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P A S T O R  
M A R K  B E N T S

Interim Pastor Leaving

Trinity Summer 
Book Club Pick
Love Poems From God  
By Daniel Ladinsky 
A collection of poetry from 12 
mystic authors —six from the 
East and six from the West— all 
speaking to how their experience 
of the Divine Beloved has infused 
and changed their world. Offering 
words spoken from the true, clear 
bead at the center of life, this is the 
best book I’ve read all year. I’ve read 
it a couple times so far, and I know 
I’ll be reading it again — and I’d like 
to read it with you. I will be hosting 
a Book Club about this book on 
Wednesday evenings at Tin Bins 
all summer long. Each week we’ll 
read the poetry from one author, 
then get together out on the deck 
at 6:30 p.m. to talk about what we 
read and how it inspired us. These 
poems also will be my preaching 
text over the summer, so please 
come be part of the conversation. 
What could be better than a good 
book and good people having 
good conversation out by the river 
every week? I can’t wait to see you 
there!

YOGA 
Wednesday night yin yoga is 
on hiatus during the summer, 
but we plan to resume again in 
September. Keep your eyes on 
the weekly e-newsletter for other 
potential yoga opportunities 
this summer! (To add your name 
to Trinity’s eNewsletter list, log 
onto trinitylc.org and click on 
“eNewsletter Sign Up Here” at 
the bottom of the homepage. 
If you have any trouble signing 
up, please email Kim Pleticha, 
Director of Communications, at 
kpleticha@trinitylc.org or give her 
at call at 439-7400 ext. 122.

–Pastor Stephanie

Wednesdays 
at 6:30 p.m.

Tin Bins

Pastor Mark Bents will be leaving his role as Interim Senior Pastor for 
Trinity in June. He will complete several tasks currently underway before 
his departure.

We are working closely with the Saint Paul Area Synod office to identify 
an Interim Senior Pastor to serve through the remainder of our transition 
period. Because of the short timeline, it may be necessary to bring in a 
pastor on a temporary basis until we locate an interim pastor able to serve 
through the call of a new senior pastor. Until the interim position is filled, 
the Rev Lamont Koerner, assistant to Bishop Lull, will provide pastoral 
consultation to staff and the congregation. We are pleased that he will join 
us as our guest preacher on Sunday, May 24, at both the Drive-In and at 
Trinity. 

While this is an unexpected development for Trinity, we will take the time 
needed to identify an interim senior pastor who will be a strong leader for 
Trinity’s ongoing ministry and will help prepare us as we call a new senior 
pastor. 

We are heartened by the results of the recently completed HolyCow! 
Survey and follow-up interviews conducted with a sampling of Trinity 
members: these results underscore the strong support among the 
congregation for Trinity and its ministry, even as we tend to issues facing 
the church. We are also pleased to know that the Synod office already has 
been contacted by pastors interested in being considered for our senior 
pastor position once that process is initiated. 

The Council has extended its gratitude to Pastor Mark for his service with 
us. Anyone wishing to send a card or note to Pastor Mark to thank him for 
his service may drop it off in the Church Office to be forwarded to him. 

Gail Olson, Congregational Council President
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P A S T O R  
S T E P H A N I E  V O S

I get to talk about books — my favorite 
thing! Summer is an awesome chance 
to spend some time outdoors or at the 
cabin, sitting by the lake or down by the 
river. Here are some of my favorites of 
the year so far:

The Goldfinch  
By Donna Tartt 
I loved Tartt’s book 
The Secret History, but 
I think I loved this one 
even more. I was so 
immersed in the world of 
the novel, so captivated 
by the narrator, so 
curious about what 
was going to happen next. This was 
really one of those books I could not 
put down: a beautifully written story 
about a boy trying to find his way, 
and the amazing cast of characters that 
he encounters along the unexpected 
journey.

The Lover’s Dictionary  
By David Levithan 
Definitely an easy read, but a beautiful 
play on the form of a novel. Rather than 
telling a linear story, this book is framed 
around significant words, and, like any 
dictionary, alphabetizes them. It was 
engaging and thoughtful, and a truly 
lovely story woven in such a unique way. 

Siddhartha  
By Herman Hesse 
Always a favorite, but worth coming 
back to: if you haven’t read this book 
yet, it’s another easy read, but so rich 
and rewarding. We follow the story of 
young Siddhartha as he leaves home and 
tries to discover for himself what makes 
life meaningful. My favorite quote: “I’m 
only interested in being able to love the 
world.”

Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour Bookstore  
By Robin Sloan 
Fast paced, mysterious, surprising, 
hilarious. This book was so unexpected 
but I devoured it. An unlikely team 
comes together to solve a secret hidden 

code embedded in a used bookstore that 
never seems to sell any books… 

The Lowland  
By Jhumpa Lahiri 
A delightful and gorgeous book about 
two brothers who are so similar and yet 
so different, The Lowland follows them 
as they learn who they are and who they 
want to be, and what responsibilities 
they each carry forward with them. A 
tale split between India and America, 
Lahiri knows how to place you right 
into the world her characters inhabit.

True Grit  
By Charles Portis 
I wouldn’t generally gravitate to 
Westerns, but this book is a wonderful 
example of why it’s important to try 
new things. You may have seen the 
Cohen brothers’ film adaptation, but 
trust me, the book is worth reading. It’s 
a story about a fierce girl whose loyalty 
and bravery emboldens her to do great 
things, and the two men she recruits 
to help her. It’s a great combination of 
personalities and perspectives. 

The Painter  
By Peter Heller 
I can’t quite put my finger on what I 
loved about this book, but I thoroughly 
enjoyed every minute I spent reading 
it — I guess you’ll just have to trust me 
on this one! The main character is a man 
who is looking back on his life, trying 
to make sense of his experiences, and is 
both a painter and an avid fly-fisherman. 
It’s never too late to be who you are 
and to share it with the world — and to 
subvert their expectations of you. 

