
Team Alaska Wrestling

I began wrestling in Kodiak, Alaska when I was eight years old. When I first started 

competing, I was a below average wrestler losing more matches than I won. After many years of 

not winning matches my parents and I decided to start doing summer wrestling so I could catch 

up with my competition. The summer going into my 6th grade year I went to my first Team 

Alaska summer camp, and because of that as a 6th grader I placed at the middle school state 

championship. From there on I went from being a below average wrestler to one of the toughest 

wrestlers in the state. Every summer I would attend Team Alaska wrestling camp to prepare for 

either the Western Regional Tournament or Fargo Nationals. Because of the summer wrestling 

that Team Alaska provided, I won two middle school state titles, two high school state 

championships, and became a High School All-American. After high school I attended Southern 

Oregon University, where I was a two time All-American with a runner-up finish and a National 

Championship. Currently I am the Head Assistant wrestling coach at SOU. I truly believe that if 

I never went to the Team Alaska wrestling camps I would have not had nearly the success that I 

did in my wrestling career.

-Jimmy Eggemeyer



Team Alaska Mentality

To Whom This May Concern, 

My name is Michaela Hutchison currently coaching at McKendree University as Assistant Women’s Wrestling 
Coach, cupcake shop worker, and a number two of Team USA at my weight. I have represented our great state nationally 
and our Nation Internationally.  I grew up in the small town of Soldotna and started attending the Team Alaska “Champ 
Camps” as they were called at the age of nine. Each summer these 2-3 long week camps taught me something new 
depending on the point in life I was in. One taught me that teamwork and collaboration makes the dreams really work, 
another that no matter how tired you might be, you will have to get out of bed in the morning to make goals happen. I 
have learned dedication from the three sessions a day, hardheadedness from the endless sprints, stubbornness from the 
countless burpees, and endless emotional memories from those camps that sculpted me who I am today. 

Of course at the time, everyone dreads heading to camp. If somebody said they are excited about it, they 
were or are lying…or it was their first time. No matter how much I prepared for these camps, I was always pushed 
further mentally and physically than I thought I could go. At the time I hated it, before each session I would dread it, but 
as I’m growing older and more “mature”, I couldn’t have asked for a better place to start my life and career than that in 
the great state of Alaska. With the best Coaches in the nation in my corner to push me to be the best wrestler and person 
I can be, there was nothing that could make me quit.  I will never forget those moments where I could have gave up and 
didn’t, where I was pushed to my limits and the expectations were the same for the boys and me.  These camps taught 
me the importance of going after something and carrying through for whatever I believe in on or off the mat. 

After I did a couple of those camps, the fire caught, and I wanted to be the best at every aspect of my life. 
Not that I am, I still strive to be, but the hunger is there, ready for the unexpected and ready to adapt to the situation. I
am writing this from Sweden where I will compete for Team USA in the Kleppin Open this weekend and Next week I will 
be in Texas Representing the 53kg weight class at the Pan American Championships in Frisco, TX. My wrestling and 
technique was much more developed than that of other kids my age around our state and nation, just because of these 
summer camps. These camps helped me win a high school state title, multiple national titles, and to expect the best from 
others and to be a dreamer for my athletes like my coaches were for me; expecting more from them when they want to 
quit. I believe that without these summer camps, I would not be the wrestler, worker, coach or human being without the 
countless hours and minutes put in by the coaches and staff from the Team Alaska Champ Camp. I’m honored and proud 
to have gone through these camps and they will always have found memories with accomplishment and unbelief that I 
lived through them. Now I can do anything, on and off the mat, which I owe to a family that believed that all along and 
loyally took me to and from these summer camps. I’m blessed beyond belief and all my Glory will continuously go to 
God. 

Thank you for an open ear in my rambling life message. 
Proud Alaskan,
Michaela Rose Hutchison

Michaela Hutchison
- First Girls High School state champ(w/ Boys)

4x member of Team Alaska 
- 2005 Asics National  Runner-up (Fargo, ND 
- 2006 Asics National Junior Champ(Fargo,, ND)
- 4 x Collegiate National Finalist
- 3x time Collegiate National Champ
- 2008 Sparta Cup Champion
- 9th 2008 Junior Worlds 
- 5th 2009 U.S. Senior Women’s Championships
- 4th 2010 Sunkist Open 
- 2012 & 2016 Olympic Trials Qualifier 



Team Alaska Wrestling 

Many of my summers were spent training with Team Alaska. At these 
camps your peers push you to your limits. When you have reached your 
breaking point, the coaches make you work a little longer and a little 
harder, increasing your mental and physical toughness. After going 
through such a camp, I knew that when I stepped on the mat no one had 
trained harder than me. It was impossible. I was confident in my training 
and my coaches. I knew I might not be the best wrestler there, but I was 
definitely the most prepared. Only with true confidence in your 
preparation can you truly believe that you are able to beat multi-national 
champions.
This training and mental toughness gave me the skills and success that 
provided me the opportunity to compete in a Division 1 program at Boise 
State University. No practice was too tough, no class was too hard, no 
opponent unbeatable. I continually remember and appreciate the 
toughness of Team Alaska camps. I was yelled at, pushed, thrown, 
slammed, broken down and built up stronger than what I was before, 
stronger than I could ever had dreamt of being. Team Alaska camps do 
not only prepare you for the competitions, defeats, and victories of this 
sport, but for the curveballs and hardships that life will undeniably be 
dealing you. 

Elijah Hutchison

Eli Hutchison 
- 3x Tanana Champion
- 4x undefeated Alaska High School State Wrestling Champion
- 197 High School career record holder( undefeated in HS)
- 302 Takedown in one season (Alaska record)
- Alaska Wrestling Hall of Fame Member
- Reno Multiple placer and Champion
- 4x Team Alaska member

- multiple Western Regions Champ
- Multiple Kids National Champion 
- Multiple Fargo Asics National All American Fargo Asics 
- Fargo Asics National Runner up Greco 
- Fargo Asics National Champ Greco
- Fila Juniors National Champ Greco

- Boise State University Alumni
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