
Victor C. Dunder Award 
for First Year High School Nordic Skiers 

Athlete’s Instructions 
 

The VCDA is provided by the Minnesota State High School Nordic Ski Coaches Association, Minnesota 
ski shops, and individual skiers for motivated first year skiers designed to help promising young skiers 
obtain needed equipment. 
 
MSHSL bylaws state that a high school athlete may not receive awards or gifts worth more than $100.  All 
awarded equipment will presented to the award recipient’s school ski team, but is the athletes to use as long 
as they are a member of the school’s Nordic ski team.  Upon graduation the equipment will be retained by 
the team to benefit future high school skiers. 
 
Application Instructions for Athletes: 
 

1. Fully complete the information requested below.  Please type or neatly print all 
information. 

 
2. Complete a 1-2 page essay that may include (but is not limited to) the following; 

1. Include your name, grade, coach’s name, and school in the box provided 
2. Describe your first year of skiing 
3. What does the sport mean to you? 
4. Overall improvements, results, and participation 
5. Any special story/memories from the previous season 
6. Future plans for Nordic skiing (include summer training and next season) 
7. Other sports/activities/volunteer experiences that you are involved in 
8. A general description of your family’s financial condition including 

approximate income class, number of siblings, additional expenses (such 
as paying for college for a sibling), and any other mitigating factors 

 
3. Present the Coach’s Evaluation Form to your Nordic coach and request that they 

submit it before the deadline date.  
 
4.   Send completed form, essay, and coach’s statement (coach may send separately) 

to: den_bob@yahoo.com or  
 

Denny Green 
Coon Rapids HS 
2340 Northdale Blvd 
Coon Rapids, MN 55433 

 
 

Applications must be emailed or postmarked on or before March 31st 

mailto:den_bob@yahoo.com


Skier’s Information  
(Click on a dark box to begin typing) 
Skier’s Name (Last, First)   
 
School/Nordic team   
 
Coach’s Name  
 
Age   
 

Current Grade   
 

Gender   
 

Address  
 
City   
 

State   
 

Zip Code   
 

Phone number   
 
Email address    
 
Requested equipment (Skate package, classic package, skis, boots, or poles only, etc.) 
 
 
 
Approximate number of absences during the season: (check one) 
0     1-5     6-10     10-15     15 or more  
If applicable, give us an idea of why you had to miss practice: 
 
 
 
Other sports/clubs/activities you’re involved with throughout the year: 
 
 
Favorite memory of this past ski season: 
 
 
In generic terms, please list any financial factors your family is facing would like us to 
take into consideration (large number of siblings, single-parent household, siblings in 
college, etc.): 
 
 
Future skiing goals (for next season and beyond): 
 
 

 



 
Name        
School    Grade   
Coach     

Skier’s Essay:   
 
 



Victor C. Dunder Award 
for First Year High School Nordic Skiers 

Coach’s Instructions 
 
The VCDA is provided by the Minnesota State High School Nordic Ski Coaches Association, Minnesota 
ski shops, and individual skiers for motivated first year skiers designed to help promising young skiers 
obtain needed equipment. 
 
MSHSL bylaws state that a high school athlete may not receive awards or gifts worth more than $100.  All 
awarded equipment will presented to the award recipient’s school ski team, but is the athletes to use as long 
as they are a member of the school’s Nordic ski team.  Upon graduation the equipment will be retained by 
the team to benefit future high school skiers. 
 
Coaches are restricted to nominating a maximum of one skier, male or female from each school/team per 
year.  Exceptions may be made in case of extenuating circumstances. 
 
Application Instructions for Coaches: 
 

1. Fully complete the information requested on the following page.  Please type or 
neatly print all information. 

 
2. Complete a brief statement that may include (but is not limited to) the following; 

1. Reason for nominating athlete (over other team members) 
2. What separates them from other candidates 
3. Skier’s progression during their first year 
4. Overall attitude during practices and meets 
5. General knowledge of family’s financial need (which income bracket are 

the parents in, are they factors that are preventing parents/guardians from 
purchasing equipment, etc.) 

6. Any short anecdotes/ evidence of skier’s willingness to excel in the sport, 
support of the team as a whole, or other instances where they go above 
and beyond other athletes 

 
3. Present Athlete Instruction Forms to your candidate and remind them of the 

deadline date. 
 
4. Send completed form, essay, and coach’s statement (coach may send separately) 

to: den_bob@yahoo.com or  
 

Denny Green 
Coon Rapids HS 
2340 Northdale Blvd 
Coon Rapids, MN 55433 

 
 

mailto:den_bob@yahoo.com


Applications must be emailed or postmarked on or before March 31st 
 
 
 
Coach’s Information  
(Click on a dark box to begin typing) 
Coach’s Name (Last, First)   
 
School/Nordic team   
 
Athlete’s Name  
 
Are you a member of the MSHSNSCA?  Yes No  **Head coaches must be a member of 
the MSHSNSCA for their skier to be eligible for the VCD Award 
Address  
 
City   
 

State   
 

Zip Code   
 

Phone number   
 
Email address    
 
Equipment that would most benefit the skier   
 
 
Approximate number of absences during the season: (check one) 
 0     1-5     6-10     11-15     16 or more 
If applicable, did the skier generally have a good reason to miss practices?:  
 Yes  No 
Comments:  
 
What level of competitive potential do you believe this skier may achieve while in high 
school: 
 All-State Skier      State Meet Participant     Section Top 20     Other 
Do you think skiing will become a life-long sport for this athlete? Yes     No 
Comments:  
 
Skier’s progression throughout the year (technique(s) learned, best performances, etc.): 
 
 
Where would you rank this skier’s need of support?: 
 Family can provide equipment, but skier is worthy of this award in other categories 
 Family could use help, but will most likely be able to provide equipment if needed 
 Family will not be able to provide new equipment, but skier currently has skis to use 
 Family will not be able to provide support, without help skier cannot participate 



 Other 
Comments: 
 
 



 
Coach       
Athlete    
School      

Coach’s Statement: 
 
  


	Applications must be emailed or postmarked on or before March 31st