The History of Love  
By Nicole Krauss 
A very tender story told through 
multiple narrators and generations, 
this sweet book wraps around so many 
important themes like love and loyalty 
and family. Loved it!

So You’ve Been Publicly Shamed  
By Jon Ronson 
For you non-fiction fans, this is 
Ronson’s latest release. I actually read it 

An 
Abundance 
of Summer 
Reading

first from an Advanced Reading Copy 
I received at Valley Bookseller. Ronson 
has some great questions for us about the 
power of social media and the Internet 
to bring back public accountability, but 
shows how it can easily get out of hand. 
Using lots of examples, he brings up 
things we need to be thinking about as 
our culture and behavior evolves online.

Poor Millionaires  
By Nate Roberts and Michael Kimpur 
My friend and Salt Collective editor 
Nate Roberts has a truly incredible 
story of how he and a friend he met 
in college ended up starting a school 
in Kenya. They each came from 
different backgrounds (white suburban 
evangelical; orphaned World Vision-
sponsored child in Kenya) but have 
built a wonderful friendship and now a 
school for kids in Michael’s hometown. 
It’s a wonderful read that shows the 
dangers of a single story, and the power 
of friendship.

Let The Great World Spin  
By Collumn McCann 
Another multi-narrator novel, this book 
reminds me again that you never really 
know what a person is going through in 
his or her life. It’s so easy to look in from 
the outside and make assumptions, but 
people are infinitely more complex than 
we dare to realize. Set in New York City, 
it depicts the world below the first man 
to walk between the World Trade Center 
buildings on a tightrope.

What The Living Do  
By Marie Howe 
A stunning poetry collection; great for 
people who think they don’t like poetry 
— very readable and very enjoyable. 
Howe’s poems are straightforward while 
also being poignant and beautiful. This 
is poetry you won’t have to pretend to 
understand or like, containing lines that 
will stick with you and show you the 
world you live in in new ways.
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We are constantly gratified at the 
tremendous support of Trinity members 
for our congregation and our ministries. 
There has been much goodwill from 
members, even when concerns and 
issues have been raised. Trinity will 
remain a vibrant congregation because 
of our members’ faithfulness. Every 
organization faces issues from time to 
time that can result in hurt and sorrow. 
It is our hope that, as we move forward, 
we can all continue to look for ways to 
heal the hurt and focus on healthy and 
respectful ways to address any issues 
that arise in the future. We can do much 
together and we look forward to your 
continued partnership in helping Trinity 
be the best that it can be. Thank you for 
all you do!

SENIOR PASTOR CALL PROCESS 
The Council is pleased to announce 
that Arba-Della Beck has agreed to lead 
the Senior Pastor Call process. Arba-
Della is a long-time member of Trinity 
and has served on the Congregational 
Council and in other capacities. She 
also is president of Family Means, a 
social services agency headquartered in 
Stillwater and operating throughout the 
metro area.

The first phase of the call process 
will be to create a ministry profile 
of Trinity, including demographic 
information about the congregation 
and the community, church history, 
current ministry and mission, staffing, 
etc. The Senior Pastor Call committee 
will seek input from the congregation 
about future ministry direction and 
what qualities we want to look for in 
our next senior pastor. The second phase 
of the call process will be to identify 
and interview possible senior pastor 
candidates. Rather than approaching 
this as two separate committees, both 
functions will be combined under the 
senior pastor call committee. 

Trinity members interested in 
participating on the senior pastor 
call committee should complete and 
submit the application form at:  
http://tinyurl.com/Senior-Pastor-Call 
by June 12. 

We expect there will be significant 
interest in participating in the call 
process; while it will not be possible to 
include all interested persons on the call 
committee, there will be opportunities 

From the Congregational Council June 2015
for all to share their thoughts in this 
important process. One way we can 
all support this process is through 
remembering the work of the senior 
pastor call committee in your prayers. 

TRINITY FINANCES:    
HOW YOU CAN HELP 
As we have reported previously, 
significant changes were made in the 
2015 budget to reduce current-year 
expenses. Even with those changes, 
however, we can balance this year’s 
budget only through greater giving from 
the congregation. We will be initiating 
a special appeal in the coming weeks to 
encourage further financial support in 
order to have a successful 2015 budget 
year. Please prayerfully consider the 
level of financial support you can 
provide to Trinity’s ministries.

TRINITY’S TREASUER 
After serving six years as a council 
member and treasurer, Todd King has 
now completed his service. During his 
tenure, Todd dedicated untold hours 
to fulfilling the traditional role of 
treasurer, while taking on a variety of 
projects and tasks beyond the typical 
scope of the position. In addition to 
working with the Finance Committee, 
the Long-Range Financial Planning 
team, the Facilities Maintenance team, 
and the “Opening Doors” appeal, Todd 
was deeply involved in the development 
of the Croix Center, negotiating lease 
agreements with the Croix Center 
tenants, the purchase of the Drive-In 
property, and much more. The Council 
extends its deep gratitude for Todd’s 
contributions, his commitment, and his 
friendly, supportive presence.

We are also very pleased to announce 
that Tom Olsen has been elected by the 
Council to serve as our new Treasurer. 
Tom and his wife, Jeneal, daughter, Katy, 
and son, Eric, became members in 1988. 
Tom most recently served as the chair 
of the Long-Range Financial Planning 
team. Tom has 35 years of experience 
with 3M in the finance area and is now 
retired from his work there. Tom’s 
professional experience and his work 
on the Long-Range Financial Planning 
team will provide a smooth transition as 
Trinity continues to address its financial 
situation.

Please extend your thanks to Todd for his 
service and welcome Tom to his new role.

MISSIONS BOARD UPDATE 
Our congregation has been committed 
to local and global mission work for 
decades; as a congregation we see our 
mission involvement as an integral 
part of our ministry and our identity. 
One of the commitments made by 
the Congregational Council in the fall 
of 2014 was to establish a Missions 
Board. We are pleased to announce 
that the Missions Board has now 
been established. The newly adopted 
Missions Board charter, (http://www.
trinitylc.org/page/show/1724217-
missions-board), provides that 
the Board will be responsible for 
coordination and oversight of Trinity’s 
missions efforts, working in conjunction 
with Missions Director Tom Thiets. 

