SDAHA CONFERENCE CALL
July 23, 2015 @ 8:00 – 9:30 pm CST

Roll Call done by President Dan French:  Present:  Brookings-Sam Becher, Huron-Mike Hunter, Mitchell-Lynne Smith, Oahe-Nathan Sanderson, Sioux Center-Janie Haack, Sioux Falls-Bryan Kouri, Yankton-Dave Withrow, SDAHA Treasurer-Gary De Young & SDAHA Secretary-Rhonda Schenkel.  
Not Present:  Aberdeen, Rushmore, Watertown & Ton Leif-SDAHA Vice President.
Enough present to have a quorum.  

First Order of Business:  To award the Boys Varsity State Tournament.  Brookings is the only local that submitted a bid.  A copy of that bid is attached.  Brookings has done a wonderful job for several years running now.  I only expect improvements from what they have learned over several years of hosting this event.  Brookings was awarded the Boys Varsity State Tournament.  Further discussion: Brookings would like up to $3,000 from gate revenue to be reimbursed to them.  The funds will be reimbursement for expenses incurred for hosting awards ceremony at the boy’s varsity tournament.  Brookings also was given authority to charge a small per person entry fee for the awards ceremony to help cover the cost of the event should their organizing committee decide to do so.

Second Order of Business:  Brookings was scheduled to host the PWA tournament.  This will now need to go to one of the locals that is not already hosting a state tournament.  Rushmore & Oahe are available.  Discussion & Rushmore will host PWA tournament.  Dan French will inform them.

Third order of Business:  We will also need to have a town host the U12 Girls tournament.  Mitchell is hosting the Girls Varsity tournament & at this time there are 7 Girls Varsity teams & Mitchell has two sheets of ice so they would be able to host the Girls U12 State tournament at the same time.  Dan suggests going through the Girls play down requests before making any decisions on tournament site for U12.

PLAYDOWN REQUESTS FOR GIRLS 2015/16 SEASON:
From Sioux Center:
Our Girls team is going into its fourth year of existence.  Our first year was a definite learning year, while last year we seemed to be able to pull things together more.  I believe we were last most of the year but the girls were happy with a respectable performance at the State Tournament.  Last year, we lost 2 seniors, who were the chemistry to our team, our leaders, and our best players.  Hopefully this year, we will have 15 skaters on our girls team.  Once again, age plays against us as just about half of our girls are 2001’s and younger, and our 2 oldest girls are mid to late 1998’s.   Many of our youngest players were first year skaters last season and they have a long way to go yet before they will be competitive players.  We feel that with the young age of this team, as well as a huge range of skill levels, it would be better for these girls to be playing at the Girl’s JV level.  We are therefore requesting for our high school girls team to be allowed to play at the Girls JV level.

Janie from Sioux Center spoke briefly on above topic.  


From Yankton:
Yankton is requesting to play down to girls JV this coming year. As in years past, we have a small number of girls playing (12-14), and a large group of younger girls. Hopefully, our girls numbers will improve in the future. 

Dave from Yankton spoke briefly on above topic.  

From Watertown:
Watertown will only have enough girls to field one league level team this year.  If all of our girls return we are looking at 13 total players.  

Of these players we will have one senior, one junior, 6 sophomores, 1 freshman and 4 7/8th graders.  We would like your consideration on allowing our one team to petition to play Girls JV this year.  We would love to be able to recruit some more girls to play this year and will actively try to pursue this but it is very hard to find 13-14 year old girls who have never played before and try to recruit them to play a Varsity level sport.

We will have enough young girls to field a u12 girls team which is very exciting for us, and if we had a JV team we would have the option with a couple of those older girls to float them up to JV.  These players would NOT be able to play varsity level so if we had only a Varsity team that would take away that option.  We are looking ahead and if for some reason we had a couple girls decide not to play this year or had injuries we would need these younger girls to be able to field a team at all which would not be ideal to have 5th graders playing  Varsity hockey. Thank you.

No one present from Watertown on call, but Dan read the above request.

Discussion with Mike on Huron’s choice on why they are playing Girls Varsity & Dan’s comments on having 6,7 & 8th grade girls playing at a Varsity level up against Juniors & Seniors on a regular basis is just not right.

Dave Withrow motioned to approve Sioux Center Girls to play down to Girls JV for 2015/16 Season.  Bryan Kouri 2nd the motion.  Motion carried.

Janie Haack motioned to approve Yankton Girls to play down to Girls JV for 2015/16 Season.  Rhonda Schenkel 2nd the motion.  Motion carried. 

Gary DeYoung motioned to approve Watertown Girls to play down to Girls JV for 2015/16 Season.  No 2nd.  Motioned died.  Watertown will play at Girls Varsity.

Dan would like to revisit our state tournament locations/rotations at the next State meeting in the Fall, 2015.  

Gary motioned to have the Girls U12 State Tournament at the same location, date & time as of the Girls Varsity which is at Mitchell.  Janie Haack 2nd the motion.  Motion carried.

