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The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, 
according to the word of the Lord that was spoke by Elijah. 

– 1 Kings 17:16
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At a time when Trinity Lutheran Church 
is on the threshold of pastoral leaderhship 
change, I have chosen to share with you 
a blog by Louisville Seminary President 
Michael Jinkins. Dr. Jinkins arrived at 
Louisville Seminary during the time I 
was serving there as adjunct faculty in 
the D. Min. Program. I have the highest 
respect for his insights into the contextual 
landscape of the changing 21st centry 
church in America. The blog at hand is 
entitled “The Ministerial Credibility Gap” 
and is here reprinted with permission.

The Ministerial Credibility Gap 
by Michael Jinkins | Nov 16, 2010 1

Prepare yourself for more bad news.

According to a survey conducted by 
Scientific American and reported in its 
October issue, “religious authorities” rank at 
the bottom of eight categories of persons 
the respondents would trust “to provide 
accurate information about important 
issues in society.” On a 1 (strongly distrust) 
to 5 (strongly trust) scale, clergy (at 1.55) 
ranked below “elected officials” (1.76), 
“companies” (1.78), “journalists” (2.57), and 
“citizen groups” (2.69).[i]

I want to reiterate this point, just so we 
don’t miss it. In this study, ministers rank 
below politicians in believability and 
trustworthiness.

At a time when a lot of us are wondering 
why many people find it more inspiring to 
have a second cup of coffee on a Sunday 
morning and a leisurely read through the 
Sunday paper, maybe we have one piece 
of the puzzle why folks are not beating 
a path to the doors of the church. Please 
note also that the question wasn’t who you 
trust to provide good “scientific” informa-
tion, as one might expect of the Scientific 
American—and by the way, scientists came 
out at the top of the reliability scale at 3.98, 
above “friends or family” (at 3.09), which 
tied with “nongovernmental organizations.”

Granted, the population polled by this 
study is scientifically-minded and may be 
more skeptical than the general popula-
tion. They may be more inclined to trust 

empirical evidence, and their lack of confi-
dence in clergy may just say that they don’t 
trust the reliability of the data on which 
ministers make decisions.

Nevertheless, this study still disturbs me 
and leaves me wondering about other 
possible reasons why those polled distrust 
ministers. The results of the survey may 
be influenced by the actions of pastors 
on the angry fringe (at least I hope it is 
the fringe), like the one in Florida who 
advocates the burning of the holy book 
of another religious tradition. The results 
may also be influenced by the actions of 
an outrageous congregation in Topeka, 
Kansas, that seems to hate everyone else 
in the name of God. Or the results may be 
influenced by the endless culture wars and 
worship wars and ideological wars that 
continue to rock mainline denominations. 
Or the results may simply be influenced by 
the anti-institutionalism that is so much a 
part of our society. I don’t know. But the 
results are disturbing to me, because faith 
and trustworthiness go hand-in-hand. And 
I would like to think, as a minister, that an 
engineer or a biologist or a physicist would 
be able to trust what I have to say.

I also want to believe that a well-educated 
clergy (i.e., ministers with the deep knowl-
edge and critical judgment that come from 
careful study of complex issues in light of 
many factors including their religious tradi-
tion) could provide some bulwark against 
this erosion of trust. But there are very 
smart and well-educated people who have 
proven untrustworthy.

A few days ago I invited a few members of 
our staff at Louisville Seminary to reflect 
with me on the results of this survey. They 
stated their surprise, especially since, as 
one staff member said, “Ministry is all about 
relationships, and that is the basis of trust.”

Could it be that she has the answer? Have 
we, in ministry, in our quest for all sorts 
of relevance and effectiveness, forgotten 
ministry’s core competency: relational 
trustworthiness?

A close friend, who serves as the senior 
pastor of a large congregation, confessed 
to me that in his first year or so after 
coming to his church, he was so busy, 
so pressed by the enormous challenges 
facing his church in the midst of the largest 
economic downturn in living memory, that 
he simply forgot to forge those relational 

bonds with his people that make every-
thing else possible. He forgot, as he said, 
“just to love on ‘em.” He told me this as a 
warning as I began my tenure as president 
of Louisville Seminary.

Reading the results of the Scientific 
American survey, his words came back to 
me, as do the results of a study the faculty 
of Austin Seminary conducted while I 
was their Dean. In that study, we found 
that one of the most important qualities 
lay persons wanted in their pastors was 
“humility.” They said it in lots of different 
ways. They wanted a pastor who listens 
more than he or she talks, a pastor whose 
leadership builds confidence among the 
people, a pastor who can take advice, who 
is not arrogant, who (often this was the 
word chosen) is “humble.”

I would venture to guess that there’s some-
thing about the entire empirical approach 
that tends to undergird the trustworthi-
ness of scientists. You might call it “humility 
in the face of empirical evidence.” The 
public probably assumes that scientists 
are just a little less likely to have an axe to 
grind or an agenda (hidden or otherwise) 
to pursue. Maybe there’s something we 
can learn from them. But the second most 
trustworthy group, “friends and family” 
are not empirical scientists, and I dare say 
there was a time that ministers were seen 
at least as trustworthy as this group. Our 
trust in “friends and family” is not built on 
professional standards, but bonds of affec-
tion, mutuality, reciprocity, and love.

Clearly, those of us who are in ministry 
have some fences to mend. Or, to reach 
back to the jargon of the sixties when the 
phrase was first coined, we have a “cred-
ibility gap” that needs to be bridged. The 
only way to gain trust is to earn it.

[i] “In Science We Trust” Scientific American, 
October 2010, Volume 303, Number 4, 
p. 56.

From the totality of my 40 years in the 
ordained ministry in service as pastor 
to a vast variety of congregations and 
their pastors, I speak for myself and 
my pastoral colleagues in affirming 
Dr. Jinkin’s compelling challenge to us 
all.... for the sake of the Gospel of him 
who did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped but rather humbled 
himself and became obedient unto death, 
even death on the cross.

With sincere  gratitude for the privi-
lege of serving the Master here, I am 
Paul N. Svingen, Interim Lead Pastor.

Pastor Paul
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Dear Trinity Family,

These wonderful words of Ecclesiastes 
that were immortalized in the timeless 
song, Turn, Turn, Turn by the Byrds are 
perfect for times of transition. Change 
is often difficult, but as these words 
remind us, everything is in motion—and 
no matter what, we can trust that our 
Lord and Savior is with us, guiding us 
along the way. This has been one of my 
greatest learnings in the two interim 
periods I’ve served in my first two years 
of pastoral service.

The season is again shifting for me, dear 
friends, as is often the case when one 
serves as an Interim Pastor.

I have been offered a call at Redeemer 
Lutheran Church in White Bear Lake, 
and after careful prayer and discernment 
I have come to understand that this is 
where the Holy Spirit is calling me. My 
last day with you all will be October 16, 
2016.

It was a difficult decision to say 
goodbye to Trinity in order to take 
this new call, but the Holy Spirit has 
spoken in a voice like rushing wind, and 
I cannot deny that feeling.

I have been honored to spend the last 
year learning and growing with this fine 
congregation. You have shared your 
lives with me, invited my family into 
your hearts, and taught me so many 
things. I am so grateful for the kindness 
and love from you all and the ministry 
we have accomplished together, and I 
appreciate your willingness to invite me 
on this journey.

I am working with Pastor Paul and 
the congregational council about my 
departure and understand that they 
are working with the Saint Paul Area 
Synod about pastoral staffing as Trinity 
prepares to call a new lead pastor.