We are pleased that Renae Oswald 
Anderson has agreed to chair the 
Missions Board. Renae has been 
involved with missions trips to both 
Mexico and Tanzania and, because of 
her professional and volunteer work, 
she brings a wealth of knowledge of 
more local needs and resources, as 
well. Our other new board members 
also have tremendous hands-on 
missions experience, both local and 
global, and will bring passion, valuable 
perspective, and a broad array of skills 
to our missions efforts: Marlene Harty, 
Michele Hermansen, John Hodler, 
Heidi Kriesel-White, Arlyce Melheim, 
Jerry Nelson, Joan Newman, Mary-
Claire Potter, Jaime Staska, and Vic 
Thalacker. The board will have its 
organizational meeting in the near 
future.

FACILITIES UPDATE 
We are pleased to report that based on 
the generous support of those who re-
designated “Opening Doors” funding 
for facilities projects, we are able to 
proceed with two important facilities 
projects. Our Facilities Maintenance 
team has established priorities for the 
work to be completed and, based on the 
team’s recommendations, the Council 
has authorized moving forward with 
necessary roof repairs, selected HVAC 
elements, and some improvements to 
the Fourth Street entrance area. Work 
on all is expected to begin soon. Thanks 
to both our donors and the facilities 
team for making these improvements 
possible.

Have a great summer—see you at 
the Drive-In (9 a.m.) or at the church 
(10 a.m.) for Sunday worship!
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TRINITY CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Help Trinity End the Year Strong!
The people of Trinity will be given the 
opportunity to help Trinity gain strength 
during this year of transition.  Most pressing 
as we prepare to call a new senior pastor is 
our financial health.

Keep your eyes open for information about 
a special “over and above” appeal in early 
summer.  Begin now to prayerfully consider 
how you can help strengthen Trinity’s 
ministry through an extra gift.

Trinity Financial Report
By Todd King & Tom Olsen

From the past Council Treasurer
In April 2014, I asked the Congregational Council to accept my one-year notice to 
vacate the position of Treasurer I had held for more than six years. As of April 22, 2015, 
the election has occurred and Tom Olsen has filled the Treasurer position.

Shortly after joining Trinity, I was asked to join the Council and then to take on the 
role of Treasurer. At that time, Trinity for Tomorrow was in full swing and I felt like 
some of my business experience could be helpful as we completed the land swap 
for the parking ramp, acquired the Drive-In, and moved the Post Office. Those were 
exciting times. 

To be sure, the past few years have not been without challenges. Our revenue 
projections were overly optimistic as we strived to maintain Trinity’s exceptional 
programming, ministry, and staff. In January of this year, the Finance team and the 
Council recognized the need for some budget cuts and adjustments to try to avoid a 
fiscal year-end deficit. These were difficult but necessary decisions.

I feel positive about the future of Trinity, including its financial future. Reducing debt, 
“right-sizing” the budget and overhead, and a proactive stewardship effort will bring 
Trinity to a balanced position. 

I plan to support Tom with active involvement on the Finance team, as well as 
assisting with any transitional needs. 

Thank you for the opportunity of allowing me to serve! God bless.

From the current Council Treasurer
I want to begin by thanking Todd King for his many years of service to the 
Congregational Council.  As mentioned in the Council article, there were many 
projects the church did while he was Treasurer that required financial input and 
Todd’s background and experience were very helpful in facilitating those decisions.  I 
hope to be able to call on Todd for help occasionally as the church faces new financial 
issues. 
 
Now that I am Treasurer, I am looking forward to the challenge of reviewing financial 
options for the church as we prepare for Trinity’s 150th anniversary in 2020.  This 
was the task we explored in the Long-Range Financial team, which I chaired earlier 
this year.  The team looked at various financial scenarios for the future and also at 
the current fiscal year.  In our January 2015 report to the Congregational Council, 
we recognized that, in order to plan for the future, it was very important to carefully 
review fiscal year 2015 (which ends in August, 2015); the trend we observed was that 
Trinity would have another operating deficit in 2015. Although actions were taken 
to reduce spending, it still appears the church is going to run a deficit in 2015 unless 
further actions are taken.  

Part of the solution will come from the completion of the “Opening Doors” campaign.  
As of today, about $190,000 of the remaining funds have been designated for 2015 
operations. The remaining funds have been designated for maintenance projects 
$181,000 and debt reduction $119,000.  Another aspect of closing the deficit gap in 
fiscal 2015 will be a renewed emphasis on stewardship.
 
Other financial areas the Finance team will do is to put in place a timely forecast / 
planning  cycle which is aligned with the most accurate revenue forecast we can 
predict given the variable nature of Trinity’s revenues.  We will also carefully consider 
the proper debt structure for the church and continue to look at the long range 
financial plan for the church.



6 June 2015 • trinity.today.

C A R E  M I N I S T R I E S

I came that you 
may have life 
and have it more 
abundantly. 
–John 10:10
My dad had the biggest hands. Hands 
that were strong, sure, capable. When 
my dad’s hands held me, I knew I 
was safe. Protected. Loved. My dad’s 
hands could span my waist: up until I 
was 15 years old, he would touch his 
thumbs together and stretch his hands 
around my middle until his fingers 
touched, completing the circle. I think 
he delighted in holding me this way 
—the little daughter he could envelop 
in his hands— both of us slightly awed 
by the literal representation of daddy 
and daughter, big and little, protector 
and protected, loving and loved. I loved 
feeling all wrapped up in his hands. 
Held.

My dad died suddenly when I was that 
15-year-old girl, cutting his life and my 
life with him all too short. A held life. 
Suddenly in a freefall.

