
Team USa Game NoTeS

USA (0-0-0-0) vs. Finland (0-0-0-0)
April 12, 2012 • 8 p.m. (local time) • Preliminary Game 1

Team USA Schedule
Monday, April 9 -- Znojmo, Czech Republic
USA vs. Sweden (exhibition) L, 2-3

Thursday, April 12 -- Brno, Czech Republic
Finland vs. USA 8 p.m.

Saturday, April 14 -- Breclav, Czech Republic
USA vs. Czech Republic 1 p.m.

Sunday, April 15 -- Brno, Czech Republic
Denmark vs. USA 6 p.m.

Tuesday, April 17 -- Brno, Czech Republic
USA vs. Canada 8 p.m.

Thursday, April 19 -- Breclav, Czech Republic
Quarterfinal Round TBD

Friday, April 20 -- Brno, Czech Republic
Semifinal Round TBD

Sunday, April 22 -- Brno, Czech Republic
Bronze-Medal Game 12 p.m.
Gold-Medal Game 4 p.m.

Contact:
Jake Wesolek

Manager of Communications

U.S. Men’s National U18 Team

jakew@usahockey.org

2012 IIHF World Under-18 Championship • Breclav, Brno and Znojmo, Czech Republic

TOURNAMENT TIDBITS -- The media guide for the 2012
U.S. Men’s National Under-18 Team can be downloaded
on USAHockey.com ... USAHockey.com will also post
game recaps, feature stories, notes and photos from the
tournament ... Follow USAHockeyScores on Twitter for live
scoring updates during the tournament. Scores will be 
designated with #U18MWC ... All Team USA games will be
streamed live online at  FASTHockey.com ... For additional
coverage, visit USA Hockey's National Team Development
Program Facebook page. There you will find photos from
the tournament, polls, scoring updates and pre and post
game video interviews ... The U.S. National Under-18
Teams trains with The Hockey IntelliGym, a revolutionary
software program that trains hockey sense. To learn more,
visit USAHockeyIntelliGym.com.

TONIGHT’S CONTEST -- The U.S. Men’s National Under-18 Team will open
up the 2012 International Ice Hockey Federation Men’s World Under-18
Championship against Finland tonight. Puck drop is scheduled for 8 p.m.
local time / 2 p.m. EDT at Kajot Arena in Brno, Czech Republic.

MATCH-UP HISTORY -- Team USA will meet Finland for the 10th time in
tournament history tonight. The U.S. holds a 7-3-0 (W-L-OTL) advantage
over Finland in the all-time series, winning seven straight after dropping three
in a row to the Finns from 1999-2001. In the most recent meeting between
the two clubs, back on April 21, 2010, Team USA shutout Finland 5-0 in the
semifinals at the 2010 IIHF World Men’s Under-18 Championship.

2010 5-0 W
2009 4-3 W
2008 4-3 W
2006 3-1 W
2005 3-0 W
2003 2-0 W
2002 4-2 W
2001 3-4 L
2000 2-3 L
1999 0-5 L

BACK FOR MORE -- Highlighting the roster are three returnees from last
year's team, including forward Nicolas Kerdiles (Irvine, Calif.) and defense-
men Seth Jones (Plano, Texas) and Jacob Trouba (Rochester, Mich.).

COLE LEADS SQUAD -- The U.S. Men’s National Under-18 Team will be
led by Danton Cole, who is serving as head coach at his first IIHF Men’s
World Under-18 Championship. He is one of two full-time head coaches at
USA Hockey’s National Team Development Program in Ann Arbor, Mich.
Cole is currently in his second season as head coach at the NTDP ... John
Gruden, Mike Ayers and Tyler Eaves, all coaches with USA Hockey's
NTDP, will serve as assistant coaches for Team USA.

QUEST FOR UNPRECEDENTED FOURTH STRAIGHT GOLD -- The U.S.
enters the tournament having captured a record eight consecutive medals,
including back-to-back gold medals in 2005-06, three straight gold medals
from 2009-11, two silver medals (2004, 2007) and one bronze medal (2008).
Team USA’s six gold medals are the most of any country in IIHF Men's World
Under-18 Championship history (event began in 1999). Team USA earned its
first gold medal in 2002.

