Meet Expectations
No whining – It is self defeating!! I don’t care what the weather is like
· Check the calendar for dismissal times and departure times – We need to leave on time!!!
· Communicate with your teachers – this is crucial!! Make up your work or do it ahead of time – In this time of budget cuts we don’t want teachers complaining about athletes who miss too much school or don’t get their work completed
· Make sure your parents know  what’s going on
· Return times are approximate from meets so please keep parents informed
· Unexcused absences are sent to me – I don’t want to get any – take care of them!!
· Plan ahead regarding school – If you know you have a meet in Mankato on Tuesday and a test on Wed. Start studying earlier. 
· We have down times at meets – Bring work with – can you study on the bus? – It’s a long drive to Mankato
· We need the starting 6 at meets – Please put those meet dates on your calendars and schedule other things around them – if you are not able to participate at a competition it affects the entire team (varsity) – JV is much more flexible
· Dress appropriately – No denim!  No super short shorts! No Yoga pants! As much as possible wear your team clothing, but dress for the weather and conditions.
· Be prepared for the meet – have that extra bag of stuff for various weather issues – I don’t care how much stuff you drag with you – we generally don’t have concerns about room on the bus
· CLEAN your clubs – especially before a competition – The grooves are there for a purpose!!
· If your golf towel is clean – that’s a bad thing!!
· Don’t put too much stuff in your golf bag – they get heavy and that tires you out which affects how you play – Have that extra bag for stuff you may need then make adjustments once we get to the course
· Please use a pull cart if it will help you play better golf
· Golf balls are heavy – no more than 12 at a time – if you have clubs you never hit – leave them out – during a meet is not the time to try that club
· NO CELL PHONES
· Once we get to the course get moving – I usually try to allow about 1 hour before the meet starts – change clothes, go to the range, putt and chip, - the most important thing is to hit a few balls and get a feel for the greens – short putts and long putts – you don’t need to hit a lot of balls – enough to hit every other club in your bag and get loosened up
· Get your cards from me and make sure you are ready to go at our start time or when the coaches say it’s time to start
· Listen to what the coach has to say at away meets – they often have course information or special instructions that can greatly affect how you play – FOCUS – ask questions if it is not clear
· Once we start teeing them up remember good etiquette
· New Rule this year - Each participating school may have 1 head coach and 1 assistant coach duly hired by the school board of that school provide advice to the players from that school on the golf course except when the player’s ball lies on the putting green. When providing advice, a coach must not enter a bunker. Each person providing advice to the players from the school must be identified to the Committee prior to the start of the round. Coaching on the course is permitted during the regular season and during post season play. 
· Varsity plays 18 – JV plays 9
· Usually play circle 10 rule for JV
· Watch where you ball goes all the time. Do not take your eyes off the ball until it stops rolling. A lost ball is one of the worst penalties in golf – If it’s headed for some trees then pick a landmark (tree, bush, post, whatever) and head in that direction to try and at least get in the general area
· Always hit a provisional if you think your ball is lost except in the case of a water hazard
· Walk FAST, but make sure it is safe – Always watch your opponents hit so you can get out of the way if necessary as well as help them find their ball if it is mishit
· Remember that if you are in front of another player there is always the chance that golf ball could be coming your way (sometimes be careful even if you are behind the player because there are trees that could cause a ricochet.)
· NEVER hit into another group – ALWAYS error on the side of waiting too long if you are unsure whether it is safe to hit
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Wait until the group ahead of you gets off the green and are well on their way to the next tee before you hit your approach shots
· ALWAYS shout Fore if your ball is headed for another player – LOUDLY
· If you hear someone else shout fore in your direction try to get behind something or use your bag as a shield. Duck low and cover your head
· Almost worse than getting hit is hitting somebody else especially when it could have been avoided with some common sense
· Every player you play with will be different – some will want to talk – some will want o focus on their game only, read their personalities and respond appropriately. There is nothing worse than being a focused player and getting stuck with someone who does nothing but talk and talk during a competitive round
· In short – Be respectful!!
· Don’t holler at your friend across the fairway to find out how they are doing – It’s a golf course!!
· Always clean your golf ball when it is ok to do so
· ALWAYS mark your ball on the green – carefully- is it in a ball mark – does it have mud on it
· Don’t ever step in somebody else’s line of putt
· Watch your shadow and never stand directly behind them or in front of them on the other side of the hole
· Give your opponent room on the green – I see too many girls all huddled together while someone is putting-it looks like a football huddle
· Once you are done putting get off the green ASAP- Move to the next tee and get ready to hit – mark your scorecard on the next tee box. If you are there first tee off – we play ready golf
· Everything you do should involve getting ready to hit your next shot – if you do this and walk fast slow play will never be a problem
· Know the rules – 
· You can also help slow play by helping your opponent search for a lost ball – if they aren’t watching where it goes then they NEED you!
· Don’t let their game – good or bad – affect your game
· Always count every stroke and if you should lose count ask your opponents for help and carefully recount each shot you made – don’t guess. Get some beads if you need to
· Cheaters in golf are quickly discovered by everyone and it’s the worst reputation you can ever get – as well as a really tough label to lose
· Once a cheater – always a cheater!!
· If you don’t know a rule – ask your teammates or play 2 balls – Don’t guess
· Say your score loudly and clearly to everyone in the group at the end of each hole (your marker)
· 18 holes is usually about 3 -4 hours – it’s a long time to keep your head in the game – with practice you will be able to maintain that focus
· Stay hydrated and eat a healthy snack during the competition – very important!!
· Make sure your shoes are broken in!! You will not play your best golf with blisters
· When the round is over – Shake hands with all of your fellow golfers – the boys do that – why don’t we
· Find a spot to go over your scorecard hole by hole with your group – Then once you all agree you can sign your card – Never sign a card until all questions have been answered and scores are correct
· Remember that signing a card with a score lower than what you actually got is a disqualification – the worst feeling in golf!!!
· If there are any rules questions find a coach before you sign any cards
The next few expectations include some things I would like you do once you have your card signed.
· Please bring your cards to me – I need someone to read the scores to me – 3 at a time- to record them on the computer – Don’t just throw me the card and walk away – good or bad. 
· I will also need your putts for each hole read to me 3 at a time
· This year I want fairways hit also – Par 3 – on the green
· If it’s a home meet I know that JV will be done first (just 9 holes) and I don’t expect you to wait around for the varsity scores. You are free to go on your way
· Varsity home meets – Unless it is critical I need you to wait until the round is over for everyone and the results are in. We are a TEAM
· If we win celebrate quietly (until we get on the bus:)
· If we lose – lose graciously
· If you have school work to do – go for it
· Or watch your teammates come in
· The same rules apply to the clubhouse, public, employees as our home course
· Clean up any mess you made before we leave
· Some courses are sensitive about bringing into the clubhouse any outside food or drink – Ask me before you do that
· Shake the hand of the host coach before we leave and thank them for putting on the meet
· If the pro is there thank him or her also and tell them you enjoyed playing the course
· Get to the bus ASAP so we can get home
· We will talk about arranging food – snacks – drinks for each meet – I need a volunteer to organize – 
· When we get back to town call early enough so parents are there to pick you up (I have to wait until you all have rides)
· Make sure the bus is clean and thank the driver as you exit
Don’t forget to thank your parents for all they do to help you with this experience. They need to hear that from you!!
I know these lists are very long, and I know a lot of this is common sense, but we all need to be RESPECTUL, RESPONSIBLE, AND SAFE