But. During the time my earthly dad’s 
heart was silently and slowly failing —
unknown to me— my heavenly father’s 
heart was beating. The legacy of love 
through the prayers and supplications 
of my extended family and network of 
friends was like oxygen in my veins. 
The harnessing of the Holy Spirit on 
my behalf infused my life with the 
steady drip of love, as solid and sure as 
my dad’s big hands; the  hands that held 
me. My dad’s heart physically failed, 
but through the power of God’s love 
and grace, it beats on in me.

The abundance of blessings —the 
beauty and miracle of this life— is 
the sweetness and privilege of being a 
child of God right here and right now, 
plunked down in the green grassy field 
of abundance. So much —so much love 
and light and laughter; so much joy and 
hope and faith— in a God who holds 
me, and you, with strong sure hands 
and a steady beating heart.

Blessings in Abundance

Thank you!

Contact the 
Care Team

Church Office
651-439-7400

Pastor Deb Ost
Ext 107
dost@trinitylc.org

Zanny Johnson
Ext. 130
zjohnson@trinityls.org

Sue Peterson
Call the Church Office
651-439-7400
speterson@trinitylc.org

Care Coordinator
By Zanny Johnson

The Johnson family would like to 
express their sincere thanks for the 
calls, letters, and other outpourings 
of love they have received from this 
congregation after the death of their son 
and brother, Nils.
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Mention of the annual Saint Paul 
Area Synod annual assembly does not 
typically elicit feelings of excitement 
and anticipation. Let’s just say, people 
rarely jump up and down, cheering out, 
“I get to spend one-and-a-half days at 
the assembly!” I have found, however, 
that once I sign in at the assembly 
registration table and start seeing 
familiar (and new) faces from around 
the synod, I feel a surge of energy. (The 
coffee might have something to do 
with it, I suppose.)  Fabulous gathering 
music draws me into the worship 
center, where I join the other 400 or 
so participants. We begin and end each 
day with worship, and the first morning 
we also celebrate Holy Communion 
together. This is a tangible and sacred 
reminder that we gather, as an extended 
community, to do and envision God’s 
work in the world. 

This year’s assembly theme, “We are 
Church: Here and Now,” seemed 
especially well suited for our delegation 
from Trinity. We, the people of Trinity, 
are church, together, at this very 

moment in time and in this specific 
community of Stillwater. Indeed, the 
present is really the only frame of time 
we ever have, even as we glance back 
to the past and gaze into the future. 
Living in the “here and now” enables us 
to view our giving, loving and serving 
through the lens of abundance: there is 
more than enough; we are more than 
imagined; we can do more than we ever 
dreamed. 

I recall the communion table at the 
assembly, overflowing with a mountain 
of bread. Each congregation was invited 
to bring a small amount of communion 
bread from our own supply. The result 
was an abundance, far surpassing what 
we needed or could use; too much to 
even fit on the table. I also saw and 
heard abundance in the personal and 
poignant stories presented during the 
assembly. “Voices: Why the Church 
Matters” were real people from several 
congregations around the synod, 
telling their own stories of receiving 
outpourings of care and support when 
they desperately needed it: times of 

P A S T O R  
D E B R A  O S T

Abundance in our Synod
grief, confusion, suffering and tragedy. 
These “voices” were individuals 
who learned about faith through the 
abundant love of others. 

We at Trinity possess an abundance: 
talents, strengths, resources, and ideas. 
We especially have an abundance of 
love: for God, for others, for our 
congregation, for the world. As care 
pastor, I have the privilege of hearing 
many of your stories of abundant love 
given and received: meals prepared and 
delivered to someone recovering from 
surgery; prayer shawls lovingly knitted 
and gratefully received; supportive 
phone calls extended daily to a bereaved 
friend; prayers of healing requested 
by a child for her grandfather, and her 
prayers lifted up by the Prayer team. 
Sharing the abundance of God’s love is 
what it means to be the church, here and 
now. 

This summer, may you experience 
abundance in each moment — and 
may we have an abundance of sunshine 
Sunday mornings at Drive-In worship!
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Caring Friends
Celebrating Seniors 

Picnic!

June 3, 11 a.m.–1 p.m.
Worship in the sanctuary, lunch in the Garden Room

North Suburban Chorus entertaining.

All seniors (75+) welcome—–please attend!
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Tuesday, June 2 
 7 p.m.

Garden Room
Tom Jolivette, Trinity’s Holy 
Cow consultant, will present 
the findings of Trinity’s recent 
survey and listening interviews.  
Download the Holy Cow Survey 
Report  at: 
tinyurl.com/Holy-Cow-Report

Holy Cow! Survey Report

Everyone 

is in
vited!

Each child  is a gift from God — a 
true blessing!  We parents are given 
an opportunity to help shape the life 
of another human being. We show by 
example how spirituality and daily life 
emerge. Everything we do or say, every 
habit we have, our tone of voice, and 
our expressions all teach children and 
help form their earliest ideas about God, 
people, and the world. Instilling values 
and character traits in your children will 
provide them with a strong foundation 
on which they can base their lives and 
build their futures.

• Ask God for help. Look inside, 
pray, meditate, keep a journal, 
and find role models. Nurture 
your faith and forge a path that is 
personal, creative, life affirming, 
and joyful.

• Create a home environment in 
which children can love and serve 
our God and one another. Choose 
to mirror love, joy, optimism, faith, 
hope, honesty, kindness, generosity, 
understanding, and forgiveness. In 
doing so we nurture our children’s 
souls.

• Build great family memories that 
revolve around your spiritual life. 
Doing this can yield dividends for 
generations.

• Treat others as you’d like your child 
to treat them. Children are always 
watching. Modeling kindness and 
caring behavior toward friends and 
relatives is an effective way to teach 
God’s love and compassion.

• Help your child become his own 
problem solver. Guide and support 
your children as they work through 
conflicts or struggles, but avoid 
doing it for them.