GROUPINGS -- The U.S. will be competing in Group A against Canada, the
Czech Republic, Denmark and Finland. Group B consists of Germany,
Latvia, Russia, Sweden and Switzerland.

THE NTDP -- USA Hockey’s National Team Development Program was
founded in 1996 in order to better prepare American players for their future
hockey careers. Based in Ann Arbor, Mich., the NTDP consists of two
squads, the U.S. National Under-18 Team, which plays against U.S. college
opponents, domestic junior teams and in three international competitions,
and U.S. National Under-17 Team, which plays against domestic junior 
competition and participates in three international tournaments.  In the last 15
years, 198 players have been selected in the National Hockey League Entry
Draft, including 41 in the first round and three with the first overall selection
(Rick DiPietro, 2000; Erik Johnson, 2006; Patrick Kane, 2007). Twenty-one
players on the U.S. roster come from USA Hockey’s NTDP.

Team USA Medals at the 

World Under-18 Championship

Year Medal Head Coach
2011 Gold Ron Rolston
2010 Gold Kurt Kleinendorst
2009 Gold Ron Rolston
2008 Bronze John Hynes
2007 Silver Ron Rolston
2006 Gold John Hynes
2005 Gold Ron Rolston
2004 Silver John Hynes
2002 Gold Mike Eaves
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TEAM USA BY THE NUMBERS

Home State
Illinois  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Massachusetts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Michigan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Minnesota  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
California . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Colorado  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
New York . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Wisconsin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

College Commitments
Miami University (CCHA)  . . . . . . . . . . . 4
University of Michigan (CCHA)  . . . . . . . 4
Boston University (HEA)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
University of Denver (WCHA)  . . . . . . . . 2
Boston College (HEA) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Northeastern University (HEA)  . . . . . . . 1
Ohio State University (CCHA)  . . . . . . . .1
University of Minnesota (WCHA)  . . . . . 1
Univ. of Minnesota Duluth (WCHA)  . . . .1
University of Notre Dame (CCHA)  . . . . 1
University of Wisconsin (WCHA)  . . . . . 1

College Connection By League
CCHA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
HEA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
WCHA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Team USA Overall
Average Height ..................... 5’11”(181)
Average Weight ..................... 185 (84)
Shoots/Catches Left .............. 13
Shoots/Catches Right............ 9

Pronunciation Guide
Connor Carrick  . . . . . . . . . . . (CARE-ick)
J.T. Compher  . . . . . . . . . . . . (comp-FER)
Thomas Di Pauli . . . . . . . . (dih-PAUL-ee)
Matt Grzelcyk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . (grizz-lick)
Nicolas Kerdiles  . . . . . . . . (ker-DEE-liss)
Anthony Louis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . (LOO-iss)
Daniel O’Regan  . . . . . . . . (oh-REE-ginn)
Kyle Osterberg  . . . . . . . . . (AH-ster-berg)
Patrick Sieloff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (SEE-loff)
Brady Skjei  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (SHAY)
Jacob Trouba  . . . . . . . . . . . (TROO-buh)
Frankie Vatrano  . . . . . . (VUH-TRON-oh)

EXHIBITION RESULTS -- The 2012 U.S.
Men’s National Under-18 Team played in one
pre-tournament game versus Sweden on
Monday (April 9) in Znojmo, Czech Republic.
Despite outshooting Sweden, 32-17, Team
USA fell, 3-2, in a tightly contested battle.
Ryan Hartman (West Dundee, Ill.) notched a
goal and added an assist and Nicolas
Kerdiles (Irvine, Calif.) tallied once in the
loss. Collin Olson (Apple Valley, Minn.) and
Jared Rutledge (Chicago, Ill.) split time in
net, with Olson giving up two goals and
Rutledge surrendering the eventual game
winning score.

