which also offers these resources to 
coaches nationwide. 

In July, USA Hockey launched the Mobile Rulebook application for 
Apple, Windows and Android devices, providing officials, players 
and parents instant access to the official rulebook, casebook, 
video examples of rules, links to resources on USAHockey.com 
and more, right at their fingertips. The app quickly climbed to the 
top-25 list of sports apps on Apple and Android platforms upon 
launch and has seen more than 15,000 total downloads to date. 

As a result of advancements made by the Officiating Education 
Program, USA Hockey has seen its third consecutive year of 
growth in registered officials. This year, 24,700 officials were part 
of USA Hockey, marking a five percent increase from last year. As 
the number of officials continues to grow, USA Hockey remains 
committed to developing new material and looking for new ways 
to improve its education programs to better serve the overall 
officiating community. 

On the international front in 2016-17, a record-high 38 American 
officials were selected to work various IIHF world championships.

OFFICIATING EDUCATION PROGRAM

2016/2017
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An enthusiastic 
ambassador for hockey, 

Dennis Bushy continues 
to leave an indelible mark 

not just locally, but throughout 
Minnesota as a coach, administrator 
and grassroots builder.

A native of East Grand Forks, 
Minnesota, Bushy developed an early 
passion for hockey, but his plans were 
altered by Uncle Sam, so Bushy’s ice 
dreams simmered through a three-year 
hitch in the United States Army. After 
a tour in Vietnam, Bushy finished his 
service in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
where he happily found himself back in 
the rink.

He returned to his home state in 1972, 
launching a youth hockey program in 
the small town of Benson. In 1977, 
he moved to Moorhead, where he 
began coaching 14U hockey. It was 
the beginning of a legendary career, 
one that continues today with as much 
passion and love for the game as ever.

Bushy has served in many roles with 
USA Hockey, Minnesota Hockey 
and the Moorhead Youth Hockey 
Association.

He is currently Minnesota’s District 15 
director and general manager of the 
Moorhead Youth Hockey Arena. In his 
coaching role, he helped groom six 

future NHL players. Beyond churning 
out high-end Spuds, he also served as 
his district’s high-performance coach 
for more than 18 years and as a coach 
in the Minnesota Hockey summer 
camps.

Those behind the bench also benefitted 
from Bushy’s dedication. In 2011, 
he concluded a 20-year stint as a 
Minnesota Hockey associate coach-
in-chief, having helped hundreds of 
coaches develop their skills.

Through the decades, Bushy never 
stopped learning and serving, shaping 
countless lives and lifting hockey to 
new heights in Moorhead and beyond.
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VOLUNTEERS

USA Hockey has evolved into 
one of the leading amateur sports 
organizations in the world with a 
universe that today is more than one 
million strong.

The unsung heroes of the 
organization are the thousands 
upon thousands of volunteers in 
communities all across America 
that help make up local associations 
and provide the infrastructure at the 
grassroots level that ensure the sport 
is strong and continues to flourish.

The organization presents Service 
Awards in five year increments to its 
national-level volunteers and each 
year honors one person with its 
most prestigious honor – the Wm. 
Thayer Tutt Award. The distinction 
is bestowed upon a volunteer who, 
during many years of service, has 
displayed a selfless dedication to 
the enhancement of ice hockey at 
the grassroots level in America. The 
2016 recipient was Dennis Bushy.



10

PLAYER DEVELOPMENT
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PLAYER DEVELOPMENT CAMPS
The summer of 2017 marked the 40th year that 
USA Hockey has provided training and competition 
opportunities for advanced teenagers to hone their 
skills with and against top players from other areas of 
the country each summer through its series of regional 
and national Player Development Camps.

At the national level, USA Hockey conducted Player 
Development Camps for boys and girls ages 15, 16 
and 17. The boys camps and sled hockey camps were 
held in Amherst, New York, while the girls camps were 
held in St. Cloud, Minnesota, and Biddeford, Maine.

In keeping with its emphasis on age-appropriate 
training and competition, USA Hockey continued 
the evolution of its camps for 15-year-old boys and 
girls by condensing the events to provide a more 
age-appropriate workload and efficient development 
structure for its youngest players. These camps also 
featured a new format for goaltending development 
that included grouping the goalies for position-
specific workouts and rotating each athlete through 
multiple teams to create a more balanced competitive 
environment.