• Encourage honesty and 
truthfulness. Give your child 
a chance to explain instead of 
automatically accusing him of 
wrongdoing. Help your child 
understand why he felt he needed 
to lie. Explain why lying is harmful 
(it destroys trust). Give your child a 
chance to fix his mistake.

• Model forgiveness by 
acknowledging your mistakes 
and apologizing when you need 
to. Accept your family member’s 
shortcoming and encourage them to 

do better next time.
• Engage and involve your child in 

everyday tasks. Asking for their 
help makes children feel useful and 
important. Take time for training 
and work with your children until 
they learn how to do the job. When 
they feel ready to do the job alone, 
let them know you are available. 
Step back and don’t help unless 
asked. By regularly involving your 
children in age-appropriate jobs 
with you, you’re helping them 
develop a sense of responsibility.

• Share affection through warm hugs, 
smiles, kind words humor and 
playfulness. Honor and share each 
other’s feelings.

 
Lake Area Discovery Center is Trinity 
Lutheran Church’s partner in preschool 
care. For more information, log onto 
ladcfamilies.org

Character Building By Lake Area Discovery Center
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CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES

Volunteer Leader Celebration 
At the CYF leader celebration on April 29, we thanked 59 
women and 10 men. For the most part, these folks were 
small group leaders in Pre-K through Confirmation. From 
September through April, these generous stewards showed 
up on Wednesday evenings or Sunday mornings to help our 
children learn about God’s love and faithfulness. We thanked 
them with a cheer:  “We hold you in high regard!  WAY TO 
GO!”  A volunteer team of parents, led by Mary Gray, treated 
them to a delicious appetizer banquet and presented them with 
little gifts. And afterwards, these fabulous impact adults to our 
children gathered around tables and evaluated the past year to 
help future planning teams. 

Special thank you to Sara Wagner, Rachel Parkin, Norma 
Wilson and Tami Jensrud. These amazing women met with me 
weekly to write lesson plans and often led the large groups by 
themselves. In light of the recent staff cuts, these women made 
it possible for us to finish the year strong in Pre-K through 
6th grade. We were able to fulfill the promises we made to 
our children and parents last fall thanks to the exceptional 
dedication of these generous stewards.

Yes, indeed, our children and their parents have experienced 
God’s love in abundance through the weekly actions and words 
of volunteer leaders!  

What We Learned 
Pre-K to 3rd grade:  Our Pre-K through 3rd graders have gone 
through quite a bit of change in terms of staffing and curriculum 
lately. We are so thankful to parents for sticking with us as 
we’ve weathered these transitions! This year we learned pretty 
conclusively that grouping all of our Pre-K through 3rd graders 
together isn’t a good idea:  the children really do need to be in 
smaller groups with their age peers so that they can learn in an 
age-appropriate manner. To that end, we also learned that we 
didn’t have enough volunteers for our large groups; however, 
when we put out the notice this spring that we needed some 
help, four grandmothers immediately volunteered — more 
abundant blessings! Finally, we learned that kids this age really 
like music, so next year we’re hoping for some volunteer piano 
players to match the enthusiasm these children have for singing 
and dancing and praising God!  Moving forward, our priority is 
to develop a progressive scope and sequence of learning for all 
age groups, including our youngest learners.

An Abundance of Blessings: The Year in CYF

10
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4th Grade:  This year we piloted “Bible 101” for 4th grade on 
Wednesday evenings and 4th-6th grades on Sunday mornings. 
Students had their own room and their own curriculum: 
memorizing the books of the Bible and learning how to navigate 
the Bible; understanding the difference between the Old 
and New Testaments; learning about the history of how the 
Bible came to be; and following the narrative lectionary Bible 
stories. You may have been impressed to hear our Bible 101 
students confidently sing “Books of the Bible” in worship! On 
Wednesdays, our attendance was higher in 4th grade than any 
other grade level – they were excited to learn!  

5th & 6th grade: The 5/6 BOC (Body of Christ) also 
followed the narrative lectionary this year, and we held them 
to high expectations of learning — and they matched those 
expectations!  The students each chose their “signature Bible 
verse” and learned the Apostles’ Creed. They also delved 
into Worship this year, learning how worship services are 
constructed and why. One of their favorite sessions was led by 
Phil Kadidlo and Carol Carver. For each of our three family 
worship services, the kids wrote the prayers and families shared 
the sermon. These services were just amazing!  We had more 
parent participation in the 5/6 BOC this year than any other 
age group — chiefly because of these wonderful family worship 
services. Thank you, parents, for so beautifully modeling your 
faith to these young people — more abundant blessings!

Julie Jolivette
Pre-K–6th Grade 

jjolivette@trinitylc.org 
439-7400 ext. 108

Thank you Mary Gray! 
You are amazing, Mary Gray!  You and your team 
did a fabulous job providing a banquet for our 
CYF leaders on April 29. Everyone felt loved 
and appreciated for sure. The tables looked 
cheery and special, the food was delicious and 
abundant, and the gifts were thoughtful and just 
right. An observation was made that this event 
seemed to mean more to our leaders coming 
from other parents than when staff held that responsibility in the 
past.

THANK YOU, Mary Gray, for fitting the leadership of this important 
event into your already busy schedule. You are a role model for 
your own six children and you show the rest of us what it means to 
steward 100% time and energy — “All that you are!”  We hold you in 
high regard Mary Gray — way to go!  You set the bar high and do it 
with grace and generosity and we are SO grateful!  THANK YOU!

