Paul Louis Tapia
1710 Alamo Av
Alamogordo, New Mexico 88310

. PERSONAL DATA
Date of Birth: June 21, 1931
#Martial Status: Married Lois Woodward in 1958
Children: . None

- ACADEMIC EXPERTENCE

New Mexico School for the Visually Handicapped
Alamogordo, New Mexico
Graduated in 1952

University of New Mexico

Albuguergue, New Mexico

Received B.A Degree in 1957

Major: Physical Education and Recreation
Minor: Biology and Science
University of Northern Colorado
Greely, Colorado

Received M.A. Degree in 1973

Major: Special Education (Vision)

PROFESSIONAIL EXPERIENCE

1951 to 1953 : o
Boy Scouts of America Philmont Scout Ranch

Member of scouting staff

1955 to 1957
State of New Mexico, bivision of Services for the blind

Vending Machines and Management

- 1957 to 1987

New Mexico School for the Vlstrally Handicapped
Wrestllng Coach and Member of the Teaching Staff :
During the thirty vears at NMSVH the opportunlty to teach children
from kindergarden through twelth grade in many subjects also held
the positions of Orientation and Kob:.llty Instructor and Dean of
Students which required the supervision of thﬁ; res:td ;?xzal dorms.
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OTHER EXPERIENCES
- Summer months of 1964

Little Rock arkansas Enterprises of the Blind
Taught Orientation and Mobility

Summer months of 1966 and 1967
New Mexico Services for the blind
Taught Orientation and Mobility to blind adults

Served as Scout Master for 25 years

HONORS AND/OR AWARDS RECEIVED

1993
1987
1987

1976

1953

1951

Inducted into "The New Mexico School for the Handicapped

- Athletic Hall of Fame®™

Received NMSVH Alumni Association "Teacher of the Year™
Inducted into the " Amateur Athletic Union Hall of Fame®

"Handicapped Person of the Year™ for the State of New
Mexico from the Governor's committee on Employment of the
Handicapped in New Mexico : '

Received the Silver Award Rank in the Boy Scouts of
America

Received the Eagle Scout Rank in the Boy Scouts of
America : ’




Paul Tapia

The following events in the Life of Paul Tapia were events that influence his life, in character,
.physically and emotionally.

Paul Tapia was born in central New Mexico in Tapia, New Mexico. As Paul Tapia rode horse
back and caring for the families cattle, he ventured unknowingly into an area in central New
Mexico, which at that time was being employed by the army to test infantry weapons. As he
approached a hollowed out area near a grove of scrub cedars a curiously shaped aluminum
colored object attracted his attention. Paul walked over to examine it and discovered that as he
shook it, a metallic object within the object he had picked up, slipped in and out and an
explosion took place.

"When he gained conciseness which must have been a few minutes after the explosion, he felt
a burning hot particles shielding to the ground as he stood up he stood up tearing the rest of his
clothes off and started to run but discovered the he could scarily distinguish the scrub directly
in front of him. The explosion had impacted his vision. There was something within him in the
time of dire emergency which enabled him to respond appropriately.

He knew nothing at the age of 12 about sound utility for mobility and orientation, yet he heard
the sound of an electric generator nearhy and proceeded in that direction, after traveling
through a maze of bar bed-wire fence he reached a service station. The attendant was
speechless after seeing his naked chained body, but Paul calmly asked him to take him to his
home.

After taking Paul to Santa Fe he went to a series of operations, for skin drafts over his left arm.
The burns left deep scars on his chest and legs but miraculously no scars on his face. His left eye
was with little vision and his right eye burned with complete vision loss.

After this my parents enrolled him at New Mexico school for the Blind. After school he
immediately became very active in athletics both in track and wrestling. In Paul’s freshman year
he wrestled the 103 pound weight class, from his sophomore to senior year he was undefeated
won 65 matches. While at UNM his freshman year he found they had no wrestling team, he
continued to train with limited competition for practice he went on and took third at Sky line
conference, at this time UNM awarded him a wrestling letter, and now he was captain of the
wrestling team, he would challenge any wrestler to step on the mat with him, he went on to be
undefeated his sophomore to senior year. B

in his final days at the university, Paul stayed in all and was an assistant wrestling coach at AHS,

after his internship Paul was offered a job by Dr Neil Quirby superintendent of New Mexico
schools, Paul was offered a physical education and wrestling coach.



During the next 10 years the wrestling team went 7 years undefeated. Paul believed as his
mentor Dr. Quinby that wrestling started at a young age. Paul would coach from first grade to
twelfth grade, his belief that this one sport that the blind could compete with a sighted person.

In 1961 Paul was doing routine drills in preparation for a tournament when he was
accidently hit in his good eye, within two years he was completely blind.

In the next 3 years he continued to coach making them three of his strongest years.

Tragedy struck Paul when the new superintendent and the new school board believed a
blind coach could not be a head coach. Paul’s first reaction was to quit completely, but he
decided to take a few years off, during this time his wrestlers started to transferor public
schools. Paul saw the impact and returned to coach the youth, he would travel with the
students and if it was an open tournament he would compete.
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Tapia heads outstanding
NMSVH wrestling program
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