I am confident that the Holy Spirit has 
good things in store for this church—I 
see the call committee and know that 
they are working prayerfully and duti-
fully to ensure that Trinity’s future lead-
ership can guide you all in the mission 
God has called you into. Don’t forget 
to pray for them, and for this process—
God will hear your prayers, and be with 
you as you anxiously await the new 
leadership. My prayers will continue to 
be with you in this transition—though I 
know you will do brilliantly!

Remember—you are beloved, God is 
with you, and with God the future is 
bright!

Peace,

Stefanie 
Stefanie Fauth 
Interim Pastoral Associate

To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven.
– Ecclesiastes 3:1 

Dear Trinity community,

In just over one year, Pastor 
Stefanie has become much 
beloved by the Trinity commu-
nity. She has brought a wonderful 
spirit and enthusiasm to our 
pulpit, to our ministry, and to 
our lives. When Stefanie joined us 
as interim pastoral associate last 
September, we were uncertain of 
how long she would be at Trinity. 
However, since Stefanie had not 
yet been ordained, we understood 
that she would be available for 
call to a full pastoral role. We 
have been very grateful to have 
Pastor Stefanie with us during 
this time, with her faith, talents, 
energy, and enthusiasm, as we 
prepare to call a new lead pastor. 
We will be sad to see her go, even 
as we celebrate with her God’s 
call to be in a new place.

We do not yet know just how 
God will be calling us as a 
community of faith as we prepare 
to call a new lead pastor in the 
near future. But we are asked 
to trust that God is calling both 
Pastor Stefanie and our congre-
gation in the fulfillment of our 
ministry and mission. We are 
working with the Saint Paul 
Area Synod office to address 
our pastoral staffing needs as we 
anticipate calling our new lead 
pastor. While change is inevitable, 
we know that all of us are looking 
forward to the arrival of our new 
lead pastor and being able to 
focus more directly on moving 
forward with our ministry and 
mission.

Please hold Trinity and Pastor 
Stefanie in your prayers and join 
in thanking Pastor Stefanie for 
being such an important part of 
our community over the past 
year, and in offering our blessings 
to her as she answers God’s call. 
We will celebrate Pastor Stefanie’s 
time with us following both 
services on Sunday, October 16. 
We hope you can join us.

Peace,

Gail 
Gail M. Olson, President 
Congregational Council
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Every week we hear of more shootings, 
violence, killings, protests, hate crimes... 
We wonder, “What and who is next?” It 
is true that wherever people go, conflict 
follows, but it seems in the past months, 
fear and anger are pushing people 
further and further apart. We shake 
our heads in sadness and distress and 
feel helpless in the midst of it all. The 

issues are so complex, so big, so deeply-
rooted, we doubt we can offer anything 
significant towards changing the current 
state of affairs. That must have been 
how the poor widow felt when Elijah 
hungrily approached her for some bread 
to eat. “As the LORD your God lives, 
I have nothing baked, only a handful 
of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I 
am now gathering a couple of sticks, so 
that I may go home and prepare it for 
myself and my son, that we may eat it, 
and die.” Nevertheless, the widow gave 
Elijah what little food she had. It wasn’t 
much, but she offered it anyway, and it 
was enough to satisfy Elijah. The Lord, in 
turn, provided more than enough for the 
widow and her son. (1 Kings 17:8-16)

Like the widow, we can choose to give 
what we do have, even if it seems like it 
won’t make a difference. As a response to 
the brokenness and suffering so prevalent 
around us, faith communities and human 
service organizations of the St. Croix 
Valley Ministerial Association are joining 
together to host a “Community Vigil for 
Hope and Healing.” Spirit-filled music 
provided by local artist Peter Mayer, 
interactive litanies, silent reflection, 
flickering candles and collective prayers 
are things our community can offer.

The Community Vigil will take place 
Sunday, October 9 at 6 p.m. on the Green 
Space at the corner of 4th and Myrtle 
Streets, Stillwater. (In the event of rain, 
we’ll gather indoors.) Invite a stranger; 
bring a neighbor (and a lawn chair!). 
Come to share the assurance that God’s 
“love is stronger than fear, life stronger 
than death, hope stronger than despair.” 
(Henri Nouwen, The Inner Voice of 
Love)

Together we can change the world—one 
song, one prayer at a time.

Pastor Deb  
Pastor of Care Ministries

	  

 	  
Responding to Brokenness •  Praying for Healing

 
Featuring Singer Songwriter 

PETER MAYER 
 

October 9th • 6:00- 6:45 PM  
GREEN SPACE AT THE CORNER OF 

 MYRTLE & 4TH ST N, STILLWATER 
Sponsored by the St. Croix Valley Ministerial Association 

The jar of meal was not 
emptied, neither did the 

jug of oil fail, according to 
the word of the Lord that 

was spoke by Elijah. 
– 1 Kings 17:16

Peter Mayer’s Music to be  
Featured at Community Vigil
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Stewardship

In his book Theology of Stewardship, 
Bishop Robert Morneau makes a strong 
statement linking stewardship and 
gratitude: “At the heart of Christian 
stewardship is a spirit of gratitude for 
all a generous God does for us.” Like 
Bishop Morneau, Trinity’s Stewardship 
Team believes that “gratitude is the 
cornerstone of stewardship.” So we 
invite all of you to attend services and 
the Gratitude Breakfast on Sunday, 
October 9 when we will kick-off 
Trinity’s annual stewardship pledge 
drive. 

We all know that Christian steward-
ship is a way of life—our way of 
life  —through which we express our 
discipleship to our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. As stewards we recognize 
that God is the giver of everything we 
have, of everything we are, the origin of 
our time, our talents, and our treasure. 
God is the creator of all abundance, 
entrusting us to act as faithful stewards 
to bring God’s kingdom “…on earth 
as it is in heaven.”  And so we cannot 
help but to respond generously, demon-
strating our spirit of gratitude.     

According to Stewardship: A Disciple’s 
Response, Christian stewards do four 
things:

• We receive God’s gifts gratefully;

• We nurture God’s gifts responsibly;

• We share God’s gifts justly and 
charitably; and

• We return those gifts to God 
abundantly.

Makes sense, right?  As we consider 
our pledges to Trinity and fill out our 
pledge cards for the coming year, we 
cannot help but give generously of our 
time, talents and treasure, realizing that 
all of these gifts come from God. We 
are not “giving back” since as stewards 
we know that none of this is “ours” to 
begin with; rather we are opening up 
“God’s kingdom come” opportuni-
ties through Trinity. The time, talents, 
and treasure that we pledge to give 
to Trinity is for God and for God’s 
kingdom: 

• Worship experiences that inspire all 
of us to grow in our faith;  

• Sacrament experiences that facilitate 
discipleship and lives of gratitude;

• Educational programs that help 
raise children who are eager and 
equipped to serve Jesus;

• Ministry opportunities that nurture 
members of Trinity, and brothers 
and sisters in our local and world 
communities physically, emotion-
ally, and spiritually; and

• So much more.

Easy right    —to give generously; to 
bring God’s kingdom on earth; to do 
what Jesus would do, and so on?  But 
apparently generosity is hard, if statis-
tics are to be believed, and if I’m honest 
about my own struggles. I grew up in 
a family that tithed a minimum of 10% 
of gross income annually, along with 
equal commitments of time and talent, 
so I assumed this was the norm among 
church members and would be easy 
for me to continue. In fact, it turns out 
that per-member giving as a percentage 
of income among church members of 
primary Protestant denominations in 
the U.S. has fallen below 2.5 percent and 
I myself have not tithed as consistently 
as my parents throughout my adult life. 

