SDAHA Fall Meeting

Saturday, October 3, 2015
Best Western Ramkota Hotel

1400 8th Avenue NW

Aberdeen, SD  57401

· Sign In 8:30 am
· Call to order 9:00 am

· Welcome – introductions

· Confirmation of voting delegates and determination of Quorum

· Adoption of agenda

· Approval of Spring Meeting Minutes  
· Conference Call  7/23/15
· Conference Call 8/20/15
· Electronic Vote 9/17/15
· Financial Report – Gary DeYoung, Treasurer

· Acceptance of Treasurer’s Report 

· Acceptance of 2015-16 Proposed Budget 
· Registrars Report – Annette Stensgaard, Registrar (Not Present)
· Risk Managers Report – Dawn Magee
· Officials Report – Doug Sorenson, RIC

· Officials Scheduling – Jodi Sterrett, Scheduler 
· Coaching Report – Steve Salwei, CIC
· Player Development/Girls Development – Rob Kittay , Paul Bachand 
· National Teams – Scott Riddle

· Coaches Committee – Rob Kittay 
· Discipline Report – Tony Lief, VP/Discipline Director 
· Scheduling Report – Maxine Tronnes
· Discussion requested about limiting tournaments prior to scheduling in certain instances.
· Senior Showcase –Sam Becher, Brookings President

· Local Association Reports (Aberdeen, Brandon Valley, Brookings, Huron, Mitchell, NHAHA, Oahe, Rushmore, Sioux Center, Sioux Falls, Watertown, Yankton)
· SDAHA Presidents Report – Dan French
· Pro Hockey Celebrity Hunt – Dave Tronnes
· Old Business 

1. SDAHA administrative rules Section 9 of the Zero Tolerance (Dan French)

2. USA High School National tournament in VA (Dan French)

3. Changing methods for a league tiebreaker (Sam Becher, Brookings)

4. Process for establishing tournament structure (Various/Dan French)
5. Eliminate 3 penalty rule for GV and Youth Varsity (Dan French)

6. Reviewing method of Peewee division splits to maintain more equal divisions

· Proposal #7 tabled from Spring Meeting (Sam Becher, Brookings)
· New Business 

1. Discussion item:  Hotel Discount Opportunity (Nathan Sanderson, Oahe)  Tabled at Nathan’s request
2. Affiliate Agreements (Dan French)

· Date of Spring Meeting in Huron
· Nominating Committee: Elections for Vice President/Treasurer

· Adjournment

Planned Handouts:

Minutes SDAHA Spring Meeting 4/18/15
Minutes Conference Call Meeting 7/23/15, 8/20/15

Electronic voting September 2015

Treasurers Report (5 pages)

SDAHA Finances


SDAHA Finances – Proposed 2015-16 Budget

Supply of Score Sheets for each Association

Agenda, Proposals

USAH Hockey Books
On site:  

Copy of SDAHA By-Laws

Copy of SDAHA Playing Rules/Administrative Rules

Copy of SDAHA Tournament Rules
Old Business #1.  

The SDAHA administrative rules Section 9 of the Zero Tolerance regarding Spectators needs to be addressed by the local associations.  Dan has some ideas & will bring them to the Fall meeting.  
Old Business #2
Next year’s tournament is in Restin, VA on March 17 – 21, 2016.  Dan would like to know by fall if there will be a team going to VA since that is a far trip.  Pure Division all players have to be all from the same High School.  

Old Business #3
Changing methods for a league tiebreaker.  Specifically, using goals allowed rather than goal differential.  Kevin Miley & Sam Becher, Brookings.  Kevin spoke about how the Bantam teams from Rushmore & Brookings where seeded to use them as an example.  According to USA Hockey if goal differential it’s capped at 6.  Would like to see a proposal at the fall meeting to change the way SDAHA has their seeding.  Sports NGIN ranks the teams by goal differential so if we change this someone would have to manually account for this.  If you change this you wouldn’t see teams running up scores against teams to win a tie breaker.  
Old Business #4
Should we continue using play in games?  Have pool play?  Regional play?  Everyone should have a chance for State Tournament ?  Will this affect the referees?  Table proposal 1,2 & 3 until the Fall meeting.  Nathan Sanderson moves that we form a committee of 5 individuals to be selected by Dan French, SDAHA President to be determined a process for establishing tournament structure based on allowing all teams at any given level to participate.