FINAL CENTRAL SCOUTING RANKINGS --
Fourteen draft-eligible players from the U.S.
Men’s National Under-18 Team have been 
listed on NHL Central Scouting’s final rankings.
Jacob Trouba (Rochester, Mich.) is tops
among current U.S. players at No. 9 among
North American skaters. The defenseman is
the highest rated skater in the United States
Hockey League. Additionally, Brady Skjei
(Lakeville, Minn./19th), Nicolas Kerdiles
(29th) and Patrick Sieloff (Ann Arbor,
Mich./31st) all ranked within the top 31. Among
North American goaltenders, Collin Olson
was ranked 21st. For a complete list of current
U.S. Men’s National Under-18 Team players
ranked by Central Scouting, see below.

Central Scouting Final Ranking
North American Skaters

Jacob Trouba (No. 9)
Brady Skjei (No. 19)
Nicolas Kerdiles (No. 29)
Patrick Sieloff (No. 31)
Daniel O’Regan (No. 76)
Quentin Shore (No. 80)
Thomas Di Pauli (No. 81)
Riley Barber (No. 86)
Frankie Vatrano (No. 88)
Connor Carrick (No. 124)
Cameron Darcy (No. 134)
Matthew Lane (No. 150)
Matt Grzelcyk (No. 177)

Central Scouting Final Ranking
North American Goaltenders

Collin Olson (No. 21)

ROSTER AGE BREAKDOWN -- The roster
includes 19 players born in 1994 and three
from the 1995 birth year. Forward J.T.
Compher (Northbrook, Ill.), born April 8,
1995, is Team USA’s youngest player, while
defenseman Matt Grzelcyk (Charlestown,
Mass.), born Jan. 5, 1994, is the oldest.

ALL IN THE FAMILY -- Forward Quentin
Shore (Denver, Colo.) will become the third
Shore to skate for Team USA in the IIHF
Men’s World Under-18 Championship.
Brothers Drew and Nick suited up for the U.S.
in 2009 and 2010 respectively. The three
Shore brothers all skated for the National
Team Development Program, the first time a
sibling trio has done so.

FATHER FIGURES -- Two players on the
U.S. National Under-18 Team have ties to
professional sports through their fathers.
Forward Riley Barber’s (Livonia, Mich.)
father, Don, played college hockey at Bowling
Green State University before spending parts
of six seasons in the NHL with Minnesota,
Quebec, Winnipeg and San Jose. Blueliner
Seth Jones (Plano, Texas) has ties to the
National Basketball Association, as his father,
“Popeye”, played 11 seasons with six differ-
ent teams and now serves as an assistant
coach with the New Jersey Nets.

TOURNEY ALUM IN FROZEN FOUR -- The
recently completed NCAA Men’s Frozen Four
featured an American flair, as 83 of the 108
players on the rosters of Boston College,
Ferris State University, University of
Minnesota and Union College have develop-
mental roots in the United States. Three
NCAA Men's Frozen Four participants have
competed at the IIHF Men’s World U18
Championship as members of the U.S. Men's
National Under-18 Team: Boston College’s
Bill Arnold (2010) and Tommy Cross (2007)
and the University of Minnesota’s Travis
Boyd (2011).

FOLLOW GAME LIVE ON FASTHOCKEY --
FASTHockey.com will provide live streaming
coverage of the U.S. National Under-18
Team at the 2012 IIHF Men's World Under-18
Championship. The first broadcast is tonight
(April 12) against Finland at 2 p.m. EDT.
Games are being offered on a pay-per-view
basis. For the third consecutive year, Chris
Peters will provide play-by-play commentary
for Team USA.

FUN FACTS AND FIGURES -- USA Hockey
recently announced the first 17 players that will
compete for the 2012 U.S. Men's National
Team at the International Ice Hockey
Federation World Men's Championship, May 
4-20, in Helsinki, Finland and Stockholm,
Sweden. Four of those players skated in the
IIHF Men's World U18 Championships for Team
USA: defensemen Justin Faulk (South St.
Paul, Minn./2010), Cam Fowler (Farmington
Hills, Mich./2009), and Jack Johnson
(Faribault, Minn./2004-05) and forward Nathan
Gerbe (Oxford, Mich./2004-05), 