As to the spirit of gratitude, this is 
something I have to work at. Even still, 

some days I express complaint rather 
more than thankfulness; and see what 
I don’t have, rather than count my 
manifold blessings. 

We live in a culture that is exception-
ally affluent, richer than all Americans 
past, richer than the rest of the world. A 
culture in which it is commonplace to 
spend $5 on a cup of coffee, a $100 on 
an article of clothing, and live in homes 
with as many bathrooms as bedrooms. 
Still too many days I live out of a sense 
of scarcity, not generosity; holding on to 
what “little” I have, rather than trusting 
in God’s abundance. How we earn and 
spend our “treasure” is highly personal, 
but a social concern as well. Knowing 
what I spend my money on will tell you 
a lot about my values. Jesus points that 
out in Matthew, “For where your trea-
sure is, there also will your heart be.” 

So maybe if I give away at least 10% of 
my income and my time and my talent, 
it is a small step toward releasing God’s 
gifts to me into the world; facilitating 
God’s kingdom on earth; expressing 
gratitude; being a faithful steward. 

Please join us on October 9 for 
the Gratitude Breakfast hosted by 
Trinity’s Stewardship Team. We look 
forward to thanking each of you for 
your generosity and faithfulness to our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ through 
your pledges to Trinity Lutheran 
Church.

By Claudia Swenseid

This Year Last Year Budget % of 
Budget

Contribution Income 1,289,086    1,312,333    1,310,000    98%
-              276,728       -              
-              190,124       -              

Other Income 672,414       587,086       783,509       86%
Total Income 1,961,499$  2,366,270$  2,093,509$  

less:  Expenses 2,084,450    2,364,757    2,224,063    94%
Surplus (Deficit) (122,951)$    1,513$          (130,554)$    

Long-Term Debt Summary:
Long-Term Debt - Beginning of Fiscal Yr. 3,174,742    3,349,370    
Increase (Decrease) (124,537)      (174,628)      
Long-Term Debt - End of August 3,050,205$  3,174,742$  

August Year-to-Date - Fiscal year 2016

Trinity Financial Update

Responding to God's Love Appeal
Redesignated Opening Doors

Financial Update includes 
preliminary fiscal year-end 
numbers which are subject to 
auditor’s review. Final results 
will be in the Annual Report 
which will be available prior 
to the Annual Meeting on 
November 20.
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C A R E  M I N I S T R I E S

At Trinity we are blessed to have many 
unique small groups to choose from to 
enrich our abundant lives in Jesus’ love. 

Anna Circle is one that was formed 
many years ago under the ideal “to 
grow old together!”  We’re still here and 
growing stronger in friendship and in 
full appreciation of each other’s gifts and 
talents!

One unique trait that Anna Circle shares 
is that we do not have a leader!  In fact, 
this fall, out of our 20 members, we 
have 13 leaders!  A year ago we realized 
that no one had the time or desire to 
be the sole leader. So we concocted a 
plan where every single leadership task 
is divided out and chosen by willing 
participants. In April each year, we 
choose our preferences either one by 
one or in partnership with another. It’s 
an amazing feat that truly works!
This fall we have 2 communication 
people, a treasurer, a sunshine volunteer, 
5 study leaders, 8 meeting leaders, and 8 
hosts. In addition, volunteers organize 
the following outreach projects: 
YoungLives dinners, Solid Ground and 
Community Thread connections, food 
packing and the summer school supply 
drive.
We truly embrace the Trinity learning 
from the past that each person has 
strengths and passions different from 

Stewardship, Anna Circle Style
by Kristie Anderson

Thoughts about daily living can be 
ignited in a multitude of situations. At a 
recent soccer game young parents were 
discussing the beginning of the year 
and their desire to know all about their 
child’s school day. A parent shared three 
questions: “What did you do today that 
was brave? What did you do that was 
kind? What was a challenge you had 
today?” These questions can also cause 
adults to reflect upon daily encounters 
at work, home, in community and in 
response to the needs of others.

A story is related in I Kings 17: 
8-16 regarding Elijah, and a widow 
experiencing adversity. One can find 
several themes in these verses: faith, 
hospitality, obedience, care, service, 
trust, God’s power, miracles, and 
prayer. These themes also relate to 
questions about being brave, kind and 
challenged. References and resources in 
the Trinity library can help individuals 
and study groups identify themes 
in Biblical readings and enhance 
understanding. Examples include: The 
Acts of the Apostles (REF),The Letters 
to the Philippians, Colossians, and 
Thessalonians (227.6 BARC), The NIV 
Serendipity Bible for Study Groups 
(REF 220.5 NIV), National Geographic 
The King James Bible (REF 520). The 
resources to enrich learning about all 
books of the Bible are plentiful, and are 
located on the west wall of the Trinity 
Library.  

The Trinity community can provide 
many examples of bravery and trust in 
people who share their faith in mission 
experiences across the world, and in 
daily life experiences.  Resources are 
available for children as well as adults. 
Children may learn about bravery 
reading: Against the Odds: Four True 
Stories About Courage (E V), Esther 
The Girl Who Became Queen (DVD 
Veggie Tales), or The Brave Tin Soldier 
(E A). A variety of resources for adults 
include: Dangerous Surrender: What 
Happens When You Say Yes to God 
(248.4 WARR), Truefaced: Trust God 
and Others With Who You Really Are 
(234.23 THRA), Unexpected Journeys: 
The Extraordinary Capacity of Every 
Day People (266.0 HERM).

Trinity Lutheran Church is committed 
to its mission to Love Everyone, 
Transform Lives through Jesus and Serve 
the World. Through service to others we 
demonstrate love and kindness to others. 
Children who read The Storyblanket (E 
W), I Share Because I Care (DVD L), 
or Kiki’s Hats (E H) will find specific 
ways to share kindness. Adult readers 
may think of kindness and care in terms 
of Christian Community in Action. 
Reading Bonhoeffer’s Life Together: A 
Discussion of Christian Fellowship (230.0 
BOHN), Do Good: 201 Ways to Lend 
a Hand (300 SILV), Stones Into Schools: 
Promoting Peace with Books, Not Bombs 
(371.8 MORT), or Peacemaking Circles: 

From Crime 
to Community 
(364.6 PRAN). 
Biographies are 
identified with the barcode 921 and will 
be helpful in providing examples of 
impacting servants.

The widow visited by Elijah was 
challenged by a life of poverty, and 
sadness. She was comforted by God’s 
Word and trusted God’s directions 
for her. The Resource Recovery and 
Christian Living sections of the Trinity 
Library provide support materials to 
many of life’s challenges. Examples 
Include: How Good Do We Have to 
Be? A New Understanding of Guilt and 
Forgiveness (296.7 KUSH), Carry On, 
Warrior: Thoughts on Life Unarmed 
(616.8 MELT), The Wounded Spirit 
(248 PERE) and Pastrix: The Cranky, 
Beautiful Faith of a Sinner & Saint 
(284.1 BOLZ). If you are searching for 
peace through daily devotionals and 
prayer, please check section 242 labeled 
devotions to find resources. Examples 
include: Help, Thanks, Wow: The Three 
Essential Prayers (242.4 LAMO) and 
Gratefulness, The Heart of Prayer: An 
Approach to Life in Fullness (248.4 STEI) 

Trinity Library users are grateful to be 
supported through the resources in the 
church library. You are encouraged to 
browse the collection in this remarkable 
environment!