K EEPI NG
he

Promise



12 June 2015 • trinity.today.

On Sunday, April 26, 57 9th grade 
students affirmed their baptism and began 
their journey in the church as adults 
through the Rite of Confirmation. Using 
the Discourse Curriculum developed at 
Trinity, students presented their personal 
theology projects to their small groups 

Confirmation

Ashlyn Elizabeth Aarness
Crystina Marie Alvarez
Teagan Roseal Andrews
Ryan Alexander Balfanz
Beau Anton Brand
Victoria May Brekke
Shane Clifford Buerkley
Catherine Wagner Clements
Linnea Grace Coltvet
Alexander John DiMartini
Andrew Carlton Doeksen
Kayla Marie Donahue
Catherine Claire Eliasen
Lillian Dannella Ford-Melcher
Ray Girling
Evangeline Mei Haley
Lilia Rose Honsvall
Zachary Thomas Husten
Annika Nadine Ide

Manuel Matthew Moreno Jingco 
Isabelle Nancy Sparrow Johnson
Adam Johnson
Sam Johnson
Peter John Kast
Anna Joan Leintz
Autumn Hope Lien
Isabelle Maria Lombardi
Elise Frances Luoma
Morgan Elizabeth MacDonald
Mariah Christine Marsnik
Allison Kay McElvain
Alexis Clair Monson
Andrew Joseph Moon
Austin Mueller
Ryan Murphy
Andrew Lyle Nelson
Noah Ness
Julia Mae Nyberg

2015 Confirmation Students

and families at the end of the year, 
wrapping up a three-year journey of 
discovering what it means to be a person 
of faith in today’s world. Students also 
spent time creating their stoles, which 
were worn during the Confirmation 
service. Each stole is a representation of 

that student’s faith journey, citing people, 
activities, bible verses, and life events that 
have made a significant impact on their 
relationship with God. We congratulate 
this group of young adults and look 
forward to their involvement at Trinity in 
the coming years!

Sage Marie Parker
Matthew Thomas Payne
Blake Quickel
Maxwell Nathan Riemenschneider
Emma LeAnn Salmi
Katherine Grace Schmiechen
Taylor Joyce Sharon
Cynthia Dior Silva
Luke Denis Simcik
John Michael Stack
Sebella Louise Stang
Madeleine Paris Stankiewicz
Kevin Eric Thole
Lauren Rose Thole
Max Valsvik
Sophie Marie Weaver
Bryce Nelson Welsch
Derek James Werner
Kinsey Jean Weyer

—Kelsey Mans
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W O R S H I P  M I N I S T R I E S

BEGINS 
SUNDAY 
MAY 24

M A Y  2 4 - S E P T E M B E R  6

A mix of traditional hymns and contemporary 

songs with communion every week. Bring your 

lawn chairs and blankets and sit up front. Come at 

8:30 a.m. for scones and coffee!

Outdoor Worship @ the Drive-In Houlton, WI

Cool Indoor Worship @ Trinity

Trinity
worship

Trinity
W E E K L Y worship

Trinity

Special music every Sunday AND it’s air conditioned — peace, calm, beauty.  Come early for coffee!

Please volunteer to usher, serve communion or 
help with coffee at the Drive-In OR usher/serve 
communion at the cool indoor worship. 
Great opportunity for families to serve together — no 
experience necessary! Scan the QR quode to sign up:

Memorial Day through Labor Day!
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Recognized as one of the best fiddle teachers in America, Brian Wicklud also delivers a fun and fast-paced concert for fiddle 
aficionados of all ages. Families will especially enjoy the inclusive performance style and accessible music of Wicklund’s band, 
The Barley Jacks. For more information, log onto www.fiddlepal.com or email brian@fiddlepal.com.    
PHOTO COURTESY: Brian Wicklund.

Brian Wicklund

and The Barley 

Jack Concert

Thursday, June 18 at 7 p.m.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven

Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come

Thy will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those who trespass against us
And lead us not into temptation

But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom

And the power
And the glory

Forever and ever.
Amen.

Every week in Worship, as we prepare 
ourselves to partake in the communion 
meal, we pray this prayer that Jesus taught 
us. In this prayer, we seek God’s kingdom 
—heaven— here with us today. We also 
seek God’s will to rule, for the meeting of 
daily needs, and for forgiveness to fill our 
hearts. 

Through this prayerful practice and 
meal, we receive forgiveness and depart 
renewed in the Holy Spirit to serve as the 

hands and feet of Christ. Through prayer, 
the presence of the Holy Spirit fills us and 
overtakes our lives. It is in this presence 
that God’s kingdom becomes apparent —  
and through our actions that the answers 
to our prayerful pleas become reality.

Author N. T. Wright, in his book 
Surprised by Hope, states:

What you do in the present — by 
painting, preaching, singing, sewing, 
praying, teaching, building hospitals, 
digging wells, campaigning for 
justice, writing poems, caring for 
the needy, loving your neighbor as 
yourself — will last into God’s future. 
These activities are not simply ways 
of making the present life a little less 
beastly, a little more bearable, until 
the day when we leave it behind 
altogether. They are part of what we 
may call building for God’s kingdom.

In this perspective, we are challenged to 
view heaven not as some far away pie-
in-the-sky place that we will someday 
encounter, but as something we make in 
the present day through our actions. For 
it is through the Holy Spirit that we can 
do great things and transform the world.

M I S S I O N S
By Tom Thiets,  Director of Missions

Trinity missions offer a variety 
of ways for you to engage in 
service — either individually 
or as a family! We have weekly 
and monthly opportunities in 
Stillwater, Bloomington, and in the 
Twin Cities. 

We also have global missions to 
Tanzania in October 2015 and to 
Guatemala in January 2016.

For more information, 
please contact Tom Thiets at 
tthiets@trinitylc.org

Every week, Trinity members engage 
in this kingdom-building effort by 
preparing meals, ensuring safe drinking 
water, helping vegetables grow, teaching 
students, helping heal patients, and 
receiving our daily bread together.