Proposals are below

PROPOSALS #1, #2 and #3 from Spring Meeting
State Tournament Format:  
Proposal #1:  Sam Becher, Brookings Association

Limit the number of teams that go to the state tournament - Eliminate the play in games or create a tournament with first round games being played at the top seeds home. 

Proposal #2:  Dan French, President SDAHA

Elimination of the Youth Varsity Play In games for State Tournament. Simply, the top 8 teams earn their way into the tournament based on play through the regular season.

Proposal #3:  Dan French, President SDAHA

Only the top 8 teams participate in the JV state tournament.

Also requested discussion on these items:  

State tourney play in games. (Mike Hunter, Huron Association)

JV state tourney with more than 8 teams.   (Mike Hunter, Huron Association)
Old Business #5
Eliminate 3 penalty rule for GV and Youth Varsity:   This ruling is only for the GV & Youth Varsity ONLY.  Leave in place for GJV, BJV, Bantam & PW.   Discussion was “why leave out the other league teams reasoning  right now if they get 3 penalties they are just disqualified from that game.”  The officials visited with the Varsity coaches to make sure that the coaches understand what they are asking because if this rule changes the player could be looking at more game misconducts instead of being disqualified for the game they were currently playing.  At the coaches meeting they did discuss this with the coaches as for example:  they get a trip (minor), then a charge (2&10) & head contact (2&10) they are going to be getting a 2 game misconducts out of this since the 2nd misconduct becomes a 5th penalty or game.  Dan informed us all that the coaches understand that.  Reasoning for not having the other leagues change to this is development.  Need to stay away from those types of penalties.

NEW BUSINESS
Item #1 – Discussion – Tabled per Nathan Sanderson’s request

Hotel Discount Opportunity (Nathan Sanderson, Oahe Hockey Association President)

 I'd like to discuss if there is any desire to attempt to reach an agreement with a hotel chain (no specific one identified at this time) for reduced room rates for tournaments and overnight travel. 

Item #2 – Affiliate Agreement updates

Dan French, SDAHA President

We need to review and update all our affiliate agreements.  All Associations should have a signed affiliate agreement on file with SDAHA.

Item #3 – Discussion/Action

Peewee Divisions (Dan French, SDAHA President)

Look at how we maintain more equal divisions, avoid the petitions, and help create a more equitable schedule for all teams.  Divisions plan was created to help split teams into groups that were more equal in size, but we are still having the problems of overly large groups, and groups that are too small.

TABLED FROM SPRING MEETING:  Team Splits:  Sam Becher discussion to require the first team from an association at a specific level play in the A classification.  Then teams 2 – 3 play at the B Classification and are split equally.  If an association has 4 teams then they would have two A and two B.  Discussion on how would you manage these teams to make sure the splits are equally?  Discussed this season with the PW level system, not perfect, but this system seemed to work well having the PW split into 3 levels; a, b & c by association membership since there were over 20 teams in this league.  Gary would like to table this and use the current system at PW for a 2nd year to have  more time to evaluate this system.  Gary motioned to table this discussion since this proposal was really not a motion.
PROPOSAL #7 
Team Splits:  Sam Becher, Brookings Association

Discussion/reason for proposal:  Discussion around the play down requests and can we curtail it and strengthen the ability throughout the state. 

a) This discussion came up in some disciplinary reviews where teams were playing up so are we concerned that it contributes to how games are played with the # of penalties and match penalties? 

b) Are we setting the state up to successfully develop players into A caliber ability?  Allowing play downs at early levels with just foster lower skill and the requests will come the following years each time that same group of players moves up levels (peewee to bantam then bantam to varsity/jv). 

c) This discussion can tie into the next item.

Require the first team from an association at a specific level play in the A classification.  Then teams 2 - 3 play at the B classification and are split equally.  If an association has 4 teams then they would have two A and Two B. 

a) This helps associations and the leagues with the issues that come from having two A teams and 1 B.  And the question of how do you split those two A teams. 

b) This also helps truly develop our players in the state.  This is similar to how other states run leagues.