From the Trinity Library by Norma Wilson 

LibraryTRINITY

everyone else. We choose to steward 
these God-given gifts to serve our Anna 
friends, to share leadership tasks, and 
to engage fully in keeping Anna Circle 
alive!
This summer Pastor Paul gave a 
sermon which included these words, 
“Leadership is the sharing of our gifts.”  
And the following verses from 1st 
Corinthians 12 (The Message) clearly 
state, “Each person is given something 
to do that shows who God is: everyone 
gets in on it, everyone benefits. All 
kinds of things are handed out by the 
Spirit, and to all kinds of people!  The 
variety is wonderful!”
What do we gain from all of this?  A 
shared sense of identity, a shared sense 
of responsibility, a shared sense of 
friendship and loyalty, and the inner 
knowledge  that what we each have to 
give is valuable, and that we together, 
are worthy! 
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Birth to Age 3 at Trinity 
Our goal is to connect and begin relationships with families 
even before their first child is born. Our scope and sequence 
plan through age three includes Baptism instruction and 
Baptism, activities during worship services, monthly e-mail 
newsletters, and nursery services on Sunday mornings during 
the school year.

2-year olds receive Bibles
Event this Spring, Date/Time TBD 
In grateful response to God’s promise of new birth into a living 
hope through the Sacrament of Baptism, and our promise to 
“place into their hands the holy scriptures,” Trinity is excited 
to connect with all 2-year old children and their parents. Age-
appropriate Bibles will be distributed at this event as well as 
tips to help parents make Bible stories become alive for their 
children. We will chat about everyday faith and life and ways 
Trinity can be a supportive partner. Parents and children will 
have the opportunity to get to know others in the same stage 
of life. 

Baptism ministry
The Baptism ministry is looking for an individual or team to 
carry on the amazing legacy of Wilma Ehdlund who made our 
Baptism towels that are used during Baptism and go home 
with those baptized, and our follow up Baptism prayer cards.

If you are interested in helping in any way, please contact 
Melissa Gubricky (see her contact information below). Thank 
you so much for considering keeping the important work of 
Wilma strong.

B I R T H

E

T

E

H

Birth 
to 
Age 3

Contact Information: 
Melissa Gubricky, 
mgubricky@trinitylc.org 
651-439-7400, ext. 322

Melissa Gubricky is Trinity’s Children, Youth and Family 
Specialist for Birth to Age 3. Melissa’s role has recently 
been expanded to include coordinating all online 
registration for our congregation’s events and activities. 
Join us in congratulating Melissa on her expanded 
role. Send her an e-mail to get on her monthly e-mail 
newsletter list, it’s packed with ideas for the season and 
fun activities to do around town.

Kelsey Crusinberry is Trinity’s 
Senior High Youth Specialist. 
Kelsey’s role has been recently 
expanded to include serving 
as the Interim CYF Team Lead. 
Join us in congratulating 
Kelsey on her new role.

Contact Information: 
Kelsey Crusinberry, 
kcrusinberry@trinitylc.org 
651-439-7400, ext. 340
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M I S S I O N S  O U T R E A C H

9th grader Liam White who sorted, counted and packed all the backpacks as 
well as filled his family car to the brim with supplies!

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world;  indeed it’s the only thing that 
ever has.”  This quote from Margaret Mead perfectly sums up 
a Trinity community outreach project of 4 years at Cimarron 
in Lake Elmo. Anna, Rebekah, Marion and Leah Circles, as 
well as Tuesday Book Club and GLOW joined forces this 
summer to support the students who live there. Together 
we purchased 114 brand new beautiful backpacks and a ton 
of necessary school supplies!  A guide last year coined the 
phrase, “loaves and scissors”, which fits this effort so well; 
each of us gives as we are able but collectively, it’s all enough!

On Monday, August 22, twelve volunteers gathered at the 
back-to-school ice cream social at the FamilyMeans Center 
with all of our sorted, counted, repackaged and labeled 
donations. We then walked each student—ages preschool up 
to 12th grade—through the maze of “loaves and scissors” with 
a smile of welcome and encouraging words as they picked up 
their supplies.

Our purpose is multifaceted: to stimulate positivity toward 
starting a new school year;  to treat each student as worthy 
and valuable; to supply each one with a backpack and many of 
the needed supplies on their list; to foster community between 
Cimarron families, community resources, FamilyMeans, 
Lake Elmo Elementary, OakLand Junior High and Stillwater 
Senior High, and Trinity Church women; and to demonstrate 
our community commitment as people who care about our 
neighbors.

The JOYS are amazingly contagious!  

—A small group of older students hung around socializing 
after getting their supplies. Every single one of them was 
proudly wearing their brand new backpack with an “I got one 
too!” positive attitude!

—I had a short sweet conversation with an 11th grade girl 
who when asked, said she was really looking forward to math 
this year!  One of her previous teachers had complimented her 
about her tremendous aptitude for genetics. So her plan is to 
become a doctor!

—The only student I guided this year (number 118!) was an 
extremely gracious and polite 9th grade boy who thanked me 
at every turn. He was so appreciative!  We also found that 
no one was greedy; if a student already had a backpack, they 
politely declined an additional one.

—One of our guides helped a newly arrived family to 
Cimarron get supplies. The mom was so thankful for this new 
community support that would help them make ends meet. 
She could breathe more easily and she let us know it!

And that’s the bottom line—one small group community 
can together support our neighbors right here in the St. 
Croix Valley, right here in the Stillwater School district. 
The positivity and HOPE oozed out of these students and 
families. Even if they do not speak English, their genuine JOY 
speaks through their smiles and their looks of relief. 

They love their kids. They want the best for their kids. They 
want an excellent education for their kids just as much as 
every family everywhere does.

And we have the JOY of helping make that happen!

Loaves and “Scissors!”
by Kristie Anderson
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Our congregation has a long history of supporting 
mission and ministry in Tanzania. For some years, focus 
has been on relationship with our partner congrega-
tion in Mwatasi and more recently the Bomalang’ombe 
Secondary School (Boma).

The Tanzanian truck project was started in November 
2013 through a request to the Trinity community 
for funds to purchase a truck to be used in support 
of Bomalang’ombe Secondary School’s construction 
projects. This congregation quickly rose to the challenge 
and contributed over $47,000. On December 5, 2013, 
$45,000 was wired to our Tanzanian representative to 
purchase the truck.

It was reported in an August 2015 Mission Tanzania 
brochure that a truck had been identified and the 
acquisition was delayed for several reasons including 
a transposition mistake in the Vehicle Identification 
Number (VIN) on some of the paperwork. The article 
projected the paperwork and truck purchase would be 
wrapped up in August 2015.

In 2015, the Church Council established the Outreach 
Missions Board. One of its tasks is to provide financial 
and programmatic oversight for outreach missions proj-
ects. Therefore, at the direction of the Church Council, 
the Outreach Missions Board has been researching the 
status of the truck and wired funds. As of October 
2016, documentation has not been received on the truck 
purchase status and use of funds, and there is not yet a 
truck in operation.

During the past six months in our efforts to obtain 
documentation the Outreach Missions Board has 
utilized the efforts of Trinity’s Council President and 
Vice President, the previous Trinity Missions director, 
the Saint Paul Area Synod, and officials of the ELCT-
DIRA (the Iringa Diocese of the Tanzania Lutheran 
Church—our “synod” equivalent).

Trinity’s Council President Gail Olson and Treasurer 
Tom Olsen will meet with ELCT-DIRA officials during 
their October trip to Tanzania to help determine the 
future course of action. We are also hoping that Gail and 
Tom will be able to meet with Hery Mtisi, our represen-
tative, while in Tanzania to thank him for his efforts on 
our behalf and reinforce the need to obtain documents 
that will enable the import process to be completed by a 
professional organization.