Mentorship and coaching at USA Hockey’s National 
Player Development Camps comes courtesy of staff 
from the NHL, AHL, ECHL, NCAA, ACHA, NWHL, USA 
Hockey, various U.S. National Teams and beyond. This 
provides players with competitive, age-appropriate on- 
and off-ice training that sets a solid foundation for the 
next step in their hockey careers, while also delivering 
a consistent education about the training principles and 
best practices that USA Hockey values.

In all, some 462 girls and 576 boys participated in USA 
Hockey’s 2017 National Player Development Camps.

On the local level, USA Hockey continues to support 
district and regional Player Development Camps across 
the nation for boys and girls, with the objective of 
giving more players an opportunity to experience a 
development camp environment while also introducing 
them to USA Hockey programming.

All told, more than 2,000 athletes and 350 staff were 
part of USA Hockey regional and national Player 
Development Camp programs in 2017, making it 
one of USA Hockey’s largest and most important 
development initiatives.

WARREN STRELOW NATIONAL  
GOALTENDING MENTOR PROGRAM
The Warren Strelow National Goaltending Mentor Program, which completed 
its ninth full season in 2016-17, was created to provide a consistent 
nationwide goaltending development program to recruit, develop and 
produce elite American goaltenders. To date, 24 Strelow graduates have 
been selected in the NHL Draft.

The goal is to develop goalies that regularly rank among the best in the 
world while also increasing the depth of elite goaltenders in the United 
States to provide a larger and more competitive selection pool for U.S. 
national teams. Further, the program seeks to develop multidimensional 
goaltenders who are prepared to face the unique challenges of the 
position. 

The Warren Strelow National Goaltending Camp for boys in 2016-17 was 
staged at USA Hockey Arena in Plymouth, Michigan, while the girls camp 
took place at the National Sports Center in Blaine, Minnesota.
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Efforts part of the Strelow National Goaltending Mentor program 
include on-going education with goaltender specific content 
provided at usahockeygoaltending.com. The material includes 
instruction on learning position basics, on- and off-ice drills, 
helpful articles and short training videos featuring analysis and 
tips from other goalies.

NATIONAL TEAM  
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
USA Hockey’s National Team Development Program, which 
provides a one-of-a-kind, world-renowned training experience 
that emphasizes athletic, academic and social development for 
the top 16- and 17-year-old players in the country, finished its 
20th season on the ice in 2016-17. 

The two-year residency program in Plymouth, Michigan, 
includes on- and off-ice training that is aimed at preparing 
student-athletes for participation on U.S. national teams and 

success at the next levels of hockey competition, including 
ultimately, the NHL. 

Since the focus is on development, the NTDP is not gauged on 
wins and losses, but rather on improving skills and acquiring 
experience against older competition. 

To start the 2015-16 season, the NTDP re-located from the Ann 
Arbor Ice Cube in Ann Arbor, Michigan, where it was housed for 
the first 18 years of the program, to USA Hockey Arena (formerly 
Compuware Arena) in Plymouth, Michigan. The two-sheet facility 
was purchased by The USA Hockey Foundation, with the NTDP 
serving as a primary tenant.  

The NTDP continues to play a major role in the NHL Draft, 
including 12 players who were chosen in the 2017 NHL Draft 
staged at the United Center in Chicago. Since its inception, 290 
alumni have been selected in the NHL Draft and more than 350 
have skated for NCAA Division I hockey programs.

The NTDP is not gauged on  
wins and losses, but rather  

on improving skills and  
acquiring experience  

against older competition.
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The 2016-17 season brought unprecedented international success in ice hockey for the United States, as it became the first nation to ever 
win gold in five of the six major International Ice Hockey Federation World Championships in a single season. In all, Team USA claimed top 
honors at the IIHF World Junior Championship, the IIHF Under-18 Women’s World Championship, the IIHF Women’s World Championship, 
the IIHF Under-18 Men’s World Championship and the IIHF Inline World Championship. Additionally, the U.S. National Sled Hockey Team 
was crowned World Sled Hockey Challenge champions for the third consecutive time and saw its season culminate with a silver medal at 
the 2017 Para Sled Hockey World Championship.