Bryan Kouri, Sioux Falls is requesting for their PW C East & West Team to play up to PW B for the 2015/16 Season just like last season that would mean they would have both PWA & PWB teams for both East & West.  
Dave Withrow motioned to allow Sioux Falls to play PW A & B for both East & West.  Janie Haack 2nd the motion.  Motion carried.
PLAYDOWN REQUESTS FOR BOYS 2015/16 SEASON:

From Sioux Center:
SCHA has had minimal numbers at the high school age for hockey.  This year is not an exception, although we will hopefully have a few more bodies.  We should have 14-16 skaters and 1 goalie at the high school age this year.  With the possibility of bringing up 1-2 bantam aged kids who are high school age to help fill out this team.  With this in mind, we have a team of 14 skaters, who range in age from 15-18 years of age.  This makes for a wide range of development and skill.  A number of these kids do not have the potential to play varsity because of skill, size, and maturity.  Looking at our Boys JV team from last year, we have a similar make up of players.  We lost 2 seniors but the majoity of our team is very young.  Last season I believe our Boys JV team felt competitive and were happy with their season finish, but certainly not competitive at a varsity level.  Because of this, we are asking to play Boys JV at the high school age.

Janie discussed on why Sioux Center would like to play down due to numbers & size are not able to compete at the Varsity level.  Future of Sioux Center looking at having the numbers in the next two or three years.  They will have five-97, three-98, 99, 2000 in there.  Dave Withrow spoke on why Yankton decided to go with both JV & Varsity.  They will not be able to compete at the Varsity level, but they need to make the move to make them become better.  They did not do well, but felt that the boys became better skaters & someday will be able to compete but for now they will take their lumps.  Kids still have fun winning or losing.  Yankton is planning on playing Bantam A also.
Mike Hunter motioned for Sioux Center Boys to play at the Varsity level.  Sam Becher 2nd the motion.  Roll call:  Brookings, Huron, Mitchell, Oahe & Yankton(5-yes) & Sioux Center, Sioux Falls, Gary DeYoung & Rhonda Schenkel(4-no).  Aberdeen, Rushmore & Watertown not present .  Motion approved for Sioux Center Boys to play Varsity.

From Sioux Center:
For Bantams this year, we will probably have some larger numbers, however, much of the increase comes with Pee Wee’s moving up to Bantam.  We will have 10 boys return as 2nd yr bantams, but like I said earlier could explore moving 1-2 of these kids up as they will be in high school this year, and would like them to be able to play more than 2 years of high school hockey.  We also may have too many kids at bantam (but not enough for 2 teams), so moving kids up seems like the correct solution (as long as we feel they are ready to play JV).  The first year bantams include 7 players who were are combination of players from our  PWB  & PWC teams last year.  Again, like our other teams, we will have a wide range of skill and development.  Our bantam team did fairly well last year, but we certainly did not dominate the league.  We feel that the correct placement for the kids at the bantam age is in the Bantam ‘B’ league again this year.

Discussion with Janie on where their numbers are coming from & the total will be 17 skaters.  They will have 8 returning Bantams who are 2nd year Bantams.  Getting them ready to be at the higher level for Varsity this level would be the best step for them per Dan, Sam & Dave.  
Mike Hunter motioned for Sioux Center to play at the Bantam A level.  Sam Becher 2nd the motion.  Only one opposed.  Motion carried.  Sioux Center will play at the Bantam A level for 2015/16 level.

From Sioux Center:
We would propose that our Pee Wee teams remain in the B and C brackets like last year. 

Maxine reported the number of team’s for the PWs are falling into the 21 to 24 teams so Sioux Center would fall into B & C level.  Otherwise if less than 21 teams they would be looking at an A & B, but it doesn’t look like we will have to worry about it for now.  Will discuss this at a later date if the teams fall lower than 21.  Janie from Sioux Center is ok with this for now.  

Additional Items:
Dan is working with Doug Sorensen, State Referee in Chief to find Doug’s replacement.  There is an e-mail out to all Level 3 officials in the state to respond by August 1st if they are interested in the position or know of someone who is.  The steps to will begin with a conference call with the candidate for interview process & then Doug & Dan will make it a joint decision.  For the referee clinics that are coming up, Doug is going to utilize the people across the state who are trained to hold these clinics & in the process train the new Chief.

Annette Stensgaard, State Registrar had a baby boy & there are some health concerns so Dan will be reaching out to her to see what she will be able to do & if we need to make some adjustments.

As discussed at the Spring State Meeting, Dan would like to form a committee of 5 to 6 members including himself in this to look at the format of the State Varsity tournament especially when we have more than 8 teams to see if there is another format to use than our normal bracket.   Would work together over the months of August & September & bring some type of recommendation to the fall state meeting to be held October 3rd.  Dan asked if anyone on this call would be willing to be on this committee with him or do they know of someone who is within their associations that would be great, if so have them contact him.  Mike Hunter volunteered to be part of this committee.  

Dan informed the board that Steve Jorgenson, Grow the Game State Representative has resigned.  Dan is asking for a replacement to work with the locals & Grow the Game District Representative, Dave Tronnes.  Some of the job duties would be making sure that the locals & state are getting registered for the Try Hockey for Free & other events that USA Hockey offers, sharing ideas from other states who have been successful in Growing the Game.  

Gary is preparing the budget for the next year & if anyone has any ideas on spending money please contact him before the tentative date of October 3rd meeting.

Meeting adjourned.

Minutes prepared by Rhonda Schenkel, SDAHA Secretary.


   