So, let us pray our Lord’s Prayer, fill 
ourselves with the Spirit, and set forth in 
building God’s kingdom through service 
to our neighbor.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

$18 advance/$20 at the door (children $8)
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RETIRED MEN

Spouses, friends & neighbors heartily 
encouraged to attend!
Meet at Trinity at 5:15 p.m. to carpool. 
Or, meet us at the stadium.
Purchase tickets by emailing Gene Ecker 
at gene.ecker@gmail.com

June 9, 2015 
7:05 p.m.
Game Time 
CHS Field  
(Brand New  
Saints Stadium)
$16 
Infield  
Reserved Seating

115 N. Fourth Street Stillwater, MN 55082 651.439.7400 trinitylc.org 

Take me out

to the ball Game
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An Abundance of 
Books…and Belssings

The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want….my cup runneth 
over…..surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 
of my life…

Author Rabbi Kushner wrote The Lord is My Shepherd, 
Healing Wisdom of the Twenty-Third Psalm (223.2 KUSH), 
believing the Twenty Third Psalm offers a guide to living with 
faith, courage and gratitude for the abundant blessings in our 
lives. The psalmist had “learned to see everything in his life, 
including life itself, as a gift, his cup of blessings overflows.” 
Three Trinity groups have used this book for a study and 
found valuable insights. It is also recommended for individual 
reflection.

He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside 
the still waters.

Byrd Baylor has written award-winning children’s picture 
books, best read to children sitting with an adult. A young girl 
in The Table Where Rich People Sit (E B) shares the following 
thought; “I’m the one who called the meeting, and the subject 
is money, and I say we don’t have enough of it.” Her parents 
lead a discussion about how rich they really are when they 
add value to watching a cactus bloom, camping under the stars 
or seeing a rainbow.  Combine this with Baylor’s book I’m 
in Charge of Celebrations (E B) and add new family insights. 
Maybe you also will create new days to celebrate when you 
acknowledge the abundance of blessings in a day.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life.

Kushner defines goodness as feeling good about life, and 
mercy as forgiveness and the awareness of being given 
things we many not have earned.  Anne Lamott in Small 
Victories, Spotting Improbable Moments of Grace, writes of 
forgiveness, restoration, and transformation.  The Pulitzer 
Prize-winning book, All The Light We Cannot See (FIC 
DOER) by Anthony Doerr is a moving novel set during 
World War II.  Reviewers say Doerr illuminates the ways, 
against all odds, people try to be good to one another. In 
these books, as in the psalm, one can recognize the capacity 
to receive and give goodness and mercy is a blessing.

To whom do you give thanks for your blessings? We give 
thanks to God, we share with others, and we recognize the 
givens in our life are gifts of God’s abundance. Books such 
as Blessed is the Ordinary (242. 2 FROS), 365 Thank Yous 
(248.6 KRAL), and Choosing Gratitude (248.2 DEMO), 
may help you accept each day as a gift as you “try to unwrap 
the hidden beauties in an ordinary day.” (Frost) Children 
recognize abundance when reading The Blessing Jar (E C) 
The Berenstain Bears Say Their Prayers (E B), The Boy Who 
Changed the World (E A).

Blessings abound in our lives. We are grateful for the 
resources in our Library, such as The Lord Is My Shepherd. 
In it, Kushner writes, “When we find ourselves wandering 
aimlessly through the world, wondering why we are here 
and what our lives will have meant when they are over, God 
blesses us with a sense of purpose, a challenge and list of 
moral obligations and opportunities, everyone of which will 
give us the sense of living our days in God’s caring presence. 
Blessings abound!”

LibraryTRINITY LibraryTRINITY

LibraryTRINITYLibraryTRINITY

LibraryTRINITY

By Norma Wilson, Library Volunteer
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2015 Events

God Loving Outdoor Women 

Bike Ride 
Monday, June 15

6:30–8 p.m.
Brown’s Creek and Gateway Trails
Explore these beautiful trails on 
a 1.5 hour bike ride (roughly 8-16 
miles) with plenty of socializing 
afterward!
Please RSVP to Lisa Corcoran 
at e.w.corcoran@gmail.com

All Trinity Women Invited!

GLOW is a group of Trinity women of any age who love to 
experience active outdoor adventures while growing spiritually 
and making new friends. 

Psalm 23
The Lord is my Shepherd. I have everything I need and much, much more. I shall continue to want food, shelter, justice, 
peace and goodwill for all people everywhere.
He makes me lie down in green pastures to enjoy the incredible beauty and wonder of the earth and the sky.
He leads me beside the still waters of the St. Croix, of 10,000 lakes, of calm waters in the eye of raging storms.
He restores my soul with quiet serenity when sadness overwhelms me.
He guides me along straight familiar paths and along circuitous and adventuresome paths, and I trust God’s reliable 
name.
When I walk through the valleys, the shadow is a sign that the light is still there and you are beside me through the 
darkness into the light.
Your rod and your staff comfort and protect me and stave off fear and worry.
You prepare a table for me, a feast, a banquet, a picnic, a candlelight dinner in the presence of pain, illness, sadness, 
despair.
You anoint my head with oil, like a king or queen, bestowing great privilege and great responsibility; my cup is 
overflowing.
Surely goodness and mercy, beauty and light, love and grace will be in my heart and in my soul, and I will dwell in God’s 
presence today and forever.

—Ann Wolff, Trinity member

Fall Weekend Retreat 
Sept. 25-27

Registration Deadline: 
June 24

Explore God’s creation in the beautiful bluff country 
of southeast Minnesota. Together we’ll experience 
how to live fully and abundantly as stewards of God’s 
creation through a variety of outdoor activities. 

For more information, contact Sandy Ruben 
at sandra.a.ruben@gmail.com or Lisa Corcoran 
at e.w.corcoran@gmail.com or register  
online at trinitylc.org.

Note date change!



18 June 2015 • trinity.today.

W O R S H I PW O R S H I P
O P P O R T U N I T I E SA T T E N D A N C E

April 26
8:30 a.m. ....  223
10:30 a.m. ... 185

May 3
8:30 a.m. ..... 210
10:30 a.m. ... 192

May 10
8:30 a.m. ..... 181
10:30 a.m. ... 254

May 17
8:30 a.m. ..... 178
10:30 a.m. ... 277

T R I N I T Y

TODAY

•  Sundays, 9 a.m. 
Contemporary Outdoor Worship 
at the Drive-In in Houlton, WI

• Sundays, 10 a.m. 
Cool Indoor Worship at Trinity

• SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS 
We still need summer ushers & 
communion servers at the Drive-In 
and the indoor worship services.   
Sign up at:
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From the Kitchen
By Linda Flood, Food Services Manager

Kitchen Tip:
When spring cleaning, don’t forget to check all those condiments in your 
fridge.  Most will have an expiration date,  toss any expired ones to make room 
for your Broccoli Slaw dressing.