SENIOR TEAMS
The U.S. Women’s National Team claimed its fourth consecutive 
IIHF Women’s World Championship title with an exciting 3-2 
overtime victory over rival Canada in the gold medal game. The 
triumph marked the first-ever gold medal for the U.S. Women’s 
National Team on home soil as it came at USA Hockey Arena in 
Plymouth, Michigan. Leading up to the final game, Team USA 
defeated Canada (2-0), Russia (7-0) and Finland (5-3) in the 
preliminary round before topping Germany, 11-0, in the semifinals.

The U.S. Men’s National Team skated to a fifth-place finish at the 
2017 IIHF Men’s World Championship with a 6-0-0-2 (W-OTW-

OTL-L) mark after tying a U.S. record with six consecutive wins 

in the preliminary round en route to finishing atop Group A. After 

falling to Germany, 2-1, to open tournament play, the U.S. defeated 

Denmark, 7-2; Sweden, 4-3; Italy, 3-0; Latvia, 5-3; Slovakia, 6-1 

and Russia, 5-3, before falling to Finland, 2-0, in the quarterfinal 

round.

JUNIOR TEAM
The U.S. National Junior Team went undefeated (5-2-0-0/W-OTW-

OTL-L) and came back from a pair of two-goal deficits to top 

NATIONAL TEAMS

2016/2017
ANNUAL REPORT
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Canada, 5-4, in a shootout in the gold-medal game to win the 

2017 IIHF World Junior Championship in Montreal and Toronto, 

Canada.

Team USA topped Latvia, 6-1; Slovakia, 5-2; Russia, 3-2; and 

Canada, 3-1; to claim its group for the first time since 2011. 

After defeating Switzerland 3-2, in the quarterfinals, Team 

USA edged Russia in the semifinals by a 4-3 count in a game 

that was decided in the seventh round of a shootout. The U.S. 

performance marked the first time any team defeated two teams 

twice en route to a gold-medal finish.

UNDER-18 TEAMS
The U.S. Women’s National Under-18 Team topped Canada, 3-1, 

to claim the gold medal at the 2017 IIHF Under-18 Women’s 

World Championship. Team USA finished the tournament with a 

4-0-0-1 (W-OTW-OTL-L) record, its only blemish a 1-0 overtime 

loss to Canada in the preliminary round.

The U.S. Men’s National Under-18 Team went undefeated, 
registering a 6-1-0-0 (W-OTW-OTL-L) record to win its seventh 
gold medal over the last nine years and record 14th tournament 
title overall.

SLED TEAM
The U.S. National Sled Hockey Team reached its fifth straight 
world championship gold medal game but settled for the silver 
medal after a 4-1 loss to Canada in the title contest at the 2017 
Para Sled Hockey World Championship. Team USA, which also 
won its third straight World Sled Hockey Challenge with a 5-2 
victory over Canada in the championship game, finished the 
season with a 10-1-0-1 (W-OTW-OTL-L) mark.

NTDP TEAMS
Teams from USA Hockey’s National Team Development 
Program participated in five international tournaments, with 
the U.S. National Under-18 Team earning titles at the 2017 
Under-18 Four Nations Tournament and 2016 Under-18 Five 
Nations Tournament. In addition, the U.S. National Under-17 
Team claimed the 2016 Under-17 Four Nations Tournament, a 
runner-up finish at the 2017 Under-17 Five Nations Tournament 
and a fifth-place effort at the 2016 World Under-17 Hockey 
Challenge.

SELECT TEAMS
The U.S. Junior Select Team claimed the World Junior A 
Challenge title with a 4-0 victory over Canada East. The team 
finished with a 4-0-0-1 (W-OTW-OTL-L) mark for its seventh title 
in the event’s 11-year-history.

The U.S. Women’s Under-18 Select Team took part in the 2017 
Under-18 Series vs. Canada. Team USA opened the three-game 
series with a 4-1 victory before falling, 3-0, in the second game. 
In the decisive third meeting, the U.S. topped Canada, 3-1.