Outreach Missions are an important part of Trinity’s 
identity. This was confirmed over and over in 
the HolyCow! Survey and listening sessions and 

information gathered by the Transition Team during 
the last year. We are hopeful we can bring final 
clarity to this project in the coming months. We will 
provide regular updates to the congregation until 
this situation is resolved, as stewards committed to 
openness and transparency. Any questions in the 
meantime may be directed to either of the following 
members of our Outreach Missions Board—Tanzania 
Action Team: John Hodler (johnhodler@gmail.com, 
phone 651-343-4638) or Michele Hermansen 
(michele2255@gmail.com, phone 612-868-2255).

Outreach Missions Board Update: Tanzania Truck Project

Please join us as we pray “safari njema” 
(safe travels) for Gail Olson and her husband 
Steve Hopkins and Tom and Jeneal Olsen 
and pray that the Holy Spirit accompany 
them in all ways. They are joining a vision/
accompaniment trip to Tanzania through 
the Saint Paul Area Synod, Oct. 18-Nov. 6 
and will have time with both our partner 
congregation in Mwatasi and the Secondary 
School. Gail and Tom will share information 
about their trip with the congregation in 
November.
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Thank you to everyone who helped out and came out to be part of TrinityFEST 2016 on 
September 18—it was a full house! The weather was gorgeous for enjoying outdoor 
worship led by Roosevelt Credit, enjoying the food trucks, browsing the ministry fair, 
enjoying the family dance led by PowerUp and so much more! Welcome back to an 
amazing year at Trinity!
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M e at b a l l    D i n n e r&
C e l e b r a t e  t h e  T r a d i t i o n

Thursday 
Nov. 3

2016

Only 200 

served at 

each seating
Order 

tickets via 

email!

TICKET PRICES

ADULT – $20

CHILDREN – 
     K-Grade 6: $6
    Under 5: Free

Cash or check only

Seatings at:  
11:30 a.m., 12:45, 4:15, 5:30 & 6:45 p.m.

All the trimmings –  
lefse, potatoes, dilled carrots, 
coleslaw, cranberries,  
rye bread, homemade pie! 

Guests will be served at the hour indicated on ticket. 

Take out meals also available.

Order tickets via email at: 
lutefisk@trinitylc.org

PURCHASE TICKETS  
Before and after  

Sunday morning services
starting Sunday, October 16  

at the desk at the  
4th St. entrance or in the 

Church Office
Monday-Friday 

9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Proceeds benefit  

Trinity’s Outreach Missions

115 N. 4th Street
Stillwater, MN 55082
651.439.7400             

          www.trinitylc.org

Trinity Lutheran Church  •  115 N. 4th St., Stillwater, MN 55082  • 651-439-7400
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It seems as though lutefisk is always 
taking front and center—in the name of 
the dinner and, for sure, for the people 
who just can’t get enough of the lyed 
whitefish. But for those of us who are 
not “lutefisk lovers” or even “likers”, I 
say thank goodness for the meatballs! 
And even though the recipe we use is not 
that of the TRUE Swedish meatball, let’s 
be clear—ours are DELICIOUS.

You have probably never thought about 
what it takes to get these delicious little 
meatballs to the table. It takes many 
hands by dedicated volunteers to make 
this happen. Here is a glimpse of what is 
involved: 
Monday before the Thursday dinner: At 
8 a.m., Norma Wilson, Gerrie Granquist 
and  Joanne Brown meet in the Trinity 
Kitchen to start food processing 20 
lbs. of saltine crackers into fine crumbs 
and 10 lbs. of chopped onion into 
minced fine pieces. After that process 
is done, the crackers, onions, some salt 
and pepper, along with 11 quarts of 
liquid eggs are taken to Brine’s Meat 
Market. Our friends at Brine’s take these 
ingredients, along with 9 gallons of milk 
and mix it all into 360 lbs. of ground beef 
and pork. They store this mixture for us 
until Wednesday.

 Tuesday afternoon: Donna Dielentheis, 
her daughter, Kristin Klemetsrud, 
her granddaughter, Livia Klemetsrud 
(3 generations!) along with Sandra 
Monson, Connie Thalacker  and Don 
and Phyllis Paulson gather in the Trinity 
Kitchen to make 14 batches (one at a 
time!) of gravy using 14 1bs. of butter, 
14 each -51 oz. cans of soup, beef broth 
and chicken broth, 28 cups of flour, 28 
packages gravy mix and the juice from 
the minced onions. The ingredients are 
cooked, cooled and refrigerated, ready 
to be mixed with “drippings” from the 
meatballs for serving on Thursday.

Wednesday morning: At 6 a.m., Tom 
Hosek, Trinity’s Lead Custodian, crawls 
around on his hands and knees taping 
blue surgical paper to the Garden Room 
floor to ensure sanitary conditions and 

     M e at b a l l    D i n n e r
W h at  a b o u t  t h e  m e at b a l l s ?

protection to the carpet from spills. 
At 8 a.m., Brine’s delivers the meatball 
mixture to the Kitchen where Chuck 
Newman divides it into large mixing 
bowls; meanwhile, Sandy Wendt has 
organized meatball “rollers” (about 30) 
who are waiting in the Garden Room 

eager to start rolling. They roll 66 
meatballs for each pan—approximately 
30 pans (that’s almost 2,000 meatballs!) 
The key to success is the uniform size of 
each meatball—too small and they cook 
to fast, too big and they don’t cook 
enough in the center. We rely on Norma 
Swanson’s expertise to keep an eye on 
the size of the meatballs! After a pan 
is filled, the meatball “cookers” in the 
Kitchen put them into the convection 
ovens for baking. There is a precise 
timing to cooking the meatballs and 
Tom Evensen and Tom Vendel, our 
current bakers, do a great job of making 
sure they are just right! When the 
meatballs are “done”, Jerry Nelson and 
Loren Carver, drain the “drippings”, 
carefully move them around in the pan 
to cool, consolidate them into 20 pans 
and then cover them with plastic wrap 
and aluminum foil. 300 meatballs are 
saved and frozen for the Celebrating 
Seniors luncheon in December and eight 
pans are refrigerated here at church 

ready to be heated for the first two 
dinner seatings. Ron Felsch takes the 
remaining 12 pans back to Brine’s where 
they are kept until Thursday afternoon 
when he picks them up and brings them 
back to Trinity for the last three dinner 
seatings.  

Thursday morning, the day of the 
dinner:  Another crew of volunteers 
transfers the meatballs and gravy into 
separate roasting pans, gets everything 
heated to the correct temperature (using 
a meat thermometer) and, at 11:30 a.m., 
starts serving our first “diners.”

Just think of all the hands that have 
worked together to bring this delicious 
choice to the table. And there are so 
many more people in so many more 
parts of the dinner who share their 
time, strengths, talents and willingness 
to help make this dinner a success! I 
am so grateful for every pair of hands 
involved!

So invite your friends, neighbors, 
anyone you know to come and dine 
with us— there’s something to eat for 
everyone!
Names and photos from 2015 Lutefisk & Meatball 
Dinner

Lefse-making Dates
Monday, Oct. 17, 6-9 p.m.
Thursday Oct. 20, 6-9 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 24, 6-9 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 25, 6-9 p.m.