B A P T I Z E D
• Hudson Dinh Vinci, son of 

Anthony & Mary Vinci

• Dorothy Lee Kipp, 
 daughter of Orin & Christine Kipp 

• Sienna Harper Olson, 
 daughter of Michael Olson & 

Valerie Duffy

Broccoli Slaw Ramen Salad—lower sodium
1 bag of broccoli slaw (or cole slaw mix)
1 package ramen noodles, crumbled  
(seasoning packet discarded)
1/3 c sliced or slivered almonds
1/3 c roasted sunflower seeds
1/2 c cooked and shelled edamame
1/4 c craisins
1/2 of a small red onion, minced

Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 425°. Combine ramen noodles and almonds on 

baking sheet and bake for 5 minutes, stir and return to oven for 
about 3 more minutes. (don’t answer the phone or you will need 
to start over) Remove from oven when they are slightly brown, 
keeping a close eye to prevent burning. Let cool. 

2. Meanwhile, whisk all dressing ingredients in small bowl or shake 
up in mason jar. If you like more dressing just double it up. It will 
keep in the fridge for a week or so.

3. All these steps can be done ahead and chilled separately in fridge. 
No more than 1 hour before serving combine all ingredients with 
the dressing and toss to coat.

4. Enjoy!

DRESSING:
1/3 c olive or avocado oil
1 1/2 T rice vinegar
2 T sugar or honey
1/2 t of each of the 
following:
sesame oil
onion powder
ground ginger
garlic powder
black pepper

tinyurl.com/SummerUshers

LO S T  &  F O U N D

Lose something? 
Please check Trinity’s  

Lost & Found!
The Lost & Found is located in the 

Church Office.
Current items in the Lost & Found will 

be donated to charity after  
Memorial Day — so please stop by 

soon.
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C A L E N D A R  J U N E  1 - 3 0 ,  2 0 1 5

Mon., June 1
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8:45 a.m. Bridge for Trinity: Garden Room
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library
 
Tues., June 2
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA Meeting: Library
 7 p.m. Holy Cow Survey Meeting: Garden Room

Wed., June 3
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 11 a.m. Celebrating Seniors Worship & Picnic Lunch: 
  Worship Center, Garden Room  
 7:30 p.m. The River Worship Gr. 9-12: Youth Area
 
Thurs., June 4
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Overeaters Anonymous: Room 108A
 2 p.m. The Healing Hearts Group: Room 108B

Fri., June 5
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B
 
Sat., June 6
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall
  
Sun., June 7
 9 a.m. Drive-In Worship: Houlton, WI
 10 a.m. Worship, Communion: Trinity Worship Center
 
Mon., June 8
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Garden Room
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library

Tues., June 9
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 9 a.m. Croixdale Sr. Communion
 10 a.m. Good Samaritan Sr. Communion
 10:45 a.m. Greeley Sr. Communion
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA Meeting: Library

Wed., June 10
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 9:30 a.m. Boutwells Landing Sr. Communion
 1 p.m. Oak Ridge Apts. Sr. Communion
 7:30 p.m. The River Worship Gr. 9-12: Pioneer Park

Thurs., June 11 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Overeaters Anonymous: Room 108A
 
Fri., June 12
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

Sat., June 13
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall
 
Sun., June 14
 9 a.m. Drive-In Worship: Houlton, WI
 10 a.m. Worship, Communion: Trinity Worship Center
 7 p.m. Women’s Book Group: Kowalski’s–Stillwater
 
Mon., June 15
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 4 p.m. Congregational Council Meeting:  
  Office Conference Room
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 6:30 p.m. GLOW: Evening Bike Ride:  
  Brown’s Creek Parking Lot 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library

Tues., June 16
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library

Wed., June 17
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10:15 a.m. Linden Sr. Communion
 7:30 p.m. The River Worship Gr. 9-12: Otto Berg Park

Thurs., June 18
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Overeaters Anonymous: Room 108A
 7 p.m. Fiddlemasters Concert: Worship Center
 
Fri., June 19
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

Sat., June 20
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall
 10 a.m. TMAA Fundraising Bocce Ball Tournament: 
  Autumn  Hills Park, Oak Park Heights

Sun., June 21
 9 a.m. Drive-In Worship: Houlton, WI
 10 a.m. Worship, Communion: Trinity Worship Center
 
Mon., June 22
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Garden Room
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library
 
Tues., June 23
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA Meeting: Library

Wed., June 24
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10:30 a.m. Oak Park Senior Living Sr. Communion
 7 p.m. The River Worship Gr. 9-12: BBQ Movie  
  @ the Drive-In

 
Thurs., June 25
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Overeaters Anonymous: Room 108A
 10 a.m. Knitting Ministry: Narthex
 
Fri., June 26
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

Sat., June 27
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall
 
Sun., June 28
 9 a.m. Drive-in Worship: Houlton, WI
 10 a.m. Worship, Communion: Worship Center
 7 p.m. Women’s Book Group: Kowalski’s–Stillwater

Mon., June 29
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library

Tues., June 30
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library
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T R I N I T Y

TODAY

C’mon out—stay after 
worship or just show up for 
the game!

Teams are intergenerational—
representatives from every 
decade!

Come play or bring your lawn 
chairs to watch and cheer 
folks on.

Stay tuned for next month’s 
all-congregational fun event!

All-Congregation Event

June 21
@ the Drive-In after Worship

Dads and Donuts and a
KICKBALL TOURNAMENT!