The U.S. Men’s Under-17 Select Team won its third-straight 
Under-17 Five Nations crown by sweeping the competition, while 
the U.S. Men’s Under-18 Select Team placed fifth at the 2017 
Ivan Hlinka Memorial Tournament.

INLINE TEAM
The U.S. National Inline Team went a perfect 6-0-0-0 (W-OTW-
OTL-L) to earn its seventh gold medal in IIHF Inline Hockey World 
Championship history. The U.S. earned the top prize with a 4-2 
victory over Finland in the gold-medal game.
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HOCKEY WEEK  
ACROSS AMERICA
USA Hockey celebrated the 10th 
anniversary of its Hockey Weekend 
Across America in 2017 by turning the 
festivities into Hockey Week Across 
America. 

The week-long affair – from Feb. 19-
26 – showcased the game and those 
involved at every level and each day 
had a theme, including individual days 
to salute players (Monday), coaches 
(Tuesday), officials (Wednesday) and 
local rinks (Thursday), as well as the 
traditional themes of Wear Your Favorite 
Hockey Jersey Day (Friday), Try Hockey 
Day (Saturday) and Celebrate Local 
Hockey Heroes (Sunday).

NBC’s seventh edition of Hockey Day 
in America helped begin the festivities 
on Feb. 19. The day included live 
broadcasts of four NHL games between 
NBC and NBCSN and content in and 
around the games showcasing hockey 
at all levels. NBC relocated its studio set 
for the event to PPG Place in downtown 
Pittsburgh.

HWAA also again included the opportunity for 
young officials to shadow NHL officials and watch them work an 
NHL game.

Saturday’s Try Hockey Day included a record 13,256 boys and 
girls that have never played the game having a chance to Try 
Hockey for Free at 382 events nationwide. 

"It was wonderful to see the celebration of our great game all 
across the country," said Pat Kelleher, executive director of USA 
Hockey. "We were especially delighted to see a record number of 
new kids and families have the chance to experience hockey for 
the very first time."

TRY HOCKEY FOR FREE
A signature initiative for the past seven seasons at USA Hockey 
has been the staging of two national Try Hockey for Free Days 
each season to introduce new players to the game.

The focus of the events is to give children ages four through 
nine that have never played hockey a chance to try the game. 
Equipment is provided free of charge and thousands of volunteers 
at arenas all across the country provide instruction and 
encouragement.

On Nov. 12, as part of Come Play Hockey Month, 13,582 turned 
out at the nearly 500 locations across 49 states.

Then, as part of Hockey Week Across America, a record total of 
13,256 tried hockey for free on Feb. 25 with 382 locations across 
the country participating. Florida Hospital Center Ice in Wesley 
Chapel, Florida, had the most participants of any single site with 
200, while Michigan was the state with the most players trying the 
sport for the first time with 1,288.

Liberty Mutual Insurance and Total Hockey are sponsors of USA 
Hockey’s Try Hockey for Free events.

SIGNATURE EVENTS

2016/2017
ANNUAL REPORT
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U.S. HOCKEY HALL OF FAME
The Philadelphia Marriott Downtown served as the backdrop 
for the 2016 U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame Induction Celebration in 
December with a capacity crowd on hand to witness the formal 
induction of Bill Belisle, Craig Janney and the 1996 World Cup of 
Hockey Team.

ESPN’s Steve Levy handled master of ceremonies duties for the 
seventh straight year.

The Class of 2016 is permanently honored on the Great Wall of 
Fame at the U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame Museum in Eveleth, Minn.

The evening’s festivities also included the presentation of the 
Lester Patrick Trophy for the fifth straight year. An award of the 
NHL, the Lester Patrick Trophy is given to individuals who have 
helped advance hockey in the U.S. The honorees were Pat Kelly 
and Mark Howe.

CCM/USA HOCKEY ALL-AMERICAN 
PROSPECTS GAME
The fifth annual CCM/USA Hockey All-American Prospects Game 
in Philadelphia ended with Team LeClair earning a 6-4 win over 
Team Howe on Sept. 22. Casey Mittelstadt, who netted two goals 
for Team Howe, was named the Player of the Game.