Sign-up to help at:
http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/409094cafae2ba6fd0-lutefisk

&
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RETIRED MEN

Retired Men’s 
Group Events

Vikings Stadium Tour  Tuesday,  November 15

Tour at Noon

Carpool 
details TBD

Cost: $14

Get deep into the $1.1 billion U.S. Bank Stadium. This ninety-minute guided 
adventure through the stadium will give you behind-the-scenes access to the 
new home of the Minnesota Vikings. Discover the inner workings, including VIP-
accessible only clubs and suites, the press box, the art collection, team locker 
room, stadium floor (field access), and so much more. All public and private tours 
are wheelchair accessible, and complimentary wheelchairs are available upon 
request (subject to availability).

Event questions?  
Contact John Hodler 
at johnhodler@gmail.

com or  
651-343-4638.

Martin Luther: Art and the Reformation 
at Minneapolis Institute of Art

Friday, January 6, 2017 at 1:30 p.m.
Watch for signups in November!

Event questions? Contact John Hodler at 
johnhodler@gmail.com or 651-343-4638.

Save the date!

Coming up!
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FORTRINITYBRIDGE
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Bridge is a game of chance. Sure, 
knowledge, memory, and strategy are 
involved, but, like life, there’s a lot left 
to chance—the hands your dealt, the 
chance that you have a smart partner, 
the chance your opponents can be 
finessed, the chances are endless.

Friday night by chance we lost our dog. 
On a  walk in a wooded park, Bernie 

GLOW is a group of Trinity 
women of any age who love 
to experience active outdoor 

adventures while growing spiritually 
and making new friends.

God Loving Outdoor Women

Fall Book Study: Sacred 
Pathways by Gary Thomas
Mondays, October 3, 10, 17, 
November 7 & 14, 7-8 p.m.
Home of Laura Holmes
Sacred Pathways unfolds nine 
distinct spiritual temperaments—
their traits, strengths, and pitfalls. 
Illustrated with examples from 
the Bible and from the author’s 
life experiences, each one 
suggests an approach to loving 
God through a distinctive journey 
of adoration. Sacred Pathways will 
help you discover the route you 
were made to travel, marked by 
growth and filled with the riches 
of a close walk with God. 
Books will be available at a 
discount at Valley Bookseller. 
Registration will be limited to 20 
women.
For more information or to sign 
up, please contact Laura Holmes 
at mslaurabeth@comcast.net.

Fall Hike 
at William 
O’Brien 
State Park 
Sunday, 
November 6, 
11:30 a.m. 
(from Trinity)
Enjoy a cool, 
crisp hike and 
walk through 
the beautiful 
state park just 
north of Marine on St. Croix. We will 
meet Trinity at 11:30 a.m. and carpool 
to the park. (A Minnesota State Park 
sticker is required.) Afterwards we 
will enjoy fellowship, food, wine or 
beverage of choice, and chocolate 
at St. Croix Chocolate. It will be a 
wonderful way to spend an afternoon! 
Activity level mild to moderate. 
Please RSVP to Lizann at 
lizannskelton@hotmail.com.

 

The Story of the Bible  
with Professor Luke  
Timothy Johnson  
Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 
October 9, 16 & 23;  
November 6 & 20  
Living Room 
 
Join us Sunday mornings to 
learn from Professor Luke 
Timothy Johnson the Story of 
the Bible!

We will learn the evolution of 
the text—from Jewish Scripture, 
formation of the canons, 
copying of manuscripts—how 
government and translations 
shape the versions we have 
today! There are 24 videos 
in this series—each time we 
meet we will watch the video 
and spend the rest of our time 
discussing what we’ve learned!

If you are cannot attend each 
Sunday, there are ways to catch 
up. Hope to see you there! If 
you have questions, or would 
like to facilitate discussion, 
please contact Stefanie at 
sfauth@trinitylc.org.

Take a Chance on Holy Luck! 
by Steve Hokonson

wandered off. We called, searched, went 
to the park three times that night and 
amid tears and fears had a fitful sleep, 
rising at the slightest sound to see if he 
had wandered home.

The next morning after another fruitless 
search of the park, we returned with a 
rake to search the bramble.. A woman 
walked by and asked, “Are you look-
ing for berries?” Nancy replied, “No, 
we’re looking for Bernie.”  The woman 
said she had seen a Facebook post about 
a friend who had found a lost dog that 
matched Bernie’s description.

It was Bernie! What a chance coinci-
dence! Now, some people might assume 
divine intervention, answer to prayer, or 
angel intervention. But, not everything 
works out so well. Jesus healed a few of 
the many he encountered, but there’s no 
lost dog story in the gospels. And, I’ve 
never believed in a God who finds us 
parking places or lost dogs.

In fact, in the end we would have found 
Bernie anyway when the woman would 
have taken him to our vet who would 
have recognized him. But, this was 
simply another example of what I call 
“Holy luck!”

This “holy luck” resulted in meeting 
some new friends, rejoicing with them, 
lots of hugs and gratitude and a shared 
community of dog lovers. Now what 
“luck,” “Holy luck!”

So, enjoy bridge today, take chances, 
make mistakes, bid courageously. But, 
most of all, may your days be filled with 
friendship, gratitude, and a fun-filled 
community of joy.

Join us at 8:45 a.m. Monday, October 3 
for Trinity Bridge. See you there!
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A special congregational meeting will be 
held on Sunday, October 16, 2016, at 12:00 
p.m. in the Worship Center to consider the 
sale of real property owned by Trinity.

BACKGROUND
When the 2016 budget was adopted last 
November, it was premised in part on the 
sale of the property owned by Trinity on 
the northeast corner of 3rd Street and 
Myrtle.  The property consists of several 
adjacent small lots, which collectively are 
referred to as the 107 3rd Street North 
property.

Earlier this year, a real estate work group 
was created to select a broker to handle 
the sale.  As discussed in more detail 
below, the council approved a purchase 
agreement subject to congregational 
approval and is recommending the 
congregation approve the sale.  As 
required by state law, the sale must be 
considered at a special meeting of the 
Trinity congregation, with the sole purpose 
of voting on the sale of the property. 
 
REASON FOR THE SALE 
Last year during budget shortfalls 
members asked whether all of Trinity’s real 
estate assets aligned with our mission or 
whether some property should be sold to 
address the budget issues.  The council did 
an initial assessment and decided:
• That the 107 3rd St Property  should 

be listed for sale since it no longer had 
a mission-related purpose 

• To create a Real Estate Assets Task 
Force to assist our congregation in 
evaluating how Trinity’s remaining real 
properties relate to Trinity’s mission 
and vision.

Estimated proceeds from the planned sale 
of 107 3rd Street North were built into the 
2016 budget, to serve as a one-time offset 
to balance 2016 income and expenses.  
Although budget reductions were made 
in 2016, those cuts were made later in the 
2016 budget year and would not produce 
a fully annualized impact until the 2017 
budget.   

DETAILS OF THE SALE
The 107 3rd Street North property was 
listed for sale in July, 2016, and a purchase 
agreement was completed on September 
12th, 2016.  The purchase is contingent on 
approval by the Trinity congregation at a 
special meeting.  Terms of the sale include: 
• Purchase price of $194,000 (slightly 

higher than the independently 
appraised value) 

• Trinity is responsible for paying 
existing special assessments of 
$14,864.80 (standard in commercial 

real estate transactions), as well 
as Trinity’s broker, appraisal and 
attorney’s fees. 

• Closing date scheduled for 
12/15/2016. 
• Buyer has until November 7,2016, 

to complete any due diligence 
or get city approvals before their 
earnest money becomes non-
refundable.  

• Buyer has a one-time option 
to extend the closing date for 
additional non-refundable 
earnest money until 
February 15, 2017. 

The buyer has not formulated plans for the 
property yet but is researching different 
options. It is important to note that any 
future plans would need to be approved 
by the city through public meetings 
using the standard zoning / planning 
commission procedures. 

PREPARATION FOR THE SALE OF 
107 3RD STREET
In January, 2016, the council approved 
hiring an independent third party 
appraiser to evaluate the property value. 
Council received the initial appraisal in 
February of 2016. During initial review of 
the property by the Real Estate Assets Task 
Force the development agreement with 
the city was identified. After confirming 
with the city that the development 
agreement, including some parking 
rights, would transfer with the sale of the 
property, the information was passed onto 
the appraiser and the land was revalued 
accordingly. 

It was also determined that the property 
had special assessments of $14,864.80 
from the city for road improvement.  Even 
though Trinity is a non-profit organization, 
we are not exempt from this type of 
assessment. The Real Estate Assets Task 
Force interviewed three potential real 
estate brokers and selected Brian Zeller of 
Greystone Commercial to list the property. 

107 3RD STREET NORTH 
PROPERTY HISTORY
The 3rd Street property was purchased 
for $325,000 in September, 2002, as part 
of a plan to move the U.S. Post Office out 
of space it leased from Trinity, The plan 
involved building new retail space for the 
post office and additional office space to 
be leased to provide income for Trinity. At 
the time of purchase the property included 
a residential rental duplex, which was later 
removed by Trinity in anticipation of the 
new construction.  

From late 2008 through 2011, the 
council worked on details and plans for 

a building at 107 3rd St North. In 2008, 
a development agreement was made 
with the City of Stillwater that attached 
parking credits and the city performing 
maintenance on a small portion of the 
parking lot that is on the north end of 
107 3rd St.  Also in 2008, the St. Croix 
Prep Academy which rented the Croix 
Center from Trinity (the building adjacent 
to Trinity’s parking lot on 4th Street and 
Myrtle) terminated its agreement and 
vacated the building. Following the 
decline in the real estate market in 2009, it 
was determined that developing the 3rd 
street site was not economically viable at 
that time.  A decision was then made by 
the council to remodel the Croix Center 
and relocate the post office to that location 
instead of on the 3rd Street site.  The Croix 
Center was remodeled and is now leased 
to the Post Office and two other tenants.  
Because the 3rd Street property was no 
longer needed to build space for the Post 
Office, the land sat vacant since that time. 

If you have additional questions you would 
like addressed at the special member 
meeting on October 16, it would be very 
helpful to let the council know by Sunday, 
October 8th so there is adequate time 
to properly answer the questions for 
all members of the congregation at the 
meeting. Contact the council by e-mail at 
council@trinitylc.org.

SPECIAL MEETING FOR PROPOSED SALE OF 3RD STREET PROPERTY

Council Seeking Nominations
Applications due October 23
We will have one vacant council 
seat to fill at the Annual Meeting on 
November 20, as Council Secretary 
Eric Olsen completes his term. We 
are grateful for his service.

Please consider nominating yourself 
or others for this position. All Trinity 
members eligible to vote at the 
Annual Meeting, as verified by the 
Nominating Committee, are eligible 
to be nominated.

Download the nomination form 
at www.trinitylc.org > then 
NEWS > then Congregational 
Council > then Council Nomination 
Form. Completed forms must be 
received by October 23 so that 
they can be included in the Annual 
Report, as required by Trinity’s 
Bylaws. Nominations also may 
be made from the floor during 
the Annual Meeting. Please send 
the form to Bob Eiselt, Parish 
Administrator at beiselt@trinitylc.org 
or drop it off in the Church Office.
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Worship Texts
Listed below are the scripture texts that 
will be used on the Sunday listed to 
prepare the message for worship.

October 2 Exodus 12:1-13; 13:1-8  
The Promise of Passover

October 9 Exodus 32:1-14 Golden Calf

October 16 1 Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20; 
2:1-10 God Answers Hannah

October 23 2 Samuel 7:1-17  
God’s Promise to David

October 30 1 Kings 17:1-16  
God’s Care for the Widow

Hospitality
Bridge club, book club, garden club, 
gourmet club, Circle, board meeting, 
committee meeting. What do you do you 
do once/month? If it’s not on already 
on your calendar, please consider usher, 
greeter, Communion server, and/or coffee 
& cookie server once/month on Sunday 
mornings.

Unlike other monthly commitments, 
it’s not an extra day if you’re already at 
church.

Unlike other monthly commitments, this 
stewardship. It is the great privilege and 
great responsibility of using what has 
been given to us (the gift of time) for the 
benefit of others.

I am so impressed that parents are 
teaching their kids about the privilege 
and responsibility of belonging to 
Trinity. I know how much nurturing 
and encouragement it takes. Thank you, 
parents! Seeing kids from toddlers to 
teens in these roles is a great model and 
reminder for all of us. Everyone, please 
thank them warmly.

I know once/month does not fit 
everyone’s schedule. If you prefer an 
entire month (or two) that definitely 
works! If random Sundays are best, that 
definitely works! Our time is just like 
that. And it’s a very special gift, indeed!

Thank you for the generous stewardship 
of all your time on Sunday morning,

Ann Wolff       
Hospitality Coordinator  
651-260-3855 (cell) 
wolff701@msn.com

W O R S H I P  M I N I S T R I E S
The St. Croix Valley Symphony Orchestra, Trinity Lutheran Choir, and the 
Boston Brass will present a collaborative concert on Sunday, October 30 at 
3 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church in Stillwater, MN. This event will feature a 
wide variety of music from Rutter to Ragtime, Stage to Screen. Tickets are available 
at ArtReach for $25 general admission; $125 VIP admission with dinner following 
at the Lowell Inn featuring interactions and conversations with the conductors and 
musicians of the Boston Brass. Simply call ArtReach at (651) 300-7143 for tickets and 
they will be mailed to you. Or email:  info@artreachstcroix.org
Selections include: Highlights from “Sound of Music,” John Williams Medley, 
“Joyful,Joyful” from Sister Act, Rutter “Gloria,” and much, much more.  

VETERANS’ SERVICE
20th Annual

Sun., Nov. 13, 2016  
2 p.m.

Special Guest Speaker:  
Marcus Kuboy,  

Minnesota Soldier who 
helps wounded vets gets 

lives back on track
Music by:  

Craig Koehnen

All are welcome!
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From the Kitchen 
This is the perfect accompaniment to fall apple slices, strawberries, toast or pretzels.  
Or a spoon. Or whatever else tickles your taste buds. High in fiber and flavor.

Brownie Batter Dip
(A.K.A. Chocolate Hummus)

INGREDIENTS:
1 15 oz. can chickpeas (garbanzo beans), rinsed
3 T creamy peanut butter (or other nut butter)
3 T olive oil
½ C cocoa (I used Hershey’s Special Dark cocoa)
½ C sugar (you can sub with other sweeter as you 
prefer)
1 t vanilla
½ t salt
3-8 T water (I use about 3)

DIRECTIONS:
Combine all ingredients, except water in the food
processor,  scraping down sides as needed.  When 
thoroughly combined, begin adding water till you 
reach desired consistency.

Serve with fruit like apple slices and strawberries,
 pretzels or whatever suits your fancy!
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O P P O R T U N I T I E S

A T T E N D A N C E

August 28
9 a.m. ....... 207
10:30 a.m. .. 86 

September 4
9 a.m. ....... 248 
10:30 a.m. .. 77

September 11
9 a.m. ....... 214 
10:30 a.m. 157

September 18 
(One service)
10 a.m. ..... 566 

September 25
9 a.m. ....... 209 
10:30 a.m. 155

Sunday Worship 
9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Watch Worship on Valley Access 
Channel 18
Wednesdays: 1 p.m., 7 p.m.
Thursdays: 1 a.m., 7 a.m.
Fridays: 4 p.m., 10 p.m.
Saturdays: 9 a.m.
Sundays: 11 a.m.