The event was created by USA Hockey to showcase the top 
American players eligible for the upcoming NHL Draft.

John LeClair and Mark Howe served as head coaches for the 
game, which was played at the Wells Fargo Center, home of the 
NHL’s Philadelphia Flyers.

“We’re really pleased to have the chance to celebrate our players 
through this game,” said Jim Johannson, assistant executive 
director of hockey operations for USA Hockey. “Not only do fans 
get to see the upcoming stars of the game, but it also gives us the 
chance to bring back American greats to serve as coaches.”

The All-American 
Prospects Game was 

created to showcase the 
top American players 

eligible for the NHL Draft.
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NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
The culmination of each season is the series of national 
championships conducted by USA Hockey. Below is a list  
of national champions crowned in 2016-17.

YOUTH TIER I
14-and-under: Chicago Mission (Ill.)
15-only: Yale Jr. Bulldogs (Conn.)
16-and-under: Detroit Compuware (Mich.)
18-and-under: Mid-Fairfield Chiefs (Conn.)

YOUTH TIER II
14-and-under (1A): Portland Jr. Winterhawks (Ore.)
14-and-under (2A): Atlanta Fire (Ga.)
14-and-under (3A): Highland Park Falcons (Ill.)
16-and-under (1A): Portland Jr. Winterhawks (Ore.)
16-and-under (2A): Dallas Penguins (Texas)
16-and-under (3A): Oakland Junior Grizzlies Gold (Mich.)
18-and-under (1A): Carolina Junior Hurricanes (N.C.)
18-and-under (2A): Maine Moose (Maine)
18-and-under (3A): Team Copper Country (Mich.)

JUNIOR
Tier I (USHL): Chicago Steel (Ill.)
Tier II (NAHL): Lone Star Brahmas (Texas)

GIRLS TIER I
14-and-under: Bay State Breakers (Mass.)
16-and-under: Belle Tire (Mich.)
19-and-under: Shattuck-St. Mary's (Minn.)

GIRLS TIER II
14-and-under: Shoreline Sharks (Conn.)
16-and-under: Anchorage North Stars (Alaska)
19-and-under: San Jose Jr. Sharks (Calif.)

HIGH SCHOOL
Pure: Bayard Rustin (Pa.)
Combined: Frisco (Texas)

ADULT MEN
Rec. 40-and-over Tier I: Buffalo Icemen (N.Y.)
Rec. 50-and-over Tier I: Heartland Hockey (Minn.)
Rec. 50-and-over Tier II: Houston Apollos (Texas)
Rec. 50-and-over Tier III: Cape Cod All-Stars (Mass.)
Rec. 50-and-over Tier IV: Minnesota Oldtimers (Minn.)
Rec. 60-and-over Tier II: Heartland Hockey Camp (Minn.)
Rec. 65-and-over Tier I: Byfuglien Trucking (Minn.)
Rec. 70-and-over: Minnesota Oldtimers (Minn)

ADULT WOMEN
Senior B: Minnesota Blue J Hawks (Minn.)
Senior C: O'Leary Hawks (Mich.)
Rec. 30-and-over Tier I: Nighthawks (Mass.)
Rec. 30-and-over Tier II: Outer Edge (Minn.)
Rec. 40-and-over Tier I: Hinotes Heroes (Minn.)
Rec. 50-and-over Tier I: Final Period (Minn.)
Rec. 50-and-over Tier II: Minnesota LadySlippers (Minn.)
Rec. 50-and-over Tier III: Texas Stampede (Texas)

SLED HOCKEY
Adult Sled: Colorado Avalanche (Colo.)
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CORPORATE PARTNERS
While the 2016-17 season presented unique circumstances for the development and 
retention of USA Hockey sponsors, the end result was an extremely successful year. 

Existing sponsors within the hockey industry created challenges with the sale of three 
major companies: Bauer Hockey, CCM Hockey and Total Hockey. The agreements that 
were in place with all three were assumed by the buying companies and will continue 
for the remainder of their term. There were also changes within other companies that 
are sponsors of USA Hockey. Marriott purchased Starwood Hotels and Sports Engine 
was purchased by NBC. Agreements were reached for the sponsorships to remain in 
place for these companies as well.

New sponsors added during the year included, Deloitte, Insureon, K&K Insurance, 
NormaTec and Rally Me. In addition, major sponsorship renewal agreements were 
reached with Toyota and Nike. In total, the number of major sponsors involved with 
USA Hockey exceeds 20 with expected additions during the 2017-18 Olympic year.

RETAIL
The new USA Hockey retail store in Las Vegas, which opened on October 1, 2016, is 
living up to expectations and has led to the opening of a second store in Lake Placid, 
New York. In addition to the existing USA Hockey Shop in Lake Placid, The Miracle on 
Ice Store opened in early 2017 to strong sales.

CORPORATE PARTNERS

PARTNERS & SUPPLIERS
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Assets 
 Current Assets 2016  2017
  Cash and cash equivalents 9,800,333  9,523,932
  Accounts receivable 1,330,150  2,180,290
  Due from USA Hockey Foundation 907,184  1,190,298
  Grants receivable 3,637,431  4,153,520
  Prepaid expenses 1,763,849  2,129,332
  Total Current Assets $17,438,947  $19,177,372
 Property and Equipment
  At cost 6,733,458  7,017,606
  Less accumulated depreciation (4,393,577 ) (4,912,961 )
  Total Property and Equipment $2,339,881  $2,104,645
 Other Assets
  Investment in HARP 750,000  750,000
  Total Other Assets $750,000  $750,000

 TOTAL ASSETS $20,528,828  $22,032,017

Liabilities & Net Assets
 Current Liabilities 2016  2017
  Accounts payable 2,658,799  2,854,046
  Accrued payroll and related benefits 785,168  597,399 
  Due to USA Hockey Foundation 47,609  32,339
  Deferred revenue 14,068,861  15,270,382
  Total Current Liabilities $17,560,437  $18,754,166
 Net Assets
  Unrestricted 2,968,391  3,277,851
  Temporarily restricted —  —
  Total Net Assets $2,968,391  $3,277,851

 TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS $20,528,828  $22,032,017

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
AS OF AUGUST 31, 2017

2016/2017
ANNUAL REPORT

* These statements represent USA Hockey, Inc. only and do not include The USA Hockey Foundation. The USA Hockey Foundation is a 501(c)(3) corporation. 
The majority of The USA Hockey Foundation Board of Directors are appointed by the USA Hockey Board of Directors.

REVENUE BREAKDOWN
2016-17

Dues & Membership Registrations  59.49%

Grants  22.08%

Tournaments & Exhibitions  8.89%

Corporate Sponsorship  7.81%

Advertising, Merchandise 
Sales & Other Income  1.73%
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Unrestricted Revenues, Expenses & 
Other Changes in Unrestricted Net Assets
 Revenue  2016  2017
  Membership registrations and dues 26,480,206  26,594,307
  Corporate sponsorship 3,094,592  3,493,474
  USOC grants 1,451,000  1,419,315
  Tournaments and exhibitions 2,457,546  3,975,876
  Interest and dividends 3,972  3,304
  Adver tising and merchandise sales net of cost 165,231  294,236
  Other income 442,064  476,771
  Contributions and other grants 117,626  149,206
  USA Hockey Foundation grants 8,123,139  8,300,644
  Satisfied program restrictions —  —
  Total Revenue $42,335,376  $44,707,133

 Expenses
  Membership services 9,629,768  10,139,683
  National team development 4,065,771  4,044,952
  International programs 6,581,956  8,286,871
  Internet program 388,143  418,053
  Player development 3,032,854  2,789,934
  Officials 2,547,107  2,638,222
  Coaching 2,308,548  1,928,469
  Junior program 523,481  565,235
  Adult program 1,569,654  1,819,682
  Annual Congress/Winter Meetings 1,032,219  1,071,155
  Youth program 780,974  803,975
  Membership development 974,989  928,264
  American Development Model 2,032,306  1,723,154
  Total Expenses $35,467,770  $37,157,649

 Supporting Services
  General and administrative 5,470,918  6,034,204
  Marketing and fundraising 1,355,702  1,205,820
  Total Supporting Services $6,826,620  $7,240,024

 CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $40,986 $309,460