By Linda Flood,  
Food Service Manager

S Y M P A T H Y
• Family and friends of 

Wilma Edhlund.

• Family and friends of 
Sharon Haynes.

B A P T I S M S

• Watson Elwood Armstrong, 
son of Michael & Sara Armstrong

• Nora Poppy Sebo, daughter of 
Thomas & Christa Sebo
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C A L E N D A R  O C T O B E R  1 - 3 1 ,  2 0 1 6

 Saturday, October 1
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall

 Sunday, October 2
 9 a.m. Sunday School (4 yrs.-Gr. 2): Garden Room
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion, Nursery: Worship Center
 10:30 a.m. Worship, Communion, Nursery: Worship Center

 Monday, October 3 
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 8:45 a.m. Bridge for Trinity: Garden Room 
 1:30 p.m. Commodity Food Distribution: Valley Outreach 
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells: Heritage Chapel 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library

Tuesday, October 4
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B 
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Church Office 
 4 p.m. Quilting Ministry Group: Living Room
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library 
 6:30 p.m. YogaDevotion Flow: Garden Room

Wednesday, October 5 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9:15 a.m. Hearts of the Home Moms: Lower Levels 
 5 p.m. Children’s Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room 
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Garden Room 
 6:15 p.m. Wednesday Learning (Gr. 3-6): Lower Level 
 6:15 p.m. Confirmation: Worship Center 
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room
 7:30 p.m. The River (Gr. 9-12): Youth Center

Thursday, October 6 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9:30 a.m. Seated in the Presence Chair Yoga: Garden Room 
 2 p.m. Healing Hearts Group: Room 108B

Friday, October 7 
 GLOW Fall Weekend Retreat 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

Saturday, October 8
GLOW Fall Weekend Retreat 
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall 
 7:30 p.m. Valley Chamber/Music St. Croix/St. Croix  
  Jazz Orchestra Concert: Worship Center

 Sunday, October 9 
GLOW Fall Weekend Retreat 
 9 a.m. Sunday School (4 yrs.-Grade 2): Garden Room 
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion, Nursery: Worship Center
 10:30 a.m. Worship, Communion, Nursery: Worship Center 
 6 p.m. Community Vigil for Hope & Healing:  
  Outdoor Green Space 
 7 p.m. Women’s Book Group: Kowalski’s

Monday, October 10
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 1 p.m. Rebekah Circle: Library   
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells: Heritage Chapel 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library

Tuesday, October 11
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library 
 9:15 a.m. Leah Circle: Narthex
 10 a.m. Good Samaritan Sr. Communion

Friday, October 21
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

 Saturday, October 22 
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall 
 7:30 p.m. Cantus Concert: Worship Center

Sunday, October 23–No Sunday School 
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion, Nursery: Worship Center 
 10:30 a.m. Worship, Communion, Nursery: Worship Center

Monday, October 24  
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells: Heritage Chapel 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library

Tuesday, October 25
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B 
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Church Office 
 4 p.m. Quilting Ministry Group: Living Room
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library 
 6:30 pm. YogaDevotion Flow: Garden Room

 Wednesday, October 26 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 10:30 a.m. Oak Park Sr. Living Communion 
 11:30 a.m. Supporting Women As Professionals (SWAP):  
  Off-site 
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs: Choir Room 
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Garden Room  
 6:15 p.m. Wednesday Learning (Gr. 3-6): Lower Level 
 6:15 p.m. Confirmation: Worship Center 
 6:15 p.m. Impact Parenting Session: Living Room 
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room 
 7:30 p.m. The River (Gr. 9-12): Youth Center

Thursday, October 27 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 9:30 a.m. Seated in the Presence Chair Yoga: Garden Room 
 10 a.m. Knitting Ministry: Narthex 
 7:30 p.m. St. Paul Chamber Orchestra Concert:  
  Worship Center

Friday, October 28
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

Saturday, October 29 
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall

Sunday, October 30 
 9 a.m. Sunday School (4 yrs.-Grade 2): Garden Room 
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion, Nursery: Worship Center
 10:30 a.m. Worship, Communion, Nursery: Worship Center
 3 p.m. St. Croix Valley Symphony Orchestra &  
  Trinity Choir Concert: Worship Center 
 7 p.m. Women’s Book Group: Kowalski’s

Monday, October 31  
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells: Heritage Chapel 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library
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 10:45 a.m. Greeley Sr. Communion
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Church Office 
 4 p.m. Quilting Ministry Group: Living Room
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m. YogaDevotion Flow: Garden Room 
 7 p.m. Anna Circle: Members’ Homes

Wednesday, October 12 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9:30 a.m. Boutwell’s Landing Senior Communion 
 1 p.m. Oakridge Apts. Senior Communion 
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs: Choir Room  
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Garden Room 
 6:15 p.m. Wednesday Learning (Gr. 3-6): Lower Level 
 6:15 p.m. Confirmation: Worship Center 
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room 
 7:30 p.m. The River (Gr. 9-12): Youth Center

 Thursday, October 13
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9:30 a.m. Seated in the Presence Chair Yoga: Garden Room 
 1 p.m. Martha Circle: Living Room 
 1:30 p.m. Dorcas Circle: Members’ Homes

Friday, October 14
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

Saturday, October 15
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall

Sunday, October 16 
 9 a.m. Sunday School (4 yrs.-Grade 2): Garden Room 
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion, Nursery: Worship Center
 10 a.m. 10 Commandments Movie (2nd Graders &  
  Parents): Bible Room
 10:30 a.m. Worship, Communion, Nursery: Worship Center 
 5 p.m. Luther College Trumpet Ensemble Concert:  
  Worship Center

Monday, October 17
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9 a.m. Ruth Circle: Narthex 
 4 p.m. Congregational Council Meeting:  
  Office Conference Room 
 5:30 p.m. Lutefisk & Meatball Dinner Meeting:  
  Living Room 
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells: Heritage Chapel 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library

Tuesday, October 18
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B 
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Church Office 
 4 p.m. Quilting Ministry Group: Living Room
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library 
 6:30 pm. YogaDevotion Flow: Garden Room

Wednesday, October 19–No Children’s Choirs, Wednesday 
Learning, Confirmation or River 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 9:15 a.m. Hearts of the Home Moms: Lower Levels 
 10:15 a.m. Linden Sr. Communion 
 1 p.m. Marion Circle: Members’ Homes  
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room

 Thursday, October 20 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9:30 a.m. Seated in the Presence Chair Yoga: Garden Room
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We will hear from Janie O’Connor 
who is an expert in the production 
of monarch butterflies. Follow them 
from egg to caterpillar, cocoon to 
butterfly. We will have lunch at the 
Brookside Bar & Grill in Marine on 
St. Croix (pay your own) afterwards. 
Please sign up in the Church Office. 
Quesitons? Contact Diane Johnson 
at 651-439-0947.

active women events
AWE (Active Women’s Events) provide opportunities for 

women to experience joy and God’s abundance through 
learning, sharing ideas and developing friendships.

Monarch Butterflies:
What You’ve Always Wanted to Know

Thursday, October 6
10 a.m., $6

Meet in the Commons 
at Trinity to carpool, 
tour at 11 a.m.
Place: Gammelgarden 
in Scandia, MN


